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Avcust, 1849.

uiug.;Tu_e_;a-ﬂn}', 30.—At home through the
day.

Wednesday, 31.— At home in the forenoon;
afternoon rode to the Grove with Emma, and at-

| from the stand, on the subjeet of baptisin for the
dead, on the following Sabbath., But inasmuch
ns it is out of my power to do so. 1 will write
the word of the Lord from time to time, on that

should oceur to prevent me.

President Smith then addressed the throre of
grace in fervent prayer.

The pravers of the Society were requested in
behall of Mrs. Repshaw. |

President Joseph Smith remarked that Mrs. |
“ep-haw had long since been advised to return |

other things.

I now close my letter for the present, for the

and as the Savior said, the prince of this world

tended the Female Reli«f Soci-ty’s meeting.

The following minutes were reported by Miss
E. R. Snow:— | |

“President Joseph Smith arose and said, “I am |
happy and thankful for the privilege of heing pre-
sent on this oceasion.
maae o1 the part of our enemies to earry me lo
Missouri and destroy my life, but the Lord has
hedged up their way, and they have not, as yet,
accomplished their purpose. God has enabled
me to keep out of their hands. 1 have warred a
good warfare, innsmuech as I have outgeneralled
ur whipped out all Bennett's corrupt host.

My feelings at the present time are, that inss-
much as the Lord Almi:zhty has preserved me
uutil to-day, he will continue to preserve me by
the united faith and prayers ol the saints, until |
have fully accomplished my mission in this life,
and so firmly estublished the dispensation of the
fulness of the Priesthond in the last day+, that
all the powers of earth aud hell can never prevauil
against il. -

My constant persecntion reminds me of the
words of the Savior, when he said to the Phari-
sees, “Go ve, and tell that fox. Behold, T east
out devils, and I do eures to-day and to-morrow,
and the third day | shall be perfected.” [ expect
that my Heavenly Father has deereed that the
Missourinns shall not gat me into their power: if
they do, it will be becuuse I do not keep out of
their way.

I shall trinmph over my enemies; I have begun
to trinmph over them at home, and 1 shall do it
nbroad. All those that rise up against me will
surely feel the weight of their iniquity opon their
own heads. Those that speak evil of me and the
saints are ignorant or abominable charicters, and
full of iniquity. All the fuss, and ull the stir, 1nd
all the charges got up against me are like the
Jack-a-lantern, which cannot ba found.

Although 1 do wrong, I do not the wrongs
that I am charged with doing; the wreng that [
do, is through the frailty of human nature, like
other men. No¢ man lives without fanlt. Do
you think that eveun Jesus, if he were here, would
be without fanlt in your eyes? His enrmies said
all manner of ewil against him—they all watched
for iniguity in him. How easy it was [or Jesus
to call out al! the inigunity of the hearts of those
whom he was among!

The servants of the Lord are required to gnard
against those things that are calculated to do the
most evil—the little foxes spoil the vines —little
evils do the most injary to the charch. If vou
have evil feelings, and speak of them to one an-
other, it has a tendency to do mischief. These
things result in those evils which are ecaleunlated
to eut the throats of tha heads of the chureh.

When I do the best [ cro—when 1 am accom-
plishing the greatest good, t''en the most evils,
and wicked sarmisings are got up sgainst me.
I would to God that youn wonld be wise. I now
connsel you, that if yon know anvthing calcu-

your brother or sister, hold your tongues, and
the least harm will ba done.

The Female Reliof Society have taken a most
active part in iy welfare against my enemies, in

petitioning to the Governor in my behalf. These!

measures wera all necessary. Do you not see
that I foresaw what was eoming, beforehand, by
the spirit of prophecy? All these movements

had an influenc in my redemption from the hand | liver me from henceforth; for be old, and lo, &

of my enemies. If these measures had not heen
taken, more serions consequences wonld have
resilted. [ have come here to bless vou. The
Society hava gone well—their principles are to
practice holiness. \ .
prayers in my behalf shall avail much; let them
not caase s ascend to God continually in my be-
hall. The enemies of this people will never pet
weary of their porsecution agninst the chureh,
until they ara overcome. I expeet they will
array everything agsinst me, that is in their power
to control, ana that we shall have a long and tre-
mendous warfare, He that will war the troe
Christian warfare against the corruptions of these

last days will bave wicked men and angels of |

devils, and all the infernal powers of durkness
eontinnally arrayed aganinst him. When wicked
and corrapt men oppose, it is a criterion to judge

if & man is warring the Christian warfare. When | the Lord unto you concerning your dead: When

all men speak evil of yon falsely, blessad are ye,
&ec. Shall a man be considered bad, when men
speak evil of him? No; if a man stands and
opposes tha world of sin, he may expect all
wicked and corrup! spirits arrayed against him.
Buat it will be but a little season, and all these
afflictions will be tarned awny from us, inasmuch
a¢ we nre faithful, and are not overcome by these
evilea. By secing the blessings of the endowment
rolling on, and the kingdom increasing and spread-
ing from sea to sea, we shall rejoice that we were
not overcome by these foolish things.

