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EVOLUTION

the sun had set and in the mellow light
suffusingfasingSufiaSufaing all the west the afterafterglowglow
one star was faintly shining hanging low

on the horizons edge advancing night
drew shadows through the air and oer the

height
when in the east a ruddy lirefire and lo10

NOWnew light I1 the full faced moon was

climbing slow
the sullen sky the star one moment

bright
plunged trembling down the void

can this thing be

that from our sombre life as silently
one life fades out swung down by cosmic

law
which lifts another up do all things draw
sequent to natures movement and are we

but parcelpamel of the earth like rock or tree
chawes F JOHNSON

lerLETTER FROM PALISTINE

the great event of the day here
te the conversion of a young lawyer
from the greek persuasion to islam
the gentleman in question is of a
good family well educated and as
afta his friends can see no motive
for his embracing islam that he
domdoce so from honest persuasion peo
afe do not believe there seems
howeverever to be a little romance at
the bottom of it A woman who
hasbaa already bad several husbands
hallha captured his heart and as she
dmABU him to embrace the doctrines of
the oriental prophet and suffer him
self to be circumcised as the price of
her chumscharms he has agreed to do it
lad the prophet has secured one
norelaore follower that his friends
viewtew the matter with suspicion need

not be add I1 was told the other
kyythat the young gentleman has
undergone quite a change since hishia
conversionconver rion through his eyes somosome
thinksunk they can perceive the other
ride peeping have arrived
tithe conclusion that the conver
non in question has been produced
nyY witchcraft the young man
meyoy bayy has been bewitched and
hill sweetheart ewt be a sorcesorceressrew
itU laIs fortunate that she does not uvelive
inin that bygone time when witches
wereerb routedroasted alive for the entertain-
ment of sitfat monksmonka and superstitious

to me it seems no surprise
QUA man can leave that form otof

christianityora I1 which is re representedpresented
by the greek church and prefer
everteven islam for with all that can
be said against this oriental
religion one good side it certainly
has it teaches men to worship one
god and to hate idolatry in this
respect islam Isie far ahead of catholi-
cism at least

it seems to hebe the fashion of visit-
ors to the orient and also occidental
settlers here to represent the na-
tives otof the orient and the arabian
tribes in particular in very dark
colors as to their morality they are
said to be cunning covetous and
unscrupulous in their modes of ac-
quiring means and so on now
after several months stay in pales-
tine I1 do not feel to join in this
common hue and cry it is true
that individuals are found who may
properly be described as cunning
unscrupulous and so on but
on this globe of ours are such indi-
viduals notot to be found in eng-
land inin germanyGerma nv in america
in the whole Chichristian world I1
think notnet travelers who have
an opportunity of testing the kind-
ness the generosity the virtues of
the dregs of christian countries
will I1 hope admit that the shady
sons of the sunny east are not
worse than their pale ragged breth-
ren in the west I1 suppose it will
be admitted too that a people isnot
to bedjudgedbudged from the exceptional
cases of villainy that may be picked
up As far as my experience goes I1
can say that although I1 have seen
traits of character that are very bad
I1 have also found men and women
of the arabian population who for
kindness trustworthiness and in-
telligencetelligence compare very favorably
with any set of people I1 ever
met with many of the arabs are
really thirsting for progress they
want to go forward on the road of
civilization and they have proved
their faithfulness by adhering to
the christian doctrines for cen-
turies often neglected and subject-
ed to hard trials and persecutions
people who like the arabian chris-
tians are able to remain faithful to
such doctrines as they have been
tataughtht and this under a long darkaftnight of oppression must have
metal within them of high value

to the latter day saints who by
revelation know that they descend
from israel the arabian population

in syria should be of special inter-
est firoffor of these although called
arabs many must be shall I1 sayrealour nearest relatives our real
brobrothershers and sisters for there can
be no doubt that many of the na-
tives here areard direct descendants
from one or the other of the ten
tribes anyone who will reflect a
moment on the history of those ten
tribes will understand that if
genealogies were not lost some of
the natives here would no doubt be
able to prove that their lathersfathers had
dwelt here from the time joshua en-
tered canaan

this relationship of the saints
and thisthia people must somehow or
other even be visible on the surface
for it was only the other day that a
jew with whom I1 conversed told
me that from my appearance he
took me to be a GalizGail iau jew to
which compliment I1 was able to say
that although I1 was no galicianGali
jew yet I1 claimed to be a descend-
ant of lameisrael which claim he did
not contradict as it was supported
he thought by my features well
I1 thank god for the relationship

but taking it for granted does it
not involve responsibilities have
the latter day saints got a
greater light greater privileges
wider prospects of an eternal glory
should they notdot then hasten to
reach a helping hand to their breth-
ren wherever found in order that
the promised day of glory might
come the sooner

through the courtesy of a young
friend here I1 hadbad the pleasure orof
being present at an oriental wed-
ding an opportunity not always I1
believe accorded to visitors As
the ceremonies now in vogue are in
the main features very much the
same as they were here at the time
of christ such a wedding will be
found to be the best illustration of the
parable of our lord relating to
the ten virgins who went to meet
the bridegroom accompanied by
my friend I1 proceeded about three

in the afternoon to the house
of the bridegroom I1hereI1 ere we found
several guests already gathered all
dressed in beautiful oriental cos-
tumes the bridegroom however
was not there he had gone to fetch
his bride three musicians one
playing st many stringed cither like
instrument one playing two little
drums and one playing the tam


