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a truly Christian comunity by
secking to promote each other’s wel-
fare and happiness regardless of race
or creed.

For Heaven’s sake, our own sakes
and our children’s sakes, - Let us
have peace.”?

Rerpectfully,
W. H. HHEARMAN.

-—

TALK WITH THE UTAH DELEGATE

The New York World of October
12th epnriins the foliowing “inter-
view?? by the well known official
correspondent of that paper, Frank
Q. Carpeuter,with the Delegate from
Utah,

HON. JOHN T. JAINE:

Washiogton, Oct. 11.—I met John
T. Caine, the Territorial Delegate
from Utah, last night, and had a
talk with him reguarding the con-

-dition of the Murmon Church, He
referred .to President Woondruff’s
pronuncinnento against plural mar-
rfige, and tells me that polygamy
is dead in the Territory, that there
have been no plural marringes to
speak of for years, aml that the Gen-
tiles have nlways had am idea that
there were more polygamists than
there really were.

“ There are now 150,000 Mormons
in Utah,* said he, “‘and there have
never been more than 2,500 or 3,000
men who havehad more than one
wife. This is lesa than two pur cent
of the male population of Utah.
The majority of the polygamlsts
had only one extra wife, and 1t was
only in exceptivnal casea that they
married more than three. The
youug men among the AMormons
have not gone into polygamy.
They are the leading power in the
Territory today, and they are, fo a

. large extent, running the Chareh.
The Mormon Church at their State
convention In 1887, when they
adopted a constitution and asked for
almission Inte the Union, passed a
resolution  prohibiting polygamy,
and the doctrine " bas npot been
taught in the Church slnee theu.
L[t was the young meu who brought
about this chauge. The leaders of
the Churely and the older men nc-
¢epted the situatiou, and from oow
on every Mormou will have only
one wife.*

“Does the Church still believe in
polygamy??’ | asked.

*The prople may believe in it, but

they believe in obeying the laws of

their couptry, aud as these laws are
against it they wili not practice it.
Mauy of the Mormons went into
polygamy uguinst their own wishes.
Brigcham Young once teld me that
the greatest trinl of his life was the
aloption of this prineiple, and that
it was only becauss he thought it
was his duty that he took more
than one wife. He said this to me
at the theatre one night, and I have
uo doubt of his sincerity. He con-
giderod it a cross, but he helieved
thut polygamy came from GQod, and
he accepted it.>?

“What kind of 2 man was Brig-
bam Young?’ I asked. )

“He was a great man,”” replied
Delegate (atpe. ¢The work of
Moses lending the children of Israel
through the wilderncss was nothing
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to his taking that band of Mormons
over the untrodden wilderneas of
the great American desert and ot
settling them in the henrt of it.
Moges only traveled a few huadred
miles. Brigham’s band traversed
thousands. Iftook Brigham Youny
fees thau a yearto find his land of
Cana:n, while Moses wandered
aroumd for fully forty. Brigham
Young will have u great place in
history, aud the day will come
when all Americans will besproud
of-him.”?

“Give me u description of his
character,”* said J.

“Brighmm Young,” replied Dele-
gate Caine, “was an all-ateund
great man. He had anp evenly bal-
auced mind and wonderful execu-
tive ability. He was able to decide
upen an¥thlog that came up the
momerit it was presented to him,
and he always grasped things in
their details as well as a whole. He
had a wonderful amount of practi-
cal koowledge, nad he built the
Temple in Salt Liuke City that cost
a million dollare and more. He was
a very industrious manp, *aud he
went to bed early, rose at daybreak,
ate plainly aund dressed simply. His
soul was wrapped up in the Mor-
mei Chureh, aud he cared more for

ita interests than bhe did for his
own.”
+43till, he died rieh,”? said L.
“Yes. Hlis wives were all pro-

vided for out of his fortune, aud the
estatle was Jeft in' the hands of
trustees, so that all were fairly
treated. He made the most
of his fortune out of the
Upion Pacific Railread. He built
100 miles of this road and one of
his sons was vne of the masters of
constructiou for the Union Pacifle.
I don’t think that Brigham Young
ear«d anything for mouey as money.
He valued itonly as it enabled him
to earry out his plans. He was a
very valuable adviser to the Church,
and it is lurgely due to him that our
people nre io S0 proeperous a con-
dition as they are today.**

