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I1 will callcan the attention of the con-
gregationgregation to the words of the lord
through moses spoken to the chilchii
dren of israel contained in the ath
and ath verses of the chapter of
exodus

1

nowenow therefore it yo will obey my
voicevolee indeed and keep my cotenantcovenant then
fall ye be i peculiar treasure unto menoveabove all people for all tilethe earth is

and le shall be unto me a kingdomof
priests and an holy nation

tnin connection with this passage I1
1l willvill read the words of the apostle

peter aaas recorded in the ath verse
ad chap of lot peter

lively stones are built tip
a spiritual housebonee an holy priesthood to
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
god by jesus christ

also the ath versevarse of the samecame
chachapterter

but ye aieate a chosen generation a
royalrorai priesthood an holy nation a peen

jl
liarilar people that ye should show forth thatho
pralsesalsea of him who hath called ye out of
darkness into thiathis marcellousmarvellousmarymarv ellous light 1

eiderelder penrose referred
ing to the fact of so large a portion
of the latter day saints baingbeingb dg call-
ed and 0bainedordained to be- rbear bome por-
tion of the priesthood remarking
that at timeatimes chehad queried iphisin his
mind as totd whyoby this babeowas appoint-
ededuniounto us this reminded nojno of
the scriptures I1 have just read n
yourdouryour hearing the consideration of
the subject involves the aholo mis-
sion otof the latteriatter day saints the
promise 0of god to ancient israel
contained in tho first text betabets forth
the purposes otteofTeof jehovahhovah in choming
the seed of abraham especially and
separating them fromfroim other peoples
and nations andraid taking them under
hiamis especial care aandnd gufgulguidancedancedanco and
leading them aaas he did out of

egyptian bondage with a mighty
liandhand and an outstretchedout stretched armarea and
planting themtheca in canaan in fulfilfugill
ment of the promispromisescs made to theirthein
father abraham andaud to isaaeisaac andana
jacob and god called abraham
to leaveleane hiatathera houbehouse and go to
a land which he should show him
and which heito afterwards promised
to him and hishisshiseeedfeed for an inherit-
ance hohehhadbadd this in view to makemako
of him and his seed a peculiar peo-
ple to makemallo of them instruments
in lishis hands of accomplishing good

the benefit of the world
more promised abraham on

occasion him and his beedeced
all the nations of0 the earth should
beblessbe Jales sodod and although this had
zleferefeeferenreneereaceco chiefly to the coming of
the son of god through his iineslineslineagege
who was to be the chietchief apostle
and high prielpriestt of our profession
the reacoReacemermor of the world it im-
plied the fact alsoniso that through his
beedseed the gospel should be carried to
all the world and the orahlea of god
delivered to men that prophets and
righteous meninen should babe raised up
who should act as the mouthmouthpiece
of god to the people amonamong whom
they should live and they should
have abraham for their father
among his descendants also kisefa
temple as well aaas the tabernacle
should be established and the ordi-
nances were to bobe revealed throughgli
them and the priesthood conferred
upon them andtind the word of god
preserved among them and handed
down totor future generations thus
maintaining the true character and
knowledge of lodgodlad and perpetuating
the amesame upon the eaithearth this was
a great worevoie that the dordlordmord purposedhedted
concerning the seedfeed ofabraham and
it was for this reagonreason and purpose
that afehe promised to establish ris
covenant with them forever

Tnowkow the priesthood referred tto0 in
scripture had not refereferenceance aaionoalone
to that lower or lesser order known
aaas the I1 1priesthood which
was confirmed by covenant upuponan
aaron and his seedfeed and upon the
house of hisilis fathers the tribe of
leal which priesthood officiated in
offering sacrifices and all0 the cesaelessorL
duties pertaining to the law but it
comprehended cometheomlomsomethingething more than
this the priesthood aaas a whole in-
cluding the Melchisedek or that
holy order of priesthood after the
orderof tho eonson of god and when
moses was made the mouthpiece of
thothe lord to israel in this preciouspr
promiseawewe find them helnhennhearkeninglening
to dimandkimhim and keepkeepingingRiahis covenantscovenant
they being a peculiar people un
him aboyabovea athoathe earthearths a choe

generation a royal priesthood and
he referred to them as a wholeawhile peo-
ple and not to the levites alone
and to the priesthood as I1 before
remarked as a whole including of
course thothe Melchimeichisedek priesthood
hence the words of peter ye are a
chosen generation a royal priest

