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that goeth forth to proclaim this gospel
0oi the kingdom for this commandment
is unto all the faithful the lord also
says chosowhoso receiveth you receiveihth
meine and the same will feed you and
clothe you and give you money in
pursuance of that promise an army oiof
elders have gone forth to reprove the
world otof all ththeireir unrighteous deeds
and to teach them of a judgment which
is to come

for many months past it has been
considered easy to canvass country dis-
tricts without the use oiof money but
large cities seemed to present a front of
aristocratic coolness and indifference
impenetrable it was not until elders
taylor audand romney thoroughly and
successfully worked the city of lynch-
burg virginia containing about
people without purse and scrip that all
the eldersders could reconcile themselves to
the wisdom of such a course now
cities are being captured on all sides
say elders dalleydailey and miner who are
now canvassing austin texas ghis
morning we were walking down main
street wondering where our stamps
were coming from this week when to
our astonishment a negro came out olof a
store and said come here I1 want to

40do something and in going in he
handed us the amount of money to a
cent that we needed we are hon-
ored gguestsUests at the hotels of this coun
try VP writes elder sloan and an elder
of the louisiana conference states that
itft is difficult tottor him to travel without
having money with him as he no sooner
spends it than friends insist upon giving
him more

I1 refer only to a few of the hundthundredseds
of such testimonies in my possession to
show the spirit in which our elders have
taken hold of this work and the deter-
minationmiimination which characterizes their ef-
forts A while babakbackk we thought that we
must at least depend upon money for
stamps and washing but our eyes are
last opening to the tactfact that our father
in beaven that we have need
otof all these things

retrospectively viewing the mission-
ary work in the sousouthb one is well nigh
overcome with admiration and delight
atit thej progress that is now being made
whilebile two years ago our laborers num-
bered about we now have over
our success has increased even more
rapidly lustjust think of it last month our
elders used 33 twenty four page
tracts and nearly 1200 voices of warn
ing every family in the south gets a
tract and a visit thousands otof them are
reading toe voice of warning our
printers demand ptof us nearly per
month while uncle sams charges for
stam s alone amounts to 75 saying no-
thing otof extexpressress bills books of mor-
mon are distributed and sold by hun-
dreds and the L D S hymn book is a
boon companion of the southerner
thousands are in use totodayclity the peoplepeople
love to read the songs otof zion

our elders are the recipients otof many
compliments because otof their gentle-
manlymanly deportment their rare conversa-
tional gitsgifts their devotion to god and
their manly appearance

it may be said that in all this there his
nothing unless people are being con-
verted to the truth we answer that in
such works lie the seeds otof conversion
while many tracts are being distributed
many meetings are being held the
elder now who fails to hold at least five
meetings each week feels rebuked

some elders twice double that number
one pair in southern alabama held 34
meetings one week A conference re-
ported meetings and this was im-
mediately followed by a report from a
sister conference having only 23 elders
to do the work the enormous number otof

meetings for the week one elder
alone holding ii11 meetings series of
from xo10 to 20 meetings are being held
in neighborhoods strictly upon the first
principles otof the gospel apostasyApo stacy isis
no longer preached

such diligence on the part of the el
ders is not without good results in the
last seven months florida has furnished
over baptisms kentucky lately re-
ported over 6060 newly baptized members
attending one fast meeting with several
more applicants torfor baptism in that lo-
cality other conferences are working
as zealously

though the elders are busily baptiz-
ing converts the work of organization is
not being neglected our sunday
schools are becoming common in the
south branches of the church are
being organized in all sections the
saints are energetic they already
have erected and properly secured in
the name otof the church several credit-
able knemeetingeting houses the future out-
look iuin this line is exceedingly promis-
ing

in all this we feel to rejoice god is
softening the hearts of the people as
president said he would do
if we cannot convertconver evey perspersonpersonae we can
at least talk to them and allay the ungodly
prejudice so long a persecutor otof our
people and make them our friends
some of our elders have been offered a
salary to act as regular preachers for the
people two kentucky elders were a
short time since urged ioto accept wages
and hold a series ot01 protracted meet-
ingsings for the people

