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RAMBLINGS IN AND AROUND

KINGSTON

Kinggkingstonton jamaicaFamalca oct 6 it would
luju strates more formbly than this the
be hard to find asanothernother city which 11

oft quoted phrase distance lends
enchantmentn tofro the view spread outaut
ou00 its sloping hillsidehill side in the far re-
cesses of a shining lagoon it is seen by
the traveler on the deck of an incoming
steamer for hours before the circuitous
passage is traversed and all the time
be untroubled blue of sea and sky con-

spires with an impressive back ground
ofa mountains wreathed in mists and
clothed in changing colors to transfig-
ure the old town into surpassing lov-

eliness but once ashore the visitor is
speedily disIlsenchanted he finds an
tinpicturesque little city dull and
isba biby to a deidegreegree with few trees and
nome of the tropical vegetation which
he hashas a right to expect in this lat-

itude ill designed buildings mostly of
wood in varying stages of dindingiginless
and dilapidationaaion and narrow streets
fouled by the of open draldrainsals
kingston has been many times laid low
by fliesfiles hurricanes and earthquakes
and after each disaster has been re
billt in the same ramshackle inartistic
Usfashionhion less than twenty years ago
a great conflagration swept the bugl
pesepegs portion of the clitycity and stance then

abreeree severe windstormswindstorms have wrought
additional havoc the debris of either
has notnat been entirely removed and to-
day one seescs werywhere new buildings
of the most commonplace architecture
tett hapbaphaphazardhazard amerig ruins

one wonders itif the saying an
awty y house is better than a bad ten

un did not originate in jamaicaJannaica atanyy rate here are a surprising number
ar unoccupied houses and the english
jaw saysgays that empty buildings are not
taxed in any way tenants paying the
wate raie and all assessments the

14streets of kingston are poorly paved
lirif paved at all dimly lighted at night
jyy gas in infrequent lamps and gen-
erallyrally deep in dust nobnotwithstandingwithstanding an
Anineffectualeffectual attempt to sprinkle themalthough our english cousins have
adoneone badly by jamaica in obliteratingjatoa tarfar as possible its charm

d its capital does not compare in
picturesque beauty with those of the

rench and spanish or even the dan
bob islands at least they aream entitled
to credit for the best system of
wharves in the west indies while toin
moatst these southern ports

ersrs are put to the danger annoyance
and expense of a long canoe ride be-
tweenen ship and shore at kingston they

leave ve nothing to do toutbut walk over a
aas ng plank and vessels coming close
p to the wharves that line the water

birontM may receive and discharge their
wsas easily as at new york

the instant a steamer approaches
Inva bon a singular procession

bharms down upon her they are theapfer failed female stevedores hundredsat them toin line each with a greatotof coal on her wooley headischenhen filled the baskets weigh eachjerom m 50 to 80 pounds but the women
ivyng them lightly to their crownsclowns and

arch off erect as statues laulaughingahingjaad0 shouting jokes atA one another as ifft were a merry frolic to coal a ves
al61 onson a blazing summers day planplanksksawe thrown at a steep incline betweenabye ships deck and the coal yard up
saie plank and down the other they

neeance like young racemee horses underheavy burdens keeping up theanyny clamor all day longlone as if
as were a thing unknownknowinun seven

ish shillings laIs the days

wages for each of thesewilling beasts of burdenand the captain says that the earnings
of most af them will be spent by theirlords and masters for rum he didnot say huahusbandsbands for although thereis a superfluity of clergymen in thisbritish island the marriage institu-tion does not greatly prevail among thelower classes lords and mastersexactly expresses it for each of thesetractable industrious ebony females isowned body and soul by some jaalazyydarkey whom she practically supports
whether legally married to him or notnatand to their credit be it said that asa rule the couples thus informallyunited remain faithful to each otherthrough life at first judging by thenumbers met in the streets the travel-er is inclined to think that there are agreat many more women than menin jamaica but the census does notsay so the females are much more in
evidence because hereabouts they areby no means the gentler sex but domost of the work that requires strength
ainu endurance they makedecidedly more noise too and are jol-lity and politeness personifiedpersonified and donot seem to have a care in the worldthe principal landing1 anding place at kingston leads into victoria market at thefoot of king street the main thorough-
fare of the city directly in front is
a handsome bronze statue of admiralrodney who achieved the victory over
de grasse in 1782 you remember thismarket built a quarter of a century
ago is the pride of the island it is
clean and well ventilated with stone
floors and stalls for meat and vegeta-
bles printed placards were posted allaround warning buyers against being
cheated in weight among the heaheapsps
endand cords of fruits and vegetables theyamsbams for which jamaica is famous areparticularly natinoticeableceable some of them
being almost large enough for back-
logs in an old fashioned fireplacefire place the
vendersbenders are mostly women fat blackand greasygreaby but topped with the gaud
iest turbans under the sun so that a
bevy of them squatted on the ground
together looks like a bed of brilliant
posies occupants of stalls pay a cer-
tain fixed price per diem proportioned
to the quality of meat or vegetables
sold those dealing in the best qualities
paying the highest rent thereby as itftappears to the unsophisticated putting
a premium on inferior food supplies

