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THE WAGES QUESTION.

THE advent of winler is to many
thousands of the laboring popula-
tion in various countries Lthe com-
ing of privation and suffering. As
the season advances poverty’s grip
pinches, and with frost and snow
empty cupboards and empty stom-
achs join to make wretchedness and
misery complete. There are many
noble efforts inaugurated by Chris-
tian societies and individual benev-
olence, to lessen the sum of human

made a profit by handling and dis-
tributing,or speculating, on the re-
sults of jlabor? Why should the
employed be rated for extravagance
while theemployer maintains high
style? If society demands a cer-
tain appearance from all who make
any pretensions te respectability,
why should the common, working
people be blamed for striving to
meet that demand as nearly as pos-
-ible, honestly, and with the result
of their own toil, and for wishing
to earn as high a figure as they can
get out of capital?

As to what is a high price for
labor, that is something out of our
power to determine, but it appears

| to us it should be regulated by its

real value to the employer, instead
of altogether by what it can be
squeezed down toin consequence of
a plethora of lJaber. Butl sentiment
enters very little into such gues-
tions as these, the employer striv-
ing to obtain hands as cheap as pos-
sible, and the employed trying to

suffering and take the sharpness of]
the edge of poverty. But the ob-
jects of charity are so numerous in
the large cities of the world that, in

spite of the alms of the generous
aud theschemes of philanthropists,
thousands upon thousands are left
to pine in the misery that comes
from lack of food and clething and
fuel, when the sun’s rays fall feebly
on the frozen earth. |

There is something radically
wrong in the organization of socie-
ty, when so many suffer hunger
and cold while the country teems
with abundance and thereis plenty
for all with a big surplus to spare.
While the rich grow richer the
poor get poorer. This is the result
in all eivilized nations and most
communities when they arrive al
any considerable age.

No scheme of human planning
has hitherto availed much to alter
this condition of things, and, as the
world is not ready to listen to any
Divine suggestions, there is small
prospect at present for any greal
change in the general social conui-
tion. Suffice it to say that God
has placed within the reach of
earth’s children the elements of
sustenance and comfort for all,and
it is not according to his economy

that the few should revel in lux-

ury while the many sufler for
the common necessaries.

We noticed recently, with pleas-
ure, a resolution passed by the
House of Delegates at St. Louis,
asking heads of departments of the
city governments toraise the wages
of laboring men. The Journal
of that city commenting on this
says, ‘““We cannot have prosperity
until good wages are paid to labor-
ing people.” We agree with the
sentiment. While we do not ap-
prove of greed on the part of work-
men, nor endorse the policy of ex-
orbitant wages, we do consider fair
living wages for the benefit of the
community generally. Extreme-
ly low. wages tend to make class
distinctions, to keep people in ig-
norance as wel as poverty, and vo
shut out from all but the employers
most of the means of refinement,
culture, and that progress which
all political economists profess to
desire for the whole race. :

It is argued by some that men of
means cannot afford to build and
make improvements such as they
desire unless wages are very low,
and that consequently high wages
are the cause of non-employment.
Buat are none but the weallthy to
have an opportunity of impreving
their homes and surroundings? It
wages are liberal the werkingman
can afford to employ other work-
ingmen in branches of labor for
which he i8 not adapted, The
laborer can build and improve his
home in his small way as well as
-the employer in his largs way, and
the means expended in liberal pay
to workmen is more likely to be
generally diffused than if saved and
hoarded up by the capitalist, and
thus its benefits will be more wide-
ly extended, and tend Lo general
prosperity,

Complaint is frequently made
about the high wages some
mechanics and other skilled work-
men demand, and they are remind.
ed, by those who desire their ser-
vices, of the low prices paid in
early days in Lhis country, But it
should be remembered that the
times and customs have changed
materially. People generally, un-
less in extreme poverty, live
better, dress better and have
better surroundings than in the
early times, and why shouald not
the skilful workingman share in
the Juxuries that have come with
the growth of the nation, as well as
the capitalist, who has simply

get all they can., It isthe old, old,
conflict, capital against labor, and
vice versa, that will always go on
autil co-cperation establishes unity
of interest between beth elements.

