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At the request of Mr. John Wentworth, Elitor
aud Proprietor of the * Chicago Demoerat,” I
have written the following sketch of the rise, pro-
gress, persecuticn, and faith of the Latter Day
Saints, of which I bave the honor, under God,
of being the founder. Mr, Wentworth says that
he wishes to furnish Mr. Bastow, a friend of his,
who is writing the history of New Hampshire,
with this document.

As Mr. Bastow has taken the proper steps to
obtain’ correct information, all that I shall ask at
his hands, is, that he publisih the account entire,
ungarnished, and without misrepresentation.

“ [ was born in the town of Sh.ron, Windsor
county, Vermeut, on the 23d of December, A.D.
1805. When ten years old, my parents removed
to Palm§ra; New York, where we resided about
four years, and {rom thence we removed to the
town of Manchester. My father wus a farmer
and taught me the art of husbandry. When
about fourteen years of age, [ began to refleet
upon the importance of being prepared for a fut-
ure state, and upon inquiring the plan of salva-
fion, I found thut there wus u great clash in reli-
giods ‘sentimeut, if I went to oue socie'y they
referred me to one plan, and anothér to another;
each one pointing to his own particular creed as
the summum bonum of perfection: econsidering
that all could not be right, and that God could
not be the author of so much confasion. I deter-
mined to investiga.e the subject more fully, be-
lieving that if God had a chuich it would not be
spht up into factions, and that if he taught one
gociety to worship one wav, and administer in
one set of ordinances, he would nut teach another
principles which were dismetrically opposed.

Believing the word of God, 1 had confidence in
the declaration of Jumes; *““If any man lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all
nien liberally aud upbraideth not, and it shall be
given him;* I retired to a secret place in a grove,
and began to call upon the Lord; whils fervently
engaged in supplication, my mind was tuken
away from the objects with which I was sor-
rounded, and I wus enwrapped in a heavenly
vision, and Raw two glorions personsges, who
exactly resembled ezch other in features aud like-
ness, surrounded with a brilfant light which
eclipsed the sun at noon day. They toll me that
all religions denominations were believing in in-
correct doctrines, snd that nore of them were
acknowledged of God as his church and kingdom; |
and I was expressly commanded “ e go not sfter
them,”’ at the same time receiving a promise that
the fulness of the gospel should at some future
time be made known tuto me.

On the evening of the 21st of September, A.D.
1823, while T wus praying unto God, and endea-
voring to exercise faith in the precious promises
of Seripture, onn a sudden a light like that of day, !
only of u far purer and more glorious appearance
aud brightness, burst into the room, indeed the
first sigﬁt was as though the house was filled witls
consuming fire; the appearance produced a shack
that affected the whole body; in a moment a per-
sonage stood before me gurrounded with a gE::ry
vet greater than that with which I waee already
surrounded. This me:senger proclaimed himself
to be an anghl of God, sent to bring the joyful
tidings that the covenant which God made with
ancient Israel was at hand to be fulfilled, that the
preparatory work for the second coming of the

Messiah was speedily to commence; that the
time was at hand for the gospel in all its fulness
to be preached in power, unto all nations that o
people might be Empmd for the Millenuial reign.
1 was informed that | wus chosen to be an instru-
ment in the bands of God to bring 2bout some of
Lis purpeses in this glorious dispensation.

I was also informed concerning the sboriginal
inhabitants of this country and shown who they