i hood an holy nation
the same great purpose

prevail atatynty the present time
the calling and mission of the
latteriatter daysaints are tofulsulfulfillfulfil whaiwhat lato
here promised in thebethese scriptures
to bring about the restoration of
scattered israel the establishment
of ziondons the preparing a people for
the coming of christ a people who
are to bobe saviors upon mount zion
and thus fulfilling one of the pro-
phesies of onoone of thetha jewish pro

feetspheeb concerning the zion otof the
iatterlatterI1ator days that saviors should
come up upon mount zion to save
the housebouse of esau but the kingdom
should be the lordsTj no matter
how many might babe employed in
thisthia work of salvation as saviors
upon mountyount zion all should labor
as helpers and co laborerslaborera with
christ in the salvation of men

god has promised in the revela-
tions given to the datterlatter day saints
to make known unto them therul
ness of all former dispensations landand
ho has confirmed upon his serv-
ants in this dispensation ofdf the ful
ness of times the keys of all former
dispensation and zeverevealed all the
ordinances made known to the anra
iolentsclenta andd therefore it is our call
ing to complete the workworic that wwwas
inaugurated in former dispensations
of god to man at first josepjoseph
smith received the girtgift of seeing
visions and the gift of translating
dead languages by the arim and
Thum miniimandandaud when ii ia hadhadelerexer-
cised himself in these gifts for a sea
eon he received the keys of the

priesthood together with
his brother oliver under the hands
of john the baptist who was a res-
urrected boingbeing and who was the
last of thejewish high priests under
the dispensation of the law the only
sonpon of Zazacariahcarlah the high priest and
a child of promise who was behead
ed by order of herod having first
performed his mission inin preparing
the way of the lord and having
preached the baptism of repentance
for the remission of sins testifyingtestify ing of
jesus that was to comecoma and bap-
tizing those himbim in-
cluding thetho savorbavor himshimselfeiltfLitlfjohn having finished his mis-
sion sealed hiahla testimony with
his blood rose again from the dead
and continued to hold theeothebo keys of
the priesthood which ho laheJaheinherited
from lilsills fathersfathera and which were
confirmed upon him by the angel cf
the lordjord when he was eight days
old and he waswaa a bitfit0 t and proper
person to send to confer thosa keys
of priesthood upon joseph and
oliver in duo coursecourso of timetimes as
we read in the history which hohe has
leftlaft peter james and john aappear-
ed to him it was at a period when
they were being pursued by their
enemies and they had to travel all
night and in the dawn of the com-
ing day when they were weary and
worn who should appear to them
but peter jamesjaines and john for the
purpose of conferring upon them
thothe apostleship thothe keys of which
they themselves had heldheidb eldeid whilehilehiie uup-
on

p
thothe earth which had been be-

stowed upon them by the savior
this priesthood conferred upon them
by those three messenmossenmessengersgersgars 0onam braces
within it nilall offices of thetha priest-
hood from thohighest to the lowest
As hnshaa beonboon often tautaught us that the
keys of presidency of this apostle-
ship

apostalo
repneprepresent the highest authority

conferred upon maninan in the flesh
and by virtue of cheso kkeyskeys of pries t
hood thetho prophet joseph from time
to time proceeded to ordain and betsat
in order the priesthood in its
vanlonvanion 9 quorums arweas wo see it16 todayto day
ta thetho church and if tho questionaionalon
ba asked why and for what purpose
the answer would babe thothe idea con-
voyed

con-
veyed in ththe0 ianlanlanguage I1 hahatehave
quoted in accordanco with
tho design of the iilindrdird to
naiseraise up a peculiar people to himachhimacimacl i

P

a holy nation a royal priesthoodPriest hoodaa
kingdom of priests that shall bobe
saviors upon mount zion not only
topreach thotilo gospel to thathe beatter
ed remnants of israel but to save to
the uttermost thothe nations of the
gentiles inasmuchh as they will listen
and can bobe saved bbyy thathe rldianplann which
god has provided

the first important jaborlabor of this
ministry iais to go abroad andand preach
the gospel to thothe nagnatnationsdoosdons the gebgee
pel of the kingdom must boba preach-
ed to all people and nations and
tongues before the end can comec me
andaud by tho preaching of the rordoordword
and tho administering of the ordi-
nances of thetho gospel is israel

sought outcut from among the nations
among which they are scattered
especially tho seed of ephraim unto
whom the first promises apperappertaintammi