But ¢‘ a fair day’s wages for a fair
day’s work” should be granted the
world over, and a fair day’s work
for a falr day’s wages should be
equally universal. Oue of the sins
ot the latter days, for which the
Lord is to bring men to judgment,
is ‘‘oppressing the hireling in his
wages,’”” and another is the evil of
the laborer **whose eyes are filled
with greediness.” It is the height
of folly for working people to re-
main idle because they cannot ob-
tain the full price they set upon
their labor and ability, and it is
wrong for the man of means to try
to grind his fellow man, whom he

finds at a disadvantage, down to the
-lowest noteh for his services, We
woeuld like to see all workers fairly
compensated for their industry,and
believe that good --wages is more
likely to be productive of general
prosperity, advancement. and hap-
piness, than the stingy policy of
excersively cheap labor,
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THE DEATH PENALTY.

“WHo0s0 sheddeth man’s blood, by
man shall his blood be shed.” This
was the command of the Almighty
to the e¢hildren of men, given when
the family preserved from the
world’s destruction by water came
forth from their retreat in the ark
to commence anew the population
of the earth. That command, so
far as we are aware, has never been
repealed, The criminal law of civ-
ilized nations, so far as it relates to
culpable homicide, has been. based
upon this divine decree. The death
penalty for wilful murdasr, with
malice prepense and aforethought,

has prevailed for many generations,
and been considered the only just
punishment for this capital offence.
Of late years, however, there have
Leen many attempts to abolish the
dealh penalty, and substitute in its
place imprisonment for life or for a
leng term of years, This move-
wmevt originated with the best in-
ltentions, but, we think, from over
sensitiveness and misplaced benev-
elence, It has been tried to a Jim-
1ted exteut, and, we believe, with
ill results in every instance. lIowa
adopted the viewsof the ultra-hu-
maunitarians and has just arriv-

ed at the conclusion that a
great mistake was committed.
in all probability the death pen-

alty for murder will be restored in
Lthat State during the present win-
ter. lowa papers announce this as
almost certain, The Register ad-
vocales only a partial restoration
of capital punishment, and asks
that the penalty be left with the
Jury, arguing that if twelve men,
from the evidence presented, agree
that a culprit is worthy of death,he
Is most likely to. be fully deserving
of that punishment. This may be
well envugh, but a jury is more
likely to be influenced by senti-
mental considerations, and the
pleadings of cunniug and eloqusnt
advocales, than a judge who 1s ac-
customed to weighing facts and
testimony in the ¢old, clear light of
law and reason. But we believe

a preventive upon the man of ~io-
lence and brute passion as the cer-
tainty of an ignominious death as
the consequence of taking the
life of  another unlawfully.
Liet the idea that ““hanging is play-

ed oul” prevail as it did for awhile

classes, and the ruffian who robs
for a living will have little hesita-
tion in adding murder to his lesser
guilt if life stands in the way of
plunder. Any penalty short of
death, no matter how severe, af-
fords a possibility of ultimate escape.
Pardon may follow a term of prison
service and the chance of flight
always remains. But the sure exe-
cution of the extreme penalty after
conviction has & terror hanging
around it that nothing else ecan

bring to the criminal mind. |

The blasphemous and irrational
teachings of self-appointed repre-
sentatives of Deity, who wait on
the condemned with promises of a
sure passport into tue heavenly
kingdom on a mere expression of
faith in the Savior, have much to
do in robbing of its intended sever-
ity the death penalty for murder.
What a sbocking sight it is to
a person of common senge to
behold a hardened wretch, ‘whose
soul is stained indelibly with hau-
man blood, shouting and boasting
on the sca.ﬁ’ﬂld of the short cut he
is about to take into the full glories
of the sinless and sanctified! “A
murderer hath not eternal life abid-
ing in him,”has been pronounced by
the same authority as that whieh
commanded thedeath penalty. And
to think that a wretch who is pro-
nounced unfit to live among sinful
men can be prepared, by confessing
Christ to a preacher, to be thrust
out of this world into companion-
ship with the Immaculate God and

the Holy Ones who surround his!

throne, is horribly repugnant to
common sense as well as his divine
decree. Some infatuated creatures,
about to die for their crimes, have
even been led by the false docirines
of “*blind guides” to rejoice in their
guilt, because it was the means of
bringing them to the hope and ex-
ultation in the bliss awaiting them
as soon as they should be choked
to death! Teachings that lead to
such ghastly absurdities are alike
subversive of correct principle and
injurious to the welfare of society,

there is nothing so likely to act as |

contradicting the word of Deity

| and stripping of half its terrors the

penally designed to fright the
criminal soul and check dark deeds
of blood.

