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rrightgh t reverend bishops and other
didistinguishedanguishedatingui shed divines who indorsedendorsedindorsed
this call lived in idaho while hold-
ing such views they could neither
vote hold office nor serve as jurors
if revbev mr somerville was a citizen
of that state under this constitution
he would not only be dis franchisedfranch ased
but would be liable to prosecutioncution
for conspiracy in that he teaches
and advises that god must be re-
cognized above the chief executive
of american governments his
audacity in presuming to place the
SAlsupremepreme being above his ex-
cellencycellency the governor of idaho
would not only be condemn-
ed but severely punished

under this clause of the consti-
tution no roman catholic would be
entitled to vote serve as a juror or
hold any civil office because he is a
member of an order organization
association corporation or society
which teaches or advises that the
laws of the state prescribing rules
of civil conduct are not the supreme
laws of the state pope leo
I1inn his of january I1100 last
in treating of the civil duties of
catholics makes the following de-
clarationcl

but atthe laws of the state are in open
contradiction with the divine law if they
command anything prejudicial to the
church or weare hostile to the duties imposed
by rengrenstonton or violate in the person of the
supreme puffpontiff the authority of jesus
christ then indeed it is a duty to resist
them andandaIL orimecrime to obey them ea crime
fraught with injury to the state itself

the same pontiff in a parapapal de-
cree issued in 1886 declares that

the judicial functionariesfunction aries must refuse
obedience to the state and to the laws of
the country which are in contradiction with
romanboman catholic precepts

it will be interesting cowatchto watch
aventi in idaho and see if roman
catholics holding to these teachings
of the pope which must be accepted
as the rule of faith of all good calbocatho-
lics will be permitted to exercise the
elective franchise in the new state
intheyif they are it will be in direct viola-
tion of the constitution

the gentleman from idaho how-
ever has been candid enough to ad-
mit thatmat the disfranchisement clause
under consideration was intended
0onlyay for the members of the mormon
church why then was it not so
stated in anisama constitution why
was the word churchchurcV artfullyarefare fully
omittedomitt why was there no men-
tion of any religious societysoelety or
organization the answer is plain
the object was to deceive to cover
up and accomplish by circumlocu-
tion and indirection what they
deemed it impolitic to declare blunt-
ly and directlydirect fy namely that all
members of the hurchchurch of jesus
christ of latter day saints are here-
by excluded from voting and hold-
ing office in the state of idaho
this was avoided however evi-
dently for the reason that it was
thought that all euphemistic pre-
sentationsen tation of an odious principle
would avoid sounding the alarm to
the friends of religious liberty and
toleration but this scheme like
most contrivances for fraud and de-
ceit turns out to the dismay of its
projectors to be a bungling inven-
tion and may be used to harrass
oppressP ress and disfranchise other
religiousous denominations besides the

cormonsmormonsMorrmmonsons as has been plainly
demonstratedm0sart d in this discussion

As to the gentlemen who com-
posed thothe idaho constitutional con-
ventionvention it is probable that most of
them will suffer no personal incon-
veniencevenvenilenceence by this or any other reli
bous test as it is likely that they
have noDO use for the name of god ex-
cept to supply the expletives of pro-
fanity but it maybe that some
of them in that far off mountain
region still have sweet memories of
the angelus bells heard in childhood
and some others may remember the
words of the westminster and cate-
chism and the time may come when
they and their friends will be hoistboist
by their 0ownwn petard and compelledcorn pel led
to drink of the poisoned chalice
which they have prepared foi the
mormonscormonsMormons

mr speaker as the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints
commonly called the mormon
church has been spokenken of during
this discussion as a criminal organic
atlon and its members having been
frofrequently accused here and else
whereanere of entertaining and practic-
ing the doctrine of blood atonement
of having taken disloyal oaths
against the government while pass-
ing through the ceremonies of the
endowment and that the church
favored a union of church and state
to refute this and similar charges I1
present and placeplaca on record a state-
ment recently issued by the leading
authorities of abo v church

