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THE EXPRESS TRAIN

A rnRILOUS RAILWAY ridiripiripe
rt

tvto0 or three of us ludllidl d
i out of the club one nignightt into

StstanleysStanleysleyb office to flnnedfled out thothe news
A coming in by telegraph which the

sleepingbleealeeplug town not hear until
the paper woudwould be out td morrow
stanley waiwa editor tfbf the cour-
ier 12 davasH was scribblingBc awayiway at a

11 driving speed his hatbat on and an
unlisted ogarcigar in his mouth
apuyourere at it late ben

accident sixty lives lost wath
I1out looking upay we the long white slips

e which lay coiled over the 1
tabie

andnd read the dispatch 1

1

tut tut i

mommou
nobody to blame of course
I1 tell you the officersri of the road

where such auall accident is ppossiblehubiesubie
1 should be triedtriba forlor murder cried

ferrers
stanley gave his copycapy to the boy

and lighted his cigarelgar
I1 think youre wrong ferreraferrers

instead of being startled at such
casualties I1 never travel I1 on a
rallralirailwaywity that I1 am not amazed at

of them just think
of thousands of trains run
ning yearly on esob with but a

i i minute to sparespay e between safety autiand
destruction obethe iisafety of thee
trains depending upon conductors
telegraph clerkclerks I1 brakermenesmen mennieu
of every grade of intellect their
abraitis subject tobto venyvery kindbind of
douds anuand disease addaud temper
the engineer takes a glassgloss of liquor
the conductor sets bimbia watch haifabulfa
minute too fa 1 the signalman falls
asleep and the train is dashed into

i ruin it is notriot the accident that is
to be wonderedivon dered at it is the es
cape that is miraculous

we had all draped into seats by
thisthiaallistinetime the night was young
and one after another told some
story of ndventureadventure or dangerdangen pres-
ently tistanley midhaidtaid there paswas aurair
incident that occurred on the bambarn
ster road a few years ago which
made me feel as 1 do inthein the matter
I1 happened to be an eye witness tu
the whole aflato I1

what was it belben
1 ittstvs rathers long story i

no matter goglo on I1 youyott cant
go home until your proof comescornea in

1 no well to make you underij standtand about five years ago I1 hadbad a
aitt

riding and poor pay you knowkenow
t how fastlast it wears out the machine

the doctor talked of diseases of
the gray matter of the brain etc

is aad of medicine
absolute rest and change of scene
I1 would have swallowtd all the
nostrums in a drug shop rather
than to have left tiietile office for a
week

1211p take country board and bendsend
in my work I1 said

no you must drop office and
i t work utterly out of your lifeilfe for a

month at least talk and think
4 of planting potapotatoestoes or embroideryembroidery

anything but newspapers audand
politics

well I1 obeyed I1 started on a
pedestrian tour finally I1 brought

f up footsore and weary in stock
huat while there I1 fell into the
habit of lounging about the rail-
way stationelation studying the con
ptstruction of the ehietigInes and making

N friends with the men
i themthe manan with whom I1 frater

f nihed most readily was aii skilled
mechanic he hadhild a degree of

j common sense a store of certainy facts which your young doctor or
lu politician is apt to lack

besides he is absolutely bureeure of
his social standinglanding ground and has
a ggraveraverare 1seifself respect which teaches

t hineherntotd respect you
the professional lad just itbarted

on his career ioi uneasy notco tsuresure of
t hisua position be- tries to climb

perpetually
j k- i tell you thisthia to explain my

4 intimacy with many of the
n of the road especially with an

1 engineer named blakeley
r this man attracted me first by

i his ability to give me the normamorma
Z 1 tionlion I1 wanted in a few direct

f sharp words laikelike anos retired
henhe knew the value and weight
of his words becabecameme per-
sonally much interested in him

dhehe was about forty his hairbair
streaked with gray with a grave

s worn face which hinted at a auth
1 I1 of hardships and much fieringsuffering
A hower blakeley had found his

way to the brighter land afar last
three years before he hadbad married
a bright cheerful woman they
had one child a boy hefie bad
work and very good wages and
waywas I1 in theme confidence

