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when our minds were so narrow com- | Session of those kexs, endowments and | whom God has chosen and placed first | gard to the “Word of Wisdom.”
DISCOURSE ared to what they are wow that we | blessings, whereby they may be freed | and foremost to hold thekeys of this|think Iam safe in saying that out of
ooked for the speedy coming of our|from their prison houses and be raised | last dispensation. How long will it| about eighty families, not over one.
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DELIVERED

In the Tabernacle, Logan. Ba'urday
Afrternoon February 2nd, 1884.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE

The near coming of the Lord Jesus Christ—
The Saints should not think He delayeth
His coming—The work to be accomplished
—Temples already built, and many more
will yet be built—Redemption of the dead
—Ezekiel’s vision of the valley which was
full of dry bones—How long will it take to
accomplish the work?—Until every soul
has had an opportunity of receiving and
obeying the Gospel—But will the Lord de-
lay His coming until all this work is ac-
complished? By mno means — Joseph
Bmith’s mission on earth and behind the
vell—Another mission to be undertaken—

The resurrection of Joseph Smith nigh at
bhand—The meaning of the expression

the morning of the first resurrection”—
Coneclusion.

I AM asked to speak, but I feel in at-
tempting to do so _that my speech will
be barren unless the Lord is pleased to
inspire my mind by the Holy Spirit. 1
know there is faith in the hearts of the
people and the Lord is able to give
words of edification and comfort. I
am not, however, impressed with any-
thing in particular, inthe way of doc-
trine, to speak tomy brethren and sis-
ters: I have only a ifeeling to exhort in
general terms.

The Latter-day Saints realize as I do
that every year brings us nearer to the
coming of our Lord; that every month
and week and day that pass over our
heads bring us nearer to the great and
1mé)ﬂrt&nt events that must transpire,
and that it does not become us to

ive way to a feeling of apathy and

differnce and to say in our hearts
**The Lord delayeth His coming, and
that to-morrow will be as this day and
much more abundant, and that the
next generation will be like the pres-
ent, and as the world has continued to
roll on, as generations have come and
generations have gone, 80 will it be
with us and our children.” I say it
does not become us to give way to
these sentiments and feelings which
are common with unbelievers, with the
world, or with the unenlightened, who
have not a knowledge of God, who
have not been favored with the light of
revelation, who have not discerned the
signs of the times; for we are not the
children of darkness, but the children
of light. Light has come unto us. We
have been called out of darkness unto
light. We have been translated from
the kingdom of darkness unto the
kingdom of God’s dear Son, and there-
fore it may and ought to be said of us
as Saint Paul said concern the
Saints: *‘Ye, brethren, are not in dark-
ness, that that day should overtake
you as a thief.” It is written and we
expect it to be fulfilled upon the heads
of the unbelieving and the wicked, that
the Lord will overtake them as a thief
in the night. *‘“‘In such an hour,” said
the Savior, ‘‘as ye think not, the Son
~ of man cometh. Who then is a faith-
ful and wise servant, whom his lord
hath made ruler over his household, to
give them meat in due season? Bless-
ed is that servant, whom his lord when
he cometh shall find 8o doing. Verily
I say unto you, that he shall make him
ruler over all his goods. But and if
that evil servant shall say in his heart
my lord delayeth his coming, and shall
begin to smite his fellow servants, and
to eat and drink with the drunken; the
lord of that servant shall come in a
day when he looketh not for him, and
in an bour that he is not aware of, and
shall cut him asunder, and appoint him
his portion with the hypocrites.’”” Now,
it is not impossible, nor yet improb-
able, that there will be some among the
Latter-day Saints who are called of
God and appointed to this work, and
who are set over their fellow-servants
to give them meat in due season, who
will be found negligent, who will have
forgotten their high and holy calling
who will have laid off their armor of
righteousness, who will have become
slothful and weary in well doing, and
who will bave taken to eating and
drinking with the drunken and smiting
heir fellow-servants; but as surely as
any such are found among the servants
of God, they will be overtaken when
the day of the Lord cometh, and their
portion will be appointed with hypo-
crites and unbelievers. But we hope
better things of the Elders of Israel
of Presidents of Stakes, of Bishops, 0
High Counselors, of High Priests, of
Seventies, of Priests, Teachers and
Deacons, and of all the Latter-day
Saints; for we have all been made par-
takers of this Priesthood, and the
blessings of the Lord, directly or indi-
rectly, have been conferred upon us.