“Does the Mormon Church own
inuch property??? I asked. |

“No,” replied Delegate Caipe, it
does not.”* ‘'I'he United Btates Con-
gress passed an act taking our prop-
erty from ug, o1 rather stealing it.
It was nothing more than a steul,
and thore are other churches in Utah
today whivh own moure property
than the Mormons. When 8jeaker
Reed was in Utah a year or so ago
he said to me in that drawling tone
of his: ‘The Gentiles complain that
you Mormons won’t sell any of your
property.’ | showed i#m that a large
proportion of Balt Lake City was
nwned by the Gentiles,the Hebrews,
and others aud asked him how this
could be it the Mormons would not
sell.”

“Do your people held their title in
fee simpleor does the greater part of
the property in the Territory be-
long directly or indirectly to the
Church?»

““In fee slmple, of course,’’ replied
Mr. Caiue. *‘The Church hus
nothing to say as to what I shall
do with my bouse or my farm apy
more thau the Presbyterian or
Methodist has to pay regarding the
property of its members. [ suppose

there is no part of the United States
where 80 muny people own their
own humes ag iu Utah. Nine-tenthg
of the Mormons own their own
bomesteads, and the census of mort-
gapes will show a smaller number
among them than among any other
ciass of peopie in the United Blates,
When Brigham Young began te
build up the Territory he urged the
newcomers not to rent houses, any
advised then to buy or enter a pieca
of laud and put up a house on it.

©fIf you can’t put up a house,’
said he, ‘put up a shaaty. If you
can’t put up a shanty. build a dug-
out, and in the meantime live in g
tent.? The people followed his ad-
vice, and the result is they are well-
todo. As togelling thelr property,
the Mormons are gpood business men,
at leust n9 much so as the aversge
members of other churches. They
know the value of their property,
They do not need to sell and they
only do so when they get their
price.™

“Does oot the Church eat up a
great part of the rubstance of the
people??? I asked.

““Not more sv than .other
cburches,”” was the reply. W
believe iu giving one-tenth of our
income to the Church, and we be-
lieve in supporting our Church ouy-.
selves. You never get a collectlop
plate shoved under your nuse when
¥ou goto listen to a Mormoun ser-
mon. The matter of giving Is 5
matter of one’s own conscience. Ng
one investigates whether a map
gives a full tenth of his income gr
uot. If he can atfird to cheat the
Lord we thiuk_thatthe Church eap
stand it, and that the Lord will set.
tle with’ him by and by.”* *

“What is the Mormon idea of
hel)?*? gaid I.

“Well, we don’t believein terrify.

ing people juto joining the
Chur¢h by preachiug  brimstope
damnation. We don’t takea map

by the nape of his neck and the seat
of his breeches und hold him over
the hurning fires of hell and shake
him back and forth and turo him
over and over until he squirms and
sizzles inte repeutance. Webelievg
in a future state, but not io that
kind of a future state. We think
that the deeda of thir life will be re.
warded and punished in the pext
according e they are geod or bad,
Wa believe In the atonement, but
we hardly think that the Lord wil)
take the time hardened sinner who
has committed all the crimes in the
decalogue to heaven by telegraph,
just becsuse he repents with hia
dyiug bresth We believe in g
future state ofJJrogressiun towardg
perfection, and we thiok that
religion should be a matter of
works as well ug faith. Many of you
Gentiles have'a wrong idea of Mor-
monism. We are nearer the Bible
today than nioe-tenths of the
churehes, and I belivve there ia ag
much Bimon-pure  Christianity
taught ir Utah ns there is in any
other place of its population in the
United Btatea., The Book of Mor.
mnn i8 only a supplement fo the
Bihle. 1t riors not tuke the place of
it. - We Jdwlieve In the ten cem-
mandments, asnd we know the
Berlptures as well ay the Gentiles,