1 1

of ththetho0 comcompanyPpanyapyany on one occasion
having a sunday off he took me
up to where bishis withywitty andand boy lived
he was an exceptionally silent
man but when with them was
garrulous and lightheartedlight hearted as a
boy

inla bisebitehibhis eyeses jane was thetho widest
and fairest of women and the boy
a wonder of intellect one great
source of trouble to him was as I1
found that hewa able to go fitcuineainesine
bulbutr once inlil diee wtweekseks II11 waswasimlie-

lcesarycccesarysary fertilefor 01 to
them in the coppery hirair khelkeelutiatiand
indeed be could notnut bufordafford to have
them elsewhere but thi
him from themthew almost wholly

janejaue was iiil ihuthe habit of coming
wlwihwihh charley downdowil tojeo a certacertainiftIII
point altheof thothe roidroad every day that
blakeley toight eeeteeheeee them as hetic
dashed by

and when I1 found out this habit
it occurred to me that I1 would give
blakeley a great pleasure haw
often have I1 reproached myself forr
my meddling kindnesskinkiuduess since

january was the childs
bibirthday I1 proposed to blmrsis
blakeley that she and charley
should board mhdhebetraintrain which her
husband drove unknown to him
and run up to harridge1 where he
laid the night off

there was to be ha little supper
charlie was to appear in a new suit
ot0 course the whole affair was at
my expense a mere trifle but an
affair of grandeur and distinction
which fairly took janessjanes breath

she was a most innocent happy
cr one of thoe women who
are wives anandd mothers in the cra-
dle when blakBlaublakeleyeley found her she
was a thin pale little taltai loress a
machine to turn out badly made
shoddy clothes but three years of
marriage and petting of charley
had made her rosy and plump and
pretty

the little Hlibhighlandland sulsuisuitsultU waswabas
bought complete to the tidtictir yy dirkirkirh
and feather and very pretty the
little fellow looked in it

I1 wrote down to order a superior
to be ready at eight jane and the
boy were to go aboard the train at
shore a queer little hill village
near which they lived blakeley
ran the train from Stockhuntbunt down
to hedge that day

his wife beingboing in the traintrain before
hetie took charge of the engine 0of
course he would keeeee and know
nothing of her until we landed at
hauHarharridgeridges at seven

1 daunau aa k- ysa downdawn in thesmoking carriage as usual but an-
other fancy suggested I1 suppose
by the originator of all evil seized
me

no need to laugh
my fancy diabolic or not was

to go down on the engine with
blakeley I1 hunted up the fireman
and talked to him for anhn hour
then I1 went to the engineer

blakeley said I1 jones the fire-
man wants to night off i

I1
off oh no doubt hesbos taking to

drink iais jones he must havehilve
been drinking when he talked of
that its impossible I1 explained
to blakeley that jones had a sick
wife or sweetheart or bordetsomethinghingbing
and finally owned that I1 hadbad an
unconquerable desire to run down
the road on thethohe enginebrigine and that
knowing my only chance was to
take the foremansfiremansfiremans place had bribed
him to give it me the fact
my idleness and thothe over worked
state of my brain I1 craved excite-
ment as a confirmed drunkard does
liquor

blakeley I1 sawraw was angry and
exceedexceedinglyingay annoyed I1

he refused at first but finally
gave way with a grave civility
which almost made me ashamed cfef
my boyish whim I1 promised to
be the prince of firemen

then have to be treated as
one mr stanley said blakeley
curtly I1 cant taiktalk to gentlemen
aboard my engine ltd difdlfdiffrient
from lere onQ tlthe platform youyouilll
remember vve got to order and
you obey in there andhild nilniiallball

therothere is of it
oiloh I1 undunderstandestand I1 said think-

ing it required but little moralmoraleeef-
fort to obeyibey inthe matter of chov
elling coal if I1 could have guess
ed what thatthit shovellingshovelling coal was to
costcosocoateecoatmeme but all aayday I1 went about
tbinkingthinking of wethe fleryfiery ride through
tilethe landlaud mounted literally on the
iron horse

