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63 As the stars are all different in lustre and

size, |
So the telestial region, is mingled in bliss;
From least unto greatest, and greatest to least,
The reward is exactly as promised in this.

70 These are ihey that eame out for Apollos
and Pauls
For Cephas and Jesus, in all kinds of hope;
For Enoch and Moses, aud Peter and John;
For Luther and Calviu, aud even the Pope.

71  For they never received the gospel of Christ,

Nor the prophetic spivit thit came from the
Lord; :
Nor the covenant neither, which Jacob once had:

They went their own way, and they have their

" rewasrd,
12 By the order of God, last of all, these are

. thev,
That will not be gather'd with snints here helow,
cloud:—
In duarkuess they worshipp'd, to darkness
they go.

73 These are they that are sinfu), the wicked
at large,
That glotted their passion by meanness or
= worlh,
All linrs, adulterers, sorc’rers, and proud;
And suffer, as promis’d, Goc’s wrath on the
earth.

74 These are they that must suffer the vengeance
of hell,
"Till Christ shall have trodden all enemies down,

|

|

|

And pérfected his work, in the fulluess of times: |

Aundis erown’d on his throne with his glorious
crown,

79  The vast multitude of the telestial world—
As the stars of the skies, or the sands of the
sed ;—
The voice of Jehovah echo’d far and wide,
Ev’ry tongue shall confess, and they all bow the
kuee,

THE DESERET NEWS.

tyred, or whether the great change which we
must all nndergo comes in a more common way?

In" my opinion, it does not make much différ-
ence which way that chanve comes, but we
onght to be in such a frame of mind that we can
rejoice in all eircumstfances,

If we all knew that we must perish nnder our
present scarcity of food, what of tha!? Ounght
we not to rejoice in the privilege of exclhanging
this present life for one which we hopa to he
‘more happy, for one where we shall receive
greater blessings, greater privileges, where we
shall have more solid enjoyment and where our
intellectnal faenlties will be far more expanded?

Instead of exereising sn great an anxiely as to
where we shall get a little flour, a little corn
meal, a few potatos, or a little beef with which

to nourish these badics, our enquiries should be, |

are our hearts right before the Lord our God, are
we keeping his ecommandments, are we living up
0 onr privileges, ao we esteem all the words of

the Lord as we onght, or are we a little careless
To be canght up to Jesus, and meet in the &%

and indifferent?

Every person onght fo have those ideas fore-
most in their minds, for the Lord has told us that
it is his business fo provide for his saints. At
the same time 1t iz pecescary that we shonld be
diligent and endeavor fo do our best to do his will
in all things, and to find aut what his will is con-
cerning ns that we may be able to do it.

I have from my observations last fall and this
winfer, and from ohservations previously made,

| been firmly convinced that we have all been a
Nlittle unfaithful as a people,

This is my opmion
according to the light and knowledge I bave npon
the subject, and it has been more fully impressed
upon my mind sinee last conference than daring
any other period of onr sojourn here, for I have
fraveled in most of the settlements fo hold con-
ferences, in conneeticn with my brethren of the
home missions, and from the little observation I
have made I am convinced that we have not all
fully Jived np to our privileges as saints of the
Most High God.

For imstance, at a place north of this city, and
confairing almost inhabitants enough to fill this
honse, a conference was lately appointed. Sev-
eral went from here, aceording to the missions

76 Ev’ry man ehall be judged by the works of | £iven us, and when we got there, instead of finding

his life, _
And receive a reward in the mansions prepar’d;
For his judgments are just, and his works never
end,
As his prophets and servants have always de-
clar'd

77 .But the great things of God, which he
show'd unto me,
Unlawful to utter, I dare not declare:

They surpass all the wisdom and greatness of
men,

And only are seen, as has Paul, where they are.

78 T will go, T will go, while the secret of life,
Is blooming in heaven, and blasting in hell;
Is leaving on earth, and a budding in space:—
I will go, I will go, with you, brother, farewell.