the promiseromise of the keys otof the priest-
hoodh for it must
that of all thothe seed of abraham
whom the lord chose tobto bear the
keys pertaining to this holy ordercroler of
priesthood the seed ofephraim thetha
boneon of joseph were the first and
chief while the tribe of levi un-
to which moses and aaron belong
ed was specially charged with the
administration of aTairaffairsbofbotof the lea-
ser priesthood under the law yet
ephraim the peculiar and chosen
son of joseph was the one whom
the lordluord had named by biahia
own mouth and the
prophets to inherit the keys
of0 presidency of this high priest
hood after thothe order of the son
of god in thisthia aisoalso we see the ful
ailment of the covenants endand pro-
mises of god not that joseph by
birthright inherited this blebiebleesing for
beudenreuben wasas the first born among
the twelve sons of jacob but we are
told in chronicles the ath bhchapterapter
that reuben forfeited this birthrightt
by hishia adultery and that god took
it from him and conferred it upon
the sonsbons of joseph and of the sons
of joseph he chose ephraim aaas the
chief and while the patriarch ja-
cob aaas we read iniri the chapter
of genesis adopted into hishia own
family two of the bonseona of joseph
ephraim and Manasmanassehsehaeb yet he
placed ephraim the younger fore-
most and him with the
chietchief blessing saying that mannamannas
seh shall be great but ephraim
shall babe greater thanthun he he shall
become a multitude in the midst of
thothe earth another scripture albalpaisoalso0
says concerningconcerninglog scattered lraetieigelithanelithat
ephraim has mixed himself among
the people and speaking of the
gathering of israel in the latter day
dispensation the prophet jeremiah
has eaideald that god would gather is-
rael and lead them aaas a shepherd
does his flock and kayscays he I1 am
father to israel ephraimbut is my
farat lorn now if ephraimEphrairniru has
been scattered and has mixed him
self with the people until their iden-
tity iaJs loat among the nations how
are they going to be recognized and
receive the promised blessings how
is it that ephraim shallshail bobe the fitalistst
born of thetho lord I1ina thethewtheygrenteatent gather-
ing

ather
ol01 ihotho latter daab it wono turn

back to thetho blesingble sing which moses
gave to the twelve tribes
found in deuteronomy we shall
there see that iuju blessing the tribe
ol01 sosephjoseph he especially charged
them with mhdtho duty otof gathering
thotha Ppeoplele from thetho ends of the
eearthartrpSslidd he Josephjosephale horns ureare
like thothe horns of unicorns thichwhich
shall push the leoplapeople together from
the ends of thetho earth and they are
the thousands otof manasseh and ten
thousands of ephraimEphralnaaloa showingshoving
that it shall bobe thathe ten thousands
of Ephraephraimlalioa and thousands of man-
asseh who shall be in the foremost
ranks of bearing thothe gospel message
to the ends of the earth and gather-
ing israel arm the four quartersof
the world in the last days who-
ever habhas read thetha book of mormon
carefully will hhaverivegive learned that the
remnants of the householise ofot joseph
dwelt upon the american continent
and that lehi learned by searching
the records of his fathers that were
written upon the plates of brass
that he was of thetho lineage of man-
asseh thetho prophetPropiletliet joseph inform-
ed us that the record of lehlnehlde hi wwswass
contained on pages thatwerewore
first translated and subsequently
stolen and of which an abridge
ment iaIs given us in thothe first bookboob of
nephineph which Is thothe rore
cord of nephi individually hohe
himself being of the lineage of ma
naseeh but that ishmael wasads of the
lineage of ephraim and thadthat his
sonsbons married into gehis familyand
gehis bons married Ishmaiehlehmaeismaelaeiaselis
daughters thus fulfIllfulfillingng the wordsi
jacob upon ephraim and manassehManassehsch
in the chapter of Gengenesisgenesiaesiaesla
which deysisybigys and letiet my name be
named on thomthem and thanthe nameame of
mmrv fathers abraham and isaac ancland
let them grow into a multitude in
the midst of the land thus thoseahme
descendants of almanassehaanaslanassehsch and eph-
raim grew together upon this
american continent with a sprink-
ling from the house of judahsadah from

descended who left jerusa-
lem 11 yearsyeara after ichilehi and found
ed the colony afterwards known as
Zarahemlaemia and found lyUY mosiahmoslah
thus making a combination an in-
termixturetermixture cfof ephraim and manssmanas-
seh with thothe remnants of judajudahb
and for aught wawo know thetha rem-
nants of kome otherothen tribes that
might have accompanied
Aaadpd buchfinch have growngrowa up on the
american continent butbat wowe aiesie

not informed that the prophet
joseph and thothe first elders of thiathis
church who were called and chosen
of god to beaethabearbean the priesthood
and lay the foundation of
thisL work were descended
from any I1 portion of those
remnants that peopled america
anciently and whose history