it wiwasinthe middle of the af-
ternoon whwhenen theiho train rushed in-
lo the

I1 I1caught a glimglamp penpedd 0 jane with
charley magnificent in his red and
green plaid bebesiderideside her

shefihe nodded a dozen times and
laughed and then hidbid behind ththe
window fearing her husband should
meste her rort girlgirn rbit was the sec

ond great holiday of her life she
hadbad told me the first being her
wedding day

1 I1 had anail old patched alt oaon fit
as I1 Laupsupposedposed for the service of
coal heaver but blakeley when I1
came up eyed it and my hand sar-
donicallydonically he was in no better
temper evidently with amateur
firemenfirkfirt menmeu than he had beenbeon in the
morning

ja aboard he saidpaidrsaid gruffly you
take your placepl nceice themthew mrair stanleyy
YX U 11 put iuin eoalcoal just as I1 call for
itt if yN ouvu please audand not trust to
your own

hishia tone annoyed mome it cannot
require much judgment to keep up
i firalire undertinder a bulling potpoti antlanil notnut
maitomatto ilit too hot anyally woman can
do tha in jerownher own kitchen

he mademado no reply buthut took his
piam in the little square box where
the greater part of his lilelife was
passed I1 noticed that his face was
flushedflush A and hllhia at my
foolishsh whim was surely more than
the occasion required I1 watched
him with keen curiosity wonder
ineingng if it was possible that he could
have been as he had ac-
cused6 sed poor jones of doing

it me as odd interrupted
ferrers that you should have not
only made an intimate companion
of this fellow staniestanjestameyy but have
taken so keen an interest in hlahia
tempers and arinkingdrinking bouts you
would notriot be likely to honor any of
us with such attention

kbno I1 have something else to do
I1 was absolutely idle then blake-
ley and his family for the time
made up my world As for tilethe
friendship this was an exceptional
man both as to integrity and mas-
sive hard sense

the knowledge that comes from
books counts with me but for little
compared with the education given
by experience and contact with
facts for forty years I1 was honor-
ed by the friendship of this grimy
engineer

but the question of halsfais sobriety
that day wasawas serious one A man
iaba charge of a train with hundredseds
of soulsbouls aboard I1 felt ought to be
sober particularly when I1 was shut
up in the engine with himjutju t as we started a slip of paper
wasva4 handed to him which he read
and threw down

do you ran this train by tele-
graph I1 asked beginning to shovel
vigorouslyvigorousgoroualyyes noN 0 more coal

that unusual
I1 ilau tato thinkthinhtj had little to

pay for my grimy hands and facelace
when we slowed at the next stationstatiolloli
oneoue or two passengers came aboard
the train there was the inevita-
ble old lady with bundles alighting
and the usual squabble about her
trunk I1 was craninggraning my neck to
hear when the boy ran alongside
witt the telegram

the next moment I1 heard a low
exclamation from blakeley

go back said he to the boboyY
tell sands to have the message
repeated there is a mistake

the boy dashed off and blake-
ley saisatal waiting coolly polishing a
bit odtheof the shining brass before him
back came the boy

had it
i

repeated sands is
raging at you says theres no
mistake and best go onod 1

thrusting the second message up
blakeley read it and stood hesi-

tating for half a minute I1 never
shall forget the dismay the utter
perplexity that gathered on his thin
facefaco asheas he looked attheat the telegram
ad then at the long train behindbehina
him

hisills lipslis moved as if he werewore
calculating cances and bibisfs eye
suddenly quailedququaiailedled as if liehe saw
death at the end of the calculation

whala the matter what are
you going to do I1 asked

obeyoak y
the engine gave a long shriek of

horror hatthat made me icart as if it
were Blakebiakeblakeleyleysa own voice

the next instant we rushed out
of the station and dashed through
the lowlov lying farms at a speed
which feema dangerous to me