The work before us is a great one,
and very much remaineth to be accom-

lished according to the prophecies—

srael is to be gathered, Jerusalem re-
built, Zion established, the vineyard
of the Lord pruncd and the corrupt
branches cut off and cast into the fire,
while the good branches shall be t=
ed in and partake of the root and fat-
ness of the tame olive tree. There is
a great work to be accomplished in the
earth. But the Lord has said by the
mouth of His servants that He will
cut His work short in righteousness in
building up His Kingdom in the latter-
days. True; when the Lord speaketh

e does not reckon time as wetu. The

¢ 'was, in the infancy of this

|
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Lord and the accomplishment of His
reat work before this time. DBut as
our minds grew and our ideas enlarged
we began to preceive that we were
only children our views and feel-
ings, our ideas and expectations. We
had the views, ideas and expectations
of children; and we see how the Lord
has enlarge& Israel and expanded His
work: and now we behold so much
more to be accomplished than what has
been accomplished that we are apt in
our minds to put off the day ot the
Lord a great way. The time was that
we looked for one temple. The early
revelations given to the Latter-day
Saints predicted ¢ temple in Zion, and
Zion inour minds at that time was a
little place on the Missouri River in
Jackson County, Western Missouri—a
town and a few surrounding villages,
or a country, peradventure it may be
as large as a county.
heard the fulness of the Gospel preach-
ed by the first Elders, and read the re-
velations given through the Prophet
Joseph Smith, our ideas -of Zion were
very limited. But as our minds began
to imw and expand, why we began to
look upon Zion as a great people and
the stakes of Zion as numerous, and
the area of the country to be inhabited
by the people of Zion as this great
American continent, or at least such
portions of it as the Lord should con-
secrate for the gathering of His people.
We ceased to set bounds to Zion and
her stakes. We began also to cease to
think about a single temple in one cer-
tain place. Seeing the different stakes
of Zion that were being organized we
perceived the idea, possibly, of as
many temples. Having had one spot
pointed out in the revelations for the
temple in Jackson County, our minds
expanded so that in a short time we
were building another temple in a stake
of Zion in Kirtland,Ohio. A little while
afterwards we were laying the founda-
tion of a temple in Far West, Missouri,
and driven before our enemies from
that place we next laid the foundation
and built up a temple unto the Lord in
Nauvoe, hen we located in the
mountains and laid the foundation of
a temple in Salt Lake City, who of us
had an idea that before it should be
completed we would be administering
in a temple in St. George, and another
in Logan and another in Manti, and
who conceives the idea to-day that by
the time these are completed and the
Saints have officiated in them, we will
be scattered over the American conti-
nent building temples in a hundred
other places? All this comes within
the range of possibility, nay, probabil-
ity, almost amounting to certainty.
One of my brethren behind me here,
who understands these things and who
can speak knowingly in regard to
them, says that we mgy put it down as
a certainty, thatbyan b{ there will be
hundreds of these temples throughout
the land. Our minds are beginning to
comprehend the object and ‘%urpﬂse of
the temples of our God. e realize
that they are places where the Lord
bestows the keys of life and salvation
gertﬂ.iniu to the everlasting Yriest-
ood, and opens the door of redemp-
tion and salvation unto our dead. We
begin to comprehend a little of the vis-
ion shown to Ezekiel, as recorded in
the 37th chapter of his book. Ezeigel,
while under the influence of the Spirit
of the Lord, was setdown in the midst
of the valley which was full of bones.
He explored the valley, saw there were
very many bones, and, lo, they were
very dry. The Lord commanded him
to prophesy concerning them, and he
rophecied saying: ““O ye dry bones,
ear the word of the Lord. Thus
saith the Lord God unto these bones;
Behold, I will cause breath to enter in-
to you, and ye shall live: and I will
lay sinews upon you, and will bring u
flesh upon you,and cover you wit
skin, and put breath in you, and ye
shall live; and ye shall know that I am
the Lord. * * * And the
breath came unto them, and they lived,
and stood up upon their feet, an ex-
ceeding great army. Then He said un-
to me, Son of man, these bones are the
whole house of Israel: behold, they
say, Our bones are dry,and our hope
is lost: we are cut off for our parts.”
Now, these were not the prophets and
saints and righteous dead who had
been partakers of the blessings of the
Gospel and of the Priesthood while in
the flesh, but were those who had pass-
ed off in a day of darkness, and in their
lost condition said toone another and
sald 1n their hearts, **Our bones are
dried, and our hnpe 18 lost: we are cut
off for our parts,” DBut lo! the plan of
salvation for the dead is revealed. The
scheme which the Father had provided
for the redemption of those whose
hope was lost and who were cut off is
revealed unto their children, unto
those who have been gatlmrud from
their Iﬂn% dispersion, and who have
received the keys of the Holy Priest-
hood, which bringeth life and salvation
to the dead as well as to the living,
Having these keys committed
unto us we proceed to establish Zion;
to build up her Stakes; to Huild her
temples: to gather together those who
purify themselves before the Lord aud
qualify and fit themselves to become
saviors upon Mount Zion by entering
into holy places and officiating for
themselves and their dead, thus laying
the foundation forthe redemption o
the dead in being baptized for them,
in being ordained for them, in being
blessed and endowed for them, in re-
ceiving the keys and the kev-words for
them, that in the day when the Elders
who have passed behind the veil shall

