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ly blight on individuals, and it would
have the same effect on a community, if |
they fell into it. But while tlg‘feoi-le

remain Latter-day Saintsand steadfastly
pursue the path in which they have trod
for the past forty years, they cannot re- I

main unnoticed. However modest and
unassuming they may be, their works
will give them fame.

The Republican assumes two things:

first, the inhabitants of Salt Lake ur&'

not going toabandon the central feature
of their social system under compul-
sion; and second, they do not intend to
fight. Ifthe Cullom Bill ghould, there.
fore, be carried to its logieal conclusion,
there isonly the alternative of volun-
tary expatriation, it thinks, left On
this J)oiut we give the Jiepublican’s own
Woras:

For the easy accomplishment of this tde
sIEn Mexico offers every desirable facili y.
The journey from Utah to that republic is
eomparatively short and could be made
without the one hundredth part of the
danger and suffering endured by the Mor-
mon pioneers in their memorable pilgrim-

from the Mississippi to their present
abode; and once arrived they would
be amply rewarded for the transit.
The soil, climate and the vast mineral
resources of Mexico are too well
known to require comment; nothing but
iuduat:g, energy and capital are needed to
make the ancient realm of the Aztecs an
earthly paradise, and these elements the
Mormons will bring with them. The
ehronic anarchy which prevails there
would have no unfavorable effect upon the
emigrants, from the fact that they will go
in such large numbers as to form a com-
munity of their own, not unH self-support-
ing but mlf-gmtmtiug, and, in case the
emergenoy should arise, Young could
muster an army utmn%anuugh to eweep
she oountry from the Rio Grande to the
frontiers of California. But tbere is little
danger of any trouble, The Juarez gov-
ernment would willingly cede lands to a
brave and industrious people who only
ask to be let alone, and whose perse-
safions by the United  States
will natarally lead them +to re-
sist to the last extremity that absorption
into the Federal Union which the Mex-
jiean leaders so much dread. What that
igion would become in fifty years, with
an infusion of two or three hundred thou-
#and Anglo-Saxons, who have already
the barren valley of Salt Lake
into a fruitful rden, and achieved
in the language of Mr, Seward, ‘‘a marve
of civilization,” we leave our readers toim-
agine, Certain it is, however, that Mexico
opens a door of escape for the Mormons,
and through that door they will surely go
if our government is insane enongh to at-
t-eagt their conversion by the Cullom
method.

: i
PRESIDENT SHITH ON POLYGAMY.

At the Tabernacle, in the morning
Elder N, H, Felt occupied a portion of the
time in relating his experience during his
mission in the East, from which he has just
returned.

He was followed by President George A.
Smith, who briefly described the organiza-
tion of the Church, the early history of the
‘Church, the drivings, privations of the
Saints and their settlement and progress in
Lhese valleys.

EReferring to the repugnance the world

Pprofesses to entertain for polygamy, Presi-
 Bumith said: Y i 3
There is one doctrine, however, that the
Latter-day Saints bave that there are objec-
&ions made to. I believe we are all right
with the exception of one principle, that is,
pretty much right with the wurll()l. I know
that when our folks were driven from Jack-
800 county, Mo., by the mob, in 1833, one
of the princi chnr$ gainat us was that
we anoin the si th bholy oil and
iaid hands on them: that was declared to be
basphemy. Buf I believe that our Chris-
tisa friends have got so that many of them
are willing that we should do that, without
the least objection in the world., But the
great and terrible objection now is that the
“Mormons’’ believe in a plurality of wives
under certain circumstances. That is the
great objection now, and the nation being
wanfirely moral, every man being strictly in
wbedience to the laws of monogamy; and
every woman in the nation strictly u{men-
ing her vows; and the city of Washington be-
dmg a place of true purity(?) why the idea of
the people of Utah believing in a plarality
of wives produces a horrible sensation and
an awful stink,
Now the misfortune in relation to us is
that we believe the Bible,—that good old
sacred book. And we notonly believe the

Old Testament but the New, as well |

s ihe revelations which have been
given through Joseph Smith in the
present age.  We do not practice plurality

@I wives because the ancients did; but thaj

circumstances under which we are placed
and the revelations which God has given
{0 13 a5 & people make it necessary, it is
required ‘'of us under eertain circnmstances,
If ‘every man in the United Siates will
five strictly acecording to his vows, and
step forward and marry every woman that
Wanis to marry in the United States,we are
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willing to do the same; and if there is a
few women left that can’t get husbands we
will give them to the best men we can find,
and it will be all right. We are perfectly
willing to arrange it in this way. But as
long as half the men refuse to marry at all, |
and half the women, for want of a suitable
opportunity, are compelled to livein single
blessedness, in open violation of the com-
mand of God to the human family to multi-
ply and replenish the earth, we claim the
privilege of having more than one wife,
and we think we have good examples, For
instance, our Father Jacob, the man who
wrestled with God,whose name God chang-
ed from Jacob to Israel, and who was