on this continent. The angel appeared to me
three times the same night aud uniolded the same
things. After having received many visits from
the angels of God unfolding the majesty and glory
of the events that should tiansgpire in the last
davs, on the morning of the 22d of September,
A.D. 1827, the angel of the Lord delivered the
records into my hauds. B | ,
These records were engraven on plates which
had the appearance of gold, eaeh ;. late was six
inches wide and eight inches long, and not quite
so thick as common tin. They were filled with
engravings, in Egyptian charscters, and bound
together in a volume us the leaves of a book, with
three rings ruun ng through the whole, = The
volume was something near six inches in thick-
ness, a part of which was sealed. The characters
ou the unsesled purt were smull, and besutifully
engraved. The whole book exhibited many marks
of antiquity in its construetign, and much skiil in
the art of engraving. With the records was
found a curious instrument which the ancients
called “ Urim and Thumup im,’ which eonsisted
of two transparent stones get in the rim of u how
fustened to a breast plate.  Through the medium
of the Urim and Thummim I trauslated the re-
cord by the gift and power of God. |
In this important and interesting book the
history of ancient Ameri¢a is unfolded, from ils
first gettlement by a celony that eame fiom the
Tower of Babel, at the ¢confusion of languages 10
the beginning of the fifth century of the Chris'ian
Era. We are informed by thesa records thut
America in ancient times had been ‘inhabited by
two distinct races of people. The first were
ealled Jaredites, - and came directly’ from the
Tower ol Babel. The seco.d race came directly
from the city of Jerusilem, about six handred
years before Christ. They were prineipally Is-
raelites, of the descendants of Joseph. ‘T'he Jure-
dites were destroyed abotitithe time ‘that the
Israelites came from Jerusalem, who succeeded
them in the inheritance of the country. The
principal nation of the seecond race fell in bat'le
towards the close of the fourth century. The
remnant are the Indians that now'inhabit tlis
country. This book also tells us that our Savior
made his appearance upon this continent after his
resurrection; that he planted the gospel here in
all its fulness, and richness, und power, and bless-
ing; that they had apostles, prophets, pustors,
teachers, and evangelists; the s¥me order, the
same priesthoed, the sameé ordinances, gifts,
powers, and blessings, ns were enjoyed on the
easlern continent, that the people were cut off in
consequence of their transgressions, that the lust
of their prophets who existed amhong them was
commanded to write an sbridgement of their pro-
phecies, history, &e., and to hide it up in the
earth, and that it should come forth and he united |
with the bible for the accomplishment of the pur-
poses of God in the last days. Fora more par-
ticular acconnt I would refer to the Book of Mor-
men, which ean be purchased at Nauvoo, or from
any of our traveling elders. ' Bt
As soon as the news of this discovery was
mane known, fulee reports, misrepresentution and
slander flew,as on the wings of the wind, in every
directions the' house was frequenily bLeset hy
mobs and evil desiguing persons, several times |
was shot at, and very narrowly escaped, and every
device was made useof to get the platés away from

tne; Lut the power and blessing of God attended

me, and seyeral began to believe my testimouy.
On the rixth of April 1830, the “ Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints” was first
organized in the town of Munchester, Ontario
county, State of New York. Some few were
called and ordained by the Spirit of revelation
and prophecy, and began to preach as the Spirit
give thein utterance, aud though weank, yet were
they strengthened by the power of God, and many |
were brought to repentance, were immersed in |
the walter, and were filled with the Holy Ghost
by the laying on of hands. They saw visions
and prophesied, devils were cast out, and the sick |
healed by the laying on of hands. From that
time the work rolled forth with astonishing rapid-
ity, and ehurches were soon formed in the States
of New York, Penusylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illi-
nois and Missouri; in the last named State a con-
siderable settlement was formed in Jackson coun-
ty : numbers joined the church and we were
increasing rapidly; we made large purchases of
land, our farms teemed withh plenty, and peace |
and lLappiness were enjoyed in our domestic
circle, and thronghout our neighborhood; but #s |
we could not associate with our neighbors who
were many of them of the bagest of men, and had
fled from the face of civilized society, to the fron-
tier country to escape the hand'of justice, in their
midnight. revels, their sabbath breaking, horse
racing ‘and gambling; they commenced at first
ridicule, then to persecute, and finally an organ- |
ized mob assembled and burned our houses, tarred
and feathered, and whipped many of our brethren,
and finally drove them from their habitations;
who, houseless and homeless, contrary to law,
justice, and humanity, had to wender on the bleak

were, and from whence they came; a brief sketeh | prairies till the children left the tracks of their
of their origin, progress, civilization, liws, gov- | blood on the prairie: this took place in the month

framents, of their righteousness and iniquity, and
the blessings of God beiag final'y withdrawn from
them as a people, was made known unto me: [
was also told where were deposited some plates
on which were engraven an abridgement of the
records of the ancient prophets that had existed

of November, and they had no other covering but
the canopy of heaven, i this inclement season of
the year; this proceeding was winked at by the
Governmenty and aithough we had warrantee
deeds for our land ,nnd had violated no law, we
could obtain no redress, |

all this zbuse and to seek homes where they could

themn b ing.deprived of the comforts of life, and
the necessary aflendances, died; many children
were left orphuns; wives, widows; and husbands,

by the mob, many thousauds of cattle, sheep,
horsis and hogs, were taken, and cur household
goods, store goods, and printing press and tyne
werd broken, tuken, or otherwise destroyed.
Many of our brethren removed to Clay, where
they coutintied until 1836, three years; there
wius no violence offered, but there were threat-
enings of violence. But in the summer of 1836

culled, resolutions were pussed, ven

essumed a feurful attitude, Jackson connty was a
sufficient precedent, and as the anthorities in that

county did not interfi re, they boasted that they
would not ‘i this; which on application to the
authorities we found to be too true, and after

we were gguin driven from our homes.

