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A propos, there are various ideas | their inheritance do they see a sign

as to this as well as regarding the|of the times.
For instance the | assistance Baron Rothschild {or the

birth of Christ.

One says: With the

birth of Chrigt is placed at anno | Alliance) gives me, T can live here

mundi 3616 by some, and there are
140 liffvrent opinions. The uther
extreme places it at 6484 anno
mundi! (see Fabrieii Bibliog. An-
tigquary, chap 7. p. 187.) The Jews
placed the birth of Chnst in ALM.
3760, the Masons in 4000, the Miz-
raim rite and many Christians in
A. M. 4004, to which add 1890 (the

resent, new year), and we have yet

10 years for the completion of 6000
years, or theadvent. No concord-
ance anyshere! Well might we
believe that “peither the day nor
the hour isknown to any man, ete.”?

A it is intended in this letter to
deal exclusively with the Jews let
us first see

WHO ARE THE JEWS?

People generally suppose them to
be thedescendants of one tribe only
—tbat of Judah, but in reality they
are are the descendants of the king-
dom of Judah. Rehoboam and
Jercboam, in fulfilment of proph-
ecy, became lenders—one of all
the ten tribes and one of the two
tribes, namely Judah and Ben-
jamin, aod note the added words,
¢sund the remnants of the people;??
that is. tbe remnants of the various
tribes which dwelt in Judea, who
were all reckoned to the kingdom of
Judah. [T am sorry not to be able to
indicate the passages to the reader,
as I was robbed of iny bible and
other things by Bedoin Arabs
while traveling in Palestine.]

The ten tribes, called the king-
dom of Israel, were carried into
Babylon, and later the kingdom of
Judah too, where those of Judah
mingled with the Babylonian Israel-
ites. Inthe restoration under Cyrus
many of the Jews or Iaraelites of
various tribes returned to the Holy
Land, though, perhaps,in no partie-
ular tribal order, 8till, we know
that several of the tribes are men-
tioned in the New Testament, which
- tribes were the forefathers of our
modern Jews.

In Luke II., 86, we read of the
tribe of Aser. Jeseph was a de-
scendant of David, Panl of Ben-
jamin, and James, in his epistle,
chapter i, 1, writes to the twelve
tribes.

1 have travelled through many of
the agricultural districts of the
Jews, who are now settling in Pales-
tine under the auspices of the
‘‘Alliance Israelite Universelle’?
(Universal Ismelitish Union), of
which the reader has probably heard
within the last few years.

OBJECTS OF JEWISH COLONIZATION.

To one who has lived some
months in Palestine, and traveled
from colony to colony, lived in
tbem by night and day, attended
their labors on farm and vineyard,
visited synagogues, schools. dances,
feasts of marriage. and excursions,
and spent some Sabbaths in their
midst, it becomes quite obvious that
the Jewish colonists do not know
the real motive of their gathering.
They do not realize that they are
being acted upon by the spirit of
gathering, nor in the opportunity
they now embrace .of redeeming

as well as elsewhere; they buy me
and my sons free from military ser-
vice, my children are taught Arabic,
French and Helrew, ete. Others,
less selfish, as is generally the case,
claim only the privilege of liv-
ing emancipated from the perse-
cation which meets them all
over,except perhaps in Ifng!and and
the United States. The most enthu-
siastic, for instance, a Rabbi con-
sidered by his flock particularly
religious, nay, fanatieel, elaims that
the Jewg will. never have a Temple,
Priesthood or worship in truth until
Messiah comes, as all will have de-
gart.ed from God by that time, which

equotes from the Talmud. “We
wish,? gaid he, “to re-establish
Hebrew as our national tongue, he-
come a free nation, perhaps a king-
dom, and, as much as we shall be
able, enforee the Liaw of Moses upon
all. who shall dwell in our kingdom.
This is our object and what the Al-
liance is working for exelusively.?

COLONIZATION METHODS.

