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REPORTED BY GEOOEO F gibbs

I1 naveHAVE been interested in listening
to the remarks that have been
made by the brethren who have ad-
dressed us during this conference
and I1 propose myself to ommeroffer a few
reflections that have passed through
my mind while listening to the
teaching and instruction that has
been presented

there Is a reelingfeeling prevailing
more or less among all the branch
ea of the human family that the
nation or people to which they be-
long is superior in many respects
to others either in government in
moralsmorale in in manufactures
fathelathein the arts or in religion as the
case may be and the latter day
saints are not without this senti-
ment we feel that god has blessed
us more abundantly with wisdom
and knowledge regarding himself
highla ways hlahia laws and in relation
to eternal ouroiin obedi-
ence to hlahia will than hohe habhaa others
and that wowe are moving inalnain a high-
er plane than the rest of the sons
and daughters of adam admitting
this to be correct there is nothing
whereof we as individuals orasaor asaass peo-
ple ought to boast II11 we have re-
ceived or knowledge
pertainingining either to the present or
the futureit has been solely through
the communications that god has
been pleased tomaketo make known to us
for naturally we are very likeliko
other men not much taller not
much shortereh ortererter not much more in-
telligenttell igent not much moremora ignorant
than they are there is not so
great a diversity among peoples as
omesome imagine other things being

equalqua it may be well for us to re
fleatfloat a little on thothe position we oc-
cupy in relation to others in rela-
tion to our zedled tain relation to trieene
world in which we live and the
peoples by whom we are
ed to reflect upon the past the
present and the facturefuture and to
comprehendcomprehends if possible our true
status before the almaimalmightyeigolglity and
before all men
it is indeed true that god has con-

ferred upon us many great and pe-
culiar blessings for which we are itin-
debted tobiato him but at thothe bame time
the lord feelsfeela interested iulu tuethe
welfare ofall men and all ppeopleseop lesies
of all nations of all creeds andai d all
religions not in their religions as
religions but in the people who
profess to believe in them and he
is acquainted with the peculiar
ideas habits dispositions and feel-
ings of men everywhere one of
the old apostles in speaking upon
these things says god hathbath made
of one blood all nations of men for
to dwell on all the face of the earth
and hath determined the times be
fore appointed and the bounds of
their habitations that they should
seek the lord iti haply they might
feel after dimand find him though
he be not far from every one of usug
it is further saldsaid that we are all
his offspring and again that he
is the god and the father of the
spirits of all fleshfleshandlland consequent-
ly he is interested in the welfare of
all thethie human family everywhere
among all peoples all nations
all kindreds and all tongues

now if this be thetho tcabecase which
we have no reason to doubt then
he isii interested in all the human

alid lie will try to promote
their welfare and happihapplhappinessnem aoso farlfar
as he is clipcapable of doing accord-
inginatoto cejtintalutain laws by which hebb
himself Is governed as well zeisefas allitil
things in creation aheraner the learn-
ing webardwebweweh haveavoavd heard so much aboutabout
is simply a knowledgeknowledgeledga ofbf some
principles associated with those
laws whichchareChUrearuare generally denomin-
ated thetho laws of nature initi rela-
tion to the natnationsionEl or peoples the
luordlord will do nsas well by them as
they will letiet him and as far as the
laws by which he is governed will
permit just the same as we would
towards our children we fathers
and mothers have children they
do not always do as we would like
to have them do but we wish to
look over their frailties and imper-
fectionsfeationslons as much as posepossibleblebie but
when it comes to certcertainat 11 points
then both father and mothermother have
kostopto stopatop if ouroar children violate the
laws of the land they have to bobejudged by those laws and we can
not prevent it neither should wetry to still our feelings are drawn

out towards our families and it
right and natural they should be
for these paternal feelings are plant-
ed in the human breast by the al-mighty it laIs therefore proper
we should have affection and
manifest kindness forbearance
lonzions summeringbuffering towards all our chil-
dren and all those with whom
are associated god basbaa this
of feeling towards his children and
it is a portion of the spirit
emanates from him that prompts
this affection and regard for our
offspring

