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into bls possession, for the payment .,f
his fee; or the attorney might help
himegelf, to the fullextent of his [ee,
to any money belinging to his client,
which he might be able to get hold of,
The bill gives to an atiorney, as
gecurity for his fee, a first morigage on
property belonglng to his client, which

might, and often would, bs mnany
times the value of the amount so
gseoured. Thus & client, by the opera-

tion of this propoged law, might have
property worth any amount, even a
fortone, placed under moltgage, and
consequently tied up and unavailable,
antil he should pay & lawyer’s fee;
and should such fee pot be promptly
paid, the client’s property might be
sold at any sacrifice in order to pay it

Under existing laws, a plaintiff and
defendant may settle a suit at any
stage, hefore or after judgment, on
terme to suit themselves. But this
bjll virtually creates a third party
to every lawsuit without whoee cousent
po compromise of any pending suit
can berfected, nor can satisfaction of
any judgment rendered be entered; for
the ottorney has a lien ¢n the cause ot
action before Judgment, and upon the
judgment after it i3 entered.

The hill i3 class legislation of an
odjious type, and 13 cpeu to all the ob-
jections that apply thereto, Without
regard (o & client’s circumstances or
pesepsities, nor bis obligations to other
creditore, it eacumbers hid property to
any amounf, and renders it liable to
any sacrifige, in order to secure thc
payment of his aitorney?’s fee, This
measure comes ashout as near giving
sthe earth? to a oclass of professional
men usually well enough able to take
careof themeelves,regardless ol the wel-
fare of the Test of ite inhabitants, as
auy that could well be devised. It
should be promptly killed.

ELECTRICITY N STREET
RAILW.AYS,

The past yedr has heen a heavy one
ajl around on railroads, and seversal
street car lines, as weil as larger sy:-
tems, have been placed in the handys of
receivers. Lt 18 a npotable fact that
while a number of steama and cable
street car lines have thus been taken
hold of under direction of the courts,
because the operating eXpenses were
too heavy for the recelple, not a single
electric car line has bad to go that way
from such a cause, Where lines were
made to pay in flush times, the falling
oft in bupiness has been met by a com-
mensurate reduction in operating ex-
penses, eo that a eall for judicisl super-
vision has Dot been recessary. Wiih
the steam and ecable lines, however,
eX penses could be cut only ro far, and
then the system, to be operated st all,
had to be run at a loss,

These facte were elicited by an ic-
vestigation by the receiver of the
Piedmoot cable road in Uslifornia, and
pow that ufficlal is desirous of chang-
ing the motive power of his llpe. He
states that to cuntinue the operation of
the cable 1s to run at & constant loss,
and he aske the courts to permit
electricity to be substituted, He
claimse that even with the experse of
ulterslions the reduced ocust of operat-
ing will be on & basis proportionaie to
the service required, so that the road
can be made Lu pay.

system should go in.
ful

If the situation as stated by Recelver
Bishop should be borne cut by the
experience and investizgation of others,
ag appears from the showing made to
be 1he probable case, it will be only a
matter of a few years until even cable
systems, whieh at first were thought to
be proof against the newly adopted
motive power, will become a thing of
the past except for very steep grades,
When the change from the old mule
car system was contemplated in Salt
Lake, there wss considerable discus.
alon &8 to whether an electric ot a gabie
From the care-
examination of Hon. Francis
Armstrong and his associates, then in
control of the locai line, it was cou-
cluded to adopt Lhe electric syst:m,
and as a result Salt liake was given a
street oar service unexcelled anywhere
in the country., There wae consider-
able adverse comment in railwsy cir-
cles at the time over the new
motive power, and fhe most
was made of the inconveni-
ences suffered through heavy
spowsforms. These a1fficulties, huw-
ever, are being overcome, and =all in
ail there ls much lesr inconvenience
and delay on the electtic lines here
than on stesm and cable systems elge-
where. Itis intereeting to note that
the practical judgment of our towns-
men ip investigating and passing upon
the clnime of what was then a new
and imperfectly .developed competitor
in railway pervice is being tully con-
firmed by the pubsequent experience
uf others in different parts of the coun-
try.

AN ANCIENT RELIGION.

