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an impreseion op Chrletisp thought as
pone after him, Tbe former found
Chtrietiapity ip what be considered a
crude state and pet about to **develop?’
it., He explained the relationsbip of
the 8op lo the Falher, laid the founda-
tion tathe theory of universal sio and
the relatlon of that doctrine to
children aying In infabncy, Thie
led bim to the pre-exisience of
wouls and the fate of menkind
after deatbh, He believed that faith
was the eaving prinelple; that knowl-j
edge reste 0o divibe revelation; that
Gou created matter of potbhing; tbat
Jerge was & duai belpz and that salve-
tion is ppiversal, It ie pialp enoughb
that heip many thinge was in posses-
s#lon of truth, while Jp others he wie
ip total darkneas,

Augustine bujit further upcn the
fourdations laid by Qrigen and to the
latter theology ie maluly indebted for
aD explunstiot of 1he necessity of ip-
faot baptism and the doctrine of Trini-
ty. Therels no doubt tbat Augustive
bad s maslter mind, bui wbelher he
bad tbe Bpirit of the Liord to direct
thia mind is & grave question even
amonyg ¢ome Protestant teachers,

It 18 probable, however, that the
great church fatbere alone would have
been powerless to perpetusiethelr ideas
had jt Dot been for the cecumenioal
councile. Onpe of these wus the import-
aot oneat Nice, 325, and ite history is
pertjieularly ipetructive, Al the time
Constantine had succeeoed ip estab-
llebing bimesll as emperor of the west,
while Licioue clalmed the east. The
latter was soon defeated in. s war and
the former uniied the empire ubnder
hisown scepter. The haughty emperor
pow bad several of his rivals assasal-
nated o true oriental style, and con-
‘¢luded to establlah himseif on the con-
fivence of Christiap subjecte, He found,
bowevel, that these were continually
squsbbling about doctrines, apd aw
they, in order to be of any uee to him,
must be united, be conveped the
coupcil at Nice where all pontroversy
sbould be setiled, Here for the firet
time, the state apna the cburch met.
Historians tell us that the emperor
clad 1o purple and Jewels Jooked upon
the 318 pisDope aesembled ip disgusi
becauee of their cringiog aititude, all
bent Opon lbhe gsathering up a few
crumbs of bls mupificence, But he
wanled a uniled church,

The matter of controversy waa the
Arian beresy. The famous Elder
from Aljexandria taught tbat it Jesue
s the Bon of God, His {nther
muet be older than He, and that con-
pequently there must have been & time
when the second person in the Doty
diG not exist, He further mnajintaiped
that Jeeus was a free agent, capable of
dolog wropg as well as rignt. Ortho-
doxy ee represented by the mejority of
thoee Bishope condemped Ariue mnd
hisdoctrines.' Liater, however, Arius

“submitted & written conlession ol faith
which the emperor declared orthodox
and oD the sirengih of which he or-
dered the Bisbop of Constanlinople lo
admit him te Chureh fellowehip.

It1s bard fo tell whbat would bave
happened, bad pot Arius just then oob-
venlently dled, some ssy by polson,
Poesibly bie bereay weould buve pre-
vailed and Athanasjus beed declared
the heretle.

This $a 8 f{air rample of the counciles

that frem tiwe to time in ecolesiastical

bistory bave uirected the tide of ortho-
dox theology. This wae boro iD 8D un-
critical age and often helped njong by
politioal or persopnal coosideratione,
Before the light of revealed truth ss
before tpe oriticism of true phiiosopby
it capnot etand, Its expobDeDnis bave,
of course, a perfectright tothelr views,
but they certainly exceed the bounus.
rles of tbelr moral night when in a
apirit of bosstfulpess apd from their
ow n asxallable poeition, they' brand ms
heretlcs those who strive to attain to
truth beyond the cloudy atmosphere
of anclent church fathere and ecumen-
ical tounells,
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COAL MINE INSPECIION.

The questiun of the validity of the
State coal mine lpspection law hLae
been raired and it iseald will be tested
o tbhe couste, The general proposition

presented Is that therejs a discrimina-
tiop agaioet the coal industry 1n pro-
viving tegulationa therefor such as do
pot attach to any other industry, snd
which operate ‘as an additional tax
upon the mine owoers, Ope particu-
Iar ne to bow this Is dove is the fee o'
ten dollars required for each quarterly
inspectieon apd the maps of the mipe tu
be fturnished the State, Thie, It fis
paid, makea a tax of §60 to $70 to be
paid to the Biate treasury in maps an.Jd
feee, apbDunlly, which tax Js Dol re-
quired In apy otber businees.

The probabillsy is tbat the ques-
tion of cosvstitulionality here has been
prought forward as = resuit of the pug-
geslive actlon of Illinois coal mipne
operatore, Last Febiuary the mipe
ownpers of Illiole bandeJ together to
test the coal mine ipspection iaw ID
that state on precisely the same
grounde, The cost of lpspection, &to.,
there is somewhat lees than In Utah,
rapging from $24 to $40 avnually. The
Ililnois oase je yet undetermiped, so
tar a8 we have Jnfoamatlioh.