reach to them the Gospel of glad tid-
of great joy, lo and behold! they
receive it an

When we first |
men to repentance and to see how

from the dead and stand upon their
feet an exceeding great army and be
restored to the blessings which God
promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
and their seed after them.,

Now, this is the work before us, and
I wan% to ask my brethren, the Elders
of Israel, how long shall we be in ac-
complishing this work? Can I tell you?
No, it is not given me to know. It is
suflicient for us to know that the time
has come for the work to be done: that
the Lord has turned the key and open-
ed the door; that it is an effectual door
which no man can shut—the door of
life and salvation. Hence it is our du-
ty to step forward and magnify the
calling whereunto God has called us.
Send out the young men of Israel;
send out the middle aged:; send
out those who have not as vet
cleared their garments of the blood of
this generation te call the children of

many will engage with us in this great
work of salvation and become saviors
upon Mount Zion. But this preaching
the Gospel to the outside world is a
small part of the work. It is but the
A DB C of the lesson to be learned and
the work to be accomplished. How
long, I ask, shall we be in accomplish-
ing this work? It is not, as 1 have
said, given to me to know; but I can
tell you in general terms. As long as
there is one soul (of all the sons and
daughters of Adam that have been born
on this earth) that has not had an op-
portunity of receiving and obeying the
Gospel; as long as there is one soul
that is in & condition to be saved and
that can be reached by this plan of sal-
vation, so long will the Latter-day
Saints be engaged in this work. But
what 1 was going to bring before your
minds was tnis: shall we expect that
the Lord Jesus is going to delay His
coming in the midst of His IEIEUPIB un-
til all this great work shall have been
accomplished? By no means. I do
not understand that He has ever inti-
mated anything of this kind. Nor need
we wait in our faith and in our expec-
tations till all these great and glorious

on the earth before the Prophet Joseph
Smith shall come unto us again, He
has ouly gone from our midst for a lit-
tle season. He has merely taken an-
other mission in advance of us. He
fulfilled the mission given unto him on
earth. The Lord was satistied with his
labors here. e lived long enough to
endow his brethren with full authority
to carry on the work that he had begun
on the earth. He took his departure
behind the wveil. The Lord suffered
his enemies to destroy him in the flesh,
to take away his life, and he was made
an offering—what shall I say? an offer-
ing for sin. Not in the sense in which
the Savior was offered, but he was
made a martyr for the truth and his
blood was shed to attestthe testi-