The school of theologiaps which at
present enjoys a brief distinction of
being fashionable in gertain circles is
the one that denies the high antiguity
claimed for the sacred Scriptures, But
its representatives generally acvept the
sacred books of the orientals ms dating
back beyond the limite of sectlar
history, It now appears, however,
that a spegies of “*higher criticism?® is
being applied to other books than those
of the Hebrews and Christiane, and
with similar resulis, Recently a
French savant, M. Darmester, has
startled oriental seholars by the asser-
tion that the Zend-Avestsa, the sacred
scriptures of the Parsees, cannot be
older than the first century of our era,
The date of these books has formerly
been supposed to be between 1200 and
1500 befure Christ. It ie claimed that
the text as mow vxtant contains well
marked traces of new Platonism and
that probably various other elements
have found their way into it during
the ages past since the time of Zoroas-
ter. If by the methods of the “uhigher
criticisin?* the Vedas. the ancient
Sapsctit books of the Hindus, could
be proved to belong to the time of the
first ceuntury too, the absurdity of the
method of reasopning might be apparent
and a reactioh towarde the truth as 10
the origin +f the rellgions of mankind
might follow,

The books known a3 the Zend- A vesta
are gupposed to have been the work of
Zoroaster originaily. They treated on
pumerous Bubjects, both secular and,
religious, and were frst written on
12,000 cowskine (parchments),if Arabic
accounts are Lo be belleved, Their

contents were regarded as divine reve-
lations, [n courseof time much of this
literature was loat, The Parsees accuse
Alezander the Great of the destruction:
of theirbooke. Later, therevival of in-
terest in this ancient religion resulted
in efforts to gather the fragments that
gtill were left, and thus a veclume wag'
vbtained, the one still extant,

But who wss Zoroasier? Arabian
writers acceptibe tradition that the
author of these hooks was Ahbrabham,
{tis beld that the word Zoroaster i a
title meaning chief or high priest and
that several persons were so designated.
The first Zoroaster is thus referrsd to
in a Parses prayet: **The first who-
thougnt good thoughts, who first spoke
good worde, who first performed good
actione, who waa the flist priest, the
tirst warricr, the first cuhivator of the
s0ii, the first prophet, the first who was
inepired, the first who  has given to
mankind nature, and reality, and word
and hearing of word, and weaith,and all.
good things created by Mazda, which
embellishid reality; who frst caused
the wheel to turn among gode and.
wen, who first praised the purity
of the living creation and destroyed idol--
alry, who confessed the Zarathuatrian.
belief in Abura—Mazda, the religion
of the living God against the devils.
* & = through whom the
whole true ond revealed word was
heard, which Is the life and guidance
of the world.?} :

Assuming that this reference to thet
first Zoroaster of high priest 15 based.
on » tradition held at the tlme thia
prayer was cuvinposed, or perhaps on
historicaldocumentstheu available,tha
description wonld seem to polnt to
Noub, the chief and fizst among men
alter tbhe ficod. The reiigion ap taught
uriginally was e¢learly that of Lhe
ancient patriarchs. The errors later
introduced do not belong to Zoroaster’s.
age, They are the resuli of spurlous
lnterpretations, misunderstandinge,
chunges and ¢orruptions, due to intiu-
ences of later yeara,

The subject is one of gleat inter-
est and it 18 noped the criticilsm of M,
Darmester muy tend to have more light
thrown upon It from a truly scientiflc-
source.

i

WAR IN THE AIR.

One report from Brazil is to the ef-
fect that President Peixoto is but walt-
ing for the completion of a dirigable
balloon to apnihilate the rebele, and
that thls machine of wariare will soon
be ready, It is to be used, like the afe
shipe in “Cwesar’s Column,*” to float
over the rebet ships and drop dyna-
mite bombe on their decks,

1t the Brazilian president really ls
experimenting in this directlon and is
successfui—something as yet highly
doubtful-—the monotonous confiict in
the South Awerican republic willl mark
an era in the art of warlare. If
serouautics have attained the perfection
necessary to admit of the constiuction
of ships moving in the air at the com-
mand of man, snd if these are adapted
to purposes of war, naval forces, land
Jortifications And armied are useless,
for with & few ot these implements of
destrugtion raining dynaimciie bombs
on an ad versary, no protection would
be eflicient. The heaviest armors
plated ships would be as helpless as the
old woouen vessels were agalnet the



