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REMARKS

By President George @. Cannon,
made in the Tabernacle, Sall
Lake Oy, Sunday afternoon,
May 26, 1889,

REPORTED BY A. 4. BENNETT.

I will read the 31st chapter of the
2nd Book of Nephi:

And now I, Pephi, make an end of
my ,prophesying nnito you, my be-
l(')gedpbrgthrgn‘ And Iy::nnuot. ywrilc
but a few things, which I know mnst
surely come to pass: neither can I
write but a few of the words of my
brother Jacob.

W herefore, the things which I have
written, suffieeth me, save it be a fow
words which I must spoak, concerning
the doetrine of Christ; wherelore, 1
shall speak unto you Plainly, accord-
ing to the plainness of my prophesy-

ing.

g‘nr my soul delighteth in plainness;
for after this manner doth the Laord
God work amom% the children of rmen.
For the Lord God giveth light unto the
understanding: for he speaketh uuto
men according to their langnaye, nnto
their understandirl%.

Wherefore, I would that ye shonld
remember that I have spoken nnto
you, concerning that prophet “which
the Tord showed anio me, that should
baptize the Lammb of God, which
should take away the sins of the
world.

Aud now, it the Lamb of God, he
being holy, should have need to be
huaptizad by water, to fulfil all right-
eousness, O then, how much more
need have we, being nnholy, to be
baptized, yoa, even by water. F

pd uow, I would ask of you, m
beloved brethiren, wherein the Lam
of God did fulfil all rigatevusness in
being baptized by water?

Enow ye Dot that he was holy? But
notwithstanding be being holy, he
sheweth unto the ehildren of men,
that according to the flesh, he ham-
bleth himsell hofore the Father, and
witnesseth unto the Father that he
would be obedient nnto him in keep-
ing his commandments,

herofore, afteY he was baptized
with water, the Holy Ghost descended
upon him in the form of a dove. _

And again; It showeth nnto the chil-
dren of men the straightness of the

ath, and the Rarrowness of the gate,

y which they should enter, he hav-
ing set the example belore thom.

And be said unto the children of
men, Follow thon me. Wherefore,
niy beloved brethren, can we follow
Jesus, save we shall be willing to keep
the commandments of the Father?

And the Father eaid, Repent ye, re-
pent ye, and be baptized In the nime
of my beloved Son.

And also, the voice of the Son came
nnto me, saying, He tlat is baptized in
my name, {o him wiil the Father give
the Holy Ghost, like unto me; where-
fore, follow me, and do the things
which ye hiave seon me do.

Wherafore, my beloved brethren, I
know that if ye shall follow the Bon,
with full purpose of heart, acting no
hypocrisy and no deception before
Gog. but with real intent, repenting of
your sins, witnessing unto the Father
that ye are willing to take upen you
the name of Christ, by baptism: yes,
by following your Lord and your
Savior down into the water, according
to his word; behold, then shall ye re-
ceive the Holy Ghoal; ¥yea, then com-
eth the baptism of fire and of the
Holy Ghost, and then can ye 8 ak
with the tongne of angels, and shont
praises unto lﬁw Holy One of Israel.

Bnt, behold, my beloved brethren,
thus came the volce of the Son unto
{ ;ne, saylng, After ye have repented of
your sins, and witnessed unto the
Father that ye are willing to keep my
commandments, by the baptism of
water, and have received the baptism
of fire and of the Holy (3host, and can
speak ith a new tongue, yea, even
with the tonguo of angels, and after
this shon!d deny me, it would have
beont better for you, that ye had not
known me.

And I heard a volco from the Fatfer,
saying, Yea, the words of my Bo-
leved are true and faithful. He that
endureth to the end, the same shall bo
saved. .

{  And now, my beloved bréthren, I
know by this, that unless a man shall
endure to the ¢nd, in following the ex-
ample of the Son of the living God, he

| cannot be saved;

Wherefore, do the things whieh I
have told you I have seen that your
Lord and your Redeemer should do:
for, fer tfis cause have they been
shown unto me, that ye might know
the gate by which ye should enter.
For the gate by which ye should enter
is rapentance and baptism by water,
and then cometh u remission of your
gins by fire and by the Holy Ghost.

And then are ye in this straight and
parrow pathh which leads to eternal
life; yer, yo Lave entered in by the
gate; ye have done according to the
commandments of the Father and the

'Son; and ye have received the Holy
Ghos:, which witnesses of the Father
and the Son, unto the fnlfilling of the
promise which he bhath made, thut if
ye entered in by the way yeshould re-
ceive.

