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ly blight on individuals and it would
have the same effect on a community if
they fell into it but while the people
remain latter day saints and steadfastly
pursue the path in which they have trod
for the past forty years they cannot re-
main unnoticed however modest and
unassuming they may be their works
will give them fame

the republican assumes two things
first the inhabitants of salt likolike are
not going to abandon the central feature
of their social system under compul-
sion and second they do not intend to
fight if the cullomauhorn billhill shoushouldid there-
fore be carried to its logical conclusion
there is only the alternative of volun-
tary expatriation it thinks left onoil
this point we give the 18 own
words

for the easy accomplishment of this ado
sign mexico offers every desirable faaili y
the journey from utah to that republic is
comparatively short and could be made
without the one hundredth part of the
danger and suffering endured by the mor-
mon pioneers in their memorablememorabie pilgrim-
age from the mississippi to their present
abode and once arrived they would
be amply rewarded for the transit
the soil climate and the vast mineral
resources of mexico are too well
known to require comment bothinothing

coffedbut
industry energy and capital are neneedede to
make the ancient realm of the aztecsazteca an
earthly paradise and these elements the
mormonscormons will bring with them the
clironicchronic anarchy which prevails there
would have no unfavorable effect upon the
emigrants from the fact that theyt ey will go
in such large numbernumberssasas to form aacomcom-
munity of their own not onlyoni self support
ing but self protecting anzantand inia case the

should arise young could
muster an army strong enough to
ghotho country from the biorio grande to the
frontiers of california but there is little
danger of any trouble the juarez gov-
ernment would willingly cedecode lands to a
brave and industrious people who only
ask to bobe let alone and whose perseperso
mentions by the united states
will naturally lead them to re-
sist to the last extremity that absorption
intolato the federal union which the mex-
icaneancan leaders so much dread what that
religion would become in fifty years with
anart infusion of two or three hundred thou-
sand anglo saxons who have already
changed thetha barren valley of salt lake
into a fruitful garden and achieved
inirl the language of mrair seward a marvel
ofor civilization we leave our reareadersers
azineagine certain it is however that mexico
opens a door of escape for the mormonscormonsMormons
and through that door they will surely ggo
if our government is insane enough to at-
tempt their conversion by the cullom
method

T SMITH as roltrolyPOLYGAMYgamyGAnY

at the tabernacle in the morning
elder N H felt occupied a portion of the
time in relating hisbis experience during hisbis
mission in the east from which he has just
returned

he was followed by president goorGeorgeorgegeALgeakA
smith who briefly described the 0organiza-
tion of the church the early history of the
church the drivings privations of the
saints and their settlement and progress in
thosethese valleys

referring to the repugnance the world
professes to entertain for polygamy
smith said

there is one doctrine however that the
latterzatter day saints have that there are objec-
tions made to I1 believebelleve we are all right
with the exception of one principle that is
pretty much right with the world I1 knowlenow
that when our folks were driven from jack-
son county mo by the mob in 1833 one
of the principal charges against us was that
we anointed the sick with holy oil and
laidladiad hands on them that was declared to be
basIsasblasphemyphemy but I1 believe that our chri-sula friends have got so that many of them
aro willing that we should do that without
the least objection in the world but the
beat and terrible objection now is that themormonscormonsMormons believe in a plurality of wives
under certain circumstances that is thegreat objection now and the nation being
entirely moral every man being strictly in
obedience to the laws of monogamy andevorylavery woman in the nation strictly observ-ing her TOWSvows and the city of washington be
lagzag a place of true purityUr why the idea of
thothe people of utah believing0 1 in a plurality
of wives produces a horrible sensation andan awful stink

sowkow the Inismisfortunefortune in relation to us isthatshat we believe the bible that good old
sacred book and we not only believe theold testament but the newnow as wellas the revelations which have beengiven through joseph smith in thepresent age we donotdo not practice pluralityof wives because the ancients did but thecircumstances under which wo are placedwdarid the revelations which god has giveneivenia anlla as 4 people make it necessary it isroqrequiredrequiredireddofor asuis under certain

man in thietilo united states wiltwilllive strictlyy according to his vows andstop forward and marry every woman thatwants to marrmarnmarryy in the united SStatetateswoswe are