beyond the marketplacemarket place king street
runs up the slope to the parade ground

a good sized square which queen
street crosses at right angles harbour
street ledwith an unnecessaryessary u
because so english you know runs
parallel with queen street butbirt nearer
the waterfrontwater front and Isia the chief retail
business section while port royal
street farther up the hill is the whole-
sale merchants quarter not one of
Kings tons public buildings is worth a
visit unless it be the small public lib-rary and miniature museum on east
street the mmuseum contains a fair
collection of the animal and plant life
0of the island and a few relics and curi-
ositiesies among the latter is the
cracked bronze bell from the port
royals church tower where its last
dirge was rung by the swaying of the
great earthquake which killed nearly
all the inhabitants of that then nourish-
ing city

another gruesome curio is an iron
cage with cruel spikes in it such asaft
plantation overseers sometimes used in
slavery times Refactory human chat-
tels had their hands and feet securely
tied and were then sususpended inside the

cage by a spike thrust under the ribsrib
the door was locked to prevent rescue
and the wretch left to die by slow tor-
ment as a terrible warning to his fel-
lows the placard says that when this
cage was found there were three hu
manm an skeletons in it

probably it is unnecessary to state
that these and other historic hor-
rors which ri those of the
same period in Demerara and santo
officer of the board of health torfor such
domingo occurred during the spanish
occupancy of jamaica and that their
english successors soon abolished slav-
ery

for a cityci ty of more thathanm in-
habitants kingston has rem alwy few
attractions though one of the largest
centers of population in the british pos-
sessions in tropical america it is the
most down at the heels and forlorn
looking of southern cities even shab-
by old santiago de cuba before the war
was not so badly paved and lighted and
its sanitary conditconditionslons more utterly neg-
lected the longer you remain in this
island which nature made so lovely
the more you are impressed with the
fact that so far as yet exemplified
anglo saxon civilization is a failure in
the tropics compared with that of the
latin races

everything in kingston is extremely
english joriw rather colonial reminding
you of quebec from the vice admiralty
and chancery registrars office to theablo
big law library dedicated to H FL it14
the prince of wales and the victoria
hospital with its beds the best
building architecturally is the court
house and that is ugly as a nightmare
in one of the colonial offices you may
see a curious piece of tapestry represent
ing the royal and island arms
used to be carried as a banner before the
governors on state occasions Folfollowinglowin
king street through the parparade
9ground you come to quaint english
episcopal church the oldest on the
island erected in 18921992 in the quiet
gods acre behind it is the grave of ad-
miral benbow who died nearly ten cen-
turies ago another odd looking tomb
like a dutch bakeovenbake oven bears the name
of william wall and the date 1699

the streets of kingston especially
those in the vicinity of the broad openoinspace formed by the intersection of
king and queen streets are swarming
with negro soldiers the first west XAin-
dia regiment in brillantbriliant zouave uni-
form all with faces as black and shin-
ing as though freshly polished with
Bixbeys best they are poticenoticeablyAbly

undersized my as compared to the
american army not unlace the arnch
Chass eurs d anrique in appearance
small but hardy and reputed to be sav-
age fighters the barracks on the hills
Justououtsidetaide the city are spacious with
extensive grounds the white troops
a regiment of her maje inoval
scots are in cantonment at newmew
castle a picturesque nook farugfar ugup in
the mountains inaccessible to wheeled
vehicles and said to be so delightfully
cool that blankets are needed up there
every night in theahe year

certainly blankets are not required
in the sweltering city where the thin
nest clothing seemsseema a superfluity andhad
people are longing goolt in their bonesbanes
than 80 degrees in the shade at any7
time in the year and totodayday it stands
at 90 Kings tons uabuphillphibill streets are asan
full of inequalities as were those of
chicago before the great beneficial
fire therefore if you persist in sight-
seeing it is best to take a cab or a
keb as the common vehicle of trans-

port is locally called they are ratherrathar
shaky looking concerns with rheumatic
springssprIng4 and melancholy looking horses
but they possess the merit of theacheapness
the legal tariff being only an Anglanglishitly
shilling to any part of the eitycity mdand iia
dollar an hour

if umetime isin not press might be wwene11


