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artlieatthealthe request oeof mr JohnijohnlWentworth editor
andslid PropHetbr of the 11 chicago democrat I1

have written ing sketch of the I1 I1iselse pro-
gress persecution andaud fultlaithliTofbof dlethe latter day
saintssiaria ints of chichiwhich have theibe libnernonar under god
of being the founder mralle wentworth bayssays that
lie wishes to urnisfurnishli mr Bastow alfrienda friend of his
who is writing thetha history of new hampshire
with this document
aieraa mr bitow has taken the proper steps to

0obtain correct information all that I1 shallshail ask atht
his hanishands is that he publishisih the account entire

and without t on
1 1I was bornboris lalah the town ofor shron windsor

county vermont on the of december AD
1805 whenmen ten years old iny parents removed
tofor painipalmyra new york wkwhereereiewe resided about
fourbearsfour years and frothrom thence weve removed to the
town nfor manchester mymk father wilswas a farmer
and taught mere the art of husbandry cheh
about fourteenburfeen years ofbr aeeageage I1 began to reflect
upionuon the indirdimportance of being prepared for a fut
tirerire tatestate and upon inquiring tilethe plan ofor salva-
tion 1I1 found that there was a treatgreat clash IIIiliin relirell
gions sentiment if I1 wentwint to oie klofio cielyclely theythel
inferred inme to oileorie planplin and another to another
each one to his own partipattiparticularcularaular creed aas
trotho summum lonum of perfection considering
that all couldgourd not be rirightarlit and that god could
not be the author of so xmuchch coconfusion I1 deter-
mined to investigate the subject more fully be-
lieving that jagod had a chuich it would not bbe
splitspilt up intoinfo factions and that Jiff he taught onene
society lo10 worship one liivdav and administer inIII
one set of ordinances helie would nit teach another
principles which werevere opposed

believing the word ofor gobgod I1
1

I had confidence IIIiq
ththaa declaration of james ifir any man lack

k of goagos whiswho to allailal
men liberally audand not and it shall be
givenglyen him I1 retired to a secreseeresecret placetaclac inn a grove s

andard begaiibegan to call upon the lordlordtp 1 191 fervently
engages inhi inymy mind wasas iakickap
away from tiiethe objects with which I1 lasttas sn r
roundedroUnd eebrid and I1 wwasas en wrapped in a beavheavenlyhiyi

vision andiaand awiv two gloriogloriousbs personages who
exactly resembled each oherother in features andanuana tilelililike-
ness surrounded with Aa brillantbal lanttaut light which
e I1 d theelie runsun at noan day they tomtottol i me that
altall11 religious denoaenodenomiemihmib allons were believing in in-
correct doctrines and that none ofor them werecoillacknowledged ot god as Ishisd cchurchtire aladand kingdom
and I1 ivaswas expressly commanded to go not after
ilemliem 4 at the samebame time receiving a promisepromis that
theth fufalnessJn s of the gospel should at soriesomebome future
time ilebelle nidemade known untobuto me I1

on theae evening of the oSep ADA D
1623 axywhilsthila I1 was unto god and endea-
voring to exercise faithfulth in tilethe precious promises
ofor scripture on a sudden aat light like that ofor day I1

onlyduly off ait farfkr purer and morn glorious appearance
abid brightness burst intolatts thehie room indeed theelie

first sightight was as though tilethe 1oukehouseI was filled with
consuming fire the appearance produced a shockthockhock
that the whole body in a inocentinorno ment a per
anage stood before itierile surrounded with a glory

letyet greater than that withwilh which izilarI1 was already
surrounded this me proclaimed himself

1

idto be aann angel of god sent to bring thetiie joyful
tydings that the covenant which god made with
ancient israel waswag at hand lo10 be fulfilled that theilia
preparatory work for the second coming of the
esiahmessiahlleglah evasivaswas speedily to commence that illethe
time waswa at hand for the gospel IIIin all itsjt falness
ioto behe preached inin power unto all nations that aa

i people might bilebigebe preparedpared fortor tilethe millennial reign
I1 I1 waswag informed thatat I1 was chosen to be an insprufinstra

ment in the hands of god to bringbrills bout somesoine of
Us purposes inIti thisthia glorious dispensation