REMARKEKS

By President GEORGE A. SMITH,
delivered in the New Tabernacle, Salt
Lake City, May 5th, 1870,

[REPORTED BY DAVID W, EVANS.] '

It is a great pleasure to meet with the
brethren again in Conference, and it is
certainly very gratifying to see the people
80 comfortably seated, with a E}rlspect. of
enjoying the benefits and blessings of the
Conference; even should the elements not

made by God the father of many nations, | be favorable we have a shelter and a shade.

had four wives, Was God displeased with
that man for it? Certainly not, for it is re-
corded.by the Apostle John that the names
of his twelve sons,—the sons of four wives,
the sons of a polygamist, are inscribed on
the gates of the New Jerusalem. How are
we going to get in there without acknow-
ledging polygamy? A man says “I will

not go where a polygamist goes.” If so
you must not pass these gates, you must
stop outside,

But must every man get a plurality of
wives? I do not think there is an oppor-
tunity: we are not all good looking; but
every woman on the face of the earth
should bhave a chance to marry. Andifa
portion of the men are too corrupt, wicked,
selfish and full of hell to perform the duty
of husband and father it should notdeprive
woman oOf tbe opportunity of filling the
measure of her creation. That is what I
have to say on the subject.

““We think it is immoral”’ say some. I
do not think itis. I think the system en-
forced upon the Christian world by ancient
Rome laid the foundation of degradation
and immorality that the Christian system
would have avoided if it had not been for
the institution of monogomy. That is my
impression about it.- And when you pass
a iaw that enforces such a system you go
astray.

Some will compare the system of plural
marriage as practiced in Utah with the
bigamy of different States. That is to say
& man marries two wives clandestinely,
deceiving them, in violation of law, in vio-
lation of custom and in violation of his
honor. Iam of the opinion that it is dif-
ficult to commit a higher crime than this.
If a man havea plurality of wives itshould
be in accordance with the law of God and
the wishes of his family, and the associa-
tion should be agreeable and natural,

It is not my intention, of course, to say
a great deal on this auhjact; but as this is

a great point, I wish our Christian friends
to understand that the Savior descended
from David,— David the polygamist. I
wish them to understand that He des-
cended from the House of Jacob, the polyg-
amist. I wish them to understand that if
they ever get into Abraham’s bosom the
get to the bosom of a polygamist, I wi
them also to understand that if they ever
enter the gates of the New Jerusalem they
will have to pass by gates where the names
of the twelve sons of Jacob the polygamist
are recorded; and if they are offensive and
disagreeable to them they are expected to
stay outside, and that when they fight
against these things they fight against light
and knowledge.

““But,’”’ says one, ““does not the New Tes-
tament condemn polygamy?”’ Where? In
what place? In what definite passage? I
have not been able to find it. In the days
of the Savior, plurality of wives was a cas-
tom among the Jews to a certain extent.
Josephus says that King Herod had several
wives., Now, ifthe Savior bad been dis-
posed to do away with this and to introduce
a new system, aow easy he could have done
it among His followers, by simply saying
80 in plain words. He said “‘you shall not
commit adultery.”” He discountenanced
divorces, and proclaimed in the loudestand
most positive terms against all sins, but
what did He say about pluralitv? Not a
syllable. How easy it would have been for
Him to say to His disciples, *“You must
have but one wife,”” But He never ssid it,

“But,” ufv:l one, “‘didn’t the Apostle Panl
say that a bishop should be the husband of
one wife?” I remewber when Elias Smith
was elected bishop of the stake of Zion in
Iowa, a grave objection was raised in the
conference. Said they, ““a bishop should be
the husband of one wife,” but he had none,
and ﬂlﬁ{ admitted him on the ground that
he would get married pretty soon. Now
suppose he had had two wives, under the
law of God, would it have been any objec-
tion? Not the least. I understand Paul to
mean that a bishop should be a married
man, without reference to the number of
his wives,

My faith on this subject is that if the laws
of Great Britaia and the laws of the United
States were made to correspond with the
laws of God on this subject thatnine-tenths
of the prostitution, infanticide, bastard
and corruption now in existence, would be
done away in fifty years by a simple
change of institutions, This is my faith
and I have a right to believe it and at the |
same time 1 have a right to be a citizen of
the United States, This Bible must be
burnt, annihilated, repealed or deeclared
worthless, and everybody become infidel or
;t::ntéuumua of plurality of wives has got to

|

May the peace of God ba upon you and
all Israel, is my prayer, in the name of
Jesus, Amen.

