THE DESERET WEEKLY.

935

SUNDAY SERYICES.

The services at the Tabernacle Sun-
day afternoon, April 25, 15898, were pre-
sided over by Elder Angus M. Cannon,
president of the Stake.

The choir sang the hymn:

“"Guide us O Thou great Jehoval}
Saints unto the promlsed land.”

Prayer was offered by Elder Jesse

West.
The cholr sang the anthem:

“Glory to the Lord, our deliverer.”

Elder Brigham Young of the quurum
of the Apostles, addressed the congre-
gation. In commencing he expressed
a desire to be blessed of the Lord, that
each and every one assemhbled might
be spiritually fed and built up in their
most holy faith. Times had changed,
said the speaker, since the early days
of the Church, and there were many
of the people that had almost drifted
from the truth because of their world-
1y mindedness. They were too much
taken up with the business arfairas of
life to live in posseasion of the spirit
of the Lord; and !n their anxiety to
outdo thelr neighbor in the race for
worldly wealth, oftentimes faltered by
the wayside and left the Gospel entire-

.

Elder Young said that argument was
not necessary in convineing honest-
hearted people of the truth of the Gos-
pel. It was the spirit of God working
upon fndlviduals that brought them
into the Chureh. The «tlll, small volce
whizspered the divinlty of the Gospel
and gave the people of the earth an
indisputable testimony as to its truth-
fulness, and this being the case, dis-
cussion was not a necessary function
in the spread of Church prineciples.

The speaker deprecated the fact that
in the homes of the Saints there was
not more order. (QGames and frivolgus
pastimes were induiged Iin to such an
extent, that the apirit of the Gospel
was hardly Inevidence, Some families
of the Saints were fast drifting Into
by and forbidden paths; they were be-
ginning to think too much of worldly
pleasures—danee halls, card parties.
etc.—to be of much use in helping
bulld up the kingdom of God upon the
earth; In fact they were throwing «ff
the armor of Christ and taking on the
armor of unrighteousness.

Elder Young referred to the spirlt of
warfare now rampant in the land, and
advised the young men of Zion to show
their patriotism to the nation by tilling
the s0il and getting from §t that which
would sustain those who had been legi-
timately called to the front to defend
the nation's honor and dignity. They
could show thelr loyalty to their coun-
try In a great many more ways than
one, and should not be ecarrlfed away
by the cries of those not insplred of
the Laord,

The speaker read from the revelation
on war given to the Prophet Joseph
Smith in early daye, In which the war
between the North and the South was
predicted, The same revelation de-
¢lared that the time would come svith-
in the borders of the Upited States,
when slaves would rise up In arms
agalnst thelr masters and internal dis-
sensfon would become rampant. Such
a condition had been predlcted, safd the
speaker, and would verlly come to pass.
A war of races wad now on: the
whites were striving against the colored
people, apd vice versa, and prepara-
tlons were now making for the fulfill-
ment of the prediction contained in the
revelation glven through the Prophet
Jogeph, The nation should strive to
hui{ld up ueace, and in dolng B0 God
would bless it and all the people there-
in.

Concluding, Flder Young Impressed
upon the Sainta that they could exhiblt
thelr patriotlsm to the nation by being
true to thelr God and not throw them-

selves into the chasm that had been
dug by uninspilred men. The mission
of the Gospel was peace, and the Lat-
ter-day Saints should strive to create
and malntain it.
The choir and congregation sang:
Our God we raise to Thee.

Benedictlon was pronounced by l-
der E. F. Sheets.

EMERY STAKE CONFERENCE.

Huntington, Utah, April 18, 189S,

Our quarterly conference was held at
Castle Dale yesterday and the day be-
fore. It had been feared that the at-
tendance would be small owning to
the fact that the time and place had
been changed only a few days previous,
This, however, was a mistake, as all
the meetings were crowded, and many
were not able to get inslde the house,

Elder Lyman and Elder Taylor of the
Twelve Apostles and Elder Fjeldsted of
the Firast Council of Seventies were
in attendance. )

At the opening meeting Elder Larsen
gave a brief report of the Stake,
whirh showed tha't the people were
advancing both temporally and spirit-
ually. The poor were being cared for
by their respective Blshops, and that
with the exception of Castle Dale ward
peace and good will, relgned supreme
among ‘the Saints.

Elder Lyman occupled the remaining
time of the first meeting, defining the
duties of the different officers {n the
Priesthood, showing how harmoniously
all were joined together for the per-
fecting of the Saints.

Elder Taylor occupied the time dur-
ing the afternoon meet'~~ contrasting
vividly the visible with the invisible
things of nature, showlng how easy it
is for the lmagination to bulld moun-
talns out of mole hills, and {llustrated
the perfection of the ~-irit of God in
défining truth and bringing peace to
the troubled soul.