A few very important thines have been mani-
feated to me in my absence respecting the doc-
trine of baptism for the dead. which I shall com-

Great exertions have been |

(and elerks, who will transact all business in a

. :
lated to distarb the pea~e or injura the feelings of |

God loves yon, and vour|

evidence that she left her husband without just |
enuse—-thut he is a moral man and a gﬂnllaman.i
She has got into a way of having revelations, but |
not the revelations of God. If she will go home
and do her duty we will pray for her, but if not,
our pravers will co her no gnod.

cometh but he hath nothing in me.

Behold my prayer to God is. thut you all may
‘be suved, and | subscribe myself your servant in

'the Lord, Prophet and Seer of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,

President Smith said, “I have one remark to JOSEPH SMITH.:
make respecting the baptisin for the dead. To DISCOURSE

suffice for the time being until  have opportunity
to discuss the subjeet at greater length—all per-
sons baptized for the dead must have a recorder
present that he mav be an eye wilness to record
and testify of the truth and validity of his record.
[t will be necessary in the Grand Conneil, that
these things be testified fo hy competent witnesses. !
Therefore let the recording and witnessing of |
baptisms for the dead be carefully attended to
from this time forth; if there is any lack, it may
he at the expense of our friends; they not come

—

[REPORTED BY GEO. D. WATT. ]

My brethren and sisters—by the changes
which mark the history of our journey through
life, 1 again have the privilege of meeting with
you. With many of you, no doubt, I have
had the same privilege before, and, for aught 1
know, this may be the first time [ have met
forth * with nlhers*whn are present to day; whether [

Closed with prayerby Elder Derby.” have met with you betore or not, it is a source

Some time this month, Elder Hyde published (0! gratification to me that we are here.

u pamphlet in the German langusge, in Germany,| 1 am not here because 1 have fulfilled my
entitled ““A cry out of the Wilderness,”” &c., of | mission, or because | have laid down the labor
about 120 pages, setting forth the rise. progress, | of my mission as having completed it; but | am
and doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ of | simply here this afternoon because I have a
Latter Day Saints, mission, one that has engaged my time filled up

About this time while I was crossing from | my time, and engaged all my powers; it is only
Montrosa to Nauvoo in a boat, in company with | in the discharge of the duties of that mission
brother Hyrum, we pa<sed through an immense | that [ ar here.
shoal of fish of econsiderable size, hundreds| Though some may have thought that be-
jumped in and over the boat, but we suceeeded in | cause I have been labori ng in California for a
securing ahout 16 which we bronght to shore. | few years,the labors of iy mission are confined |

Thursday, September 1, 1842 —During the |ty Culifornia, but I do not 8o understand it-
forenoon in the Assembly Room, and in the|thage are not the feelings that I cherish within
afternoon at home, attending to business. ] me in relation to it. T never have felt. because
wrote the following:— [ was appointed to labor for a ime for the aes|

““Toall the Saints in Nauvoo—F rasmuch as complishment of certain purposes in the State
the Lord has revealed un‘o me, that mny CNEIIEs: | of California, that [ was released from the obli- |
both of Missouri and this State, were again in gations that rested upon me as a minister of

pursuit of me; and inasmuch ns they pursne me | .

without cause, and have not the least shadew, or | |8 1€0Usness every day, in every place and |
Nl Py under all circumstances.

coloring of justice, or right on their side, in the I received a mission over twenty josTaago 16

getting np of their proserutions sgainst me, nnd :
inasmuch as their pretensions are all fonnded in | Préach the gospel, and have been engaged in
itever since; it has filled up the hours, days,

falseshood, of the blackest die, T have thought it : . !
weeks, months, and years of my life since [ re-

expedient and wisdoin in me to leave the place | ™" . _ _
for a short season, for my own safety, and the |C€1Ved it. It has enlisted my whole affeetions
for that length of time, and [ have only just

safety of this people. _
commenced— [ say I have just commenced be.

I would sav to all those with whom 1 have :
business, that I have laft my affiirs with agents | c1use I have not completed it, and the extent
of ime that may be oceupied in its completion

[ do not eomprehend.