mony that he bore to the world.
He entered upen another short
mission. Where? Why, unto his

bretaren of the house ﬂf Israel, and
as many of the Gentiles as will receive
his testimony, behind the weil. The
mission of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ between his death and resur-
rection was a similar mission, but a
very short one. It lasted only three
days. While his body lay in tie tomb
his spirit visited the spirits in prison
turned the Key and opened the I_Llﬂﬂ‘l‘ of

their prison house, and offered unto
them the Gospel of salvation. How
many of them were prepared to avail

themselves of it at that time?
Comparatively few. But heo pened
the door and offered the mes-

sage of life and salvation, and hav-
ing done this, His fellow laborers—the
Seventies, Elders and others whom he
ordained to the ministry—as fast as
they finished their ministry in the flesh
—continuned their work among the
spirits in prison. So is the Prophet
Joseph Smith officiating and minis-
tering to those spirits, and so are all
his brethren, the Apostles, who have
cone in his wake, who have followed,
as it were, in his track. They have
just gone behind the veil. Who shall
we sa¥? Let uscallto mind a few of
the brethren who have passed away—
Brother David Patten ( the first of
the Apostles that was slain), Par-
ley P. Pratt, Heber C. Kimball, Orson
Hyde, Brigham Young, Orson Pratt,
Charles C. Rich, and others of the
Apostles; also Patriarchs Father Jos-
eph Smith and Hyrum Smith; Elders
Samuel H. Smith, Don Carlos Smith
—all the first Elders ¢f this Church
and the Presidents of all the early
quorums, and a vast company of the
members of their quorums. All these
and many more are laboring in the spir-
it world preparing the spirits thereof to
receive the benefits and blessings
which are now about to be offered to
them in the temples of God. In other
words, ‘*a ticket of leave” is about to
be sent to them to the effect that their
friends on the earth have officiated in
their behalf, have complied with the
ordinances which are appointed for
their redemption, which will enable
themn to advance into a higher sphere,
to walk upon a higher plan, to enter a
higher class where they can be further
instructed and 1;::‘-::}1:11‘0(1 fora glorious
resurrection. And as fast as this work
is accomplished—and it is nigh " at
hand, it isnow even at our doors—
there will be another step made in ad-
vance; there will be another mission
unndertaken. The next mission will be
to come and prepare the way in Zion
and in her Stakes, and in the temples
of our God for turning the key of the
resurrection of the dead, to bring
forth those that are asleep, and to ex-

alt them among the Gods. And who

will be put in pos- | will be first and foremost? Why, he

things shall have been accomplished |P

be? 1tis not given to me to say the
month, the day, or the hour; but it is
given unto me to say that that time is
nigh at hand. The time is drawing
near (much nearer than scarcely any
of us can now comprehend) when Jos- |
eph will be clothed upon with immor-

tality, when his brother Hyrum will be

clothed upon with immortality, when
the martyrs will bé raised from the

dead, together with their faithful
brethren who have performed a good

mission in the spirit world—they, too,

will be called to assist in the work of
the glorious resurrection. The Lord

Jesus, who was the first fruits of the

dead, the first fruit of them that sleep,

and who holds the keys of the resur-
rection, will bring to pass theresur-

rection of the Prophet Joseph and his
brethren, and will set them to work in
bringing about the resurrection of
their brethren as He has set them to
work in all the other branches of the
labor from the beginning. And the