In the afternoon, President D. H. Waells

oceupied the time, His divoourse was re-
ported.

It has been the fortune of the Latter-day
Saints never to stay in any place long
enough to build a house sufiiciently large
to hold the people; but with the blessing of
the Lord and the united efforts of the
brethren we have room sufficient to hold a
very large audience, though no doubt oceca-
sions will still occur when we shall cry out
“‘more room,” and probably before our
Conference closes, I think, however, that
we need not ask any of our brethren who
reside in this eity, as we have had to do, to
stay at home to make room for those who
may be in from a distance; all may come
and be accommodated, The acoustic prep-
erties of the Tabernacle are evidently im-
proved by the erection ol the gallery, and
if all who attend Conference will leave their
coughing at home, sit still while here and
omit shuffling their feet, they may have an
opportunity of hearing ‘Pratt.y much every-
thing that may be said. It will certainly
require, even when all these conditionsare
complied with, considerable effort to fill so
large a house with one voice, and that
effort must be met by a eorresponding
effort on the part cf the audience to pre-
serve perfect stillnesa,

It was forty years ago on the 6th of last
month since the organization of the Church
took place, in the chamber of Father Whit-
mer, in Fayette, Seneca county, New York,
with six members, The history of that
forty years would require volumes to re-
ocord. The institution, as it then commen-
ced, was in its infancy; yet the Lord re-
vealed to His servant that He had laid the
foundation of a great work; the truth of
that saying bas been realized by the pro-
gress of events. The changes that have
transpired in connection with this people
have been very remarkable., The work
commenced, by preaching faith in the Lord
Jesus, repentance and the ordinance of
baptism for the remission of sins, and the
laging on of hands for the gift of the Holy
Ghost, which was an innovation upon the
creeds and practices of every other religious
sect; 1 am not aware that any one denomi-
nation believed in and practiced all the
principles that were introduced at the or-
ganization ef this Church., The first three
of these principles were faith in the Lord
Jesus, repentance and baptism by immer-
sion for the remission of sins. The next
principle was the laying on of hands for the
reception of the Holy Ghost, precisely as
it was pointed out by the Savior and prac-
tised by His disciples in Judea.

There were denominations who believed
in baptism by immersion, but not for the
remission of sins, they believed that re-
mission of sins was necessary previous to
baptism; but they were ignorant of the
possibllity of the reception of the Holy
Ghost, and, consequently, of the doectrine
of the laying on of hands, The Church of
England, it is true, would confirm by the
laying on of the hand of the bishops, but
not for confirming the gift of the ﬁﬂly
Ghost on the heads of the believers; and
while all the professed believers in the doe-
trine of Christ had some portions or frag-
ments ot His gospel as revealed and es-
tablished by Him and His Apostles, it was
the church of Latter-day Saints which
introduced and established, complete, the
principles of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
repentance towards God, baptism for the
remission of sins, and the laying on of
hands for the giftof the Holy Ghost, These
principles were all im Igmrl::a:ﬂ:, and the mo-
ment the Bible was brought forth every-
body could find that they coincided exactly
with the principles set forth by the Savidr
and it required to be spirltualized and
changed to make it appear otherwise.
But the Christian world had gone astray
from these things, and when they were
restored they rejected them. There were,
however, honest persons inall of the de-
nominnti'nnu, and God has respect to every
man who is honest of heart and urpose,
though he may be deceived, and in error
as to principle and doctrine; yet so far as
that error is the result of their being de-
ceived by the cunning eraftiness of men, or
of circumstances over which such have no
control, the Lord in His abundant me
looks with allowance thereon, and in His

reat economy He has provided different

iy
y Elnrms and ordained that all persons shall

® judged according to the knowled
they possess and the uSe they make of thga.?;
knowled and according to the deeds
dr;unﬂ in the body, whether good or evil.
"And again, we saw the terrestrial world,
and behold and lo, these are they who are
of the terrestrial, whose glory ‘differ from
that of the church of the first born, who
have received the fullness of the Father,
even as that of the moon differs from that
Oof the sun in the firmament. Behold
these are they who died without law, and
also they who are the spirits of men kept
in prisen, whom the Son visited, and
preached the gospel nanto them, that they
might be judged acoerding to men in‘the
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flesh, who received not the testimony of
Jesus in the flesh, but afterwards received
it. These are they who are honorable men
of the earth, who were blinded by the
craftiness of men. These are they who re-
ceive of His glory, but not of His fallness.
These are they who receive of the presence
of the Son, but not of the fullnessof the
Father; wherefore they are bodies terres-
trial, and not bodies celestial, and differ in
%lnryas the moon differs from the sun.
hese are they who are not valiant in the
testimony of Jesus; wherefore they obtain

not the crown over the kingdom of ouy
God.”