willing to do the saniosanlesame and if there is a
few women left that cant get husbands we
will give them to the best men we can find
and it will be all right we are perfectly
willing to arrange it in this way butbat as
long as half the men refuse to marry at all
and half the women for want of a guibuisuitabletabletabie
opportunity are compelled to live in single
blessedness in open violation of the com-
mand ofgod to the human family to multi-
ply and replenish the earth we claim the
privilege of having more than one wife
and we think we have good examples for
instance our father jacob the manroan who
wrestled with God whose name god chang-
ed from jacob to israel and who was
made by god the father ofor many nations
bad four wives was god displeased with
that man for it certainly not for it isis rero
cord edby the apostle john that the names
of his twelve sons the sons offour wives
the sons ofa polygamist are inscribed on
the gates of the newnow jerusalem how are
we going to get in there without acknow-
ledging polygamy A man says 1I will
not go wherera a polygamist goes if so
you must not pass thesathosa gates youyon must
stop outside

but must every man get a plurality of
wives I1 do not think there is an oppor-
tunity we are not all good looking but
every woman on the face of the earth
should have a chance to marry and if a
portion of the men are too corrupt wicked
selfish and full of hell to perform the dutyut
of husband and father it should not deprive
woman of the opportunity of filling the
measure of her creation that is what I1
have to say on the subject

we think it is immoral say some I1
do not think it is I1 think the system en-
forced upon the christian world by ancient
rome laid thetho foundation of degradation
and immorality that the christian system
would have avoided if it had not been for
the institution of monogomy that is my
impression about it and when you pass
a law that enforces such a system you go
astray

some will compare the system of plural
marriage as practiced in utah with the
bigamy of different states that is to say
a man marries two wives clandestinely
deceiving them in violation of law in vio-
lation of custom and in violation of his
honorho nor iamlamI1 am of the opinion that itisit is dif-
ficult to commit a higher crime than this
if a man have a plurality of wives it should
be in accordance with the law of god and
the wishes of his family and the associa-
tion should be agreeable and natural

it is not my intention of course to say
a great deal on this subject but as this is
a great point I1 wish our christian friefriendsrids
to understand that the savior descended
from david david the polygamist I1
wish them to understand that he des-
cended from the house of jacob the polyg-
amist I1 wish them to understand that if
they ever get into abrahams bosom they
get to the bosom of a polygamist I1 wish
them also to understand that if they ever
eenter the gates of the new jerusalem they
will have to pass by gates where the names
of the twelve sons of jacob the polygamist
are recorded and if they are offensive and
disagreeable to them they are expected to
stay outside and that when they fight
against these things they fight against light
and knowledge

but says one does not the new test-
ament condemn polygamy where in
what place in what definite passage I1
have not been able to find it in the days
of the savior plurality of wives was a cus-
tom among the jews to a certain extent
jesepJosepjosephusliusilus says that king herod had several
wives nonoww if ththea savior had been dis-
posed to do away with this and to introduce
a new system now easy he could have done
it among his followerssallby simply saying
so in plain words he saidsald 46you shall not
commit adultery he discountenanced
divorces and proclaimed in the loudest andmost positive terms against all sins but
what did he say about pluralityplural ltv not a
syllable how easy it would have been for
him to say to his disciples you must
have but one wife but he never saidsald itbut says one the apostle paul
say that a bishop should be the husband ofone wife I1 remember when elias smithwas elected bishop of the stake of zion in
iowa a grave objection was raised in the
conference said they a bishop should be
the husband of one wife but he had none
and theychev admitted him on the ground thatthithe would get married pretty soon now
susupposeaposehehe hadbad hadbad two wives under thelawaw of Ggodod would it have been any oboobjec-
tion

ocnot the least I1 understand paulpau I1 to
meanaban that a bishop should be a marmarriedriedman without reference to the number ofhis wives

my faith on this subject is that if the laws
of great britain and the laws of the unitedstates were made to correspond with thelaws of god on thisthia subject that nine tenthsof the prostitution infanticide bastardy
and corruption now in existence would bedone away inI1 n fifty years by a simple
change of institutions this is my faithfuthand I1 have a right to believe it and at thesame time I1 have a right to be a citizen of
thetilo united states this bible must beburnt annihilated repealed or declared
worthless and everybody become infidel orthe doctrine ofplurality of wives has got to
stand

may tho peacepeace of goagoil babauconupon you andd
i

allalt israel is my prayer 1in the namaname ofjesus amen
in the afternoon president D H wellawellsoccupied the time illshia dimdiwaurga was re-ported
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delivered in the new tabernacle salt
lake city may ath 1870