these things are connected alsoaiso
with other mattensmatters we try to look
after the welfare of our childrenwe
try that Usla those who are not ut-
terly depraved to lead them in theright paths and to influence their
minda undnd their morals and to
teach them correctly both in re-
lation to religion education and
morals as well as secular matmatters 0
order that they may become intel-
ligent men and women capable of
sustaining themselves I1 that they
may improve the talents god has
given them andalid that they may be
able to comprehend sobomesomeme few of
the laws at least by which the
creations thetho worlds are governed
and the principles by chiah we
are surrounded lain this world as
also a knowledge of the laws of life
this iiIs all very proper and it Is
also proper that men shouldshould culti-
vate pleamant relations and have a
good kind feeling towards others
oneon of the greatest evils alluded to
in holy writ that it is said would
devdevelopedelope itself in the last days is
thus delineated anin the last daysperilous times shall come formen shall be lovers of theirthein own
selves instead of having that kinokindfeindt
brotherly affectionate feeling to-
wards others they shall be lovers
of their own selves covetous
boasters proud blasphemeblasphemersrs dis-
obedient to parents unthankful
unholy without natural affection
truce breakers falsefaise accusers in
continentcontinents fierce despisersdespisersaers of those
who argare good trailers heady
high minded lovers of pleasure
more than lovers of god having a
jormon godliness but denying thepower thereof br
as being one of the greatest evilsevila
that could exist among men

As I1 before stated we have a re-
gard for our children and god has
also a regard for us we wish to
train our children in the way we
wish them to go other people wish
to do the same talk about the
catholics methodists
riansriana baptistsbaptista and other dendenomina-
tions

omina
no matter what their ideas or

feelings may be no matter how in-
consistent and foolish we may re-
gard their manner of worship yet
many of them are quite sincere intrying to benefit their children
and god is sincere in trying to pro-
mote their happiness and welfare
as well as he is ours both in regard
to this world and the world to come
and hence he will do the bestbeat he
possibly can with all peoplespeoples butaaas I1 statedslated before being governed
by lawslaw he can only treat them ac-
cording to their merits they will

be judged according to the deeds
done in the body whether those
deeds be good or evil and when
that judgment takes place all men
will have to abide its award there
bisnois no appeal from it no court to
which they can have access where-
by they can change the decree of
the almighty the lord knows
this and he has prepared certain
classes so to speak in his school
here upon the earth for his people
andaud for all the world and he has
provided a means of instruction for
the inhabitants of the earth look-
ing upon them as eternal immortal
beings having to do with time and
eternity but all things aaas I1 re-
marked are under the influence
contcontiolandzoland government of law justlustas much as the planetary system
with which wowe are connected is
governed by law it makes no dif-
ference what a few of us may do or
howbow the world may act the sun
rises and betssets regularly the earth
revolves upon its axis and eoso it is
with all the planetary systems
there is no confusion no disorder inany of the movements of the heav-
enly bodies they are governed by
a science and intelligence that isbeyond the reach of men in mor-
tality yet they move strictly ac-
cording to certain laws by which
all of them have been are and will
be governed and thesethese laws are
under the surveillance and control
of the great lawgiverlaw giver who man-
ages controls and directs all these
worlds if it were not the case
they would move through space in
wild confusion and system would
rush against system and worlds up-
on worlds would bobe destroyed to

gether with their inhabitants butbat
they are governgovernedpd by a superhuman
power by a spirit and intelligence
that dwells in the bosom of the
gods about which mankind knows
but verywery little nishisit is BOso with regard
to all the forces of nature the earth
on which we stand the elementseleeiementa ol01
which it is composed the air we
breathe the water we drink and
everything in nature is governed
strictly according to immutable
eternaleternainal unchangeable laws practi-
cally philosophical and strictly sci-
entific 1if1 these terms are preferred
but theytey are nevertheless placed
there by the almighty

now in regard to the world and
the position we occupy in it there
is something peculiar about the re
lations hipbip we sustain to the world
of mankinamankind warn we are eur
rounded it is not proper for us to
be censorious to upbraid people for
things that they do not comprehend
and that are beyond their ken we
should be courteous and charitable
to all and not find fault with men
because they do not comprehend
things as we understand them
but try to understand our true po-
sition and the relationship we sus-
tain to ouroun heavenly father to his
laws to the peoples with whom we
associate and to the world in which
we live

we read of many prominent men
who have exstedexisted in the world in
various ages for instance there
was adam beth hobbhoch Memethuenthusa
leh koahnoah abraham moses the
prophets jesus and his disciples
the people who came to this conti-
nent ether and the brother efof ja-
red lehilehl andaad nepal alma moro-
ni and many other prominent indi-
viduals who heldheid intercourse with
the ty wbwho0 were placed bbyy
the lord in a position whereby they
could receive communications from
him could learn hisbis will and teach
it to others we look upon these
men as great men and justly too
as wise menraen as intelligent and phi-
lanthropicic men as men who were
interested not only in their welfaree
but inthein the welfare of the peoples bby
whom they were surrounded and
the worldwould in which they livedmenmea dad noeaoe oomacoma ar divdid
censors of the world they did not
come to aggrandize themselves to
build themselves up nor to control
or coerce others what was the
great blessing conferred upon abra-
ham 2 11inrn thee shall all the tami
lies of the earth be blessbiessblessededn not
cursed not destroyed not annihi-
lated but as a messenger of god
as the elect of heaven as a man
whom he had chosen to accomplish
his work and whom behe would useuee
through those principles that exist-
ed in eternity to pour blessings up-
on fallen humanity that was the
feeling which was manifested as I1understand it itisit is true that abra-ham when a parcel of thieves came
along in the shape of a confedera-
tion of kingshinge and took away hisbis
nephew and others and despoiled
them otof their goodgoods that he gath-
ered together his hohouseholdolds pur-
sued them and smote many of
them and delivered those they de-
signed to oppress and brought the
captives back again to their own
places and when he had done it
what then why saideaid they abra-
ham you have done a good deed
you have delivered us and brought

