
and liberty

VOL V GREAT calr LAKE CITY WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 9 1855 NO 41

I1 copyright

HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITHseite
rr t i

AUAUGUSTGUST 1842
41

augaugg tuesday 30 at homihomo thiroughthrough the
day

31 at hormhorn infit the forenoon
afternoon roderodoro u to the grove with emmaemmi and at-
tended tileh female relief sociSocie tys meeting

the follofollowingwimwlm minutes were reported by miss
E Rarsnow

PrepresidentAdent joseph smithsmith arose and said 1 I am
happy and thankful for the privilege of beingbalne pre-
sent duon this occasion great exertions have been
made 01oj tiletiie partcart 0off our enenemiesmies to carry mome to
missouri and destroy my life but the lord has
hedged uptip their way and they have not as yet
accompli hed their purpose god has eibietuienabledbledbied
me to keepkeel out ofoathirthirththin ir handland I1 havehive warred a
good war lirefire inasmuch as I1 have outgeneralled
br whipped out all binDindinnetteB corrupt host

myaly feelingsfeelings at the prepresentent time are that inas-
much as the lord almiaimi hav has preseypreservedved nerne
butil too diydaiy he will continue to preserve me hvby
thetha united githfaith and biyersbisers of tile saints until I1
have fully wd my mission in this life
and so firmly est ebli lied the dispensation of the
falness of thefile in llethelie list that
all the powers of earth and hellliell can never prevail
against it

myaly iconstant persecution reminds me ofif the
wordsword of the savior when helie said to the phaniphann
sees go yeyes and tellthil thtintit fox behold I1 castcist
out devils and I1 do cures todayto day and tomorrowto morrowmarrow
and the third day I1 shallshail be perfected 1 I1 expect
viatthat my heavenly father imsins decreed thatthit the
AmissouriansMissourianstans shall not gtt me intoinlo their power if
they do it wiltwill be because I1 dodo not keep ouiout of
their ivayw ayiy

I1 shall triumph over my eneeenerenemiesnies I1 hhwehivewe begun
to triumph over them at home and I1 shall do it
abroad all those thattint rise up against me will
surely feel ththe weight of their iniquity upon their
own he ids those that speak evilevit of me and the
saints are ignorant or abominable characterschar and
fulifull all the fuss and all the stir ind
allnil the charges got up against me arearc like tho
lackjack a lantern which cannot b found

ainaidalthough I1 doto wrong I1 do not the wrongs
that I1 am charged with doing the wrong timi J
do is through the frailty ofor huminhumynhum in nature likilkliap
other rnmenn no mailman lives without faultr tull do
you think that even jesus if he were here wouldlouioubea without fault piit your eyes hisfits enemies saidsids id
ailall iliiii anner ofor evileril agI1I1 dinst him they all watched
for iniquity in him how esyeasy it was for jesus
to call out all the iniquity of the hearts of those
whom hebe was amoneamong

the servants of the lord are required to guard
against those things hatthat are cited to do the
most evil ahethe little foxes spoil the vines little
evils do the moilmohl injury to thetile church if you
havehava evil feelings and speak of thtilamm to onone an-
otheroth r it haqhas a tendency to do mischief these
things result in those evils which are calculated
to cut the throatsaliro its ofor the heads of the church

when I1 do the heatbeat I1ianc in when I1 am accom-
plishingshing theth greatestgrengran test good eientaen the most evils
and wicked arm isings are got uplip against me
I1 woulboullI to godgot thitth it you would be wirawisa I1 now
counselconn selsei you that if you know anything calcu-
lated to didourb the Ilaepaaee nror injure thetile feelings ofor
your brother ordr sister hold your trtonguesingues and
the least harm will bebaldonedone

