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EVOLUTION,

The sun had set. and in the mellow light
Suffusing all the wesi—the ufterglow—
One star wue falntly shining, hanging low

On the horizon’s cdge; advancing might

Drew shadows throngh the afr and o'er the

height;
When. in the east, a ruddy fire, and lo,
New light! The full-faced moon wne
climbing slow
The sullen sky. The stur, one moment
bright,
Planged trembiing down the void.

Can this thing be,
That from our sombre life, ns silently,
One lite fades oul, swung down by cosmic
1aw,
Which lifts another up? Do all things draw
Sequent to nature’s movement, and xre we
But parcel of the earth, like rock or tree?
UHARLES F. JORNSON.
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LETTER FROM PALESTINE.

The great event of the day here
{8 the conversion of &t young lawyer
from the Greek persuasion to [slam.
The geatleman in }uestion is of a
good family, well educated, and as
Buch, his friends can sce no motive
for his embracing Islam. That he
does 50 from honest persuasion peo-

le do not believe. There seems,

owever, to be a httle romance at
the bottom of it. A woman whe
has already had several husbands |
has captured his heart, and asshe
83ks him to embrace the doctrines of
the Oriental prophet and suffer him
self to be eircumcised as the price of
her charmp, he has agreed to do it, |
and the prophet has secured one
more follower. That his friends
view the matter with suspicion need
oot be sald, I was told the other
iay that the young gentleman has
undergone guite a. change since his
tonversion. Through hiseyes some
think they can perceive the ““other
#ide’’ peeping out,and have arrived
it the eonclusion that the conver-
Slonin guestion has been produced

witcheraft. The young man

iey say, has been bewitched, an

his sweetheart must be a sorceress,

It is fortanate that she does not live
in that bygone time when witches
were roasted alive for the entertain-

ment of fat monks and superstitious
Priesta. To me It seems no surprise
that a man can leave that form of
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“Christianity’’ which is represented
by the Greek church and prefer
even Islam. For, with all that can
e said against this Orlental
religion, one good side it certainly
has: it teaclies men to worship one
God and to hate idolatry. In this
regpect Islam is farahead of Catholi-
cism at least.

It seems to be the fashion of viait-
ors to the Orient, and also Occidental
settlers here, to represent the na-
tives of the Orient and the Arabian
tribes in particular in very dark
colors as to thefr morality. They ate
said to be cunning, covetous, and
unscrupulous in their modes of ac-
quiring means, and 80 on. Now,
after several mouths stay in Pales-
tine, I do not feel fo join in this
common hue and cry. Il is true
that individuals are found wioc may
propetly be described ag cunning,
unscrupulous, and so on; but where
on this globe of ours are such indi-
viduals pot to be found? In Eng-
Iand? In Germany? In America?
In the whole Christian wotld? [
think net. Travelers who have
an opportunity of testing the kind-
ness, the generosity, the virtues of
the dregs of “Christian’’ countries,
will, I hope, admit that the shady
sons of the sunny XKast are not
worse than their pale, ragged breth-
ren in the West. [ suppose it will
be admitted, too, that a people is not
to be judged from the exceptional
cazes of villainy that may be picked
up. As far asg my experience goes, |
can say that, although I haveseen
traits of character that are very bad,
I have also found men and women
of the Arabian population who, for
kindness. trustworthiness and in-
telligence compare very favorably
with any set of people I ever
met with. Many of the Arabs are
really thirsting for progress. ‘They
want to go forward on the road of
civilization, and they have proved
theijr faithfulness by adhering to
the “Christian’’ doetrines for cen-
turies, often neglected and subject-
ed to bard trials and persecutions.
People who like the Arabian Chris.
tians are able to remain faithful to
such doctrines as they have been
taught, and this under a long, dark
night of eppression, must bhave
metal within them of high value.

To the Latter-day Saints who by
revelation know that they descend
from Israel, the A rabian population
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in Syria should be of special infer-
est. For of these, although called
Arabs, mabny must be (shall T say?{
our nearest relatives, our rea
brovhers and sisters. For there can
be no doubt that many of the na-
tives here are direct descendants
from one or the other of the ten
tribes. Anyone who will reflect &
moment on the history of those ten
tribes will understand that. If
genealogies were not lost, some of
the natives here would, no doubt,be
able to prove that their fathers had
dwelt here from the timeJoshua en-
tered Canaan.

This relationship of the Baints
and this people must somebow or
othier even be visible on the surface.
For it was only the other day that a
Jew with whom I conversed told
me that from my sappearance he
took me to be a Galiziau Jew, to
which compliment [ was able to say
that although I was no Galizian
Jew, yet I elaimed to be a descend-
ant of Israel, which claim he did
not contradict, as it was supported,
he thought, by my features. Well,
[ thank God tor the relationship.

But taking it for granted, does it
not involve responsibilities? Huve
the Latter-dasy BSaints got a
greater light, greater privileges,
wider J)rospecbs of an eternal glory?
Biould they not then hasten to
reach a helping band to their breth-
ren wherever found, in order that
the promised day of glory might
come the sooner?

Through the courtesy of a yonng
friend here I had the pleasure of
being present ab an Oriental wed-
ding, an opportunity not always, 1
believe, accorded to visitors. As
the ceremonies now in vogueare in
the main features very much the
same 28 they were here at the time
ot Christ, such a wedding will be
found to be the best illustration of the
parable of our Lord, relating to
the ten virgins who went to meet
the bridegroom. Accompanied by
my friend I proceeded about three
o’clock in the afternoon to the house
of the bridegroom. tiere we found
several guests already gathered, all
dressed in beautiful Oriental cos-
tumes. The bridegroom, however,
was not there. He had gone to feteh
his bride. Three musicians, one
playing a many-stringed cither-like

ingtrument, one playing two little
drums, and one playing the tam-



