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Hoer cry rose wild and fearful, and the
el momaent she foil Into her husband's
aroas Lo \.-. With & heast bheavy
and to ith angulsh, Ralph Mertos
bore his poor wife to her shamber, and
restorsd her (o cooesclousness, ‘with
great diffeulty. Nothlag was wuid
aboat the cecurrencs of the night, ho-
ever. With a tacls understandiag
was made a forbidden subject. hm
beoesforsh Isabel Merton was Dever
ot alone. Wherever shie was durinog the
day or the night, either her husband of
the h was with ber. Ralph
Merton believed that hh beaatiful m'ol
Dadl lost her reason, b breoding
over her Uncle's d-lb refased to |
belleve that she had Indeed seen & spirir,
To humeor her, howsver, the hotse was
thrown open, at every mploft
while at night it was mm,
from top to bottom. She ihe
darkiness, and qguletude of the place,
and by every effort possible, It waa
driven away. Thas thers were frequent |
parties and getherings ai the old house,
and It became quite giY Ma its old T
Bat the skeleton was In IMM still
No lghs, nor maeld,
h(u.‘ﬂmld drive from Iﬁ
the hanotl fear that waa
her life, sod with the keenast ish
Halph Merton saw that she nod
long stand » the dread
hensloas -b.’mtm essail

Two months bad nearly siapsed since
the strange message bad come over the
wires o lsabel Merton, and the time was |
drawing near al hand, whan, as Lhe mee- |
sage sald, the old sea captala mldl
come for hh pisee, froem beyoad
grave. That the time ml;ht come lnd |
pass without ocossoniog new fears snd |
expectatioos o Teabe! S r. Msrton pro- |
posed a party to hglm -mmu,
macaged 1L, rﬂh the night when the
two mounibhs of expectancy would sad.
' this his wife consented, and axten-
sive preparatioos were (mnndlaulj
commenced for it. Mr. Msrvao was
Jetermined that his wile should bave
00 Ume to lndulge ber sapemiltions
fears; and he consequently made it the
largent party of tbhe season, whioh
threw upoa her sbhoulders such & welght
of respoosibility and care that she bad
no Ume for anyihiog slee. How bright
snd lavitlog tbe old boase looked that
vighe! From the basement to the very
garret It shoane with light, and the
sound ol masle, with the tread
of feet, told what en ment the ocons-
loa afferded. The trees in the ade

were hung with lacterns,
which wm&cﬂ stray couples, refreab- |

ing themesives afler Lhe Dealed dance,
sud the whole soehe wis one of joy and
mirth. Among the gussts [sabel Mer-
ton moved acd ber laugh and wit woon
the oharm of many » ;Mp. Bat the
old fear clung o ber stlll, and do what
she would, abe could not baniab 5. Her
hosband walched her narrowly, »od
often he saw bher siart, lurn y
white, and gaze hlﬂlnpu sodie
s poak ﬂ'll’ = - tbe sTeoloyg

o L without w.
mnt lllpm-“’m Al = lale
hour the guests desperssd, and Rar
Merton soagrammisted Dimself oo Lb.
sucosss of bis whea be saw e

flu-bhed and look of his wife.
Whea all the guests had ted,
Halphy aod Isabei sought th owu

room while the servaats olosed

%.

by Marton
[sabel’'s rec from whieh the soundas

Before the door was reached the ories
voased, and belleviag (hat his wife bad
had acotber visl>a as he oalled i, and
bad Mioted, he hurried forward snd
Fu-tud open the dour, bal lmmediaiel y
wil back and ganed with horrorstruck
fascinstion apon the scene within.

Ia bher d Ismbal Moarton
sat, her heond whrown back, her eyes
distended, the muat horribie Wff—
tured oo her distorted festures, and
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hands selsing e chalr with & vice-like

suter the room, but the old house-
keeper orept lo sod Mol the metioniess
puise, and rapidly chilling . Bod
dealy she turned and

Merton, who bad stoed fu Lie d-c.

one stupefied, and obeying her mechan-~
loally, be stood before the corpse of his

'u'-
h.h-—l.
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