Lord Jesus willappear and show Him-
sclf unto His servants in His temple in
holy places,to counsel and instruct and
direct. He will appear in the glory of
His Father in His resurrected body
among those who can endure His pres-
ence and glﬂr{l. And all this I expect

long before He will waste away and
destroy the wicked from off the face
of the earth. True, we have, in our
limited understanding, perhaps imag-
ined, many of us, that this giorious
resurrection was to come upon us and
upon the whole world suddenly, like
the rising of the sun. But you must
remember the sun does not rise the
same hour and the same moment upon
all the earth. It is twenty-four hours
in rising and twenty-four hours in set-
ting. So with tne resurrection. There
is a day appointed for the resurrection
of the righteous., And it is sealed up-
on the heads of many that if they are
faithful and true they shall come forth
‘*in the morning of the first resurrec-
tion;” but the morning lasts from the

tirst hour of the day until mid-day,

and the day lasts till night; and the

ared or counted worthy to have part
in the first resurrection—shall not live
again until the thousand years are
ended. In other words, the first res-
urrection will have been ended, and
another period appointed for the res-
urrection of the rest of the dead.. But
this ‘““morning of the first resurrec-
tion” is nigh at hand, and blessed are
those who, through their faithfulness,
shall be counted worthy to have part
in it: for they shall be crowned Kings
and priests with God and the Lamb—
they shall reign with Christ and in the
midst of His people, and carry on the
work of the redemption and resurrec-
tion of the Saints of God. And while
in some Parta of the world the Elders
of Israel are preaching the Gospel un-
to the heathen nations who have not
been ripened for destruction, but
whose kK ;_FE and mighty men have ]1;&1'-
ished, and whose governments have
been broken in pileces and wasted
away, and the government of the
Kingdom of God has been extended
over them; while this is ﬁﬂiﬂg on in
some portions of the world, in other
places, even in Zion and in her Stakes
and in Jerusalem, the children of God
will be engaged in the redemption of
their dead In the temples of our God
and in the resurrection of those that
arecounted worthy of 80 great a sal-
vation,

Then I say we need not put off the
day of the Lord so far from us. Rather
let us prepare ourselves forit; forlo
and behold! He cometh quickly
and blessed are they who are prepurﬂd
to receive Him; for they shall enter
into His rest and be crowned with
glory and shall labor with Him and
with the Prophet Joseph and his breth-
ren in bringing to pass this great sal-
vation and redemption of our God.

May God help us to continue faith-
ful, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

CORRESPONDENCE.

FROM AN EMERY cobnry con.
RESPONDENT.

RBedeeming the Desert — Keeping
the Word of Wisdom — Young
People’s Associations and Round
Dancing—Weather—lielp Wanted
—Grievances Against the D. & R.
. Railway.

HUNTINGTON, Emery County
" Feb. 11th, 1884,

Editor Deseret News:

The people are well satisfled with
their location. This valley is proving
the saying that the **desert shall blos-
som as the rose.” Those who saw
Castle Valley before it was settled and
have seen it of late years, especially
last year, when the crops were just

| getting ripe, know that if ever a valley

Liismipﬂiuted the people for the better
this has done that. There has been
lenty of grain raised here to provide
or the wants of the people, and some
to spare. There is only one thing
lacking to make everybod hapﬁy, an
that is a good market for their pro-
duce. _

1 do not know how it is in other set-
tlements, but I know in Huntington
that, although they are not very large,
the tithing bins are full to overflowing, |
hoth of grain and vegetables, and i
have heard the Bishop remark that he
believed [that with very few excep-
tions the people have paid their tithing
up in full, There has also been quite

q reformation among the people in re-

- authorities of the

rest of thedcad--those that are not pre- | Th

fifth of them use tea, coffee or tobacco

It is also the general feeling amon
the people to sustain with their fait
and prayers, and their actions the
: whole Church,
especially those of this Stake, whom
t\fi{ are more immediatelyassociated

rith,

Our Sunday and testimony meetings
are very well attended, as are also the
Elders’ Teachers’ and Deacons’ mect-
ings,

he Y.M.and Y.L.M.I. Associations
are in a very flourishing condition, and
are well attended. Ata joint meeting
held a short time ago the young peo-
ple almost unanimously voted against
round dancing. I must not forget the
Relief Society and Primary, they also
hold their meetings regularly.” We
have a very good day school here
taught by Brother Elias H. Cox,astist-
ed by Miss Harriet Caldwell. There
are 89 scholars. The average atten-
dance at our Sunday School is over 100
scholars.

There is some talk of building a co-
Op. grist mill here next summer. It is
something we need here very much.