During the evenlner on Saturday,
the Priesthood was called together and
the trouble at Castle Dale was amica-
hiy settied. :

Sunday morning Elder Lyvman pre-
=sented the general and local authori-
ties of the Church who were sustained
by unanimous vote.

John Y. Jensen was chosen and set
apart as Blshop of Castle Dale ward
with S8eth Allen and Peter Frandsen as
counselors.

Splendld instructions were given dur-
ing the day hy Elders Lyman, Taylor
and Fijeldsted * ~" raturned home
feeling thankful for the spiritual feast,
and thankful, too, for tha messengers
of peace who had poured oll upon our
trouhled waters, pointed out and hid ua
follow the way to the more perfect
Hte.

D. C. WOODWART Stake Clerk.

A TESTIMONY.

A sister who has embraced the Gos-
pel recéntly, writes from Carbondale,
Pa,., April 6, 1B98:

It §s about twenty years ago since I
first heard the name “Mormon." I
acarcely gave it a second thought at
that time, but in my recent experience,
when otie of the Elders of Israel came
to my door with a tract, I accepted and
read it, and it seemed like a message
gent from God direct to me. As soon
as I had a chance, I went to hear the
Elder speak and I thank my heavenly
Father that I did go. I always had my
Bible, but I thought 1t too sacred a
book for a sinner to read; but now 1t
appears to0 me a new volume, and I
realize that It is only by the Spirit of

God that we can understand the things

of God.

It has been over a year since I heard
the sound of the first'true Gospel note,
and I love to think of that time ‘and

of the day I was baptized, which was
the happiest of my life. I have had
many happy days slhce and sofne
cloudy ones. I have learned how ready
and willing God is to answer prayers,
for when I was about to enter the
waters of baptism, the powers of dark-
ness seemed to encompass me, and the
stream I was ready to step into ap-
peared almost like the river of death.
S5t I did not feel like turning back,
for I knew I was on the road to life,
and I asked the Elder standlng near-
est to me to pray for me, which he
did, and there immediately came over
me a calm feellng. I felt strong
enough to be baptized for all those
around me. It was then and there I
found out the power in prayer, and it
ig well for me that I did, for it was not
long before the evil one with his many
willlng aids put in his appearance
again, and his promptings came to me
something like this: "“Now don't you
say anything in favor or in defense of
the work you have embraced, for what
little you may say will not benefit
yourself nor anyone else.” I knew I
had started right, and had a testimony
of the work of God; but I scon found
that it was as necessary to acknowl-
edge that fact before my brethren and
slsters and bear my testimony to
others, as It was to podsess that knowl-
edge myself,

The evil one 13 ever ready to tempt
and decelve us In all ways, and has
evett tried to peravade me that I eould
attend other churches and live my re-
ligion good enough: but I soon found
that I could not, and I know that ‘*he
that planteth and he that watereth are
one.”” I believe the Rlders of Israel
who are out proclaming the Gospel do
not always reallze the amount of good
they are dolng. -

Your sister in the cause of Truth,

MRS. ANNIE E. WADEMAN.

AN ENJOYABLE CONFERENCE.

Whare Kaka, N. Z., March 7, 1833.

It seems to have been some time
since anyone wrote to the “News" from
this part. We may not be enabled to
glve quite as glowing an saccount as
some do in other parts of the world,
but we are sowing the good seed, and
beljeve that some 13 falling upon geod
ground.

I am laboring in the Wainpu district.
where I have been for the past year,
with Jos. A. M. Jacobsen as my senlor
companion. We have traveled consid-
erably, and spent a\great many happy
hours in explaining the Gospel to our
Maorl friends.

On the 26th and 27th of February,
our semi-annual conference of this dis-
trict convened at Uawa with the fol-
lowing Elders from Zjon present: E.
F. Richards; George H. Eyre, traveling
Elder of Turanga district; Jos. A. M,
Jacobsen, president of the* Wajapu
district, and Bryant C. Mecham, trav-
eiing Elder,

At the opening meeting it looked as
though our conference was going to
be a failure on account of so few in at-
tendance. However, we continued our
gervices, trusting in the Lord and
praying for the success of our confer-
ence. When our meetlngs were called
to order the second day, our house
proved to be too small and a great
many were compelled to stand out-
slde, beneath the scorching sun, An
excellent spirit prevailed and our con-
ference proved to be a great success.
Elder Rlcharda said he had enjoyed the
gathering better than any other one
vet since acting as president of the
misslon, not because of the great num-
ber which assembled, but of the hless-
ings that were showered upon us by
our great Redeemer. We can see that
His bleasings are stlll reaching t¢' this
far off isle of the seas.

Elder Richards spent *he balande nf