And now, my beloved brothren,after
ve have gotien_Into this strmight and
parrow path, I would ask, [ all is
done? Hehold, I say unto youn, Nay;
for ye have not come thus far, save it
were by the word of Christ with un-
shaken faith in him, relying wholly
npon the morils of bim who is mighty
to save;

Wherefore, ye must press forward
with a steadfastness in_Christ, having
a perfect brightness of hope, and a love
of God and of all men. Wharefore, if
wo Bhall press forward, feasting upon
the word of Christ, and endure to the
ond, bebold, thus saith the Fathor, Ye
shull have eternal li e.

And now, behold, my beloved breth-
ren, this is the way; and there is none
other wuay nor name given under
heaven, wheleby nman can bosaved in
the kingdom of Ged. And now, be-
hold, this is the doctrine of Christ,
and the onlg and true doctrine of Lhe
Father, an

out end. Amen.

Presldent Woodruff, but I regret to
say that he has caught & severe cold
and has almost entirely lost his
volce, and is therefore uuible to
spenk to us. T now rise to address
you with a good deal of fear and
trembling. When T look at the
faoces of this large cougregation I
naturally shrink from nttempting to
speal; but therp are duties which
devolve upon us from which we
cannot shrink. In speaking to you
on this occaslon T trust T shall have
the faith and prayers of my breth-
ren and sisters. For aa Brother
Goddard in his opening prayer gaid,
there is no one but God that knows
vhe hearts of the children of men,
and He nlone can give to every soui
that food which is necessary for his
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spirftual growth and mivancement
in the things of the Kingdom of
God. 1t is He alone who knows
our wants and has the power to be-
stow upon us that which we need.
Therefore, as is our practice, we
have come togethier trusting that the
Lord will give to ns that portion of
His Holy Spirit, that counsel and
instruction, and, if necessary, that
reproof or warning, which we may
require,

As & people we neeld fo live so us
to limve the word of God given to
us. To be fed upon anything else
but this would be o great disappoint-
ment and would leave us langry
and in s destitute coudition. 'The
life of a Latter-day Saint is such
that he has need to be in close com-
munion with his God; and the re-
ligion that we profess 'is one which
imparts to the human soul at the
very time that it is reguired the
consolation, the strength, apd the
necessary gifts and powers to enable
that soul to contend with and over-
come all the evils that roay lie in his
pathway.

We have tested this religion of
ours. Itgives megrent satisiactlon
and pleasure to know that our re-
ligion is not alonea holiday religion,
a fnir weather religion. It
has been tested under eireumstances
that have been peculiarly trying,
and the confidence which the Lat-
ter-day Saints have in it todny has
been gained by long years of ex-
perience in jj8 powers, in ite glits,
ln its strength, in its resources and
capabilities, to sustain them in the
midst of the deepest trials and the
most desperate  straita in  which
human beings can boe placed.

This is the secret of the cobesive-
ness of the pEOfvle and their devotion
to the truth. Ifthere had been any
failure in the pastin its powefs to
suatain in the midst of deep afflic-
tions, the discovery wouid have
been ninde, faith would likewise
have fafled, and confidence would
have becen ghaken. But this has
not been the case; and, as I have
said, this is o great” cause of happi-
ness and satisfaction to me, ns I
know it must be to you.

When we refleet upon the circum-
stances through which we have
been called to pass, as o people, dur-
ing the past fifty-ninu years, since

of the 8on, and of the! o Chur s d r
ol I * el was organized, how
Holy Ghost, which is one God, with-| o 1 the scen  how wonder;u] the

vicissitudes, how extraordlnary the

I had hoped this afternoon to|trials with which the peeple have
have had the priviligeof listening to | had to contend! Persecuted from the

very outset, hated and maligned,
driven, properiy destrayed, houses
burned, hard-earned — possesslons
Fwrested from them, driven out bY
violence, and even death meted out
to some, compelled to go into the
wilderness, through lands of which
i nothing was known, and to find 8
resting place in the distant valleys
of the Roeky Mountains, with 2
scarcity of food, scant clothing
with few of the convenlences al
scarcely any of the comforts of life:
Under all these circumstanees the
Latter-dny Saints have had the 0P~
portunity of testing their religion:
Has it ever been found wantith

1 see before me this afternoon met
and women who have been volt
nected with this Chureh almost
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