The only fact I fully eomprehend in relation
to it is, that | have began it—I have received it
—entered npon the duties of it—and in the pro-
secution of it so far, [ have done all [ have done:
| have traveled where 1 have traveled: I have
Inbored as | have Inbored, I1is in the discharge
of the daties of this mission | leave Salt Lake,
and in the discharge of the daties of it that | re-
turn. It is in the discharge of these duties that
| I doall that [ doso far as | am able to act, as

prompt and proper manner; and will see that all
my dabts ara eancelled in due time, by tarning
out property, or otherwize as the case may re-
quire, or as the circumstances may admit of.
When I learn that the storm is fully blown over,
then I will return to von again.

And as for the perils which T am called to pass
through, they seem but a small thing to ma, as
the envy and wrath of man have been my com-
mon lot all the davs of myv life; and for what
cause it seems mysterious, unless I was ordained

from before the foundation of the world, for some

[ would wish to act, and as | desien to act.
good end, or bad as you muv choose to eall it. ' "

I may this evening address people with whom
Judge ya for yourselves. God knoweth all these | : : faad i £
things, whether it be good or bad. ‘[ have held eonversation in relation to prinei-

: ples of the gospel long yen rsago; and others as

ot seriees, Seipimnier it L | T e remtheas porhape s me fo e, o
bl ' (time, yet to both of these classes of persons |

ture to me. Aund 1 feel like Panl, to glory in tri- | Bl Ent e thiss tu 4 T o
balation, for to this day has the God of my " g o DRBIRETROEINS | 11239

fathers delivered me out of them all, and will de- still my business to preach the gospel, | have
nothing else to preach, | know nothing else to

preach, 1tis the subject that has engaged my
at’ention, and sti]l dones engage it,
- Lot ull the saints rejoice, therefore, and he ex-| With the years of experience that have added

]

shall triamph over all my enemies, for the Lord
God hath spoken it.

isubje~t, aud send it you by mail, as well as many

to her husband. It has been aseertrined by good | Want of more time; for the enemy is on the alert,

'BY AMASA LYMAN, TABERNACLE, DEC.2, 1855. :
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municate to the saints next Sabbath, if uuthiug‘"““di“g great desire, to have addressed themn | I believed the gospel as a child, [ speculated

about it as a child, and I talked about it as a
- child would; but since I became a man | have
learned different things; I have 'earned that
there is a vast dff-rence between receiving and
endorsing a beliet in the existence of a fact, and
the full and pertect comprehension of it.

This was the relation in which [ stood to the
gospel in the days of my childhood, it is the re-
Iation in which | stand to it, in a great extent,to-
‘day. It is no more a fact to-day than it wasa
score of years ago, that | comprehend the gos-
pel only in part; that [ comprehend it fully now,
I would not he so understood. 1 eomprehend
something of it; all the truth that [ am able teo
comprehiend is so much of it.

Now, is this the case with any body besides
mysell? 1have reason to think that if I have
the gospel to learn, others have it to learn, and
that if a eomprehension »f the truth is requisite
to my salvation,it is to theirs. Then the impor-
tant thing in relation to the gospel is, that we
should receive it in its true spint, that we
should duly appreei te the objeet of its institu-
tion, the reasons why it is revealed to us, and
the necessity that called for its revelation. This
will enlighten us as to the principle upon which
we will be really saved, when we are saved.

If, after all, we do not comprehend the gos-
pel inits fulness, and in its widest extent, we
may perhaps fall as far short of what may be
called (aceording to our way of understanding)
a perfect salvation as we may lack undersiand-
ing to comprehend the gospel in its fullness,

The gospel 2s I receive it, believe it, learned
to be true, to be a system of truth, that eireum-
scribes all thinss; that embraces all the gond
thut exists, is a something that is designed to
produce for the children of men sueh things as
are requisite to their happiness; to their deliver-
ance fromthe bondage of sin; from the bondage
of error, ignorance, and darkness; or from ig-
norance by whatever name it may be ecalled, or
whatever may be the particular agency by
which it may exertits influence over the free-
dom of the soul. .

This review of the matter has led me to coa-
clude that it 1s not the heathen nations alone (ns
we denominate them in contradistinetion to the
christian world) that are groveling in darkness
that are worshiping they know not what, an
that are seeing they know not what, but that
itis actually the case with thousands who have
subscribed to the doctrine God has revealed in
the last days, even the gospel as a system of
truth and salvation. Yet in looking forward te
that emancipation from darkness, from error,
and from all the econcomitant train of conse-
quen.es resulling from an ignorance of truth,
they have failed to recognize, in examining the
subject, that the ecomprehension of truth was
actually necessary to constitute the salvation
thev songht for.

We have looked for heaven, or happiness, in
a deliverance from every thing that is in reality
n canse of annoyanee to us; of sorrow, misery,
and wretchedness, From this we expect to be
saved, from it we expect the gospel will redeem
ns.