I1

back this spoil takutako what you
please but he told them that behe
did not want any of it you were
injured robbed and despoiled and
carried captive thesethose men came
upon you and fraudulently de-
spoiled you of your goods and here
laIs mymay nephew lot who is an hon-
orable man and one in whom I1 am
particularly interested and I1 was
only doing for you what one man
ought to do for another I1 will take
none of the spoils here are these
young men who were with me you
may give them what youjouyou like but
you shall not have cause to say that
you made abraham rich

prominent men who were the
descendants of abraham acted in
the sameearn way true benevolence
makes all cosmopolitans it has
been the feeling the design of all
good men to benefit their fellow
men and eyeneven the philosophy of
the heathen has advocated this to a
certain extent what was the
message of mosesmosea when he was sent
as a deliverer to the children of is-
rael whom the ungodly egyptians
hadbad oppressed and made slaves of
he as the sent of god delivered a
message thus saith the lord let
my people israel go A message of
mercy to israel and not even inju-
rious to the egyptians unlessuniess op-
posed by them did he dedeliver
them by any inherent wisdom or
intelligence in him no but by
tho power of tho almighty by thetho

revelations efof god and by the in-
telligencetelligence that god gave to him
hlahia labor was especially a message
to deliver israel from bondage and
unjust oppression Hhe0 brought
them out and god woworkedaked with
him and when their enemies
pursued them he protected them
he opened the sea and mademado the
waves stand up while they passed
over dry shod some of these phi

people I1 do not call
them scientists but ignoramusignoramuseses
eaysays that is contrary to the laws of
nature but it is not contrary to
the laws of god nor the power of
god 1 for he can do things just aa he
pleaplenpleasessebsep and managomanage them accord-
ing to his own will and purposes
and he is acquainted with other
laws in nature of shiell menruen are
ignorant moses we arearet told was a
stranger in a strange land where
he saw a bush that burned with
firenire and the bush was not consumed
it might be said that this was con-

trary to natures jawslaws also and a
voice spoke to him which proceeded
from the bushbuah telling him to take
the shoes from off his feet for the
ground whereon he stood was holy
also telling him that he was a chos-
en messenger of the lord to accom-
plish a certain work and the
lord taught and instructed him
and moses went before the king of
egypt and the powers thereof and
delivered the message that god hadbad
given unto him it was not a very
agreeable message for them to hear
nor a very pleasant one for him to
communicate but he was a man
of god and had the fear of god be-
fore him the lord had selected
him as an instrument and although
comprehending his weakness he
shrank not from the responsibility
but went forth in the nancedance of isra-
els

isra-
elis god to perform the commis-
sion committed to hisbis care and hebe
delivered the israelites it is true
they were rebellrebeilrebelliousfeus and ignorant
and it is true they were self willed
and many of them were very cor-
rupt it is true they could not en-
dure the light of the blessings of
the gospel and it is also true that
when god would have made of
them a kingdom of priests they
utile mot receive thatkhat dri esthdod
nor be governed by its influence
hefie then took from them the mel
chisedee priesthood leaving them
the lesser or priepriesthoodAbood
because they would not and were
not competent to magnify the du
ties of the greater and of that they
were necessarily deprived what
then god did thothe best he could
with them as hebe hasbas done with
every nation and every people hebe
however sent prophets among
them from time to time

now we will pass on what was
the message that jesus came to pro
claim to the people a message of
destruction A message of death
A message of condemnation noifo
no it was a message of glad tidings
and great joy to all peoples and
what did he telitell his disciples to go
and preach destruction to all
people no his commission to
them was go yeyo into all the
world and preach the gospel to
every creature where to all
the world and what was the na-
ture of that gospel eaithfaith in the
lord jesus christ repentance and
baptism for the remission of sluebins
addand the laying on of hands for the
reception of the holy ghost which
would place men in a position
whereby they could have commu-
nicationnication with god their heavenlyHeaveny j