Nauvvoo, Feb., 1843, JOSEPH SMITH.
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DISCOURSE

By Elder ORSON PRATT; TABERNACLE, Feb. 10, 1856.

[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG. ]

Being requested fo speak to the people this
morning, I cheerfully rise for that purpose, ever
esteeming it a great privilege to address the saints
upon the important prineiples connected with our
salvation.

I esteem the privilege of proclaiming salvation
equal to any privilege that may be named, The
subject of salvation is one of far greater impor-
tance than any other subject which can or does
interest the human family; although, apparently,
we mizht suppose that the accumulation of the
comforls of this life was the one that most in-
terests mankind, judging from the actions of
men.

- Why this is so T eannot tell; unless they think
that they can thus lengthen out their lives, and
Ey this mnears have the advantage of their neigh-
bors,

. L is very celdom that, we ever hear of the
people of this land perishing for want of the
comforts of this life, and I doubt very moch
whether they would if they were not so much
interested as they appear to be in respect to
riches,

Nof that I would discard the command given

|

' do think that these {hin

goon after the fall for man to till the earth and |

earn his bread by the sweat of his brow; not that
I discard the idea of beine industrions, of laboring
to procure food and raiment, of beautifying onr
habitations and inheritances, but these are only
temporary considerations, items of a secondary
morent,

To secure 1o ourselves eternal life and future
salvation is a subject of so much mere 1mportance
than ail other subjects combined, that it certainly
?_u;;ht to be foremost in our minds and conversza-

ion,

If onr hearts were supremely placed upon this
sutject we shonld converse most abont thore
things that pertain to salvation, instead of being
all the fime fearful that we were going to perish
g0 far s thiz mortal life is concerned.

Insiead of being afraid that we were going to
eiffer a little inconvenience, we onght to consider
the life of the body in the light that our Savior
speaks of it in one of the new revelations, “Care
not for the body, nor for the life of the bodys
but care for the soul and for the life of the soul,”
or in ofher words, care most for the future salva-
Ll'ﬂnl aud everlasting life that is in store for man-

ind,

Suppose we should be brought to anch extremi-

ties that we shonld all perish with starvation. !

what of that? If we have done our work may
we not as well perish in that way as in any other?
Is there any great dilterence in the kind of death
that we die? Does it much matfer whether we
perish for want of food, or whether we are mar-

-

a place suitable for the people to assemble in, we
found a very small log building which perhaps,
by erowding, might contain a hundred persons;
and it was also quite dilapidated, baving scarcely
a pane of glass,

We stopped near this log building and waited
until half an hour after the time. as we did not
see many passing fo the meeting, and then we
went in and found abont twenty persons sitting
in the cold ronm, which had only one window
and that almost entirely destitute of glass,

After a while we opened our meeting, and
those twenty individnals sat shivering while we
addressed them, The remaining portion of the

citizens were busily engaged with the care of

their catfle and in other aceupations, and with
them the conference was only a secondary consi-
deration.

The twenty who attended our first meeting
went and persnaded a few of their neighbors to
come, and after holding a few meetines we sne-
ceeded in getting this very small house prefty
well filled; whereas, if the people had come ont
as they onght, the place would not have held a
quarter of them. Ogiden city is the place I have
2llnded to. ¥

We found that instead of the people’s assem-
bling at the proper time they came about an hour
after, and instead of keeping sacred the Lord’s
day they worked at almost every kind of labor.

[ have also ohserved in other places that the
Lord’s day is searcely recarded at all. Perhaps
the people wonld atterd meeting at times, but
often after it is over, “hurrah for the horees,
mules and carviages,” and directly six or ejrht
Young men and women are in each carriage riding
ont for pleasure. This does lnok as thongh they
did not rightly value the Lord’s day, it looks as
thoueh they did rot care whether they went
strclling over fields and prairies, or how they
spent their time.