I1 was also informed concerning theelse iboraborVinal
inhabitants orthia country and shown who they
were and from whence they came a briebrief sketch
ofor their origin progress civilization taws eoreov

ernornornamentsrn ments ofbf their righteousness and iniquity y uundandnd
therha blessings ot01 god being hualafinaly withdrawn farm
tiemriem aa64 a iopeoplepl was mademada known unto me I1
watwa also toldtou where were deposited some pplatesplatealates

n which were engraversgravenen anali abridgementabridgement of tiiethe
records of tildtilthed afiancientclent prophets that had existed

on this continentdil tilethe angel appearappearededloto me
three times theilia same highlandaridalid unfolded the sameearne
things afterfter havingbaving receivedece ived many vasividiss from
tiletiietile angels of god unfolding the in and
of the events that Sshould callsCaliscalishirerire lriitsin tiletho latint
davdds on the coiningpopi iningorning af the sadU ol01 september
AD 1627 thetile angel of the lordlot delivered the
records into rpymy hands

thethese6 records were engraven on plate which
had the appearance of gold each I1 late was sixsix
inches ande and eight inches longiong and not quite

90soio90 thick as common tin they were filled with
engravings in egyptian characters and bound
together in a volume as tlethe leaves of a book iji ith
three ringstings11

runn ng through thetho whole the
volume was forriesomethingthing near six inches in thick-
nessile ss apart of which maswas sealed the characters
oilon theae unsealed parapart agre rsmailsmall audadd beautifully
engraveengraeddf thetle whole book exhibited manymans mark
of antiquity in i constructs andriachand skill in
theilia art ot eileriengravinggraving with the records was
found a purlouscurious instrument which lleilelie ancients
called and im whichhichi consisted
of two transparent atonesotonestones retfet inj tilethe rim of a howbow
dattfattlistlisl liednedded to aA brest plate tilthroughrough the medium
odtheof th arim bodand I1 translated the re-
cord by the gift anandl power of godcod

jnin this important and interesting book the
history of ancient america is unfolded from itsilsis
first settlement byaby d colony that camecamb fiflomorn the
tower of babel at tilethe condoncoffusfusonon of languageses to
lleiletilelie beginning odtheof the firth century of the Chrichristian
era we are informed by thesel records that
Americaamerica in ancient times hadbad been inhabited by
two distinct raceraces of people themie first were
called Jared ites and came directly from the
tower of babel the recordsecond raceraced camecarrie dirdindirectly
fromi the city of jerusalem about sixfix hildhildereddred
ears before christ they were I1is-

raelites
a

ra of thetile descendants of joseph theThelareiarejare
aites were destroyed abon tithe time that thetho
israelites camelcamei from wiloWHO succeeded
them in tiiellie inheritance of the country tilethe
principal nation odtheof the second raceraco fell in batiebat iele
towards thaiha close of tiietile fourth century the
remnant are the indians that aliis
country thams11 book alsoaiso tells us that our savior
madenismade hishig appearance upon continent after his
resurrection that he plantedted the gospel here hiliauiiii
all its falnessful ness and richness and power and bless-
ing that they had apostlesties prophets pastors
teachers and evangelists the same onderorder the
same priesthoodpriest loodyhoodyi thetho barildramesame ordinances liftsgifts
powers0 v erserb and blessings aaa wereivere enjoyed on therimasterntern continent that the people vetewere cut off in
consequence of their transgressions that thetile libb
0 their propprophetsliets who existed among them was
cocommandednin to write anhit of their pro-
pheciesphecies IIhistorystory ae and to16 hidebide it uptip in tiiethe
earth and that it should combcomacome forth and be united
withnith ithehe bible for the accomplishment of the pupur-
poses

r
of god in tilailia last dasdab fordforfors d more par-

ticular account I1 would refer to the book of 1mor-
mon

ilot
which can be purchasedhagedhakea or fromfroth

any of our traveling elderseiders
As soon eshs thetho newts of thistills discovery nvwasas

