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railroad robbery ever known in the
Unpited States,

The *Northern Pacific railroad
owns and operates the Timber Line
mines, about 110 miles north of
Helena, Mont., and as they have the
largest as well as the best mines in
the locality the company is enal led
to charge & much higher price for
fuel; besides collecting their own
rate for the haul, their tracks being
practically the only line of road

through that portion of the
country. The coal and wood
dealers of Helena complained

bitterly, but there was no help for it.
Two years ago, however, the price
of coal from the Timber Line mines
was lowered by a number of merche-
ants to a point where it was almost
impossible to see where the local
dealers made a profit, unless they
gave short weight—a practice which
they insisted they never indulged
in, alway pursuing a straightfer-
ward and legitimate business course
and making their profits in the in-
ereased sales,

The detective whou worked the
c¢asge and brought about a settlement
between meilchants  for stealing
freight, was also detailed Lo the coal
matter, The registered amount of
coal taken out of the mines was not
sent over the company?s lines, judg-
ing from the number of miners re-
quired to do the work. The detee-
tive spent three menths in the
mines, and never to his knowledge
was there any attempt at larceny.
Arrangements were made finally,
whereby the detectives were to ob-
tain the number of cars each engine
pulled from the mines. The night the
list was handed to him he watched
carefully and wnoted that while
the train was being made up an ex-
tra car, which was standing on a
side track was taken on the train
ahead of the caboose, and the train
moved toward Helena. The rail-
road officialg at that point were com-
municated with and the cars were
checked by a detective. To the
surprise of all concerned the number
of the flat carthe detective had sent
in did not arrive in the yard. That
morning the engineer doubled the
road and the identical car was re-
turned—empty .

Where it went and how it was re-
turned was a mystery. Onthe next
trip the car was checked in every
town along the road by a “spotter,’?
and again it failed to put in an ap-
pearance at Helena, 1t could not
have been left on the tracks or on a
~ switeh, which were both afterwards

carefully guarded, and the car was
seen at every point, but not at
Helena—its evident destination.

Finally the ease was worked by
strategy. A detective, who played
the role of a-tramp, was sent to Boze-
man, and from there walked to the
mine, and chmbed on the load of
conl on the ear on the side track.
The regular down train came along,
stopped and backed up for the flat
car, hooked on to the eaboose and
proceeded to Helena,  As before, the
car was checked at every point, and
a man was on it, bound to stay
there until it reached its destination.
In the yards of Helena a brakeman
uncoupled the flat from the train
and the caboose from the stolen

car of coal. The conductor ap-
plied the brakes on the eahoose
and it soon dropped in the rear,
while the train went ahead of the
flat. Thedetective then sat up and
watched the proceedings. A switch-
man threw the switch and the flat
car turned off on a side track along-
side a coal chute. As soon as it
passed, the switch was thrown to the
main track and the eaboose ran up
to the train, which had stopped for
a erossing. It was coupled on and
the train proceeded to the freight
depot, minus the stolen coal ear.

The flat in the meantime ran a
distance of abouft 600 feet, when a
dark form was seen setting the
brake, the car stopping along side a
chute, when the detective slipped
to the ground, and from the shadow
of a distant car noticed aforce of
several men empty the coal intothe
chute. Then the car was shoved
up the track unptil it was about 100
feet from the main track. When
the same eugine started on the re-
turn ftrip to double the road, the
caboose was again loosened and the
flat cur pushed on the main track
and the switeh thrown into position.
The train,though it had not stopped,
was going slow, slow enough to per-
mit coupling, and the car was taken
back to the mines.

Thestory seemed incredible. That
a switchman., brakeman, engineer
and conduetor would enter such a
bold combination seemed preposter-
ous. The men who unloaded the
conl were employes of the coal deal-
ers. A suggestion of the detective’s
was adopted, and when the same
train reached the yard a few nights
later another engineer wassent back
in charge of it, and the empty car
was ieft in the yards beside the coal
chute. Not a word was said, and
the following night, when the reg
ular train crew went out, the myste-
rious car was taken with them.