put inn more coal baidbaldsaideaid blake-
ley

IsI1 shoveledho it in
we are going very fast blake-

ley I1 ventured
he did notrot answer his eye

was fixed on the steam gauge his
lips closely shutablit

more
I1 threw ilinllinit in
the fields and houses began to

fly past but half seen we were
nearing sunbury blakeley a eye
went fronfro the gauge to the face of
the timepiece and back removedhe moved
like anall automaton there was lit-
tle

lit-
tie more meaning in his face

morelmoril

I1 took up the hesitated
blakeley worewere doinjoingoingg very

fast were going at the rate ofsixty miles an hour
coalcoalt
I1 was alarmed at the stern cold

rigidity of the mapman his pallor
wasvas becoming frightful

I1 threw in the coal
at least we must stop in sun-

bury he told me that was the
next halt

ththe little town appioapproachedached As
the first houseboute came into view the
engine ant out its shriek of warn-
ing jt grewgrow louder louder we
dasheddahte up to the station wherewhore a
group of keranera waited aud
past it without the half of an in
stantslant I1 caught a glimpse of the
appalled faces of the waiting crowd
then we were in thetho fields again

eed now became literally
breathless the furnace glared red
hot the heatbeat the velocity the
terrible nervousnervottaotla strain of the man
beside me seemed to weigh tianatire airdir
I1 found myself drawing longiong eten
torinus breaths like one drown fliglug
I1 heaped in the coal at intervals as
behe bade memes

id have done nothing of the
kind interrupted one of the list
lierenere the manthan wawas mad

I1 did it becausebemuse I1 was impressed
by an odd bensesense of duty which I1
neverneven hadbad in my ordinary brain-
work I1 bad put this mechanical
task on myself and felt a pressurepressure
upon me to go through with it at

costcoat
I1 know now howbow it Is that dull

ignorant men without a spark of
enthusiasm show such heroism
sometimes as soldiers engineers
captains of wrecked vessels

it is this overpowering sense of01
routine duty it is a finer thing
than sheer bravery to my notion

however I1 began to be of your
mind wright that blakeley was
mad laboring under some frenzy
frum drink though I1 had never
seen him touch liquor

he did not move hand or foot
except in the mechanical control of
the engine his eye going from the
gauge to the timepiece with a stead
ibets that was more terrible and
threatening thath lianyananysuany gleam of in-
sanity would have bednalI1

yes there are two special
trains on this road this afternoon

Is it difficult to run a train by
telegraph I1 said presently f simply
to make conversation staring inin
silence at the narrow slitalit in the
gloomy furnace or out at the nilvil
laze street through which weve slow-
ly passed was monotonous

no not difficult I1 simply have
to obey the instructions which I1
receive at each station

but if you should happen to
think the instructions not right

happen to think ive no busi-
ness
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to think at all when the
trains run by telegraph the engi-
neers are so many machines in the
hands of one controller who directs
them all iromfrom a central point he
has the whole road under hlahia eye
if they dont obey to the least tittle
their orders it is destruction to the
whole

you seem to think silent obedi-
ence

di
the first and last merit in a

railway maiimau
yes dryly
I1 took the hintbint and was dumb
we were out of town nowlow

blakeleyabeleyBl quickened the speed of the
engine I1 did not speak to him
again there was little for me to
do and I1 was occupied in looking
at the flying landscape

the fields were covered with a
deep falltall of snowssnow and glanced
whitely by with a strange unreal
ghshimmerimmer the air was keen and
cutting still the ride was tame I1
was disappointed the excitement
would by no means equal a dash on
a spirited horse

once he glanced back at the lo10longiongpa
train sweeping after the en glike
with a headlong speed that rockedlocked
it from side to side

you would catch glimpses of
hundreds of men and women talk-
ing reading smoking unconscious
that their lives were all in the hold
of one manMAD whom I1 now strongly
suspected to be mad