Nations and States will find that
God’s plan is the best. They may
tinker and patch up devices design-
ed to supersede it, but experience
will demonstrate that he knows
| more than they all. He made
man in his own image, and to pre-
tect that life which he imparted he
pronounced the death
the murderer, for this life, and
everlasting punishment for the
shedder of innocent blood in the
eternal life that is to come. Let
his law be honored by all the gov-
ernments of earth and when a
guilty homicide suffers the earthly
consequence of his awful crime, let
his blood be spilled upon the ground

—

of some of the most influential
men in the land. ‘Day by day
these, increase and are filed away
where day by day the dust settles
over, them practically for ever.

Gen. Boyntor gives several instan

ces of the distress occasioned by
parties going on, confident of ob:
taining a position, but who meel
with the “usual refusal, and who
actually did not have money
enocugh left to bear their expenses
home.”

The above furnishes a timely-
warning to the three ¢ Liberal”

all creation to raise eleemosynary
fands to carry them to the seat ol
Governmeut, that they might each
Jabor in his own particular way for
a place and a salary, while doing a
little incidental dirty work to please
their anti-Mormon confreres in
Utah. True, the correspondent’s
remarks are intended to apply di-
rectly to offices at the capital; but
they are equally applicable to the
case in question. BSo, that we may
do our part with the rest of the
press, we give them the benefit of
this warning, that they may pon-
der it in their thinking apparatus
and perhaps be led to save time,
money and the chagrin that follows
failure,

However, their time is not worth
much, the money, if they should
happen to get enough for board
end traveling, will cost them noth-
ing except the long effort to ecrape
it together, and they have become

defeat in their repeated unsuccess-
ful plots against the “Mormons.””
S0, perhaps this warning will be in
vain, Never mind. The consci-
ousness of having done our duty
will be our reward whatever may
be the consequences.

_*—‘ﬁ'h——_
WINE, ROSY WINE!

“PoUR out the Rhine wine,” sings
the disciple of Bacchus as he joins
his boon companions in deep liba-

the period-appetite., Yet who knows
what hedrinks from bottles labelled
with *‘the choicest brand:?” Im-
ported wine costs big money, anc
the vintages of southern Europe are
much prized in America, even in
the grape-growing sections of the

penalty on | Eastern States and vine-clothed

California. But modern chemistry
produces cunning arts, and if those
who well know tell the truth, much
of the highly valued imported wine
is villainously concocted and its
deep imbibers are deeply defrauded.

M, L. Bamberger, & wholesale

as an offering for his sin, instead of | wine dealer of Berlin, has publish-

strangling him to death like a dog,
which does not fulfiil the law and
is & mode of punishment uhworthy
of any Christian community.,

—— - P———
A WARNING.

THE Washington correspondent of
the Cincinnati Gazette considers
the press of the country will per-

form good services by warning dis- |

interested persons against going to
the capital with the expectation of
obtaining Government employ-
-ment. He says:

““It is a great mistake to suppose
that the recommendation of influ-
ential men, even if there happens
to be a senator or representatiye on
the list,is sufficient to secure a posi-
tion in any of the departments.
There are now in Washington hun-
dreds of good clerks of both sexes
who within the year have been
discharged because of the necessary
reduction in the force of the depart-
ments. These are well acquainted
with the personnel of the various
offices, and the moment an opportu-
nity for an appointment opens they
know it. Toose in charge are al-
ways ready to take some of these
back whenever a place can te
made, and this watchfulness added
to the fact that this class was only
dismissed because the diminished
appropriations made it necessary,
virtually closes the way to new ap-
plicants. In the next place the
rolls of the Departments are full.
It is doubtful whether twenty va-
cancies, which the real needs of
the service require te be filled,exist
to day. The files of every office

are loaded with applications, and

in New York among the cii ninal

many of these contain the nameﬂ

| dealers in the article,

ed a work exposing the nefarious
business of adalteration in wines.
He has given the component parts
of the various brands on sale
in Germany, from the chief wine
districts of France, Germany and

Spain. KEvery sample analyzed
contained deleterious ingredients.
Very few were manufactured from
the grape, and some were com posed
entirely of chemicals without a
particle of natural rruit juice. That

extent even in California, where
the cost of wine production is so
small, i8 ackoowledged even by
Taking a
“‘simple glass of wine’’is often a very
serious matter, and there should be
small wonder that the draining of
the wine cup over night is the sure
precursor of a terrible head in the
morning.