" We next séttled in Caldwell aud Daviess coun-
ties, where we made large and extensive settle-
ments, thinking to free ourselves from the power

men, women and children were driven from their |
owi firesides, and from lunds that they had war+ |
rantee deeds of, houseless, frivndless, and home- |
less (in the depths of wisler) to wander us exiles
on the earth, or to seek an asylum in a more geun-

Many sickened and died in cousequence of thu’
¢old snd hardships they had toendure; many wives
were left widows, and children orphans, and des-
titute, Tt would take more time than is allotted |
me here to describe the injustice, the wrongs, the |
murders. the blogdehed, the theft, misery and wee
that hus Leen caused by the barbarous, ivhumen |
and lawless proceedings of tne State of Missour:. |
In the situation before alluded to, we arrived in |
the Stute of Illinois. in 1839, where we found a
hospitable people and a friendly lioma; a pt‘-ﬂp!el
y the principles |
We have eommenced fo!

who were willing to be governed |,
of law and humanity.

build & city culled ** Nauveo™ in Hancock coun- |
{y. We number from six ta eight thousand here, |
besides vast numbers in the county around, and |
in ¥Imost every county of the State. We have a|
City Charter granted us, and a charter for u|
Legion, the troops of which now pumber 1500,
We bave also a charter for a University, for an|
Agriculiural and Manunfacturing society, huve our |

privileges that other free and enlightened citizens |
enjoy.

Perseculion hes not dtopped the progress of !
trath, but has ouly added fuel to the flame, it hus
spread wi'h increasing rapidity; proud of the

tem, amidst ealumny and reproach, have 1he!
elders of this Chureh gone forth. und planted the |

few of our missionaries were gent over, five thou- |
sand joined the Standard of Truth; there are
numbers now joining in every land.

the East I ndies, a |
truth has been eré®led: no unhallowed hand ean
stop the work from progressing, persecotions may |

swept every country, and sounded in every

and the great Jehovah shall say the work is done. |
we believe in God the eternal [ather, and in!
his son Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost.
We believe that men will be punished for their
own sins, and not for Adam’s transgression.

Christ sll mankind maysbe saved by obedience |
to the laws and ordinances of the gospel. :

We believe that these ordinances are 1st Faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ; 2id. Repentanee; 3rd.
Baptism by immersion for the remission of
sins; 4th. Laying on of hands for the gift of the
Holv Ghost. el

Wa believe that a man must be called of God

by ' prophecy and by laying on of bands' by

much violenee, privation, and loss of property, |

There were many sick, who were thus inhuman- | those who are in authority, to preach the gospel
ly driven from their housrs, and had to endure and administer in the ordinances thereof.

. We believe in the same organization that exist-

be found. The result was, that a great many of 'ed in the primitive ehurch, namely, apostles, pro-

phets, pastors, teachers, evangelists, Sue.
. We believe in the gilt of tongues, prophecy,
revelation, wvisions, heusling, interpretation , of

widowers; our furms were taken po-session of tongues, &e.

We believe the Bihle to be the word of God as
Mfar as it is translated correctly; we also believe
the Book of Mormen te he the word of God.

- We believe all that God has revealed, all that
he does now reveal, and we believe that he will

' yet reveal many great and important things per-

ining to the kingdom of God. .

- . We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and

these threatenings begun to assume a8 more seri- (in the restoration of the, ten Tribes. That Zion
ous form; from threats, pullic meetings were | will be built upon this eontinent. That Christ

: eatice and | will reign persoually upon the earth, and that the
destruetion were threatened, and ug'aira aguin  earth will be renewed aud receive its paradisiacal

.g]

iGnd according to the dictates of our own con-
 science, and allow men thesame  privilege, let
them worship how, where, or what they may.

OXYs.. i |
‘ee cla,m the privilege of worshiping almighty

We belicve in being subject to kings, presi-
dents, rulers and magistrates, in obeying, honor-
'iu;{und sustaining the law.

'V’

e Ybelieve in, being honest, true, chaste, be-

‘nevolent, virtuous, and in doing good to all men;
of oppression, by settling in new counties, with |indeed we may say that we follow the admouition
very few inhabitunts in them; but hers we were of Puul, *“ we believe all things, we hope ail
notallowed to'live in peace, but in 1838 we were | L
again attacked hy mobs, an exterminating order |
was issued by Governor Boggs, and under the |thing virtuous, lovely, or of good report, or praise-
sanction of law, an organized banditti ranged | woithy, we seek after these things.

through the country, robbed us of our cattle, |
sheep, Dorses, hogs, &ec., muny of our people
were murdered in cold blood, the chastity of our
women was violated, and we were forced to signi
away cur property at the poiut of the sword; and |
after enduring every indignity that could be heap- | the genera! business office, for County and State
ed upon us by an inhumun, ungodly baud of ma- | |
rauders, from twelve to filteen thonsand gouls, land town of Commerce, us the demaud wag ille-

things,"” we have endured many things, and hope
to be able to endure all things., 1f there j& any

Respectiully, &e. JOSEPH SMITI.

