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PUTUAHARA, Apas, Tuamotu Islande,
Jone 17, 18856

After & lapse of three montba we
bave sgain beard Irom ibe outside
world, May 22nd. baving hrought us
vor Japuary and February mail, Jtis
true {that we cannot tell wbhen we tnay
get mail, bving jo sush a sosttered
condition and in guch sn outl of the
way plnce, but we can generally de-
pend upen hearing from our loved
onep every three or four mousths, Al-
though It is sometimes rather loog
between mnils we do not feel to com-
plain, unlike a brotber writing Irom
the Soulbern Btates, wbo said thel be
bad t) walt so Inng for bis mail, when
he actuslly bad tv wait three woeks.

Times bave taken B turn sioce we
jast wrote you. Persecution has sgain
coms upon the Church, and the evii
one seems to be trying bie best Lo stop
the work of (3od io ihie patt of the
world. We realize, &8s also do our
native bretbren and sisters, that this ia
potthe first time that be bas tried to
work agaipst (he Church of God i
these 18lapde. 1o former days, when
the Gospel was firat preached bere by
Elders Grouard, Browp, Prati and
pthers, lhe wrm of perseculion was
raleed agaipet them. Home were
panisheu and fiwmprisoned sod the
natives were left practicaily to Llhem-
selves, w.th the native Elders ss thelr
guides.t he while Eiders having le t,
and the evil-one seeing that the dajote
gtill beld tbe faith, soon brought his
forces to work against tbem snd tried
to overcome them. But the peed bad
fallew in good ground,and bad broughl
forth, some a bundred fold, some pixty.
and some thirty. After trylog to atop
Lthom frem praying to and wotahiping
their God, and seeing Lhat they were
pot succesa’ul in this, they eel ahout to
imprison those who would not re-
pounce tbeir faith, But thanka be to
our Hesvenly Father tbere were some
who were Dot to be rhaken or made
sfraid by the threats of poor, weal,
m il msn, They trusted 1n a supe:
rior Being, who they knew was aole
10 save, preferring to fear not tbose
who are ahle te &ill the body, but pre-
ferrlog ratber to fear Him who fe ahle
to destroy both body apd sl
in hell. We can eay that euch
people are well grounded io the [ailh,
sod are like the man that boilt bie
Louse upon the teck,thst whep the
rain descendid snd the flocde cume,
and the wind hest upon that bouse, It
fell not, becauee it wars [ounued upoD
the rook. Buch was lbe care of some
of the people who teceived Lhe G wpel
in early daye. Toey knew that God
had agajn spoke- from the beavens,
and that He had sgalo set up Hix
Kingdomupob the eartb 10 stay; tixa)
whet tevilings anu perescutiuns came
upon them, they did oot ialter or be.
come ashamed, but rememhbered thul
1t was better to rufler perseculiou thap
to persecute othera.

Bome forty years bad elspeed
from the time when the white
Eiders returaed Lo thelr homes
ln America Io early dsys until

the time when the Elders of tbe
Churcb of Christ returned to tbese
telande in the year 1802, Duarlog thie
spaca of time, grievous wolves bhud eo-
tered in amonget them aod bad not
apared the flock, Tuoey came in the
shape of men, who said that they were
missioparies of the Churcb of Christ,
and “trus?’ successors of the Obuich
sstablished by the Propbet Josepb io

the year 1530; that Lthey came
to eepk thore wbo bad heen
baptized hy *their”  mlsslonarlee
in  early daye. How rluloculvus

and absurd whep we come to think of
It, that tbeir cburch never exleted
until many years after our missionaries
had returped to lhelr homesin Salt
Liake, and while ip fact Lhey them-
selves were the fret missionaries of
their church who bad ever vielted the
island. Iuw tble way were muoy led
away from the truth by tbhe cunniog
ctalttpees of man, and Io this way Lhe
Cburoh was found by tbe Eldera who
came bere In 1892 and succeeding
YeAars.

The evil one, agaln seelng thut the
work of God was epreading sinoce the
return of Hie servants, bas again set
up his power against them andy s try-
jug with hls migbt to overthrow Lhem
and the wotk of God whiobh they are
setablisbine. But we, knowing that
the power ol God is greater then Lhat
of Satan, trust that 1f1¢ le Hie will, we
may be able to stay bereand lulfil
our misslone, by preaching Haie
everlasting Geepel and estabii:-hipg
His work amongst the honcat in hearl;
that the hopest-hearted Baiots who
have received the same way nol b
leit withoul ebepberds to guide them
and be amopgst them, Jesus Pajd Lo
Hls apostles, **blessed srv+ ye when
men revile you and persecule youy re-
joice snd he exceedlng gisu.” 11 we
wre persecuted for our beiief sand the
way tbat we worship our God, et us
not feel sorrowful, but ralther rejoice,
knowing that, ae Paul tells Timotby,
“Yes, and all tnat will live godly 1u
Christ Jeesus shall sufler persecution.”