thetha female Rilioflief society have taken a most
active partpirtp in myiny welfareire against my enamienerniesiarresi in
petitioning to the governor in my behalf these
measures were all necessary dobo youyet not see
ththatt I1 foresaw what WAS coining beforehand by
thetha spirit ofor prophecy all these movementmovements
hadhid an influent in my redemption from the hand
of my enemies if these m asureeagures had not beenteen
taken more serious consequences would hhirehiveV e
restiltedresulted I1 hive comeconn herehera to bless you thetile
societyS irive done well their princiaprinciplesiesles are to
practice holiness god loves you and your
prayers inin my behalf shall avail much litletift them
not er ascend to0 o god continually inhi my b
hilfhorlif the enemies of this people will never getlet
weary of their perspersecutioncution against the church
until they are overcome I1 expect they will
array everything against me thatthatisis in their power
to control ana hatthat www shall have a long and tre-
mendous parfirowarfirofirs lieile that will war tilethet true
Chrisichristiantian warfare against the corruptionscorrupt ions of these
last days will bavehave wicked men and angels of
devildevils and all thetha infernal powers 0off birknessdirkness
continually arrayed againstag ilist filmhim when wicked
and corrupt men oppose it is a criterion to judge
if a man Is warring the christian warfarewarfarerare when
all men speak evil of you filielyfalsely blessed are yeyes

ac shall a man he considered had when men
speak evil of him no if a man stands and
opposes thetha world of sin he may expect all
wicked and corrupt spirits arrayed against him
but it will beb but a little season and all thes
afflictions will be turnedturntorn d away from us inasmuch
aearf we firetire faithfulAithnithtulful and are not come by these

evilsvils by seeing the blessings of the endowment
rolling ouon and the kingdom increasing and spread-
ing from sea to spasea we shall rejoice that wawe were
not overcome by these foolish thingshillyshin tyslys

A few very important thinya have been mani-
fested to me in my absence respecting the doc-
trine of baptism for the dead which I1 shall comcorn

muni cate to the stintstintss next sabbath if nothing
should occur to prevent me

president smith then addressed the theore of
anice in fervent prayer

th prayers ofor th society were requested I1inin
behalf of mrs redshawRpRe pshaw

president joseph smith remarremarkedkejikeil that mrs
chaw hadbad longions since been adviaadvisedd to return
to her husband it itharhas bebeenen aascertainedtined by good
evidence that sliesitehe left her husband without just
cause that lie isis a moral man and a gentleman
shesite has got intoinlo a way of having revelations bitbutt
not the revelations of god if sh will go home

I1 and do her duty we will pray for her but if not
our prayersprayer1 willbowill do her no god

president smith aldaidsaid 1111 I1 have one remark to
make rrespectingpeeling the baptism for thetiie dead to

suffice for the time being until I1 have opportunity
to discuss the subject at greater length all per-
sons baptized for the dead must have a recorder
present that lie mavmayma be anail eye witness to record
and testify of the truth and validity ofor his record
it will bebe necessarycessa rvinin the grand council thattint
these thinthingsgeibebe testified to by competent witnesses
therefore let thetile recordrecordingincinZ and witnessing of
baptismbaptisms forto the deaddi ad babe oacarefully attendedattalt to
from this time forth if there is any lack KL may
he at the expense of our friends they not come
forth 11

closed with praterprayer by elder derby
some time this month elder hydehydaII11 da published

a pamphlet inin the german ianlanlanguagegurgeeurge in germany
entitled A cry out of theth wilderness lc of
about pages setting forth the rherise progress
and doctrindoctrinesps of the church of jesus christ of I1

lifterlitter day saintsaints
about this timetims while I1 wasws crossing frfrommi

montroseft to nauvoo in a boatbo it inin company vtth
brother hyrum we pardpats d through ailan immense
shoalboathoathoai of fish of considerable size hundreds
jumped inin and over the boat but we succeeded inin
securing about 16 which we broughtbroviabro ightht to shore

thursday september 1 1842 during the
forenoon in the assemblyAssem lily room and in the
afternoon at home attending to business I1
wrote the following

to all thetiie saints inin nauvoo F as
the lord has revealedrevea teilleil unounto me that my enemies
both of missouri and thistills state were again in
pursuit of me and inasmuch as they pursue me
without cause and have not the least shadow or
coloring of justice or right on their side in the
getting uplip ofor their prosecutions me had
inasmuch as thir pretensions rirefirebirdalltirdalldailallail founded in
liisfils hood ofor the blickblickeblackestestbt die I1 have thought it
expedient and wisdom itin me to leave lleilelie placepine
for a short season for my own safety and the
safety of this people