When the “Word of Wisdom?”
was given, in which it is said that
the drinking of wine ‘‘is not good,
neither mete in the sight of your
Heavenly Father, save in offering
up your sacraments before Him,”

ant revelation was declared to be,
“in consequence of evils and de-
signs which do and will existin the
hearts of conspiring men in the

sufficient. The foolish will not re~
ceive counsel, ““What harm is
there in a little wine ?”7 Very little,
perhaps, to those who who can go-
vern appetile. Bat is that wine
which is called wine? Who Enows?
Even experts are sometimes deceiv-
ed by vile decoctions flavered to a
charm. And that of which the
ancient sage declared, *‘it biteth
like a serpent and stingeth like an

adder,” is rendered doubly
ous in these latter days by the

danger-

delegates who have been moving |

| sunshine, while it drinks in sweet

=

‘‘evils and designs of conepiring
men.” '

The wisdom of the provision in

relation to the sacramental cup can

thus be perceived. Wine is per
mitted for the purpose of ‘‘offer

up your sacraments before Him,

But it is said, “behold this should
be wine, yea, pure ‘'wine of the
grape of the vine, of your own
make.,” This is very  pointed,
What you use should be wine. Noi
a chemical compound, produeed in
the laboratory, instead of the vine.
yard. ‘*“‘Pure wine,” expressed from
the luscious grape, the lovely frui; |
that, hiding under the beautifyl |
green leaves, is ripened by Gods

ness from the elements to garne |
them up for man’s pwudent us
And to be sure that il is pure, let
be *‘of your own make.” This, m !
doubt, is the kind of wine whichi
is said “maketh glad the heart o
God and man,” and which the B
vior promised his disciples to dripk
with them “‘new, in His Fathers
kingdom.”

But even this pure stimulant i

I to be “*not geod' as a beve

accustomed to disappointments and |

pronounced by the voice of wisdom |
rage. As
a medicine, and a help to the
feeble, or on rare occasions, a litte
pure wine may be permissible and
good. But the tendencies of Lhe
age are intelmperate, and exces i
so dangerous and destructive b
mind and body that Divine wisdon
has prudently placed a ban upon
its general use, “Wo unto the
drunkards of Ephraim!” has a
meanivg and a warning which the
seed of Joseph should not despis
in these latter times. And whils
the world ought to be cautious in

tions, not to the fabled gods of classic
Greece but to the poweifual deity of

adulteration is carried on to a large |

drowning care in what they think
is‘“wine, rosy wiune,”” but which |
may be nothing but disguised filth '
pess and bright-colored death, the |
Saints shonld learn wisdom, sud
while guarding against the decep
tions of conspiring men, Tefral
even from the improper use of the
pure juice of the grape of their cwa
make, which brought shame
Nosah of old, and has le i many ol
his descendunts to ruin and de

gradation. yhen wisdom rnles
and appetite is held in by
the reins of ' reason, when

righteousness is estabiished and the
curse is removed from the earih,
the children of the covenant will
be free to use all the elements and
products that bring joy and glad-
pess to the heart; and wine, 108y
wine, the pure juice of the grape,
may be among the beversges thal
will give zest to the feasts of the
redeemed of Israel.

THE BITTEREST OPPONENTS.

T appears, from the experience of
Elders Stewart, Pratt, Terry, Gaiff
and Gonzales, in their late mission
in Arizona, New Mexico and Mex-
ico, detalled elsewhere in to-day’s
NEws, that among the principal
and bitlerest opponerts they met

with were religious people and

priests, preachers and teachers of
religion.- The recent experience of

Elder Morgan in western and
southern States, also detailed in
to-day’s News, is to the same efs
fect. At first sight this may appear
incredible to some people. But
similar experience has been had
during the whole of the history of
the Chuarch, since its organization
in 1830, and by the Elders and
sSaints in all lands, both in the new

one of the reasons for this import- |

last days.” A word to the wise is| P

is no new thing.

results from the fact that, whatever

servants of God.

world and the old.

It was religious people and espe-
elally their preachers who were the
bitterest persecutors of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, who pursued him
and vhe Saints with relentless hos-
tility in Missouri and lllinois, and
who were ever most piejudiced
against them. -In- this Tertitory
among the bitterest enemies of the
people have been some relgious
preachers whom we could name,
and a very religious ex-chief jus-
tice whom anybody could name,

Going back furtber in history,
the Catholi¢és and the Protestants
nave both persectited aud burned
each other with the greatest fierce-
ness, snd Jesus Christ himself was
ersecuted to the death by chief
priests and Pharisees, so that the
dire aund deadly opposition of religi-
ous people to other religious people
Why is it so? It

the persecuted may be, the perse-

cutors are not what they prefess to |

be, They are not followers of the
meek and lowly Saviour, nor true
Their real master
and prototype 18 a being of a very
differeut character, and his woirks

they do.
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