maiemane known false reportreportss misrepresentationp resent atioatlo it audaldaad
ianderslander flewheweslusiuslis on the wingsefti 4s of the wind in edityevery

direction the lionso was frequently beset by
mobsmas and persons reveralseveral times I1
wasnas6 shot at andind veryery narrowly escaescapedd andind every
devicedevicewaswas made mie of totb get the plates away from
anfnme luttut thetho power and bleiblessingstogslog of god
me and several benanberan tofo believe my testimony

on the mthfilth of april 1830 thetile 41 church of
jesusjeskis Clchristirist of latteriatter day saints wiswas first
organized in the town ftof manchester OlIollontariotArlotario
county state of new york0 rk some few wereverpverg
called and ardaine by theh ll11 spirit of revelation

onandd began to preach as the spirit
give theinthem utterancece and though weakweek yetet weraweriwerewerm
thethey strengthened by the powerlower orgof god60 and many
weewere brought to repentance were immersed in
the water and were filled with the holy ghost
by the layinglay ing on of handsbands they sitsilsaw visions
and prophesied devilsderlis were cast out and the sick
healedheated byir the laanglaying oilon of hardsbards Fbroin that
time the work rolled forth with astonishing rapid-
ity and churchurchescliesciles were soon formed itin the states
cornew york pennsylvania ohioobio indiana illilih

and missouri in the last named state a con-
siderablesid erable settlement wilswas formed inIII jackson counconn
tty t niinitnumbers joined the church and wee were
increasing rapidly we madedade large purchases of
land our barms teamed with plenty and peaceaiace
and happiness were enjoyed in our domestic
circle and throughout olarour neighborhood but as
we could not associate with our neighbors who
were many oldhem of the safest of men and had
fledfid from the face of civilized society to the fron-
tier country to escape the hanhandocof justice in their
midnight revels their sabbatsabbathli breaking horse
racing tandsandand gambling they commenced at first
ridicule then to persecute endand finally an organ-
ized mob assembled and burned our houseslioiio uses tarred
and feathered and whippedpped many of our brethren
and finally drove thein from their habitationhabitations
who lioilohouselessuseless and homeless contrary to0o law
justice and immunityhumaiutyuly had to wander on the bleak
prairies till the childrenchi dri left the tracks of their
blood on the prairie this took place in the month
of november and heythey had no other covering but
thedie canopy of heaven ialar this inclement season of
the year this proceeding was winked at by heilia
government and although we had warrantee
dees for our land pdad hadbad violated no irwi weve
could obtain no redress

there were many sick wiiowilowb were thusathus inhuman-
ly driven fromfroni theintheir housshouses and had to eudoreendure
all this abuse anaan totp seek horborhomesliles whereahe I 6 they could
bobe found thetile result was that a gratgreat many of
themIllein ll of tilethe comforts of life and
tilethe necessary attendancesas died many children
wirewere leftlele orp lians wives and husbands

1

widowicowetswetswels our farens were taken possession afpf
by tilethe mob macjmany 11 of cattle heepsheep
horats andnd hogs werewireere talantaken and cur
goods storstore good and illeriliev press arltalltand typetydd
wewtwertweri broken taken or otherwise destrodestri

many of our brethren kemotemoremovedd to clyaljy where
they continuedbiedlied until 18361826 three yearsears there
was no violence d but ivelehere werelv ra threat
ekings bt0 violence but initi the summer ofot J
tiletiiethesese began to asuaaumesu a more nyser I1

onsotis form fieni threadsth reAlsregis public meetings were
called were assedp isad venyenvengeanceance and
destruction werewire threatened andaudil affers gaindainabdiu
essumedait ferrillferher tillfill allilu de jackjaclsonsvii concoucountylity IVwasas a1
sufficient piecedprecedentii t allalianddasas thhea au tl lorlot tile IIIliiin thatthit
aducountyI1 ty did noinotnot I1 terf reto they beasteboasted that they
would not liiill illisthis whblikhit on

