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-and remarked that the fact|brought to possess some condition
of their having ‘- spent milltons|of glory,in one of the Klngdoms which
.of dollars in erecting Templas | God bad provided for them, save the

showed their faith and integrity. If
“Gnd had glven us talent, strength of
‘mind and body to acecomplish tbe labor
before us, let us go forward resolved to
-do it, and if we labored in proportion
to the ability and strength we possessed
He would ask no more of ue.

COUNSELOR JOSEPH E. TAYLOR

#Baid the subject of Temple building
had been happily chosen by Brpther
‘Grant that afternoon, his remarks be-
ing truly appropriate to the occasion
-—Easter,which was generally obeerved
throughout Christendom Iin com-
memoration of Christ’s resurrection
ifrom the tomb.

The Latter-day Baints were essen-

tially 8 Tempie building peopls.
Thir was one- of the ‘labors
which rested with full forve
and power upon their shoul-
dere, and it was one which

they had assumed to carry cut to the
extent of their ability. The preachlng
of the "gospel to the living, the ad-
anipistering of ordinances of a sacred
cbaracter to tbose in the flesh, was
really asmall work in comparison with
the great lahor which must be perform-
-ed for those who bad passed away and
‘were now in the spirit world, but who
Jid not enjoy the privileges of the
Gospel while here below. Upon us,
then, rested the responsibility of
baptism for thedead, and in order that
this holy ordinance might be suceess-
fully accomplished theredevolved upon
usthe work of building temples—places
-lepignated by God the architectural
Jesigne of which had been revealed
“from beaven. Indeed acientific men
.and the world generally had acknowl-
edged as to the design of
those Temples—especially the one here
—thnt there was nothing like it upon
the earth. 1f we were poor and* penni-
less God would accept the ordinances
for ourselvea and our dead ocutzide of
“puildings erected for this purpose, but
when His people had the means, and
it was within thelr power, Heexpected
them to build those housesio order
‘that the sacred ordinances might be
carried out. The speaker said he waa
resent when the ground on which our
emple now stood was dedicated, Feb-
Fusry 14th, 1853, He commenced to
Iabor with & pick and shove: there,and
«woontinued till the corner-stones were
Jaid, ,on April 6th, working upon
the excavations. Forthirty-nine years
he had watched with interest the slow
progress of the building. While
some had asked the question “Why has
it not been completed before this time???
be himeelf had ever felt satisfied that
in thie regard all was going on right.
They bad in the meantime builtthree
other Temples—one in the extreme
south, another in the extreme north,
and anotber was perhaps about
centrally Incated in the Territory.
Those of them who bad bad the
pleasure and privilege of passing the
threshhold of either of thesesacred
-edifices aml received the ordinances
for the llving as well well as for their
dead, and who had partaken of the
-splrit of these holy piaces, could readily
recognize and understand, and knew
for themselves, that God was well
pleased with thjs work. But the work
of redemption would not be fully com-

rons of perdition. Atter referring to
the authoerity conferred on the Propbet
Joseph Bmith in segard to the gather-
ing of the remnants of scattered Isravl
and completing the covenant which
God made with Moses concerning
Israel .ﬁwspeaker said he had prophe-
cied tﬁ 'many of our young Deople
would live to pee the day when they
would be able to count templer hy
bundrede upon this land; for the Lat.
ter-day Saints would centinue to be a
temple bullding people. If diligent
in responding to the calls made up-
on us in reference to the work of erect-
ing temples and then entering into
them to receive the sacred ordinances
for our dead who were helpless
but worthy of salvation, we should
have performed our duty, we
sheuid be acecepted of God, and our
dead would be redeemed. But If we
were negligent in this regard, we per-
chance might be rejected as well as
our dead for theiime and wouild lose
our blesgsing and reward.