At the preseut time Eljer Georze F.
Devspain snd myeell are at th e Island,
Ansa, baving artived here (rom
Takaroa on May 2od. Tbe natives
sre buslly eogaged in geiting the
cocoanuls in 8nd makiog *‘pula,’’ or
copra, whicb flnds » ready market
but brings a tather Jow price, belog
eold now for & cents snd 6 centws a kil
tn Cbilean money, which s «gsal to
about 8 cents a kilo in American
money, Respeociiulty.

KuGgeNg M, CANNON,

A MAORI CHIEFTAIN'S DEATH.

@GREYTOWN, N, Waitarapa, New
Z saland, Sept, 14.b, 1895,
On Monday. August 28ib, tbe fe-
naoilate of Walrarapa, together with
muuy of the adjoiniug districts, were
called upon suddenly tom urn ine loes
of no esteemed and well known Muorl
chie.
The ead event was the demise o'
Piripl Te Maarl, wbich pcocurred with-
vut & momhent’s waroing. The day

pteviony bhe attended all the services,

apd remarked to hie tellow hretbhren
and eleters how well he felt temyorally

as well as spiritually, 1 (eel
swuré that no person realizsd of
even thought that it would
be the last time they wonid

nave tue pleasure of listenlog to the
good discoursen of Piripi Te Maarl.
Not ope out of that attentive audience
vverdreamt thal the grand,noble chlef,
ooe of nature’s gentlemen, standiog
pelore them exhortiog ali to live £.th-
iul liver, to be as Baipte indeed, would
exbort Lhem npo more o this mortal
life,

Mondsy morping found bim bale
and besariy to ali’appeatrance until be
retursed bome about noon. Upon
entering tbe house hie wife asked if
she should prepsre fo.d. He replled,
no, ue be desited to reet. fmmediastely
rollowing those 18w worde hie was seen
to reel and I(all, expiring Ino s few
secinds, the caure of desth beipg an
spopiectic fit,

Loud snd mournful were the heart-
rending siraios wbich followed the an-
noyncement of his death: guns were
tired in quick eoccesslon, which
sdded to tpe tumuli and sogulsh of
tbe scene. It seemed appsrently to
tne ohserver that they desired to rend
.he very heavens as il were, upon the
death of their beloved rangatira, Boon
imessengers were agen lravelivg at full
dpesd upon hrevback to lutofm rela-
Lives and Iriends; telegrams flew over
lhe wires to notify many of ihe ionflu-
uwptial cbhiefe, who upon receiving the
same made ail bhaste poselole to urrive
upon the scece to *‘tangl’ (cry) over
the mottal remaine of thelr relative
aud lellow chiel.

Upon the folluwing dey B large mul-
titude of nelives had asvembhled to pay
nooor and respect to Lhe depsrted Ly
crylng and walling to the utmost limit
of their strength,. ‘The wriler, in com-
papy with his compsnion, were per-
mitted to view the deceased. There lay
pur heloved brother in the midst of a
1arge concourse of people; be caim and
peaceful—tbey in sorrow, grie!f and
aoguleh, As weaswod gezl. g vo for B
tew hrief moments, we could «ut re-
flect upoo the pesce ul msepoer iu
which s true Liatter.-day Balnt departs
from Lhis worial aphere—no care, no
sorrow, Lbough taken away he-
tore his jourvey 18 through, he realizes
tpe {ul] meaoipe of the worde:

And should wo die Letore our joaroey's
through,
Happy day! Allis welll

After elgbt days had alapsed, the de-
ceased wae laken to Hobuoul (thircy
miles distuat (tem Lthe ecend o0f dusth),
where he will be deposiled in his last
resting place oo thie mortal rpbere.

Uypoo cur approsch to the “*pab’/{vil-
Inge ), we were greeled with the usual
angi’ and Gring of gune,denotiny the
approach of thelr heloved oblef. It
was a scene which will take many
years to oblilerates tbe memory from
tne miode of tbhoee who weire present.
Pen raile to describe it—orying, watl-
ing, chauting and toe finiug of meny
gune--men, women snd cutldres Jdec-
orated wilh evergreens—such were a
tew of the Maorl custome witnwesed
upon the occaelon,

‘fhe juperal services took place on
Beptember8.b. A large concourse of
people were present; a go dly vuwmber
of toe leading Kuropeans were scen

inlermixed with the large assemblage