I1 would saysav to all those with whom I1 have
businessbu sineslines hatthat I1 have left my affairs with agents
and clerks who willwi 1 transecttransict all business inin a
prompt and proper manner and will see that all
rnymy debts are cancelled in due time by turning
out property or otherwise as the case may re-
quire or as the circumstances may admit of
whenmen I1 learn tililltintit the storm is fullytally blown over
then I1 will return to you alfainagain

and as for the perilspenis which I1 am called to pass
through they seem hittbut a smailsmall thing to me as
the envy and wrath of man havehive been my com-
mon lot all the daysdas of my ilfelife and for whit
cause it seems mysterious unless I1 was ordained
from before tilethe foundation of the world for some
good end or bad as you mtvm ivv choose to call it
judgejudae yiy for yourselves god all thaliese
thingsti lings whetherwhither it be good or bad

but nevertheless dep water is what I1 am
montwout to swim inill it all has become a second na-
ture to me and I1 feel likehie piulciul to glory in tri-
bulationbu lation for to thithis day has the god of my
fathers delivered me out ofor them all end will de-
liver mome from henceforth for be old and lo10 I1
shall triumph over all my enemies for thetile lord
god hathbath spoken it

let all the saints rejoicesrejoice therefore and hebe ex
cedingedingc glad for israelisisraels god isM their god and
he will mete outaout a just recompense of reward
11pollupon the heads of all your oppreoppressorssors and
again verily thus saith the lord let the work of
mvmy temple and all thetiie works which I1 have ap-
pointed unto you be continued anandon and notnotecasecea a
and let your bilig rice and yourour perseverance
and patience and your5 our works be redoubled and
you shall in no wise lofoeloeloseae your reward saith the
lord of hosts and ifir they persepersecuteente ou so pper-
secuted

r
they the prophets and righteousrighieri laiq men that

were before youou for allalt this there is a reward
1inI heaven

and again I1 give unto you a word in relatinrelation
tot the baptism for your dead verily thusihus saith
the lord unto you concerning your dead when
any of you are baptized for your dead let there
be a recorder and let himhint babe an eyepy witness of
your baptisms let him hear with hisliisearsears that
he may testify of a arittruthtilill saith the lord that inin
all your recordings it maybe recorded in heaven
that whatsoever you5 ou bind on eartearthwayearthhmaymay beb bound
in heaven whatsoever oilyon loose on earth may
be looked in heaven forfr I1 am about to storerestorere
manyanny things to the earth p to the priest-
hood saithsaithbaith the lord of hosts

let allail the record be haibad in order
that they may be plitput in the archivesarch ives ofor my koiv
temple to be held in remembranremembrancecB from genergenera-
tion totot generation s lith lleilethelie lord ofor hosts I1

I1 will sayeay to all thetiie saints that I1 desired with

exceeding great desire to have addressed them
from the stand on the subject of baptism for the
dead onoil the following sabbath but inasmuch
as it is out of my power to do so I1 will write
the word of tililltheibee lord from time to time oilon thatthat

j subject andaud send it you by anuil as well as many
other things

linowI1 now close my letter for the present for the
wawantt of more time for the enemy is on the alert
and as the savior said the prince of this world
cometh but helie hath nothing infit me

behold my prayer to god is thatthit you aliall may
be saved andwid I1 subscribe myself yoyouru r fervantservant in
the lord prophet and seersor of thethe ch of
jesus christ of latter day saints
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myaly brethen and sisters by the chanreschanles
which mark lleiletilelie history of our journey through
life I1 again hive the privilege of meeting withwilh
you with many of you no doubt I1 have
had the same privilege before and for aught I1
know this may be the arstfirst time I1 have met
wwithith others who are present to day whether I1
have mtm t withw i th you before or not it is a source
of gratification to me that we are here

I1 am not here because I1 have fulfilled my
mmission or because I1 have laid down the labor
of rnymy mission as having completed it hutbut I1 arnam
simply here MISnis afternoon because I1 havellave a
mission one that has enraged my time filled up
my timeytimestimptime and engaged all my powers it is only
in the discharge of0f the duties of that mission
that I1 air here

thorah some may havehiveh ave thought thathat be-
cause I1 have been laborilaboringn in california for ait
few years the labors of my mission irpiretr confined
to california but I1 do not so understand it
these are notnut the feelings that I1 cherish within
me in relation to it I1 never have fell braue
I1 was appointed to labor for a timetune for the ac-
complishment of certain purposes in the state
ofot california that I1 was released from the obli-
gations that rested upon me as a minister of
righteousness every day in every place and
undertinder all circumstances