the speaker here read the of-
ficial declaration signed by the
first presidency andaad twelve apos-
tles of the church which was called
forth in consequence of the results of
the investigation before judge an-
derson

mr speaker it has been more
than intimated by gentlemen on the
other side that those members of
this houkehoubre who have sought to
eliminate the un american and
monstrous disfranchisement clause
fromi roettie constitution of idaho will
feel a tittlelittle mean when they come to
face their constituents at home
this insinuation is not only gratui-
toustousandand unjust but also insulting
and offensive insulting to their
peers on this floor and offensive to
the good taste and good sense of all
those who despise the pharisaical
cant the assumptionasumption of 1 I1 am purer
and hollerholier than thou this iqi an
old trick exposed and bald bare long
ago of assuming all the virtue and
all the intelligenceandaud on proposing
extreme unreasonable and uncon-
stitutional measures for alleged evils
to denounce all hosebose who oppose
them as sympathizers with crime
and immorality

religious bigotry like a cold
snake coiled on the human heart
poisonpoisoningipg every noble and generous
emotion is hardly more odious than
that narrow partisanship which
with brazen cheek and unc tius
smileamile with indecorous hilarity and
heartless gusto strikes a fallen foe in
violation of the law of chivalry as
well as the precepts of the sermon
on the mount and all this for a
mean and terni partisan ad-
vantage on the other band the
gentlemen on this the house
can proudly sayaay to their

ants we madeamade a manly effort to
save a proposed state of this union
from the reproach of religious per-
secutionse and intolerance we were
unwilling toco punish by disfranchise-
ment free americans on ac-
count of their religious belief anu
their membership iuin a christian
church we agree that polygamy
and bigamy shall be punished with
severe penalties to the end that they
may be prohibited and extirpated
hutbut we are unwilling that
people be punished for offensesfenaesof
committed by only men

the judge who gives the prisoner
the benefit of the law and the safe-
guards of the constitution is some-
times in cases of popular excite-
ment traducedtraducertrad by the mean and
vulgar asa if he arim
inis shielding his partner in guilt
from merited punishment but
what shall be said of emenlightenedlightened
gentlemen on this floor kind gen-
erous and humane in their private
relations who at the behest of
party exigency are not only wil-
ling to strike down the monuments
of religious freedom as guaranteed
by the constitution but would if
they could cover with obloquy all
those who oppose their hemeasc

to show how cruel unjust and
unnecessary the proposed disfran-
chisementchi is I1 will call to the atten-
tion of the ho aeise the progress al-
ready made in the discontinuance of
the practice of polygamy among the
mormonscormonsMormons from official reports on
file in the department of the interi-
or and from the evidence beffiebeffie the
senate and house committees on
territories it appears that from 75 to
90 percentper cent of the adult mormonscormons
are not and never have been in the
polygamous relationrejareia tion and of these
the great mass have taken the test
oath of registration required by the
edmunds tucker act of march 3
1887 swearing among other things
that they wwillIII obey the laws of the
united states with reference to
bigamy and polygamy and unlaw-
ful cohabitation and that they will
not aid abet couns 1 or advise any
person to commit anyaDy of the offenses
named in those laws

in june of that year the peopleleowe
formed a constitution prohibitingantiand
purdpunishingshing polygamy which consti-
tution was ratifieded at the next au-
gust election at least 95 per cent of
the mormon electors voting in its fa-
vor again in 1888 the legisla-
tive assembly enacted a law declar-
ing certain marriages to be unlaw-
ful among them marriages
and providing severe penalties
against any clerk of a probate court
who shall issue a license in such cas-
es and also against any minister
preacher of the gospel or other per-
son who shall assist in the
z tion of such UDunlawfullawful marriages
the same legislature adopted 9 con-
current resolution in favor of the
prosecution of polygamous offensesoffe uses
as other offenses are prosecuted iuit
the territory

ausucheb are some of the means which
the mormonscormons of utah have volun-
tarily adopted foxfor the discontinuance
of polygamy and I1 do not hesitate
to declare that polygamous or big
amous marriages among the mor
mons in utah and idaho now arcandare and