REPORTED BY DAVID IV EVANS

it is a great pleasure to meet with the
brethren again iuin conference and it is
certainly very gratifying to see the people
so comfortably seated with a prospectpre of
enjoying the benefits and blessings of the
conference even should the elements not
be favorable we have a shelter and a shade
it has been the fortune of the latterlatten day
saints never to stay in any place long
enough to build a house sufficiently large
to hold the people but with the blessing of
the lord and the united efforts of the
brethren wowe have room sufficient to hold a
very large audience though no doubt occa-
sions will still occur when we shall cry out
more room and probably before our

conference closes I1 think however that
we need not ask any of our brethren who
reside in this city as wowe have had to do to
stay at home to make room for those who
maybemay be in from a distance all may come
and be accommodated the acoustic prop-
erties

pr wp
of the tabernacle are evidently im-

proved by the erection ot the gallery and
ifall who attend Conference will leave their
coughing at home sit still while here and
omit shuffling their feet they may have an
opportunity of hearing pretty much every-
thing that may be said it will certainly
require evenoven when all these conditions are
complied with considerable effort to fill so
large a house with one voice and that
effort must be met by a corresponding
effort on the part of the audience to pre-
serve perfect stillness

it was forty years ago on the ath of last
month since the organization of the church
took place in the chamber of father whit-
mer in fayettefayeayetteetto seneca county newnow york
with six membersmembers the history of that
forty years would require volumes to re-
cord the institution as it then commen-
ced was in its infancy yet the lord re-
vealed to his servant that he had laid the
foundation of a great work the truth of
that saying has been realized by the pro-
gress of events the changes that have
transpired in connection with this people
havehavoc been very remarkable the work
commenced by preaching faith in the lordjesus repentance and the ordinance of
baptism for the remission of sins and the
laying on of hands for the gift of the holy
Gghostost which was an innovation upon the
creeds and practices ofevery other religious
sect I1 am not aware that any one denomi-
nation

1

believed in and practiced all the
principles that were introduced at the or-
ganization of this church thothe first three
of these principles were faith in the lordjesus repentance and baptism by immer-
sion lor the remission of sins the next
principle was the laying on of hahandsrids for the
reception of the holy ghost precisely as
it was pointed out by the savior and
tided by his disciples in judea

there were denominations who believed
in baptism by immersion but not for theremission of sins they believed that re-
mission of sins was necessary previous to
baptism but they were ignorant of the
possibility of the reception of the holyghost and consequently of the doctrine
of the laying on of hands the church ofengland it is true would confirm by the
laying on of the hand of the bishops butnot for confirming the gift of the holyghost on the heads of the believers andwhile all the professed believers in the doc-trine of christ had some portions or frag-ments otof his gospel aaas revealed and es-
tablished by him and hlahia apostles it was
the church of latter day saints which
introduced and established complete theprinciples of faithfalth in the lord jesus christrepentance towards god baptism for theremission of sins and thetha laying on ofhands for the gift oiof the holy ghost theseprinciplesaples were all important and the mo-ment the bible was brought forth everevarevery-body could find that they coincided exacterexactly
with the principles set forth by the saviorsaveur0

and it required to be spiritualizedspiritualized andandchanged to make it appear otherwise
but the christian world had gone astray
from these things and when they were
restored they rejected them there were
however honest persons in all of the de-
nominations and god has respect to every
man who is honest of heart and purpose
though behe may be deceived and in erroras to principle and doctrine yetvet so far asthat error is the result oathirof their being de-ceived by the cunning craftiness of men orofcircumstances over which such have nocontrol the lord in hisilia abundant merwmercy
looks with allowance thereon and in hisgreat economy he has provided different
glories and ordained that all persons shall
be judged according to the knowledge

11
theyeuledgeMlpossessassess and the uleulous0 they make of thatknowledgen edge and according to the deedsdone

I1
in the body whether roodgood or evil

and again we saw the terrestrial worldand behold and lo10 these are they who argarearoof the terrestrial choss glory differ fromthat odtheof the church of the first born who
have received the fullness of the fathereven as that of the moon differs from thatof thetho sun in the firmament behold
chesethesa are they who died without law andandalsoaiso they who are thetha spirits of men keptin prison whom the son visited andpreached the gosgospelpea unto them that theymight bo judged to men inthe 1