1 is given us in the book of mormon
i yet we find in the doctrine and
1 covenants the declaration concern
ing the first elders of this church
that they were of the house of
ephraim and another passage re-
ferring to the wicked and rebellious
bays they shall ba cut airoff from
among the people for the rebellious
are not of the seedfeed of ephraim
and there is a passage in the book
of mormon which is a part of
prophecy of oaon
plates of bracqbrasibrass and quoted by lehliehl
concerning the prophet josephjoeeph
smith who it saysbays was to berheralsed
up in the latter days to translate
the records of the Nephites and
whose name should be joseph and
who should be a descendant otof that
joseph that was soldgold into egypt
and also that that should be thathe
name oshisof hiahla father

now if the prophet joseph smith
was that chosen vessel out of the
loinsloina of joseph it may be asked by
some what evidence have we of
this lineage I1 answer the
mony of god the bestbeat of all testi-
mony for no record kept by mortal
man can bobe equal to it and that
too by reason of that quaint but
sensible old maxim it takes a wise
man to know who his father was
but a fool may ondbud out who his
mothemotheriwaswas and even it weve hwdbad
the lineage of the fatherfathers 1 t would not
be assureas surasuro and certain to us as the
word 0of the lordllord for he has had
eua eye upon the chosen spirits that
have come upon the earth in the
variousvalous ages from the beginning of
thetho world up to this time and as he
saidsaldsatsaid to abraham of the
multitudes of spirits that were
shown unto him inheavenly vision
you beoseo thatchat some are moromore noble
than others yes then yousou may
know there verewere some ol01others still
more noblenobie than they hudand he
speaks in the earnssame manner of the
multitude of thothe heavenly bodies
and saidsald he to abraham thou art
onoODO of those noble onescues whom I1ii
hovehave chosen to bobe my rulers the
lord has bontscat those nebieneble spirits info
the world to perform a special work
and appointed their times and they
haxehave always fulfilled thetho mission
given them and their future glory
and exaltationexaltation is secured unto them
and that is what I1 understand by
the doctrine of election spoken of by
the apostle paul and other sacred
writers for whom hohe did forofore
know he alsoalgo did predestinate to bobe
confirmed to thothe image of his son
that he might be the firstbornfirstborn
among many brethren such
were called and chofen and
elected of elodgod to perform a
certain work at a certain time
of the worlds history and in
duo time he fitted them for that
wwork0rk it will be remembered when
jeremiah wawass called of god in his
youth that he in orderovder to excuse
himself complained of his youth
and of hishia belfiebeing slow of speech that
tho lord said unto him that hohe
would be mouth for him and mat-
ter to hishia heart for he saldsaid he
knew him and called him from hishig
motmothershenigherIg womb to be a prophet unto
the nations and so he called john
thetho baptist by sending hia angel
Ggabrlel to his fatherrather zachariahZacheriaherlah and
giving him a promise that hishia wifewire
elizabeth though old and barren
should yet conceive and bear a soneon
and that his namonama should be john
who should babe a forerunnerfore to the
kivior to prepare the way before his
face and BOso he elected the seed
of ephraim to be that peculiar peopen
piapla I1 have referred to that holy
nationsnation a kingdom of priests a peo-
ple to receive the covenants and
oraloraclesrlesies and to be witnesses to car-
tain

cer-
tain nations of the goagod of israel
and how strict were his commands
thattiethat they ashouldoud have no other gods
buthibut him that they mightT be a stand
ing to the ididolol01 worshippersworshippers
and to all who believe not in the
true and living god

now ththe same spirit of mvrevelationelation
that caught out the prophet joseph
from thetha loinsjoins ofcf joseph who was
sold into egypt andend that raised
him up in this despendispensationgatson totoror0
belve thetho koysbeys of the priesthood and
to lay the foundation of this great
WIDworkk iain the earth has also called
the children of abraham from
amamongmg the kingdoms and countries
of the earth to fintst hear and then
embrace the everlasting gospel and
the remnants of the seedfeed of eph-
raim who were scattered frofrom
yalePalesunesUno and who colonizedizod thetho

