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which te a revelatlon given through
Joseph Bmith at Kirtland, September
11th, 1831, Axud what do we under-
stand by a revelation? We undersiand
it to be Indeed the very words of God
given unto His people. And the Lord
said there:

Wherefore I say uato you, that ye
ought to forgive one another, for he that
forgiveth 1ot his brother his trespasses,
standeth condemned before the Lord, for
there remainath in him thé greater sin.

1, the Lord, will forglve whom [ will
forgive, but of you it is required to for-
give all men.

Can we mistake those words? Do we
need one versedin the languages that
are dead and in the sciences of man
made theology to explain those things?
The Lord is tvo good a teacher to spenk
in a wngjthat cannot be comprehend-
ed by s class. His words are not
characterized by terms that are Jdiffi-
ocult to understand. He delighted Him-
relf to point out the simplicity of His
doctrine. Why, said He, men do not
Beud lo study in echools and in coll-
eges to understand my doctrine. Even
a wayfaring man—a tramp that goes
from town te town—though ke be a
fool, peed not err therein. And ’tis
such a lesson, given in sueh & way,
that is here laid down. °*‘For he that
forgiveth not his brother * * *
there remaineth in him the greater
8ln.”” I, the word,*’ said He, “*will
forgive whom I will forgive,?* because,
He might have pald, 1 know how to
acminister the laws of justice; but
you do wot. You may make s mis-
take;, and if you err at all, Jet it be on
the side of mercy. If you undertake
to judge a8 to whom you shall forgive,
@nd whom you shall not forgive, you
'ony perbaps withhold forgiveness
from one who is deserving, Do not
make such a mistake as that. Do not
leave s debt of that kind unpaid; for
when the day of great reckoning comes,
and you stand face to face with all
with whom you have had deallng
upon earth, and that foo in the pre-
sen¢e of an unerring judge, let not one
stand upand say, “I desired forgive-
ness of thee, and thou didst withhold
it from me.”> Therefore, inasmuch as
you might make a mistake in  this
way, inasmuch a8 you may be too
harsh, forgive every man. Let not
Your heart be fllled with bitterness to-
wards any,”?

What! shall we lay ourselves liable
to attacks from unprincipled men who
prey upon our epirit of forgiveness?
Bhall we seek not to guard ourselves
agningt robbers and thieves that may
break in and steal from us? Oh, no.
Take all these necessary precautions.
But have not bitterness in your heart.
Remember that Christ, who is our
Great Teacher by example as by pre-
cept, puffered more than any one
among Yyou has ever had to suffer,
While in his dying moments upon the
eroes of suftering, passing through the
.agonies of one of the most painful of
deaths that has ‘ever been devised by
man, what did He say? ‘“Father, for-
give them, for they know not what
they do.*> Letus be careful, every one
of us, 1u deciding when forgiveness
ceases (0 be a virtue.

But what about these wrongdoers?
We hear what He taught unto His
people In days gone by. We have
heard what he said to Peter, how that
the offender should be labored with by
the one against whomi the offense had

been committed, then by others, and
then by the Chureh. And said he to
the people in this day:

“And ye ou%ht to say tn your hearis,
let God judgo between me and thee, and
reward thee according to thy deeds.

* "“And he that repenteth not of his sins,
and confesseth them not, then ye shall
bring bim before the church, aud do with
him as the Scripture saith unto you,
eiithe,r; by commandment or by revela-
tion.

L And pothing there that s atall
antagonistic to the Bcriptures laid
down in days gone by. The Lord has
re-enacted that great law. He has
glven it uato the people again, lest
some of them might eay that law had
reference only tu the disciples and
SBaints in former days. To those who
looked for living revelation, here the
Lord bhas given this doctrine arain.
Forgive your brethren, if you wish
I should forgive you.