As we find in the motives of
Jewish colonization an apparent
lack of that powerful principle of
action which we eall faith, it would
ot be just or charitable to compare
the efforts put forth by nnbelieving
Jews to those made by the Latter-

| dny Baints in accordance with the

commandments or doctrines of
Jesus Christ under the direction of
the holy DPriesthood. The Latter-
day Saints have tasted of the sure
mercies of God, but the Jewsa would
fain rebel today and consequently
remain shorn of many mercies; but
even to shorn lambs, a proverb says,
the wind blows milder, and so it
secms, for the Jews are building up
¢colonies upon prineiples of atability
building better than they are aware,
and in a manner te furnish work
and homes for their offspring, while
*‘Glentile’’ colonies — Amnieriean,
German, Egyptian, Maronite, etc.,
gtart at a great expense and are
hardly settled when dJdisintegration
sets in and their progeny are
foreced to go to pastures new
or return to the parent ecoun-
try. The Jewsare settling to stay.

¥t. is true they have gardens, vine-
yards, orchards and olive groves.
They do vot intend, as in Utah, to
raise a little of everything for family
use, but rather, as in California,
Bouth Ameriea and Australia, farm
for trade and commerce. Where
grain grows poorly they are now
planting American vines, upon
which they will graft French and
Spanish cuttings, with a view of
establishing a trade in raisins, wine,
etc. At their head are eminent
statesmen, diplomats and financiers.
If these would not suffice to bring
about prosperous methuds in the
colonies, being guided us they doubt-
less are by the same spirit which
moved upon the farmers of the
American  Republic, then—even
then—we know that the Jews will
succeed, even though through vicis-
situdes, for the prophecies will not
fail, nor will the word of the Lord
come to naught.

THE COLONIES.

A few years ago Baron Charles
de Rothschild, of Paris, and other
influentia] Israelites, concluded to
try how a colony would succeed.
Forty families or so were settled in
a sandy waste, and some water for
irrigation was secured from a deep
well by bhaving it raised in buckets
by wen and oxen. It was ealled
“Mikweh Petakh’? (in  Hebrew,
“The Door of Hope”) and proved a
success. Then others, making a
dozen, were established, all having
Hebrew names, as Zichron Jacob
(remembering Jacob), Rosh Pinah,
ete. Amnagricultural school was es-
tablished, millions were spent, ar.
tesian water was obtained in some
instances, and flourishing colonies
of hundreds of families now exist.
The Hubbi Arz Zion (admirers of
Zion) and other socleties in Ameri-
ca, Europe and Asia co-operate with
the Alliance. Jews of any re-
ligiots notion who are willing to
work with their hands—even those
who out of disaffection for Judaism
have affiliated with “Christians’’ or
been baptized—are invited to re-
deem the “inheritance of Jacob.”*
On each colony, a committee called
the administration receives thein,
provides implements, food, funds,
and drugs. Disappointed settiers
are rarely heard of, but if such be
found they are returned free of cost
to their former homes—Engla:id,
Russia, ete., as the case may be.

Those who remain three years
become full-fledged “‘colonists* and
enjoy greater advantages. The
Jews have coins of their own,
marked in Hebrew, which are eur-
rent in all Palestine among Jew or
Gentile.

COLONIAL LIFE, ETC.

Where practicable the settlers
have wagons or ox teams. When
these cannot as yet be thought of,
they labor under greater disadvan-
tages,but are hnilding wagon roads.
The Jews,as the reader understandg,
necessarily shirks ranual labor
soinewhat, so they make use as
much as possible of Arabs for the
most menial or painful labor; bt
one of the wise stipulations upon
which they enjoy colonial rights is
that they themselves must work at
gardening, fencing, Elantiug frees,
vines, etc., a stated bnt not exces-
sive number of bours a day. By
this process they are gradually
weaned into taking an interesi in

the work, aund are prospering
finely. They are also re-
quired to observe the Sabbath

(seventh day). Beyond responding
to the chants and prayers at the

synagogue they are oot restricted

in their -religious notions, which are
very diversified, aznd of which
I may say a few words later on. In,
the mornings they are up early
watering tlieir cattle and gardens.
Thelr stock—oxen, goats, and shee

—are herded by Arabs., From 1

a. m, to 3 p. m, they “lake it easy,*’
and in the afternoon resume their
labore. In the colonies they speak

Jew-German or Arabie, which latter
they learn rapidly because of its
affinity to Hebrew, with whieh
they are all somewhat acquainted.
In the evening they sometimes