I mention those thinzs in order to show fthe
recklessness and carelessness manifested by some
of the yonng people who are growing up in these
valleys of the mountainas. '

I will mention ansfher practice that in my
opinion is often ecarried to excess, thoneh of no
harm in itself; it is a pleasant exercise, but may
be so indulged in as to brine eondemnation. 1
have reference to dancing and daneing schools: 1
zs, and occasionally our
paities, are carried 1o execess.

I will inelnde myself in these matters, and eon-
sider that my remarks also arply o myself. Some
may ask why I deem these matters carried to
excess; becanse often the minds of the voung are
not only thus unduly pleced upon the follies and
vanities of this life, but the®™have a tendency to
craw their minds away from things of a hundred
times more importance.

Suppose that a person should go to a daneing
schoal for two or three years, and become the
most expert dancer in the world, become so pro-
ficient that the toes and feet wonld at every step
be placed in the proper position, the hands be
held gracefully, and every motion, gesture and
figure be properly mada, in short, become as per-

 fect as any one that ever exhibited on “the fan-

tastie toe? what of all that? How much is the
mind improved by the operation?

Bnt says one, does it rot have% tendency fo
make one nimble ard graceful in ahpearance?
Yes, and so equally do other exercises that wonld
be more useful, for they tend to make persons
hardy and athlefie.

Think of the time econsumed in learning how to
take every step properly, when it might be nsed
to a hundred fimes more profit, for after all, It
is the mind that makes the man!”

These bodies are secondary when compared to
the mind, for the body is only the shel
ontward case. If our minds are ne lected, I do
not care how graceful the body may be, the use-
fulness is not there. _

y or the

What particular advantage would it be to this
generation, if you should spend twenty years in
learning all the technicalities of gracefulness? It
might be of some nse, but of very little in com-

arison to a well informed and instructed mind,
qu thivk that enr minds are too much taken up
by these things, but I would not have you fo un-
(derstand. by my remarks that we should entirely
deprire ourselves of these pleasurea.

Yt is well enough to occasionally exercise onr-
selves in the dance, for it was not prohibited mn
ancient daye, and it is predicted fhat the old and
young shonld enjoy themselves in ‘the dance in
modern fimes; but I am not aware that this has
reference 1o using all our time in dancing.

There is one thing [ would like to encouraze
instead of that carelessuess which is now mani-
fested by many, and that is to store our. minds
with the arls and sciences; not with feolish con-
jeetures, not with vain philosophy, not with some-
'thing that* will fly away with the beams of the
| sun, but with useful facts, those which have
been sought out by men influenced by-the in-
 spiration of the Almighty and recorded in books.

Suppose that you and I were deprived of all
books, and that we had faith to get revelation,
and no disposzition to understand tﬁat which hos
been  songht out, understood, and recorded in
books, what would be our condition? Sappose
that we had not sufficient faith and application
to acquire information concerning mathematics,
asironomy, geography, mechanism and their kin-
dred branches, or a knowledge of the elements
and materials of our globe with their various
‘combinations for useful purposes and their appli-

cation 1o machmery, and also of the laws by
which machinery acts, and the laws governing
motions, then suppese that the present know-
ledge was all shut ont, it would, under these
conditions and independent of the aid of the
Almighty, require an indefinite period in which
to make any great progress in the knowledge
that is even now extant.

I am speaking upon the principle naturally,
upon that which is revealed without the Hury
Ghoust 1o inspire us. Now auppose that we have
books to enlighten. us upon useful knowledge,
how much more easy it is for us to get know-
ledge that has been systematized so that we
cun obtain in a few minutes, that which would
otherwize take us vears to acqnire.

This is the benefit to be derived from the
use of books; herce when we say that books
are useful we have reference to books that con-
tain neeful sciences and knowledge; those facts
that are demonstrated by experiment, and not

 fo books filled with the wild theories of specu-

lative men, for those books are laden with hum-
bug in liew of knowledge,

Who does not kenow that fifteen minutes’
study would acquaint persons with discovered
and recorded laws which might otherwise take a
series of years to become familiar with? By
reasoning and rying to generalize our ideas we
may gain much useful information, but shall we
therefore consider bYooks‘of no use? Is there
no wisilom in availing ourselves of the labors
of those who have developed truths?

