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tion taken by many of the influential
papers of the country

every religious organization must
have some kind of creed or recognized
formula of doctrine adherence
to which is essential to member
ship its ministers are chosen to be
exponents and defenders of the princi-
ples belief in which is the motive of
church fellowship if any of those
ex change their views it tois
evident they car-no longer consistent-
ly retain their official positions even if
they may remain members of the
body and that they should desire to
do so when they become convinced
that the doctrines which form the creed
of that body are erroneous argues a
strange confusion of mind or a mer-
cenary spirit

the question as to whether the
churches that have expelled able
preachers for heresy have been bene-
fited is being debated it tois argued
that they have lost thothe services of
brilliant and popular men and further
that while the immediate effect is
usually to cause a quiet acquiescence
of the members in the teachings of the
church it has never been followed by
any valuable gain in their intellectu-
ality or in the progress of the expelling
body

it appears to us that there are only
two courses open to any religious so-
ciety when one of its ministers pro-
claims ideas opposed to itsita established
tenets one is to silence or expel the
preacher theabe other to adopt the views
which he advocates

truth should be welcome to every
believer in the christian religion the
spirit of that faith is to guide into all
truth progress in light and knowl-
edge should be encouraged error
when exposed ought to be rejected
but if each member or minister tois
to be the judge of what is truth
and what error how long would
there be unity harmony or a stand-
ard of doctrine in the body that
permitted such license the society or
its authorized directors must deter-
mine such questions and the dissent-
ing preacher or member unable to con-
form to the decision should cheerfully
retire and either unite with a society
entertaining similar views to hisbis own
or stand aloof or start out as an inde-
pendent advocate

there is one thing that recent trials
for heresy makes clearly evident this
1is that the knowledge of the truth 90

which tois one of the promised effects of
the original christian faith isin woefully
lacking in the so called christian
world not only is the meaning of the
sayings of the savior and his apos-
tles which are supposed to be the
otanstandarddard of the christian rellonreligion

a matter of astonishing uncer-
tainty but the real signification
of the written creeds of the sects is un-
settled and a subject of dispute among
the preachers and the people who sub-
scribe to them

this is a sad condition ofreligious
affairs the knowledge of the truth
was one of the chief results of the
acceptance of the christian faith and
one of its principal promises doubt
uncertainty confusion contention
were the conditions of spiritual dark-
ness that the light of christ waswag to
remove so that knowledge and under-
standing might be established in ththe
soul but in these later times when
light is supposed to have increased
with the advancement of the ages

seems to hold swayaway and reli-
gious doctrine to be a matter of men-
tal speculation

no wonder that spiritually minded
people are looking for some new de-
velopment of religious thought and
action which shall evolve order out of
the chaos of christendom and shed
light upon the darkness and doubt of
the times

the latter day saints have the
great advantage of that firmarm convic-
tion which amounts to knowledge of
the truth of their creed its principles
are well defined and the humblest of
those who embrace them may compre-
hend them in the glory of their sim-
plicity and their harmony what a
pity it tois that the very souls who are
hungering after spiritual knowledge
refuse to taste of the fruit of the tree of
life which the hand of deity has plant-
ed anew and which the multitude re-
ject because it has been ridiculed un-
der the name of ll

THE JEWISH QUESTION

WB have received from a hebrew of
this city a copy of a rather interesting
circular which emanates from the
holy land it is int hebrew and
english the latter being a somewhat
defective translation

the reason assigned for leaving a
copy of this document at this office
was that the latter day saints take a
specialcial interest in the welfare of the
jews this is quite correct and it is
anticipated further that the future of
the two peoples will in course of time
be more or less closely interwoven
appearances to the contrary notwith-
standing

the fact that some of the jews of this
territory have been among the most
bitter and unscrupulous enemies of the
saints does not in the least affect the
faith of the latter regarding the
future of thip race events now oo00

burring strengthen it the preparatory
conditions precursory to thethe gathering
of the jews as a people to asia minor
are making their appearance thick and
fast this little incident of the leaving
at this office of the circular inia question
Is small of itself but it points to a time
when there will be a universal recog-
nition of the fact that the latter day
saints 9are more friendly disposed to all
of the remnants of the ancient people
of godglod than any other community
the jews will doubtless be the recipi-
ents of evidencesevidence of good will from
some of the nations but these will in
the developments ahead be abruptly
supplanted by demonstrations of hos-
tility the interest in israel enter-
tained by the saints will on the con-
trary never be suspended

the circular referred to conveys in
formation to the effect that the oppres-
sion hardships and persecution to
which the jews are being subjected in
some of the nations have caused large
numbers of hebrew refugees to flock
of late to the land of their fathers
many of them have reached that part
of the world in a state of destitution
being without the means of living
they are without clothing food or
shelter hence this appeal to jews
throughout the world for assistance to
enable the committee having the mat-
ter in hand to purchase land erect
small houses and give thesethem poor
people a start that will enable
them to become self supporting
the document is signed by a
number of gentlemen residing in
jerusalem who are the wardens and
trusteestrustee of the central committee of
the united charities of the

in the holy city jerusalem
the jews have of late years been

thrown conspicuously before the notice
of the whole world their situation
is now a question with which the lead-
ing nations will evidently be forced to
deal it is evident that the czar of
russia proposes to exterminate them
from his empire they are more
numerous there than in any part of
the globe the autocratauto cratisis enforcing de-
crees that will naturally lead to death or
exodus of the russian jews the efforts
by england and america to induce
the emperor to soften hisbin policy to-
ward the remnants have only served
to render him more determined
the other way whither shall the great
mawmass of afflicted people go we expect
the answer to be reverberated around
the earth one of these days let them
go home

As an indication in that direction
we reproduced a short time ago from
a leading paper of this country analk
article which asserted that a citizen of
the united states prominent in social


