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proper orders and decrees for the
purpose

after the united states su-
preme court centeredrentreo ered the decree
annulling ttttethee charter and escheat
I1ingng to the united states the property
of the mornionmormon church it withheld
the decree in the case through a de-
sire to find the bestbeat method of dis-
posing of the confiscated property or
finding private owners to whom it
might be reverted the object of
senator edmundsedmund bill is to declare
by congressional enactment to what
use the money and property may
be devoted and to relieve the
court of its embarrassment

ON historical GROUND
0

lexinlexington1 ton iscelebrated as the final
resting Pplacelace of the leddingleading feegeneralsgenerals
of the confederacy viz lee and
jackson and also as a seat of learn-
ing here are situated the virginia
military institute and the washing-
tonconandand lee university I1 recently
visited the latter institution and
met professor white of the faculty
and john L campbell esq treas-
urer of the university frthem I1 learned the following hihis-
torical data reletive to the uni-
versityver sity

the germ of washington and
lee university was a mathematical

bandk and classical school called thetheauau
gusta academy established in 1749
by robert alexander near green-
ville augusta county it was the
first classical school in the valley
of virginia and waswad continued by
an uninterrupted succession of prin-
cipals and assistant instructors on
successive sites increasing in use-
fulness and influence until it gradu-
ally developed into washington aridand
lee university robert alexander
was a master of arts of trinity col-
lego

col-
lege dublin university he was
of the scotch irish immigration
which settled in the valley of vir-
ginia hebe located in augusta county
about 1743 in 1753 mr alexan-
der was succeeded by john
brown D D as principal and
during his administration the acad-
emy was removed to rockbridge
county I shortly before the revol-
ution

in 1776 william graham suc-
ceeded mr brown as principal and
under his auspices the academy con-
tinued with advancing fortunes
incited by the patriotic spirit of the
day and on the first meeting after
the battle of lexington the trustees
direct the record for the ath of may
1776 to be entitled liberty hallhail
as this academy is hereafter to be
called instead odtheof the augusta acad-
emy it was again removed in
1785 near to lexington where yet
stand the picturesque stone ruins of
old liberty hall burned in 1803
and was removed finallyfinally in 1802 to
its present site within the limits of
lexington we visited the old
ruins whose stone walls
in company with their owner prof
white he has hadbad many offers for
the ruins but has refused them all

hohopingling to see the university acquire
title to them in the near future
the school waswae sustained by its own
tuition teesfees alone until 1796 Wwhenbell it
obtained as its first endowmentendowsent the
sum of fifty thousand dollars from
george washington to whom the
legislature of virginia in 17861785 had
presented shares in two canal com-
panies incorporated inia virginia
rhefhe potomac company and the
jamesjameaJ amea river company these
shares wereere afterwards retired and
by solemn compact on the part of
the legislature of virginia in con-
sideration of retiring this stock of
the old james riverbiver company
the treasury of the common-
wealth is to pay to wash
ington college six per cent
interest on the sum of fifty thousand
dollars annually forever after its
endowment by general washington
special acts were posedpat seu bt stowing
upon the institution his immortal
name it is not an insignificant co-
incidence in the mutations of human
affairs that william graham the
pillar and stay of washington col-
lege in its early days had for his
classmate and most special friend at
princeton in 1773 harry lee the

of washington its mu-
nificentent benefactor the respected
father of robert E lee its late
president under whom was so
auspiciously advanced the work so
wisely inaugurated by graham and
washington and the patriots of the
past the cincinnati society
composed of the surviving officers
of the rev war decided
in 1802 to dissolve the association
and assign their funds to some
benevolent object and the result
was that the society in U delldeed as
they declared by the ae of
washington their lealeahi by a
desire to promote his papatrioticC teu

pur-
pose

r-
dappointed the restresidueueooff theirair

funds to washington college
this endowment abouamouamountstits to
more than twenty five thousand
dollars john robinson a native
of relandireland a trustee of the college
a soldier under washington filled
with love and veneration for his
virtues and a laudable zeal to fur-
ther promote the noble purposes of
the father otof his country in 1826 be-
queathedthed to washington college
hisbis whole estate amounting to

there is a neat monument
erected to mr robinsons memory
just to the left of the main entrance
these funds are still preserved in-
tact and yield a revenue off six per
cent

atAI the outbreak of the civil war
mostmoat of the students were organized
into a military company called
the liberty hall volunteers

and entered the confederate service
in junojune 1861 under the command
of captain james J white one of
the professors of the college the
company was assigned to the fourth
virginia regiment in the stonewall
brigade it participated in all the
battles of the army of northern
virginia winning distinctiondes on
every field and sharing in all the
glories of that splendid army in
june 1864 general david hunter
on his campaign in the valley of
virginia occupied L hingtonxing ton and
the college that bore the name and

was ballhallowedowed with the memory of
washington did not escape the fate
of war but was sacked its
chemical and philosophical appar-
atus destroyed and its libraries to a
great extent scattered and rutiruinedjed
at the close of the war the endow-
ment amounting to about
chiefly in virginia state securities
waswag w whollyholly unproductive theotherthe other
property of the college was estimated
at the board of trustees
met on the ath of august 18661865 and
elected general robert E lee
president at the same meeting
the board instructed its finance
committee to borrow
to repair the buildings procure
necessary apuaratus and books and
payay arrearagesaneaarrearages of salaries the col-
legeage being without income or credit
the money was borrowed on the pri-
vate credit otof members of the board
of trusttrusteeeee the necessary hooksbooks and
apparatus were provided and the
buildings fitted furfor occupancy at the
coming session general lee ac-
cepted the position and in so doing
gave a new impulse to the old col-
lege of washington attracting a
large number of studentsstu dento reassuring
its friends and enlisting in its behalf
many generous benefactors in all
parts of the country the general
arrived in lexington on the

of september and he was for-
mally inaugurated and the session
opened on the 2ndand day olof october
1865 the course of instruction was
greatly eDlenlargedarged new professor
ships added and the college placed
in the front rank of southern ansti

of learning A handsomehand bome
chapel and residence for the presi-
dent were erected and great im-
provementsprove ments made to the buildings
grOUgroundsgroudasDds library apparatus and ap-
pliance of instruction in october
1870 washington college was
called to mourn the death of its
honored president his body lies in
a mausoleum I1inn the rear of the chapel
which hebe bubuiltat and in the chamber
above the vault is placed the re-
cumbent figure by valentine a
masterpiece that attracts visitors
from all parts of the counary in
1871 1 general 0 W curtis lee suc
needed hisbis father in the presidential
chair a position which he still
holds and in the same year the
legislature of virginia changed the
dame of the institution to its pres-
ent corporate title the WAlwashingtonhington
and lee university the in-
stitutionution has been repeatedly en-
dowed since the war cyrus H
mccormickMcCormlck the inventor of the
reaper which bears hipbifi name was
born in rockbridgeBock bridge county va
february before his death
in 1884 he generously bestowed the
sum of twenty thousand dollars on
the university and since he died
the trustees under his will have
added another twenty thousand dol-
lars making forty thousand dollars

george peabody of london the
great philanthropist in september
1869 donated to the college
in 1872 william W CorcorcorancoraD of
washington city donated
robert H bayly esca prominent
citizen of new orleans died in 1872
and by hisbis will left to the
university mr lewis brooks of
rochester new york established


