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it whis me and now I1 do
not know all things but the lord

all thithingsi which are to
come wherefore tohe in me
to do according to his will I1 words
of mormon i1 979 7

it is evident from the above quo-
tationstations that nephi in making and
inscribing these plates and others
in preserving them were moved
upon by powerful feelings and pecu-
liarliar inspirations for which they
could not account nor explain the
purposeee but a part at least of
this wise purpose has been un-
folded in this generation and prob-
ably more remains to be wrought
out

an incident occurred while jo-
seph the prophet was translating
the plates of mormon which
though bitter in its experience to the
inspired translator manifested the
prescience and providence of the
almighty and made plain what
was so mysterious to his ancient
servants

joseph had translated mormonscormons
abridgementabridge mentmet of the first or histori-
cal plates of nepal filling some

pages of foolfoolscapseap manuscript
at the importunate solicitation
his scribe martin harris he al-
lowed the sacred manuscript to go
outoat of his hands to be exhibited to a
few overcuriousover curious persons harris
bound himself by a solemn oath not
to show the papers to any but his
father and mother his brother and
wife Bister a mrs cobb never-
thelesstheleffi the manuscript was stolen
and the prophet never saw it again
see note 0 book of mormon page

in a revelation given to the
prophet in harmony pennsylva-
nia may 1829 there is reference
made to this grave matter

now behold I1 say unto you
that because you delivered up those
writings which you had power
given unto you to translatedtranslate by
means of the and ThummInln
into the hands of a wicked man
youyon have lost them
behold they have sought to destroy
you yea even the man in whom
you have trusted has sought to de
itroV you0 U now
beholdbehold taythey have altered these
wordswools because satan saith anto
them he hath deceived you and
thus he flatt ereth them away to do
iniquity to get thee to tempt the
lordloid thy god behold I1 say unto
youyon that you shall not translate
againcju those words which have gone
forth out of your hands for be-
holdhow they shall not accomplish
tbell evil designs in lying against
those words for behold ifff you

bridgforthbring forth the same words
r will sayiak that you have lied
yonvan have pretended to trans
ant that you have contradicted

yourself and now verily
I1 say unto you that an account of
those things that you have written
which have gone forth out of your
handsbands is engraven upon the plates
of nephi therefore you
shall translate the engravings which
are on the small platoplatesas of nephi
down even till you come to the
reign of king benjamin or until
you come to that which you have
translated which you have re-
tained doctrine and covenants
page 97

thus we discover in this circum-
stance some striking proofs of the
foreknowledge and wisdom of our
heavenly father the artful de-
signs of wicked men to scandalize
the prophet and destroy his influ-
ence and labor were frustrated
while the ingenuous servant of god
learned lessons of prudence obedi-
ence and truthfulness and more-
over by this intended evil a reve-
lation off some of the most precious
andaad exalted doctrines of the gospel
of salvation has been given to the
world in the present generation

the impiety and rebellion against
nephi of hishie brethren laman and
lemuel and of the sons of ishmael
continued with iDincreasedcreased bitterness
after their settlement upon the land
of america lehi died within
thirty years after his exodus from
his native city

and it came to pass that not
many days after his death laman
and lemuel and the sons of ish-
mael were angry with me because
of the admonitions of the lord

behold it came topass that
I1 nephi did cry much unto the
lord my god because of the anger
of my brethren but behold their
anger did increase against me inso-
much that they did seek to take
away my life and it
came to pass that the lord did warn
me that 1I nephi should depart
from them and flee to the wilder-
ness and all those who would go
with me wherefore it came to pass
that I1 nephi did take my family
and also zoram and his family and
sarasam mine elder brother and his
family and jacob and josephjose I1b my
younger brethren and adsoalso my
sisters and all those who would uld

go0
with me and all those who wouldwo
go with me were those who believ-
ed in the warwarningsDiDgs and the revela-
tions of god wherefore they did
hearken unto my words andana we
did take our tents and whatsoever
things were possible for us and
lourneyjourney in the wilderness for the
spacepace of many days 2 nephinepal iv
13 vl 7

from the forgoing historical items
we learn several important facts
one marksmarka a breach in the family of

lelilehi whereby the family was di-
vided into two great factions la
manides and Nephites a breach
which waswaa nevermore closed

it distinguishes and names the

heads and founders of the
nation but for a more detailed ac
count of this division the renderreader Isi 1

referred to page of the book of
mormon we learn further the
causes of the rupture and the mo
tivestive which prompted the
cilci liablelable alienation the Lama
remainedrema hied and spread over the lo-
cality they now occupied nephi
led his followers to a section
of coucountry now known as
ecuador south america page

note g the new settlement
was called the land of nephi f

out of respect to that great chieftain
thither also nephi transferred the
public treasures and sacred records
and commenced anew to lay the
foundations of a mighty common
wealth he provided against the
encroachmentsencroach ments of enemies by con
struttingting forts and military de-
fenses as well as the manufacture of
weapons of war he taught his f

people all manner of useful artlandartsand
the necessities and adornments of
civilized life one of his stupen-
dous enterprises achieved in the
early part of the settlement was the
erection of a magnificent temple it
was

after the manner of the temple
of solomon and the workmanworkmanship

finetthereof was exceeding fine
II11 nepal v 111611 16

one of the first needs of a com-
munity is a head or ruler and the
need is usuallyally enhanced by the ur-
gent demands of themthe membersembers them-
selvesselves8 and in every age regal
and magnificent governments have
been objects of popular favor it
seems quite reasonable therefore
that as soon as the followers of
nephi were separated from their
hostile neighbors and had founded
a new settlement under the guidance
of their favorite leader that a unani-
mous desire to invest him with royal
authority and honor was exhibited

and it came to pass that they
would that I1 shoshoulduld be their king
but I1 nephi was desirous that
they should have no king verse
18 nephi was looked upon as their
king or protector ehch vi 2 but

we are not informed that he was
formally anointed to the kingly of-
fice but previous to his death he
anointed a man to be a king or ruler
over his people jaejac i1 6

the objection of nephi to his peo-
ple having a king is a curious one
but it did not originate with him
the same aversion to royalty
was urged by the good king
mosiah and this after the
experience afforded by a aucessu ces-

sion of monarchs extending over
el