shores of the caspian sea endand thence
made their way into the north ofeurope western scandinavia and
northern germany penetrating
scotland and england and con-
quering those nations and reigning
as monarchs of great britain ancand
mingling their seed with tho anglo
saxon race and spreading over the
waters a fruitful vine as predict
ed by jacob whose hranbranbranchesbranchedcheEr should
runran over the wall their blood hayhaa
poiperpermeated european bocisocietyety and it
coursed in thothe veins of thetha early
colonists of america and when
the books shall be opened and the
lineage of all men is known it will
bobe found that they havohave been first
and foremost in noble
among men in the various

breakingdressing
shackles of kinge raft andatia
and oppression of every kindbind
and the foremost andonamong men infupholding and maintainingning the
tbthee principles of liberty and freedom
upon this continent and establish
ining a representative governmentagandtiusand thus preparing the way for the
coming forth ofot the falness of the
everlasting gospel and it is the fore-
most of those spirits whom the lord
had prepared to receive the gospel
when it was presented to them and
who did not wait for the elders to
hunt them from tho hills and cor-
ners of the earth but theythuy werevere
hunting for the elderelders impelled by
a spirit which then they could not
understand and for this reason
were ttheye among the mat elders of
the Cchurch they and the fathers
having beenm watched over from the
days that god promised those bles-
sings upon isaac and jacob and J o-
seph and ephraim and these are

i they that will be found in the front
ranks of all that is noble and good
in their day and time and who will
be found among those whose efforts
are dIrectdirectedeV in establishing upon
thothe earth those heaven born princi-
ples which tend directly to bles-
sing and salvation to ameliorating
the condition of their fellow mminmidM
and elevating them in the scale of
theirthein being and among thosethese nisoalso
who receive the falness of the
everlasting gospel anoland the keys of
priesthood iuin the last daysdayss through
whom god determinedato gather up
again a peculiar peo
pie a bolyholy nation a pure seed that
shallFUR stand upon mount zion as easa
alors not only to the honsehouse of israel
butbat nikoaleo to the house of esauesaa

nowsownow the work of carrying chegosG os
polpal to the nations and gatgatheringherlig
the people mighty asas it isisisia not the
chiefchiet it isia but laying the founds
tion for the still greater work of thothe
redemption of the myrada of the
dead of the seedveed of israel that have
perished without the falness of the
gospel who too arearc heirs to thotha
promised blessingsblebiesingsaings but the time hadhaj
not cornscomme when they passed away
forfon the fulfuifulfillmentfulfilment of all that god
had promised abraham isaac andaad
jacob concerning their seed ezek-
iel in the chapter of his book
beautifully illustrates this doctrine
lain afa vision of the vaileyvalley of dry
bones I1 respectfully refer you totolt
the substance of the vision is this
the lord showedsnowed ezekiel a valley
fullfuli of dry human bonerbones and ho
asks him if those bonesbonea can lnelive
ezekiel answered 0 lord god
thou kno west IPI the lord then tells
him to prophecy to the bones
oh yeto dry bones hearrear the
wordward of tho lordlond and aaa he did
so there was a elinkingshaking andaud behold
the bonesbonea camocarne together bone to
its bone and to the word
of the nordlord through him flesh nadaad
skinstein and sinews came upon them
and the breath of life came into
them and lo10 and behold they stood
upon their feet an exceedingly
great army the lord then tells
the prophet that these aroare the vwholeholo
house of israellame and that they com-
plain of the non of thetha
promises upon their head saying
ouroarouroar bones aroare dried and our hope
Is lost all are cut onnoff for our parts
autho further tellstella hinahim to pro
checy unto them saying thus
eaithsaith the lord godgou behold 0 my
people I1 will open your graves
and cause you to comecomo up
outcut of your graves and bring you
into the land of israel etc andby whom shall this great andandrearmarwar

work be accomplished I1
answer by thetho thousands of ma

hand the ten thousandsthou rands of
ephraimEpbraim by this same people whoho
shall search out and gather together
the househowe of israel and who wiilwill
comocome up as upon mount
zion

paul tells caus concerning the meimet
ohlchi PrIespriesthoodthoad that it Is after
thothe order of an ende-sendless life without
begbeabeginning11nning of days or end of years
or in other words that it is eternal
that it ministers in time and also jnin