About that time 18d. Fenuell, a
switchman in the yards, resigned
and came to Colorado, buyingan
interest in a saloon in Pueblo, where
he nowis. Two weeks ago Thiel’s
manager at Portland, sent a man to
Pueblo to loecate Fennell, and while
he was looking the man up several
arrests were made in Helena, and
the matter kept quiet until Fennell
could be arrested. ?

Last week Charles M. Jeflries of
Lewisand Clarke County received
a dispatch to procure a requi-
sition and proceed to  Pueblo.
Jeffries was in the ecity yes-
terday, applled to  Governor
Cooper and  obtained a requisition
for Fennell, and left on the 3 o’clock
train for i’ueblo, yesterday, for his
man. His arrival in Helena
will be like the casting of a thunder-
bolt. More arrests will follow, other
robberies will be unearthed and a
genuine sensation produced among
a number of unserupulous coal
dealers, one of whom gtole 150 ears
of coal last spring, from January to
June, by paying the train crew and
a man at the mine a percentuge of
the profits.- -Denver News.

The Samoean treaty negotiated at
Berlin last spring, has not yet been
trapsmitted to the Senate.
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CURRENT EVENTS.

Edmunds Law Prosecutions.

Jacoh Hews, charged with unlaw-
ful cohabitation, pleaded guiity.

John Dearming was tried for un-
law ful cohabitation but a- quitted.

Chos. J. Jones, of (Cledar, con.-
victed of unlawful cohabitation, was
given the full penalty.

Niels Hansen, charged with un-
lawful cohabitation, pleaded guilty;

| sentence was set for January 10th.,

Fred Christensen and James Han-
sen, charged with unlawful cohabi-
tation, pleaded not guilty.

The case against Henry Tingey,
charged with adultery., was con-
finued for the term.

Elias Blackburn was sentenced to
pay a fine of three hundred dol-
lars and costs for unlawful cohabita-
tion.

Edward A. Bagley, unlawful co-
habitation, also promised to obey
the law and was sentenced to pay
$100 and costs.

Hyrum Peterson, convicted of
furnication, was sentenced to  six
months’ imprisonment and a fine of
$100, The judge gave him & severe
leeture.

Wm. Robinson, pleading guilty to
adultery and promising; under the
judge’s construction,to obey the law,
was given one year in the peniten-
tiary without fine or costs.

Christian L. Christensen’ was
sentenced to six months in the peni-
tentiary and to pay a fine of three
hundred dollars and costs forunlaw-
ful cohabitation.

Hans Turgesen, a Dane unable to
understand the Inglish language
sufficient to fully answer the Judge’s
interrogations, but promising to
obey the law, was sentenced to pay
$50 and costs.

Shortly after ten o'clock Decem-
ber 12 Deputy Marshals Vandercook
and Caunon went to the undertak-
ing establishment of Joseph .
Taylor, Counselor inthe Presidency
of the Salt Lake Stake, and arrested
bim ona charge of unlawful cohabit-
ativn.,  The indictuent was found
December 1, 1886. Bail was fixed
by Judge Zane at $3000. Mr. Taylor
went hefore CCommissioner Green-
man aml gave the required boud.

Royal J. Cutler, indicted for an-
awful cobabitation, on pleading
guilty had quite an interests
ing conversation with the judge
when called for. sentence,
Judge Anderson informing the
defendant that the court

wotld not require any renunciation
on the part of tre defendant of his
religious belief or belief in polyg-
amy, nor that he shoull turn his
plural wife outdoors totally unpro-
vided for, nor in fact turn her out
at all, but that the court would re-
quire a promise that de’endant
would strictly observe the law in
ceasing to cobabit with and hold
out women fto the “world as their
wives; whereupon Mr. Cutler prom-
ised to obey the law,as he alleged he
had been doing for the past two
yearg, and Judge Anderson there-
upon suspended sentence,
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