1

application to the
authorities we found to e too true and atteracter
much violence privation I1 and losstoss of property

i
ty

weve weewere ogdin drivelveu from our lioihomeneeneg
vewe netneit settled inIII clattalel and dddaviesstiegsI1 counoun

flesilea where wewa madenad I1largelargoarga aand4 extensive gettlesettle
thithinkingliking to free 6ourselvesurselves from tlthee power

oe opoppression by sellsettling itiq liewllewnew counti
1

ep etli

verivery few in them but lierllereree we were
01utol allowed coliveto live in peace but iniii 1838 weTe ivereVereverb
naaenlahi attacked byhy mobsmois an extermination order
was issued badoverby dovergovernoror borrbogg andund uhlerudder the

on bi01 law apri organized llandliandii ranged
through the country robbedrobbed UJus 0of 0ourounur cattle
sheep horsesborses hogs acca inmahymanyY 0 ourounr people
iwereV er8 murmurderedderedinhi bloedt I1the chastity of our
njmenwomen was io and wewl were forced to sign
away cair property at the point of the fprd audand
after enduring

1
everyevery indigoindignityindiguityilsily that couldcoula hebe heapleap-

ed usits by anari i ungodly baridbai of ma-
rauders

ma-
rara iromfrom twelve to feitsenfeleeneileen tho it

I1saudsand soulssoul
melimeilmen irineu anandd children avrewyre dcrivenriven from their
own fi resides andaid fromfront lands that theyheyhadpadbadhad war4

rantrantee deeds pfaf
1

houselessb 0 u seles friendlessfrie n d less andarid home
less in the depths of to wanderwiilider as exiles
onoil the earthsoorr to seek an asylum inhi a moreen
ajlat climclime andaria among a lets babarbarousbaroukbarous people
many sickened and died in consequence of thetha
auld and hardships they had many 0

were left widowmidowiand childrencL ildren orporphanslians anddessand des
it wwouldouid takelaketak more rileime than jsis allotted

meine lieilelleherere into describede cribe the injustice the wrongs tiietilethetthee
murders thehe bloodshed the theft misery and wee
thatthit liisilis been caucauseds ed hyby the barbbarbarousarousaZous inhuman
and dawlesslawless proceed inea state of missouriou ri

11ahe situation beforebeaure allailalludedbiedbled to6 wee arrived laIII
iiailaliefile state of illinois in 1839 where aund a
hospitable people and a i people
whoiho were illingwillingi to be governed hyliy he princprinciplesI1

ofor law abd humanity weiva havebave commenced to10
wildsbuild a city called nauvanauvoo in11 mrlemileII ancockock coun-
ty weve humber fromfroin six Q eight m itnd4 lieliereTre
besides bastvast litimbersnumbers I1 11 tstrietilef cocountytinty aarounrounddanda pd
I1in elmost eveveryery countcountrcounty of theillefile stafe weave have a
city charter giantel tiliiin andad a charter for a
legion tilethe troops of which nownoi number moaMOM
we have also a chartercharler folfat a Univeelteit for an
A and society have oui
own laws and and possess all thethateiei
privileges that oilier free ard entenlightened CIcitizens
enjoy

persecution has not tippedlopped theelse progress of
truruththy but has only added fuel lothelathe fume it lihsws
spread wihwill increasingriertiereasing rapidity proud of tilethe
causelause which they havehavo espoused
of their innocencecence and of the truth of their sys-
tem amidst calumny and reproach have aheeifle

elderelders of elihi ponagone forth undand planted the
gospel in almost every state in thetiie unionallion it hash is
penetrated our cities it has spread over ourbut vitavilavi la
ge undand has caused thousands olourof ounour intelligent
noble and patriotic ctc t zens to obey its divine
mandates andalid iele governed by its sacred truthstruth4

it has atsoalso spread inointoido eneengenglandI1 and ireland scot-
land andrind wales in the year of 1840 where a
fewrew ofor our missionaries were senttent over five thou-
sand joined thetha standard ofor truth there are
numbers now join frig inin every land

our mimissionaries are going forth to ilifgerentferent
nations and in germany palestine new holland
the east indies apand other plclacelplacesacel the standard of
ruthtruth has been eretedsed no unhallowed hand canban