Wednesday, 2.—[ read the proot of the Times
and Seasons, as Editer for the first time, No. 9,
Vol. 3, in which is the commiencement of the
Book of Abrabam; paid taxes to Mr. Bagby, in

purposez, but refused to pay the taxes in ithe city

gal, there being no such pluce known in law, the
city und town of Cornmerce having been included
in the eity plat of Nuuvoo, but continned by our
enemies on the Tux list for tiie purpose ot getting
more money [rom the Swints; 1 cernmenced a

iul clime, and amovg a lees barbarcus people.  seitlement with Gilbert Granger on the estate of

his father Oliver Grapger; and continued in my
office till nine in the evening, havirg received a
visit from General Dudley of Connecticut.
Thursday, 3.—I attended council in the general
business coflice (over the store) at nive o'clock

..

In the afte: noon, continued the settlerment with
Giltert Granger, but finally failed to effect any
thing, except to get Néwel's nole. Granger re-
fusing to give up the pupers to me, which he had

received ot his futher, the same being eliurch pro-

perty, ulthough I presented hin deeds, mortgages
and paper to the wmonnt of some thousauds
agoinst bis father, more thun he had agsinst the
church.

I also wrote Iiram Barnev, Esq. of New York,
in renly to Lis letter of the 24th of Januoary, offer-
irg him_ one Jundred dollars per acre for his
twenty acres of land in this city, lying somew here
hetween the Hotchkiss purchuse on the north wnd
Galland purchnee on the south, or to take an

own laws and adiministrators, and possess all the | agency to sell the same.

Friduy, 4 —At my office exhibiting the Dook

(6f Abraliam jn the origiosl to Brather Reuben

Hedlogk, so that bhe might tike the size of the
several plates wr cuts, and prepare the blocks for
the Tiwjes and Sessons; and nlso gave instruction

cause which they have espoused, und conscicus!concerning the arrangement of the writing on the
of their invocence, and of the truth of their sys- | large cut, illustrating the principles of Astronemy,

with other ceneral busine«s.
Atltended city counc’l, and mowed * that when

gospel in almost every State in the Union; it has| property is sold at Sherifi’s, Marshal's, or Con-
penetrated our cities, it has spread over our villa- ) stulle’s sale, und r the ordinance of this City, the
ges, und has caused thousands of Jour intelligeut, | persons huving their properiy sold shull huve the
noble, and patriotic ctzens to obey its divine|privilege of redeeming the same, by paying the
mandates, and be governed by ils sacred truths. | principsl cost, and filteen per cent on privcipal,
It hus also epread into Eogland, Ireland, Scot- with cost aud cliarges, within thirty days after
land, and Wales; in the yedr of 1840, where a  sale.”

Saturday, 5 —Attended the city council, and

spoke at considerable length on the powers and
privileges of our city charter; umong other busi-

OQur missiounries are going forth to Aifferent | nessof importanes, the office of Registrar of Deeds
nations, and in Germany, Palestine, New Holland, | was established in the eity of Nanvoo, aud I was
other places, the standard of | ehosen Registrar by the e.ty council.

Sunday, 6.—I pr'eache_d.at Elder Orson Spen-

v |cer’s néar the Temple,

rage, mobs may conbine, armizs ma HFHEmhIP,E - Mondav, 7.—At the general Business office.
calumny may defame, but the truth of God will | Peter Melling the Patriarch from England hrought
go forth boldly, nobly and independent till it has | to the office, cash 813,3715, and clotihing $65 (rom
penetrated every continent, visited every clime, | Parley P. Pratt and Amos Fielding of Englund; I
ear, | transacted much general business, and wrote the
till the purposes of God shall be acecomplished, | Mayor, as follows:—

“ Editor’s Office, Nauvoo, I, March 7, 1842.
(e neral Bennett, Respected Brother=~—1I huve

!_jnst been perusing your correspondence with

Doctor Dyer on the subject of Americun slavery,

_ ‘and the students of the Quincy Mission Institute,
We Dbelieve that through the stonement of lundl it makes iny blood boil within me to reflect

upon the injustiea, eruelty, und oppression of the
rulers of the people—when will these things cesse
to be, and the Constitution and the Laws spain
bear rule? 1 fear for my beloved cou nlr}*—v:;mb,
violence, injustice, and ¢ uelty appear to }e ths
darling attributes of Missouri, and no mav. takasl
it te heart! O tempora! O mores! What think
you should be done? Your friend,

JOSEYH SMIT:»