though so much favor is being shown
us we do not forget that satan is not
dead nor is he sleeping every power
possible is being exerted to weaken and
finally overcome the elders some are
tempted in one way and others in
another only by their united prayers
aud lasting their determined efforts and
the blessings of god are they able to
hold up under the pressure

while the people are serving sin the
judgments otof god pourpoor down upon
them we hear the voice of thunder
ings and the voice otof and
the voice otof tempests and the voice of
the waves of the sea lieaheavingving themselves
beyond their bound sl we hear of

wars and rumors of wars while
pestilences and famines are drinking the
utetile blood of nations all things are in
commotion and surely mens hearts
are failing them for tearlearl

out from the dmdin and clamor of all
these things comes the calm voice of
fearless determined and humble elders
crying repent ye foror the kingdom of
god is 0 u and there echoes
furthforth this laraueparable altheot the fig tree when
her branch is yet tender and
forth leaves ye know that summer is

ye in like manner when ye shall
see these things come to pass know
that it is nigh even at the doors
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I1 have been in the church now a little
over a year I1 was baptized by A Y
duke indand confirmed by the same and

elder peterson since then I1 have had
quite an experience friends forsook
me and would point the finger of scorn
at me but thanks be it to the giver of
every good and perfect gift the more I1
am persecuted the stronger I1 grow and
now I1 am able to defend the gospel at
all times and under any circumstances
I1 have yet been called to experience I1
know that it is the true and everlasting
gospel restored to earth and the lord is
pruning his vineyard for the last time

I1 rejoice to tell you that I1 am now in
the harness trying to advance the cause
of my master I1 was ordained to the
lesser priesthood just after I1 was baptiz-
ed and since that time by the help of
the lord have been trying to prepare
myself for the work assigned me on
august I1 preached my first ser-
mon my subsubjecteject was the first principles
ptot the gosp 1 I1 am now sowing seed
in good earnest for there is yet good
ground and I1 believe that some of the
seed sown has fallen therein and has
begun to take root and ere long will be
ready to harvest there still exists
much prejudice but not like it was
the people are beginning to see the
beauties of the gospel and some are
honest enough to acknowledge that we
have it

let me say to the elders who have
visited me I1 thank my heavenly father
for sending me the gospel and I1 thank
you for bringing it to me for you pre-
vailed with me and did every thing in
your power to prove to me that you
were true messengers of god and had
the true and everlasting gospel I1 bless
the day that I1 first saw you and I1 write
this that you may know that I1 intend to
keep on in the good work

here in this life we have many things
to encounter with many times darkdaric
clouds otof disappointment overshadowoershadow
our pathway some of our homes have
been visited by death which has robbed
us of some one of our family this has
been the case with us the lord gave
us two sweet little babies one of them
only lived a few days and was taken
away A sweet flower as it were
plucked frow earth and planted in a
saviors bosom we tried hard to keep
it with iusV but when we saw that it must
go we bowed in humblebumble submission to
the will of the lord for we know that
he boeth all things well if we are
faithful here what a grand and glorious
scene will be on the morn of the resur-
rection when the savior gathers in
hisbis jewels those sweet little childredchil 41drea
methinks will be the first to greet awOS

then all sorrow and trouble will be
past john tells us in revelations list
chapter that there will be no more sick-
ness nurnor death neither sorrow nor cry-
ing neither shall there be any more
pain As I1 write my heart is made glad
to feel the assurance that after having
fougfought ut lifetslifes battles there is rest for the
people of god

let us press on in the good work un-
til the lord removes us from this life
then we can rest peacefully and our
bodies will be resurrected and we will be
gathered home and if we have lived
right and brought up our children inin the
nurture and admonition of the lord we
will then gather around the throne of
godbod one unbroken family never more
to partpait W I1 ROGERS
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