stop the work from progressing persecutions mavmaymay
rage mobs may combineconbine armis may
calumny may defame but the truth of god will
go forth boldly nobly and independent till it haslus
penetrated every continent visited every clime
swept every coucodcountry and sounded iliq every ear
till the purpurposesokes of god shall be accomplished
and the great jehovah shaistu 1 l say the work li done 1

vewe believe in god the eternal father and in
highis sonpon jesus christ and in the holy ghost

we believe that men will be punished for their
own sinsins audand not for adams transgression

we bellove that through the atonement ffrf
christ hlbl mankind maybe revived by obedienceobedi encoenca
to the daivs and ordinances of the gospel

we believe that these ordinaordinancestires areara faith
in the lord jesus christ 2ndend repentance 3rdard
baptism by immersionlm merionmerlon for thetho remission of
sirussaig 41athh laylayinging anon

1
of handsbands for the gift of the

litnolyholy ghosthost 1

we bellevbelieve tiiatbt1 l a man must be cuedc of god
by 4 krophprophecyey andard bylaby layingillig onn of bands8 by

ilioahoe inin prea gospel
I1 and adm nister inIII the ordinances thereof

1Iwe beffe e 1I thelamthepami o
ed in the primitive churchurchch namely apostles pro-
phet i pastorspas torslors teachers evangelisevangeliststsi ac

we beleve iuin tilethe gift of tongues prophecy
revelation visionsi healing interpretation n of
totonguese a ac

1wuwee bellevebelievebielie ve ththe bible to be tiletiie word of god as
far as it lsisis14 translated correctly we alsoalsol believebelleve
the book of tatabetahe the hordofword of Ggodod

I1 we believe all that god hasbas revealed allail piatplat
ilehe does now reveal aydard wewe belevebebelievebelleveleve that he willmill
yetet reveal mamany1 ggreatrg aandd inpontaut things per
toltoi tsing to the kkingdomd 9afpf Ggudgodcidlid

i i i
vee heliesliehlreheve

1

p in ghefhe literal gathering of Isisraeraelandand
in the nestori Uon of the jenten tribes that zionzon
billbevilivill be builtdulit upon alis continent that christ
wwill reignn persopersonallyu allyaily upon the earth and that tilethe
earth vill be renewed and receive its paradisiacal
fayfriarysrifridryory

WliveTiYe iamlamdpn ttheit privilegelege of worshiping almighty
god accordaccordinghig ioto tile didictateclates of0 our own con
arlic and allowaloaio menmenthelthelthe j same p 1 jetet
them worshipwibwitilowjiow where or what heythey may

we believebelleve in being subject to kings predl
dantsi rulers and magistrates in obeying honor-
ingluging and thellie law ojwe believebellev u beingeing lionilondionestli onestest true chasteneA

virtuousV and illin doing good to all mcpmen
indeed wo may faylayy i a follow thetha admonition
of lullluly 11 weme believe hilall things xwe hope all
itbingshinss we havehavi endured nanymany things and hope
lo100 o flbe able to endure ailall things if herethere iqbanyany
thing virtuous lovely or of good rereportportoror praise
wol hy we seeaeekafterkarter these thingsthin I1

respectfully ac jospph SMITH
wedwednesday 212 I1 radread the proof of thetho times

andana seasons6sans as editor fortor the girstfirst time nonog 5
volyol 3 in whichwilch isij the conniercommencementsc of theibe
book ofalbrahamabraham paid taxes to mrdir digbybigby in
the reigeigeneralleral businessPubusinesssiness office for Countcountyyandand state
purposer but refused to paypas theibe taxesfaxes in jiglie city
anandd town of commerce asits the demand wasas ille
eafaal llaliatherethenerv beingwag no such puce known in lawluw thothe
city aidald town ol011 Commercommercepelpei hasinghaving betibelibeen included
in tiloeliotle city patplat ofor nauvoo butbilt continued by oiinounour
enenemiesenties oilon lleilethelie tuxtax lit for tlethe purposeimpose otof getting
mamore moneymono from thellie saints I1 commenced a
settlementement with gilbertilbert grgrangeranger oilon theiha estate of
hisnis father oliveroler granger and continued 1 n my
ofsha tilltil nine init the evening having recreceivedelved