The last two weeks have been very
stormy. There is about eight inches of
snow on the ground, with plenty of it
in the mountains. In consequence of
80 much snow we expect traveling to
be very much impeded in the spring,
owing to high water. In connection
with this I will say, that if ever a peo-
ple who are striving to build up a new
country needed a little help, the people
of Emery County do. We have sent in
a ];ietitmn to the Legislature asking for
help to build at least one bridge, and
to make a road through Huntington
Canon. If we can get help to build 4
bridge over Price River it will give the
people hqfe that some day we can get
our malls regularly, and that the
‘raveling public can come and go with-
out (as it is now during high water,)
& great deal of danger both to life and

property.
We also need help to build and finish
a4 road through Huntington Cafion,

1s route is the most practical, short
and easy grade of any leading from
this county. The distance by this
route to the mouth of Spanish™ Fork
Canon is about eighty miles, while by
the other roads we already have to the
same 1;01‘111: it is about as follows: By
way of Soldier Cafon (which will al-
ways be a dread to the traveler)
through Emma’s Park and down Span-
ish Fork, is about one hundred and
twent}r-ﬁve miles. By way of Cotton-
wood Cafion and Joe'’s Valley, over
five heavy summits, which can only be
crossed during a short season uty the
ear, itis about one hundred miles,

y way of Salina Cafion down the Se-
vier and thmuﬁh Sanpete Valley, to
the same point is about one hunc,lred
and eighty-five miles.

Although we do not claim good travel
through Huntington Cafion all the yvear
rﬂund,hlt can be traveled longer than
any other route, except Salina, aud the
difference in the distance in favor of
Huntington being over 100 miles, it will
pay the people of this county and the
whole Territory to make an effort to
get this road made. I say the people
of the Territory. because good roads
through our country and leading from
14 will make property more valuable,
Consequently the people will be called
upon to pay more taxes into the treas-
ury -than they would be if they were
hemmed up in the future as we have
been in the past.

“There is considerable fault found,
and justly, I think, with the Denver &
Rio Grande Railway, in regard to their
doing, or not doing as t ey agreed.
I know of instances where they
have appropriated to their own use
private property, such as lumber and
ties, that they have refused or neglect-
ed to pay for; also stock has been
killed, that influential men of their
road have agreed to pay for, but this
has not been done. I heard of one in-
stance of a poor man going to Mr.Wood,
when he was superintendent to ask
him for pay for a horse killed by an
engine, when Mr. Wood told him’ the
people ought to be sued for letting
their stock run on the track to endan-
ger the lives of passengers. There are
also instances of the eople being
overcharged for treight that they have
had to pay without any redress being
riven them. One of them I will men-

ion; last summer Bishop Charles Pul-
sipher had a sawmill brought from
Cincinnati, Ohio. The freicht agent of
the D. & R. G. in Salt Lake City agreed,
In writing, to deliver it at Castle Val-
lely Station for $4.10 per 100 pounds

When the mill got to Castle Valley,
after being six or eight weeks oo
the road, he was charged $469 per 100th.
When Mr.Pulsipher complained he was
::n‘lcd _t.c; pay t]he ill, an Eﬂrward the
ecelpl, and agreement (for $410) to
~alt Eﬂ.ke, and they would give him a
rebate. They have got his papers and

he has got nothing, although it is six
months since this happened. Their
f)ussenger rates from Salt Lake to

rice are $8,40 while to Sg:ingville near-

ly half way it is only $2,565. ~They also

discriminate heayily ingt Utah in

favor of Colorado, arties in Salt

Lake tell me they can get lumber from

Montrose, three hundred and fifty
miles from Salt Lake, as cheaply as
they can get it from P. V., Junection,

the freight being about the same.

It is
also a well known fact that l

they dis-

charge Utah men, and bring men
from Denver to fill their places. We
have also got papers to show where
they charged us $62.00 for a car of

freight 46 miles, while'at the same time
they were brin@%omrs of lumber from
Montrose for Is it any wonder

that I as_well as others advise the