About ope tbousand operalors are
aftected in I[llinocis and about twenty.
fAve io Utab; but few or many, the
prineiple involved is the gquestion. Lp
Utab the copstitotional provision
differs romewhat from that of Ililnols;
the iasbor article ip tbe Conpstilution
nf this State epeciaily direcls Lhe
Jisgislature to pase laws to provide for
toe heaith sod eafely of employes Lo
factories, smelters and mines, and the
State coal mipe iospection law waB
passed in cooforinity therewith,
Whether the fact that it singled out
coal mipes sighe for Ipspection, &DJU
taxed fees upon tbe opwrators of such
mines obply, icfrinzes ob the letter or
epirit of the Constivation, is one of the
pulnts the courts must uecide. Toere
seems lo bte no <doubt, in view of the
provieion of the labor article refetred
to, tbat the lLegislature ot this diate
csD provive for such mine ipspecilon
sod regulation as It deems essentinl to
tbe sately of employes thereln,

LANGUAGE OF CHRIST.

The question, What language did
Christ speak? s ngain beiny agltated,
apd Dr. Arnold Meyer, of the univer-

sty of Bonp, Germuny, has jost issued
one ot the best discuseitnns of the sub-
ject yet given to the public. A con-

densed translation is given in Literary
Digest, wnich presents a fairides of
the reasoning of the German professor,
Dr. Meyer oitee thut the church
athers accepted the view ihat
Jesne spoke in the language employed
by DBDattbew I‘n the preparation of hie
gospef, apnd which Puplas deglares
wae Hebrew; apd the current opinion
was thai the Lord em ployedthe Byriac
as Hls vernacular, Which term waa
used interchangeably with Hebrew
anda Chbuluee. This view was gues-
tioned in Lhe sixteenth wnd peven-
teenth centuries, When the Jesultls
expressed the jdes that*‘the Liyru’s
veruacular mwust bave beep the Latin,
as this was the langunge spoken by the
sainte Jn beaven,' apnd the official
bible of the Romap church was in that
tongue; but ekeptical minds 1psisted
that tbe Bavior spose & mixzed udlalect
current in Palestine, while some Prot-
edtant scboularm maintajned that he
spoke Greek, the languayge ot the New
Testaument, nnd others thet He used
puie Hevrew, which was rigidly
taught 1u the schoolaof Palestine. . Dr,
Meyer deparis from all these viewe,
and msekes the tollowipng finding as Lhe
resuit of blsexhaualive researgher:

The facts in the case, especially as seen
in the words of the New Tesalanment other
than Greek, show that the Lord spoke
an Aramaic langoage, and ot tbis lan-
guage agaln a Galilean dialeect, The
Aramaic i3 a brabch of the porth
Semitic and ax# such a sister tonguo of the
Hebrew, l.ong belore the close of (e
Old Testament capod the Aramaic had
supplanted Hebrew ID popular use in
Israol and had become the iabDgusge of
trade and business between the peoples
of 8yria and coubdtries farther east. Al-
ready a Jeromiah and ap Ezeklel show
tbe influence of this iecogue; the same s
true of the later Psalms, Kcclesiastes,
and especially Ezra and Dabplel, both of
which cobDtaiD portiops writlen in this
dialect. Dunng the Maccabean period
the Aramaic had virtually eupplanted
Heobrew in Isracl. It is nsed ip the Tyl-
mud, end its general use is reported b
Philo, a contemporary of St Paul,and
by the historiap Josephus, who ealls it
the *language of the fatherland,””

Only in obe resgecn the old Hebrew
maintained its bhold, Itwasthelabngauge
of the sacred writings of Isrnel ang the
offlcial tongue of their Soriptores, In
the sybagogs their books were read in
the original Hebrew, but were inter-
preted to, \he people through Aramate
paraphrases called Targumim, Teati-
monies abound and agree that such was
the case regularly, so that the common
people could Do longer understand the
sacrod tongue of thelr fathers apd ot
their Scriptures. The current language
of the day was accordingly the Aramaie,
apd this language beyond any reasonable
doubt was the tongue employed by Christ
ip His diecourses with His disclples and
wilh the people. The Hebrew as such
was known well only to the Jearned, but
was not understood thoroughly by the
common people.

Dr. Meyer bringe the New Testament
a8 B witness to the correcinesa of his
gooclusions, citiug tbe Iactihat therein
the pames of persops tekep Irom other
souices thup the Greek are Aramaie in
tortn and eouud, a8 aré aleo the terms
tound in 1 Qor. xvi 22, the citation
from the Psaalme epuken ob the crose,
anid othere. From theee, and the con-
dltione kpowp o exiat in Palentine at
the time of the Bavior’s minisiry
there, Dr. Meyer reascns that it is oDly
fair to conclude that Christ epoke the
lspgusge of His people; that im fact