I1 a
vilt from general dudley cafof connecticut i

thurthursdayaday 31335 I1 attended council lathelithe general
buslbusibusinessness oellofficelckwbk ovelaveiover tilethe store at niueulue
am

iiifitn thetho arte noon cocontinuediialit elietile
GIit L er 1 GA gerget but ginifinifenilyly faede to cfcecectanyany
tiling except to get newels nolehole granger re-
fusing to give up the paperpapers to ine which lielleliehanbadhad

received akothisbisbig father tiiellie same beinbelvbeing chiichilchurchca proero
perypersper althaith ghiahl prebanted hilthiss deeds mortgagesmort giges
and paperlaper to tle Ibolint of soopieopioM iliouitous tudaiuda
agonist

po
IIIliilnaina hatfatfatherhr mabre thanihan he lladhad againstagalast thetho

fi
1

T alalassoso wroteate
I1

hiram barne esq dor novyNoVtnew yorkriiril
II11 reply kojis letter ofor tiletha 2401 of january oner
ing liimhim ignerno adrea dollars rierp er crecorcre for asirhs
twenty aeresadrea of andand in this lying some laltji r
betweenbeliveen theuhe burchliasease oilon thetile north and
gallandgallaud on theilia south or to ideetake antit
agency to sell the sarwesame 1 1

friday 4 41t my otofficece g taztie noodootoo1 01

ofdf abraham 1jnn tileillehe original 0too arother reubenreu en
c E 0 might tilethe size off the

sevserseveralralrai dlaplaplatesPs mrrccutnandand prepare blocks for
thothe timestj 14 and seasonss and also gavepave instruction
concerning tilethe orthe writing OH tapthe
large cut g the f olaiof astronomy
Ntilaliith oherllerilerlier general lubusinsillescs

attended citycl councecoonc 1
l attl moved 11 aliat when

Ispropertyiolpolrolwittywirty i sodsoldgod at sheriffs orr cloiciol
fc lable sailsallsa und r iliethe ordinance ol01 this city elie

lersonpersonsIerson4 their properly sold atall havellave iboilo
brivilfae of0 redeeming tilethe samerame by paying thtil 4

1 ioli1111 l cost and fateen pevtr cent unuri principal1
wit cost and charges withinVit lIILI thirty gaysdays atteralter
sale

saturday 5 7batteattended the city council aliallia
spoke at considerable length on thehie powers and
pariparlaariaarlprivilegesleges olourof onnoun city charter among other fusiualusi
lessofness of importance tilethe office or registrar a
was establishedestablisheulekl in tilethe rityoltyty orneaafpf nauvooexoo aridiandiandl waaA 1

chansen registrar by the acty council t 1

sunday 6 I1 preachedtedl t eldenelderelder orson
cers near dledie temple

moedaMon daidaV 7gat at hothe generaledereneral b u ss erfil olidir

peterrefer patr from england brought
to the office cashcarh 1337 14 andaud 65 froni
parley P pratt and aniosamos FjeIdingfielding of englandglandgiand I1
transacted much generalbeneral business and wrote ttthetho
mayor as follows

11 elito s office nauvoo INill march 7 184212
Ggenerale nei I1benEenbennettennettnett respected brother I have

just been perusing our correspondence with
doddoodoctortor dyerdver onoil thothe subject of american slavery
and the of the quincy Missimissionolloil e
armaim it makes myiny blood boil within me to reflect
spoil thetha Injo crucrueltyeltyolty and oppression of the
rulers ofleof people when will these ceaseceabe
lo10 be and thetile constitution and the laws painelain
bearbar rule I1 fear for my beloved country inohmob
violence and caveltyc nelty appear to he6 tip
darling attributes of missourimismii gouri and no manmap taku
it to beartheart 0 tempos 0 mores mat wa lilill
youyoa shouldshoud bete done your arbfriendnd

joseah 9 iii11 i