I1 received a mission overever twenty years ago to
preach the gospel and havehive been enaengagedgd in
it ear since it has filled up the hours days
weeks months and years otof my life sincepinne I1 ierp

it it has enlisted my whole affections
for that length of time and I1 have only just
commenced I1 say I1 have just coancommencede aced be
cause I1 have not completed it and the extent
of time that mayruay be occupied illin its completion
I1 do not comprehend

the only fact I1 fullyrally comprehend in relareiarelationtiontinn
lo10 it lais that I1 have began it I1 have received it

entered upon the duties of it and in the pro-
secutionsecseese offitit soan far I1 have done all I1 have done
I1 have traveled wherewhre I1 have traveled I1 have
laboredtailored as I1 have labored it is in the discharge
if4 the dittiesduties aoff this mission I1 leave salt lakeliike
andmid in tthe discharge of tilethe duties of it that I1 re-
turn ilif is in the discharge of these duties hatthat
I1 do all that I1 do so far as I1 am able totf act as
I1 would wish to act and as I1 design to net

I1 may this evening address people with whom
I1 have held conversation in relation to princi-
ples of the gospel long yearsyensyeas ago and others as
I1 have remarked perhaps see me for the girtfirt
timeime yet to both of these classes of persons I1

havelave 1lutiuttutut one thing to say namely that it is
11 till my business to preach the grigospel I1 have
nothing elseelst to preach I1 know nothing else to
preachreach ititisis the subject that has engaged my
attention and still does engage it

with the years ofexperience that havehive added
the contributions to the storastort of knowledge I1
haveave been able to gain in the short time I1 have
lived in the worldworldi theithe subject seems to increase
in its dimensionsdimen lonsions and in its extent that
which I1 thought I1 knew when I1 was but ait boy

that I1 thoughtI1 understoodunder tood that I1 supposed
inn the vanity and iignorance of childhood I1 comrom
pretendedended I1 find inln the mature years of manmin
hood that I1 knew nothing about it orso farfir as the
comprehensionin of tilethe great truths of the gos-
pel in theirthein extent are concerned

I1 learned that there was a gospel and became
satisfied of its truth and I1 commenced to labor
satisfiedinn the dospel as did those who taught me its
principles and from whose lipilips I1 first heardheart the
testimonyee therthereofeor the first man I1 ever heard
preach it is here with me todayto day br orson
prattpratt

the gospel is connected with every thing I1
can think about it is expanded to ruchnuch hnim
extent that I1 cannot see beyond it I1 cannot rise
above it nor descend beneath it there are no
depths it does not reach no heightsheighti it does not
surmount no extent which Hii not filled by it
so let me talk to you what I1 will that is true
and calculated to do good 0too mankind it must
of necessity Pormarmarn a part of tilethe gospel JI1 used to think twenty years ago thatthit I1 hadihar
preached it over and over again soeci I1 confess j

one thing not as a rinfin notkotot asaas a wrongwrongs
that when I1 was a child I1 thought as a chillchilI1

I1 believed thehe gospel as a child I1 speculated
about it as a child and I1 falkltalkeded about it isas a
child would but since I1 became a man I1 have
learned diffiedifferentrent thingthingsfi I1 have earndlearnedearn d that
there is a vast diffiedifferencerence between receiving and
endorsing rt belief in the existence of a factfactandand
the failfull and perfect comprehension of it

this was the relation in which I1 stood to the
gogoelgopelpelpei in the days of my childhood it is the re-
lation in which I1 stand toto ityitsit in a great
day it is no more a fact todayto day than it was a
scorecorecorb of years ago that I1 comprehend the gos-
pel only in part that I1 comprehend it fully now
I1 would not he so understood J comprehend
seimsrimsomethingething of it all the truth that I1 am able to
C is so much of it