flesh who received not the testimony ofjesus ioin the flesh but afterwards received
it these are they who are honorable men
of the earth who were blinded by the
craftiness of men these are they who re-
ceive of his glory but not of his fullness
these are they who receive of the presence
of the son but not of the fullness of thefather wherefore they are bodies terres-
trial and not bodies celestial and differ inglory as the moon differs from the sunrun
these are they who are not valiant in the
testimony of jesus wherefore they obtain
not the crown over the kingdom of our
god ay

in opening this conference it would be
weilwed for us individually to ask ourselves
have we received the first principles of0
the gospel of christ and have we con-
tinued in those principles which were first
taught unto us or is it necessary for us
again to layjay the foundation of repentance
from dead works it is very singular that
when the principles ofthe gospel as I1 have
stated them were presented to the different
sects they were disposed to reject them
and to persecute those who preached them
in their fullness such however was the
fact and it is owing to this that the latterdaday saints are now in the great basin of
thethy rocky mountains in the heart of the
american continent in the enjoyment ofpolitical and religious liberty and freedom
forlor which they have sacrificed more per-
haps than any other people on the face of
the earth and we have the greatest rea-
son of all people to be thankfulthankfalfai to god for
these blessings

then jet us ask ourselves are we pre-
paredbestowedEeared for the great blessings which god has
bestowedstowed upon us are we living up to
our callings and magnifying the same
do we observe the duties which are im-
posed upon us by our holy religion or
are we foolish enough while recognizing
its truth and professing to be latter day
saints to treat it with carelessnesscare Ss andneglect and failing to live up to 71duraurur high
and holy calling

from the earliest days of the preaching
of the gospel by joseph smith men were
tried and tempted and led astray by false
spiritsits and doctrines of devils we find atthet commencement of Josephjosephsts mission
that mmanyany who entered into covenantturnturneded Awayaway 1 and some became very bitter
enemies it was necessary from the very
beginning that there should be a sifting
for the lord declared unto his people thathe would sift them as with a sieve thissifting had to continue and hence every
time the latter day saints were driven
scattered or otherwise persecutedit caused
those who could not abide in the faith to
pass quietly away or to make their wick-
edness manifest unto the church and unto
the world but while this was going on
the strength of zion was increasing ititisissaidpaid and I1 prespresumeurneurno correctly that olivercowdery remarked at one time to joseph
smith if I1 should apostatize and leave
the clchurchlmh the church would be brokenup sy the answer of the prophet waswhat and who are you this is the workof god and if youyon turn against it andwithdraw from itlt it will still roll on andyou winwirl not be missed it was not longuntil oliver turned away but the workcontinued god raised up men from ob-scurity to step forth and shoulder the bur-
dens and it was hardly known when andwhere hebe went in about ten years hecame back again came before a local con-
ference at mosquito creek pottawatomie
co iowa october 1849saudSandaudand acknowledged
his faults he bore testimony of the mis-sion of the prophet joseph smith and ofthe truth of the book of mormon he ex-
horted the saints to follow the authority ofthe holy priesthood which he assuredthem was with the twelve apostles hesaid when the saintssainta follow the mainchannel of the stream they find themselves
in deep water and always right pursuingtheirthein journey with safetsafetyy but when theyturned aside into sloughs and bayous theyare left to flounder in the mud and are lost
for the angel of god said unto jojosephh inin i

my hearing that this priesthood shaushah re-main on the earth unto the end I1

oliver declared he took pleasure in bear-ing this testimony to the largest congrega-
tion of saints he had ever seen together
he was re baptized and made arrange-ments to come to the mountains butbat diedsoon on a visit to
in missouri

this circumstance shows how little bodgod
depends upon man to carry on his workhe does it by his own power his ownmajesty by his own mighty hand and forthe accomplishment of Hhisis own glorious
purposes

it was thought and fetfot throughout thethe world about the year 1844 that if joseph smith the prophet could be des-troyedd that would be the end of thelatterr ddayay saints men conspired togetherto shed his bloody they sought occasion
against him they madeheimmade him an offender
for a word they swore falsely against himand some who had been his friends turnedtraitors and conspired with the wicked andshed his blood jt was generallygeneigenel allynily believedby the enemies of the saints that that was
the end odtheof the work of the lord therulthe pul-pit resounded with thanks to god that thotheithegreat aroh impostor joseph smith was
slain the priests rejoiced overoversterItif andthough there waswaa a beelin toletoietolerablyablwidespreadwide spread thatthat it was barbarous to kgkillhim under lieifethe plighted faith of illinoisyetmatthethe general feeling was that it waswasa
good thing that he was dead but god hada wakgnk to perform and it did nota