father having a hope blooming
with immortality and eternal life
that entered within the vailvall whith-
er christ their forerunner had gone
hence it was a message of mercy
salvation and exaltation to all peo-
ple who would receive it 1960go ye
intofato all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature he that
belibellbelievetheveth and is baptized shall be
saved but he that belfevethyeth not
shall bobe damned ifit they were
condemned if they bufferedsufferedered the
wrath of god it was not because
they had not life and salvation held
out to them it was because they
rejected that life and salvation
through the preaching of his word
and the atonement of his only be-
gotten son was there anything
injurious in thisthih no nothing of
the kindklud etwasit wabwas in the Interestinterestsbofof
humanity it was for the welfare of
the world it waswaa to teach man
through those heavenly principles
which he hadbad communicated the
laws of god to put them in posses-
sion of those rich treasures of eter-
nal life opening the kingdom of
heaven to the believer who would
obey his laws and babe gogovernedvernedveined by
them this is the message that
god has always proclaimed to the
people

joseph smith cainocame what

did hebe preach just the hamegame as
all the others had done was it
because of any peculiar philosphy
or any remarkable intelligence that
he hadbad in and of himself in the first
place to comprehend those princi-
ples that he revealed no it is
true that he was a chosen instru-
ment of the almighty for that pur-
pose it is true that being one of
the seed of abraham that peculiar
blessing belonged to him it is
true that abraham in former years
through his genealogy was made ac
quainter with the rights pertaining
to the and that joseph
smith hadbad those rights in common
with abraham eingbeing one of his
seed and it is true that he was
selected for this purpurposepotpoe but until
the lord made himself known unto
waiwas and revealed his purposes liehe
knew nothing about the things ofgod any more tianyouthan you or I1 did I1know this for I1 have talktaikedwith
him upon these subjects well
what was the nature of his mission
it was to restore the ancient gospel
it was to bring forth the record of
the gospel upon this continecontinentnt
which the people who lived here in
former years had forfeited because
of their transgressions it waswaa that
the stickslick of joseph in the hands of
ephraim might be united with the
stick of judah in their testimony
evidence prophecies doctrines and
ordinances developing correct prin-
ciples that things as they exist in
the heavens might be made more
plain to men upon the earth and
that in the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word should be es-
tablished was it to condemn the
world not unless the world re-
jected it what was the gospel
joseph taught just the same aaw
that which jesus and his disciples
taught he called upon the people
to repent and bobe baptized inia the
name of jesus for the remission of
sins and they should receive the
holy ghost and did he anahisand his
brethren go forth and preach this
doctrine they did and waswa the
promise they made fulfilled to those
who balfballbelievedeved and obeyed it was
and you are my wItwitnessesnemes todayto day
that these things are true it having
been arde known to uaus by the holyrelyspirit of promise the nolysoly ghost
which takes of the things of the
father and reveals them unto man
and is anybody harmed by thihthis
who is injured whose rights aroare
interfered with whose prprinciplesI1 nc1 1 e 13

are Nobodys
Is anybody forced to obey this gos-
pel no has anybody been co-
erced into any measure pertaining
to these mattersmattmatlerserb kono it has al-
ways been proclaimed and laIs to-
day it is all free grace it iaIs all
free wilmawill would you curtail any-
body in their religious rights not
by any inmeansmennsans I1 would leave them
with their god it they cannot
comprehend or comprehending
have not the ininclinationnation to otey
correct principle I1 I1 would leave
them with their god in whosei

hahands we all are and in whose
hands are the issues of life and
death if men do not iovelove the
truth we cannot help it if men be-
come corrupt and unrighteous and
full of infidelity we cannot help it
we did not place them in that posi-
tion it is their own act can you
findflud a set of men todayto day in the wide
woidwoldhorld men who are filled with
more ano benevo-
lence

r
or greater henerbenerbenefactorsactors to

mankind than these elders who are
around me you cannot find them
on this little earth you cannot find
men anywhere that have and will
make the sacrifices for principle
that the elders of this church bhavebaveave
done I1 see those around me that
have traveled hundreds and thou-
sands of miles without purse or
scrip in the midst of persecution
contumely and reproach to deliver
thelme bage of life to the
causecauso god had commanded it and
because they were desirous koproto pro-
mote the weal and happiness of the
human family how have they
been treated just as jesusjemus was
treated justjuat as his apostles and
just as the prophets of old were
treated men have always killedbilled
the prophets and stoned those who
were sent to them but then what
of that that is all the worse for
those who did this they havebava thetho
hardest row to hoe for they as well
as we have yetset to appear before the
judjudge10 of the whole earth andeeand he
willwiil baysay I1 called but you refused I1
stretched out my hand but youyoa
heeded it not hence reltt will laugh
at your calamity and will mock
when your fear cometh 11 that is
the way he puts it I1 offered you
light I1 offered you truth I1 offered
youyon intelligence I1 desired to pro-
mote your happiness your well bc
ing but you would not hayehave it and