It is still knowledge, notwithstanding it has
been discovered by utEErs. Trth is truth, and
take it wherever you may find it, or from what-
ever source it comes, it was truth from all eter-
ni'y and it will be truth to all eternity. There
ig a great fund of usefu! information laid down
in books.

Is not all truth good? Yes; and when we
speak of true and useful knowledge we have
reference to that which pertains to God, or to
the workmanship of bis E;nd?; and when there
are books that pertain to God, or to the things
of his kingdom; or the workmanship of his

) " 1 # -
hands, they must be of use, of some service to! that commenced in the heart by recewving the

the human family.

Therefore we need not despair and think that
we shall, by and by, come to the end, to atime
when there will be no knowledge in books.
When you have thoroughly learned botany and
searched out all its laws, and pérhaps all botan-
ical creation, so as to pe:feclli} understand the
nature and uses of the great variety of roots,
trees, barks and herbs, you have become famil-
iar with only one branch of the works or laws
of our God.

When you are master of all the knowledge
there is in books about chemistry, and bhave
arranged the chemical affinity of the wvarious
gases and their nses, what have you found out?
kYoun have only found out another branch of the
great works of Goa.

We have mentioned only fwo branches of the
great works of our God, pertaining to which we
can acquire knowledge and understanding. We
might refer ‘o many others, viz.: astronomy,
geology, mineralogy and metalurgy, all of which
would be useful in our works and discovesies,

Indeed, had it not been for the discoveries in
those sciences, civilization wonld never have
risen to its present state in the world, we
should not have been blessed with many of the
luxuries of life that we now enjoy. And there
are only a few of the various branches of His
works, out of the number of what are gener-
ally termed sciences.

We might go on and enumerate many arts
and sciences hy which mankind are benefited,
especially in machinery and the laws of evolu-
tion, explaining and defining what machinery
will do and what it will not do.

How many hundred years have been spent
by numerous individuale, in order to discover
perpetual motion, whereas fifteen minutes labor,
with a knowledge of<the science of mathematics.

an impossibility for us to form a machine that
when set in mofion will supply its own motive
power, and not stop until it is worn out. Math-
ematics would have shown those persons that
they were in search of theories and principles
which could not be found out.

Again, alchymists tried for generations to trans-
mute the coarser materials into gold, and hun-
dreds of individuals have spent nl{wtheir time in

would enable a man to demonstrate that it is.

the pursuit of that vain phantom, when with a
knowledge of the chemical properties already
sought out, no one wonld ever think of accom-
plishing transimutation.

We as a people, with the privileges that we
have, the opportunity of being in these valleys
where the world and the enemies of this people
do not tyrannize over us, I do verily believe, have
not lived as faithfuliy as we ought, have not lived
m proportion to the knowledge we have in our
possession. In this respect many of the youths
in onr Ternifory are nof trying fo improve their
minds in a way fhat will render them the most
useful to. themselves and to others.

I will eay to numbers of the youth, vonr time
is spent in frivolity; year after year is spent in
this manner by many of the young men in this
| Territory.  1f we were being diriven fiom city to
‘eity, and had not the oppartunity of getting good,
competent school masters, those circumstances

wonld be a good excuse.

But having been here a sufficient length of time
to bnild houses, to establish ourselves in peace in
the midst of plenly, flourishing wpon {he moun-
taine, in the valleys, and upon the hills, with all
these blessings is it not a shame that we shonld
let so much precions time pass away without be-
ing more wisely improved?

When 1 have had a goad exercise in daneing, 1
take hold of my books and busiress, ard think no

|more of danewng nntil Thive a seasonable oppor-
tunity of going forth in the dance again.