Brother Grant had remarked upon
the doubt which seemed to prevail in
the minde of some people that this
Temple would not be completed
within the period specified. He
thought the resolution adopted alt the
rerent Conference was an intelligent
one io all reepects, and if we would
go on with all our thight, he felt con-
vinced that there would be no diffi-
culty whatever In accomplishing the
praiseworthy object in view. Thus
they would gratify the feelings of thelir
venerable and revered President, who
had expresred a strong desire to see the
building finished by April next, in or-
der that he might have the
opportunity of taking part in its dedi-
cation. Unity was strength, and if
they were united in this, as well as in
other matters, they could do & great
deal. He had no doubt whatever that
the work before them could be com-
pleted by the time appoiuted if each
one would take his ar her share of the
responeibility.

he cheir sang the Temple anthem;
after which :

The benedictlon was pronounced by
Counselor Charles W. Penrose.

THE TEMPLE AN ATTRACTION.

TruE Temple i the chief attraction
to strangers visiting this oity. It
must be recognized by all who gee it,
as “a thing of beauty.’”” Even the
non-Mormon residents—wlith the ex-
ception of a few soured and contracted
souls—are proud of it, and so express
themselves. The prese of the country
bas given space to exocellent descrip-
tions of the recent ceremonies con-
nected with the capstone and other
details connected with the neble struc-
ture. Among the ieading journals
which have copepicuously treated thie
aubject are the Boston Hobe snd the
New York World. The articles which
appear in both these papers are well
written. They are slmilar in their
general features, and we therefore re-
produce most of what appearedio but
one of them-—the [lobe!

Balt Lake City, U., April 6.—Never
wase a grander, a more impressive spec-

pleted until every esoul had been

tacle or ceremony witness¢d apywhere

than that of the laying of the capatone
of the great Mormon Temple in this
city at high noon today- '

It was the greatest event in the his-
tory of Mormonism; the grandest day
ever seen in Ierael.

Fully 60,000 people hnd assembled
from Utab and the adjoining Btates
and Territories to participate in the
ceremoeny.

Five acres of ground were densely
packed with buman beings. These
were fired with a devotion to prineiple
and & religious entbuslaem unparal-
leled.

In the language of President Wood-
rufl: “If there was any scene ever
enacted on earth that attracted the at-
tention of the God of Heaven and the
heavenly host it was the one today,
and the assemblage of the people
shouting Hosanpas to the laying of
the capstone of the Temple in bhonor of
God.*

When the sun had reached the high-
est point in  tbe heavens, Wilford
Woodruff, the President, Prophet and
Revalator of the Mormon Courch, ad-
dressed the multitude.

He has just passed his 85th birthday,
but bhis faculties are as bright today as
those of a young mag.

His manper was most impresaive,
Hin voice was olear when he sald:

*“Harken all ye of the bouse of Israel,
and ye natione of the earth, we will
Iny the capstone of the greatest temple
of our God.”*

Then he pressed the electric button
and the capstune was dropped into
place.

It was intended that he should do
this work with his own bands and that
the grand chorus of 500 voices should
sing the eapecially prepared ode op a
platform erected at the extreme top of
the spires. .

Fearing anaccident, thisscheme was
abandoned.-

A moment after the aged President
had opened the electric current,the ar-
chitect, from the top of the Temple,sig-
nalied back that the stone was in poel-
tion.

It was then that the throng of people
raised such a ory of rejoicing a= has
never been heard except from a vie.
torious army.

They shouted ‘‘Hoeanoa, hosanna,
hosanna to God and the Lamb, amen,
amen and amen.’’

This they repeated three times, no-
companying their acclaims by the
waving of their handkerchiefs.

The ground trembled with tha vol-
umse of sound, which was multiplied
again and agaln by lhe repetition of
its echoes from the surrounding hille,

Immediately afterwards the grent
goldeu atatue of Gabrle], [ Moroni] pro-
claiming to sl} the world the coming
of the Redeemer, was placed in posi-
tion.

The statue issuperb. It shimmers
and glistens in the sunlight in a per-
fectly dazzling way.

Bosaton has recognized the talemt of

the artist wbo conceived it.
* - * * *

* *

President Woodruff had expressed
the desire that be might live to see
the temple completed and himself de-
dicate it,

It was in answer to that one of the
A postles’ volunteered the-informatioo
that the wish of the presjdent wae the
word of God to the Mormon people;
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