And what is the next conditlon in-
dispensable to the obtaining of divine
favor? Time will not permit us to go
into detaiis with regard to all of them.
It is not enough thats man shall for-
give his neighbor; thouzh I de not be-
lieve that aman can forgive a neigh-
bor whe has actually sinped against
him, unless he has within him the
Bpirit of God;and the Spirit of God
will teach him what ought to be done
next. After having forgiven others
who bave sloned against him, if he
desires to obtain forgiveness himself,
he must then repent of his own sins,
And what does it mean to repent of
his 8ins? In the first pluce let him
cense to sin. Let him cultivate a feel-
ing of godly sorrow for all his wicked
‘deeds. Let that sorrow beso deep-
seated and be so intense within hin
heart that it will give him an abhor-
rence for that that te wicked. L.ethim
not dally with sin after that, lest his
repenta- ce be peen to be of & hollow
kind.. Let him not, if heis endeavor-
ing to repent of thesin of drunkenness
g0 where temptation to drink will be
placed in his way. If he is repenting
of the sin of profanity, let him pot
seek out profane companjons
and aesoclate with them, thereby
making himself lable to additional,
temptation. But let his repentance be
of suche nature that he will strive to
bring about a realization of the hopes
and wishes of his heart. Anpd thils
must be remembered: repentance is &
gift from God, and will be placed with-
in the reach only of those who
have shown themselves worthy of it
What, say you, cannot all men repent?
Yes, if they go the right way to work.
But they must lead up™to thal great
citadel. They must offer, as It were,
their sagrifices on the portico of the
temple before they can be admitted
into the sacred precinets, Shall we
take the man who has just committed
a deed that is heinous in the sight of
God, and eay that he can repent im-
medjately? He must, in the first place,
convince himself that he has done
wrong, The man that thinks lightly
of sin canpot turn away from it with
any degree of assurance that he will
be protected from it. ‘The man that
does not think it particularly wrong
to fall into a grovelling state of intoxi-
cution will never be safe and eecure
against that temptation. ' He must seek
to love righteousness, and if he loves

righteousness he wu’l hate sin. He
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must seek in every way to make him-
self iike unto God; for if this is done
he will have 1 dlslike for all things thag
are not godly in their nature.

We read in many instances that
the  Lord has hardened the
hearts of men; and psome who
scoff at the dootrtnes Iajid down in the
Bible—pomwe infidels in heart—aay that
this is unjust. Here He sends Moses,
His yreat High Priest, the law giver
cf old, down to Egyrt with a command
unto Pharach, “Let my people go.*?
And the king of Egypt, who Knpows
oot that God, says, ““Tell me who this
beingts. Who 1a it that dares send
unto me, the king, such an abrupt
commwand as that? "I let tbis people
go? Why, they nre my slaves by all
the laws that are recognized among
the nations, They belong (o me, They
pay tribute to me. Who Is it that
commands that T should let them go?
They are not his people; they are my
people.?> <\Why ** cays Moses, *‘the
God of heaven, the Great I Am, sends
me with that commission.” A pd be.
cause Pharaoh will not listen to it; be-
cause that lesson cannot be understood
by him; because that linguage is not
one that he, the king, who rules by
might, and whJ coneiders everything
that might can establieh and masintain
to be in very truth right, could under-
stand and speak, the Lord found it
necessary to deliver words in a differ-
ept tongue. The king recognized
power. He knew that if ever there
aruse a king more mighty than he,that
king would be his master, A nd Moses
endeavored tv show him that the RBe-
ing who had rent that command waa
In actoal truth a mightier being than
he.

Firat, he wrought the miracie of
causing the rod to become a serpent.
Now the serpent figured tonspicuously
in the jdolatrous rites of the Egytians,
indeed it was an ohject of adoration
among them; and to see 8 living em-
bodiment of one of "the tdols of his
pevple, conjured before his eyes ghould
bhave convinced him of the potency of
Mosges® authority. But nosuch purpose
WwWAS perved; he aummoned the
magiciane, and by the power of the
Evil One, they imitated the wonder
on a emaller scale; but the serpent that
sprang from Aaron’s rod, devoured all
the resi; and thues deciared the
superiority ol the commission under
whicb those men of God acted. Phar-
aoch, however, refused the evidence of
reason; he was rerolved to fight the
power uf the God of Moses, so he per-
sisted in his refusal to liberate the
pauple. Then Moses, stretched forth
his red, and all the Wwaters of Egypt
became as biood; the fish died in the
rivers and the waters sent forth a
horrible stench., This miracle would
have been sufficient to convince any
thinking Egyptian of the superiority
of Moses’ and Aaron’s God, over their
deities. Why they worshipped tho
river Nile, esteeming it as the source
of the fertility of their country; and
that sacred strearn, at the simple word
of Moees, became loathsome nnd foul,
and such a stench went up from the

-once pure and sparkling streams and

apringe, that the peonle could not bear
it. Pharaoh seemed to undersiand
that language; he could in a degree
comprehend it{s meaning. #Haid he to
Moses. [Ef you will just bring back the
fresh stresms again, the pure water