I mention these things that parents may take
hold of them, that they may be induced to lead
their children in fhe right way, to set an exam-
ple that those who are of a proper age may re-
form, that we may see the rising eneration

growing up armed with wisdom and knowledge,
with the principles of salvation, with the princi-
ples of true seience. |

Have we had a'bigh school here? Not in fhis
Valley. But, says one, we have had a parent
school, and that is what we consider a high
school. Yes, we have had a ¢1eat many things in
naine, but mere name is not what is wanted. We
have had a University in name, and that is great-
er than a college, for it is expected that in a Uni-
versity all sciences will be taught, but as yet we
have had no such Universi‘y.

Have we colleges? 1 believe none, even in
name, Have we had acqﬂemieﬂ’ [ believe
not. If we have, they have been very inferior to
these in the Eastern S'ates. Go 4o the schools
in the New England States and see the.order
that is kept in them, see the improvement of the
vonih who are faug-i:t in them, and then come
back to our high and common schools and yon
will see that the common schools of the East will
far surpass any that we have yet had in our Ter-
ritory, forin those schools many of the higher
branches of education are thoronghly taught. _

I have spoken plainly on thesepoiuts, and in
accordance with my feelings,

What constitutes eivilization? The acquire-
ment and eorrect application of useful knowledge.

Do the world comply with the principles of
civilization? They do in part; they have ac-
quired knowledge in part, but they make a very
bad nse of it. ;

Have the Latter-Day Saints made any better
use of their knowledge? They have. After all
| have said I must praice the Tatter-Day Saints
a little, but I hope you will not get proud be-
cause of it,

You have gnalities which T esteem v highly,
and which bat few in the world have, viz: piin-
ciples of honesty, of integrity, and of union.—
You have a foundation laid, and if yon will right-
ly build upon it, it will far ontstrip the present
civilization of the world. and I have no doubt but
that you will build upen it.

Build upon the great and glorious

rinciples

prineiples of salvation. The Laiter-Day Saints
have laid the foundation right, and when they
take hold and rear the superstructure, it will be
one of the greafest ever constructed by the inhab-
itants of this earth. 3

I do not despair when I see such a foundation,
for if w= are notl now altogether what we should
be I believe that the Lord will whip us into it; I
have no doubt of that.

Lay hold of the princinles of knowledge, trea-
sire up earthly knowledge and heavenly knowl-
edge, a knowledge of things at home and of things
abroald, of the laws of nations, of the principles
of the most nseful arfs and sciences, of things
past, present, and fo come, that when we are
abroad preaching the Gospel we may be armed
with the full treasures of knowledge, and be able
to easily cirenmseribe those who are of the world.
Fancy the things that we have to do in this dis-
pensation!

I am as convineed that the Lord will whip us
info this diligent course, as I am that I am stand-
ing before yon, Why? Because this is the
kingdom, thisis the people and the church of
the living God,and just as surely as he is,
onr God will he purify this people by famine, by
war, by sickness, be death, by various judgments
and by the flame of devouring fire.

We cannot escape the course of purification.—
What is more visible to the eye than the dealings
of God, our Father, with us for the past year?—
First came the inimumerable swarms of insects bﬁ
millions sweeping offour crops, then the drout
drying them np as does the sun the dew, consum-
ing nearly all the insects had left. How was
this? Because the snows were kept from the
mountains during the previous winter.

What nex!? The drouth continued month af-
ter month, preventing the grass from growing as
it hasdone in falls of previons years, and thus
leaving our ground destitute of feed.

Then whal? A severe winfer, deep snow, so
'deep as {o cover the few spears of grass that
were left. Thns one calamily after another,
one punishment after another, is enough to con-
vince us that all proceeded from the hand of the
Lord our God.

Has be not a purpose in this? Ts it not an af-
fliction to us, to yon and to me? Do you not feel
it?  Will it not ﬂam us a lesson? Yes, it will.