In opening this Conference it would be
weil for us individually to ask ourselves,
Have we received the first principles of
the gospel of Christ, and have we con-
tinued in those principles which were first
taught unto us; or is it necessary for us
again to lay the foundation of repentance
from dead works? It isvery singular that
when the principles ofthe gospel, as I have
stated them, were presented to the different
sects, they were disposed to reject them
and to persecute those who preached them
in their fullness. Such, however, was the
fact, and it is owing to this that the Latter-
day Saints are now in the Great Basin of
the Rocky Mountains, in the heart of the
American continent, in the enjoyment of
political and religious liberty and freedom,
for which they have sacrificed, more per-

haps, than any other people on the face of

the earth. And we have the greatest rea-
son of all people to be thankfal to God for
these blessings.

Then iet us ask ourselves, Are we pre-
Ea.red for the great blessings which God has

estowed upon us? Are we living up to
our callings and magnifying the same?
Do we observe the duties which are im-
posed upon us by our holy religion? Or
are we foolish enough, while recegnizing
its truth, and professing to be Latter-day
Saints, to treat it with carelessn and
nagleot, and failing to live np to pur high
and holy ﬁ? |

From the earliest days of the preaching
of the gospel by Joseph Smith men were
tried and tempted and led asttay by false
spirits and doctrines of devils. e find at
the commencement of Joseph’s mission
that many who entered into covenant
turned away, and some became very bitter
enemies. It was necessary from the very
beginning that there should be a sifting,
for the Lord declared unto His people that
He would sift them as with a sieve. This
sifting had to eontinue, and hence, everv
time the Latter-day Saints were driven,
scattered or otherwise persecuted,it caused
those who could not abide in the faith to
pass quietly away, or to make their wick-
edness manifest unto the church and unto
the world. But while this was going on
the strenglh of Zion wasincreasing. It is
said, and I presume correectly, that Oliver
Cowdery remarked at one time to Joseph
Smith, “If I should apostatize and leave
the Church, the Church would be broken
u%.r" The answer of the Prophet was
“What and who are you? This isthe work
of God, and if you turn against it and
withdraw from it, it will still roll on and
you will not be missed.” It was not lon
until Oliver turned away, but the worE
continued. God raised up men from ob-
scurity to step forth and shoulder the bur-
dens, and it was hardly known when and
where he went. In about ten years he
came back #ﬁn, came before a local con-
ference at Mosquito Creek, Pottawatomie
Co., Iowa, October, 1848,and acknowledged
his faults. He boretestimony of the mis-
sion of the Prophet, Joseph Smith, and of
the truth of the Book of Mormon; he ex-
horted the Saints to follow the authority of
the Holy Priesthood which he assured
them was with the Twelve Apostles, He
said, “When the Saints follow the main
channel of the stream they find themselves
in deep water and always right, pursuing
their journey with safety; but when they
turned aside into sloughs and bayous, they
are left to flounder in the mud and are lost,
for t.lI:a AingeEftG&dh aai;i t:ll:to J mh in
my hearing tha esthood s -
e

ver @ leasure in -

ing this testimony to the lgrgut congrega-
tion of Saints he had ever seen together.
He was re-baptized and made arran
ments o ngﬁ to the ﬁﬁgnnttginv? but died
soon after,while on a to the |
in Missouri. ' _ pop—r's,

This circumstance shows how 1little God
depends upon man to carry on his work.
He does it by His own Eowar, His own
majesty, by His own mighty hand and for
the accomplishment of His own glorious
purposes.
It was thought and felt throughout the
the world, about the year 1544, that if Jo+
seph Smith, the Prephet, could be des-
troyed, that ‘would be the end of the
Latter-day Saints, Men conspired together
to shed his bloods they sought ocecasion
against him; they made him an offender
for a word; they swore falsely against him
and some who had been his friends tarned
traitors and conspired with the wicked and
shed his blood, It was geneially believed
by the enemies of the Saints that that was
the end of the work of the Lord. The pul-
pit resounded with thanks fo God thatthe
great arch-impostor, Joseph Smith, was
slain, The priests rejoieed over ‘Tt?' and
though .thére was a feeling, tolerabl
wide-spread, that it was barbarouns 10 kiﬁ
him, under the plighted faith of Illinois,
yet the general feeling was that it wasa
good thing that he wasdead. But God had

|a& wenk to perform, and it did mnetds-