Well now, how do we expect to arrive at se
desirable a consummation of onr wishes? How de
we expect to gain the point where we shall re.
alize a full ana perfect deliverance from the
evils that afllict us—with which we are sur-
rounded in life—and from which we expect to be
saved, when the gospel has wrought out for us
all we anticipate, shall have brought to us the
realization of our highest hopes. and lofliest
expectations? What then shall have been done
with us? Where shall we be> What kind of
men and women will we be? Whut country er
Ineality ofthe great nniverse shail we occupy?—

eeeding glad, for Israel’s God is their God: and|the contributions to the storz of knowledge I
he will mete outa jost recompense of reward have been able to gain in the short time [ have
apon the heads of all yvour oppressors. And|lived in the world, the subject seems to increase
again, verily thus saith the Lord, let the work of [in its dimensions., and in its extent That
mv Teinpla, and all the works which [ have ap- which 1 Ihﬂ"ﬂ'hl | knew when 1 wns but a hﬂ_?
pointed unto you, be continned on and not ceasa:  —that | thought | understood —that | !prnPd
and let vour diligence, and your perseverance, |in the vanity and ignorance of childhood 1 eam.
and patience, and your works be redoubled; and | prehended—I find in the mature years of man-
vou shall in no wise lose™ vour reward, saith the | hood that [ knew nothing about it, 8o far as the
Lord of Hosts, and if they persecnte you, so per- | comprehension of the great truths of the gos-
secuted they the prophets and righteous men that | pel in their extent are concerned.
|were befors you. For all this there is a Tﬂ“’ﬂl‘d' I learned that there was a gospel, and became
in heaven. . _ | satisfied of its truth; and | commeneed to labor
And ﬂE“"].-‘ give unto you a W“f_'" m "*'I'“'_”“ E in the xospel as did those who tanght me its
to the baptism for vour dead; verily thus saith | principles, and from whose lips [ first heard the

testimony thereof; the first man [ ever heard

any of you are baptized for your dead, let there preach it is here with me to-day, br. Orson

be a recorder: and let him be an eve witness of Pratt
your baptisms; let him hear with his ears, that : E . .
he may testify of atruth, saith the Lord; that in | The gospel is connected with every thing I

. ‘ :
all your recordings, it may be recorded in heavens can think abont. It is expanded to such wn

- ;F.'IIFII[ that I eannnt see bevond it; | eannot rise
at whatsgoever vou bind ouearth, mav be bound ! 3 Py : ’
th ) ety cod above it, nor descend beneath it. There are no

in heaven; whatsoever von loose on earth, may kit A h- bt obide St d .
be loosed in heaven; for [ am ahout to restors | “" P18 it does not reaeh; ."n .E'g '8 3% 6nes “fn
surmount; no extent which is not filled by it.

tth fth. ertsini to the |
many things to the e pertaining to the priest So let me talk to you what [ will that is trne,

, saith the Lord of [osts.
hood, sai RIS 0% S and calenlated 1o do good to mankind, it must

And again, let all the records< be had in nrder . :

that lhey may be put in the archives of my Hul_v [ﬂfllwne!:ltl?ll;:_rﬂl‘:: Par: of the gnsppl.th i JJ
Temple, to be held in remembrance from genera- u;Fd w. e “'Ed“ y years "E“ ;' f!
tion to generation, svith the Lord of Hosts, preached 1t over and over again; £o | conless

Where can the bread of life be fonnd, and the
water of the fountain of life, from which we may
fain quench our thirst?

One mig ht ealeulate that all the good we ex-
pect to realize when we are saved, will be ob-
tained, by doing, in all things, as we are told
to do, by fulfilling every requisition that is im-
posed upon us, and thereby securing the full-
ness af this salvation.

What does this obedience lead people to?—
It leads them to go where they are required
to go, and to stay where they may be required
to stay: in fine, it leads them to perform every
labor that is required at their hands in the build-
ing up of the kingdom of God, and the estab-
lishing of Zion, or the cause of truth on the
earth. In the pursuance of this, what do we
ind? We find men crossing the desert, and
the ocean, of their own free will; passing thre
all the contingencies of a journey of that kind:
passing thro’ privations, hardships, dangers, and
evils that may hang around their path, becanse
they have been commanded to do so. We see
some fall off, who have spent ascore of years in
traveling, preaching, laboring, toiling, and striv-
ing to gain salvation by heing obedient to the
requisitions that were Jaid npon them;they have
gone, when, and where they were sent, and
have come back when called for; they have
made it their business to respond to the ealls

I will say to all the saints, that T desired with| """ thing t0 you, not e tin—not asa T
Y ' d with that when [ was a child I thought as a child,

that were made regardless of what thev m ght be.
[ Conciuded in mext number.]