I1 knew by his looks that hahe re-
membered their lives were in his
handband he glanced at the clock

twenty miles behe muttered
throw on the coals man the fire
is going out

I1 did it yes I1 did it there
was something in the face of the
man that I1 could nobnot resist then
I1 climbed forwardfor ward and shook him
by the shoulder

blakely I1 shouted you are run-
ning this train into the jaws of
death

I1 know it quietly
k your wife and child arearc on itIL

1 hajia
he staggered to bhhis feet hotbat

eveevend then he did nothot move his ejeleyel i

fromfron the gauge
in a minute
make up the fire he eald andpushing in a certain valve
I1 will not
make up the fireare mr stanley

very quietquietlyJy
I1 will not you may cluder

yourself and wife and boy but 10ym
shall not murder me

heH e looked at me hishia unlit
gray eyes glared like those odawnof abild
beast but hobe controlled himself
in a moment

I1 could throw you out of ihliihil

door and nakemake shortshott work of

but look hereere do you see the tgj
tion yonder

I1 saw a thin whip of anoh
against the sky fiveflye milesa
advance

I1 was told to reach that stalo
by bixsix oJelock the express trail

us s now due I1
have laid by for it ataf stirSusunburyoburyluriiOri
was told toio come the track hilit
singsinglelooneone I1 can mak etiletli
aidingsiding at that station in thibthia
minutes we wiwiltwillit meet it yon derli

I1

the hollow
somebody basbaa mun leruoloreoyes I1 think so
and youQU

jleele said nothing I1 threw on codcog

if I1 bad hadbad Ppetroleum I1
have thrown it on butrut I1 neraneva
was calmer in my life when delftdeal
has a man act the throats
sobers him

BIakeblakelakeyblakeleyleyJey pushed juin the vain
still fartherr the engine began te4

give a strange lug sound fcfa
off to the south I1 could teeth
bituminous blaekblack of a tratrain

I1 looked at Blakbiakelyelybly inquiringinqui
he nodded it was the exexpresspress

I1 stooped to the fire
no more jielie saidsald
I1 looked across the clear who

skyshy at theibe gaygny smoke of I1ke fucepace

ful littlelittie village and bey7

black line coming closer clor
across the sky then I1
the watch

in one minute more
gentlemen I1 confesconfess I1 sat dowildovi

and buried my face in my hanbanhandsdaiI1
dont think I1 tried to pray I1 hldihadi
cojiconfusedfused thought of a mass of anad l

dying men and women
nothieranothieratiera anuand their babies

harletharietbarleycharley with his curlscurla and preel
aul I1

Therthereewaswas a teiterrible shriek fronfrom

the engine against which T dewed
another in my face A hot teetern

pest swept past me
I1 looked up we were on thi

siding and the express hadbad contcone

by the hindmost carriagecarriages3 touc-
hed in passing

thank heaven youve dotedocs

it BlaBlakbiakelykeinkelNelj blakely I1 cried I1

but he did not speak hehenheuW
there immovable and cold as 1

stone I1 went to the carriages ifill

brought jane and the boy to hixhini

and when he opened his eyes adiankadlacl
ooktook the comanswomans handshhandaiii

his I1 came away
ailan engineer lamednamed fred vwwho

was at the station ran the trailtrat
into harridge blakeley was untenni

bly shaken but vewe went doindoff
and had our little feast after ailall

charneycharleyUharneyariey at least enjoyed it I1

whatIN hat was the explanation A

blunder of the director or the tele

graph I1

I1 dont know blakeley insadisi
light of it afterwards and kept tv
secret these railway men fal

have a fiamflam brotherhood arnoalongi
them

all I1 know is that Blakelyasi
ary was raised soon after andandt

received that christmas a tetver

handsomehandsom0 testimonial for lseIlE ervia
rendered from the company

psychological mysteries

will some philosopher dd

learned in the myAerleseries of the tb
man heart take a week oftoff radandtt
lo10 find out why even single dut10

turn pale when about to enter aatit
googoodad 8 store why the soldier vt

has walked calmly up to the cg

mouth trembles and 1001IW

like a sneak thief when cocovi
stoned to buy a yard of ribbon I1

some domestic tyrant in the coal

try and why a married manamano
has agreed to match a piece ofjofsd
by carrying the color in hishiseyeneyeese
ways impresses the public irith
conviction that he has juittjuht fwfai
for a million doldoi latsi or is on I1

way to the wharf to commit 61

cide san francisco pott
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