rowdowbiowIN ow iis this the case with any body besides
mmyself I1 have reason to think that if I1 have
tilethe gospel to learn others have it to learn and
thattint if a comprehension natheof the truth is requisite
to my salvationistsalvati onit is to theirs then the impor-
tant thing in relation to the gospel is that we
should receive it inin its true spiritspirits that we
shouldshoula duly apreci te the object of its institu-
tion thehe reasonsreason why it is revealed to us and
the necessity that9 called for its revelation thlethie
will enlighten us asis 0too the principle upon which
we will hebe really saved when we are saved

iriirsif aeterafler fillall we do not comprehend the gos-
pel in its fuiful ness and inu itsit 3 widest extent we
may perlin ps fillfall as43 far short of what may bfbe
called accordaccordingints to our way ofor understanding
a perfect salvation as we may lack
inz to comprehend the gospel in its fullness

thetile gospel as I1 receive it believe it learned
to be true to behe a system of truth that circlrcircumcurn
scribes all thinthingsv that embraces all the good
that exists is a something that isis designed to
produce for the children of men such things aaas
are requisite to their happiness to their deliver-
ance from the bondage of sin from the bondage
of error ignorance and darkness or from ig
entrancent tancerance by whatever name it aty bbe called or
whatever may be the particular agency by
which it may exert its influence over the free-
dom of the soul

this reviewre view of the matter hashag led me to cccomcoaa
cludedude that it is not the heathen nations sinnsionloneinner aaas
we denominate them in contradistinction 1to thetha
christian world that are groveling in darkness
that are worshiping they know not whaiwhat and
that are seeing they know not what but that
ititisis actually the case with thousands who have
subscribed to the doctrine god has revealed in
the last days even the gospel as a system of
truth and salvation yet in looking forward tto
that ememancipationanciancl pation from darkness from error
and from all the concomitant train of conconse
buenes resulting from an ignorance of truth
they have failed Vto recognize in examining the
subject that the comprehension of truth waswaa
actually necessary to conconstitute the salvation
they soughtfought for

Wwee have looked for heaven or happinesshappi ness inin
a deldei verance fromflom every thing that isis in reality
ait causepause or annoyance to us of sorrow misery
and fromfront this we expectexpert to be
saved from it we expect the gospel nwillilllii redeem
usU 3

wewellweilI1 now how do we expect to arrive ntat so
desirable a conconsummationanimation of conr wiwishes hoddo
we expect to gain thetill point where we shall re
alize a full ana perfect deliverance from the
evils that afflict us with which we are bursur-
rounded in life and fronifrom wlmwhit iiit we expect to beae
saved when th gospel has wrought out for timismu
all we anticipate shallshill havehiveh uveive brought to us the
realization of our higlhighestiettlett hopes and Iolieft
expectations what then shall have been done
with us where shall we be what kind ofrif
men and women will we hebe whatwhitt coun
locality of the great universe shall we occupy
where canran the bread of life be found and thetile
water of tilethe fountain of life from which we may
fain quench our thirst

ione mimiimil ht calculate that all the good newe ex-
pect to realize when we are saved will be ob-
tained by doing in all things as we arefire told
to dodobyby fulfilling every requisition that is im
posed upon us and thereby securing the full
nesnesa of this salvation

whit does thischis obedience leadbadbhadad people to
it leads them to go where they areate required
to go and toin stay where they may be required
to stay in fine it leads them to perform every
labor that isis roquirequiredred at their hands in the build-
ing up of thelie kingdom ofor god and the estab-
lishinglishing ofzion or the cause of truth on theeartyearth in the ofpursuance this what do aixwixwe
find we find men crossing the desertdeserts and
the o ean of their own freefreewillwill pissing ihrathra
all the contingencies of a journey of that kind
passingpissing privations hardships dangers and
evils that may hang around theirheir path because
they have been commanded to do so we seesec
sornsome fall off who have spent a score of years iain
traveling preaching laboring toitoltoilinglinz and striv-
ing to gain salvation by heingbeing obedient to thtbt
requisitionrequisitions that were laid updpnn them they have
gone when and whrewherewh re they werekerevvereerepre sent and
hivehave come back when called for they have
made it their business to respond to the caliecalk
that were mibrearebregardaardgard less of what they in cht be

concludedconclude in nextnezi numberdumber


