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DISCOURSE,

By Eider WILFORD WOODRUFGF,
delivered in the New Talernacle, Sall
Lake City, Mcy ofh, 1870,

ReEPORTED BY Davin W. Evaxs,
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1 believe thisis the largest assewuDly of
Saints or sinpers, Jew or (entile, that ever
1 saw under one roof, There are
very few of us capableof making such an
assembly hear unless it hm:ﬂﬂ;g.ﬁ
when as have come from. _

SUH Ey DE SIERE T NJEIWIS.

{the Kingdom of God they do not mention,
whether Lhey ever saw them or not, Isaiah
has not written concerning many of these
things, neither has anybody yet that we
know of. Perhaps when the rémainder
of the plates, which were delivered to the
Propheét Joseph, and which he was com-
manded not to translate, come forth, we
may léarn many moré thin ing to
our labor on the 'earth which we do not
know now. But be this as it may all this

work is left for the Holy Ghost to
reveal to the living oracles, as tbey

: - o il |
dictate ! rect the people 7 by
day. Ttinalubnathlngl t to to
dsand to the

?ntso Goa, FW@
out the Holy Ghosf, without direct revela-
1

persoms b W Iwenty 1o | ¢35, and the inspiration ofGod contin
two hundred and miles mﬂ%' Brigha.nf‘!'nun!gwﬁld not lead this péople

ference, it certainlyis impor Ve | pwenty-four hours: he could not 1
ve them a chance to hear what is said. X
S eis true that Goq bhas Set His hand in | 25 8l “Joseph cowld ‘mot h““mﬂ:

these latter days to bring to pass
His sirange aect, and to
work, His strange work,~that truth shoald
ing out of the earth, and righteousness
look down fromm Heawven; and
would be s if these were not
performed. The S uler would
not be likea God w d created a world
like this and peopl if Helet it_ms:
random, without any purpose or plan 1
the benefit and salvation of the childvensf
men. . .
I want to say a few words on this subjeét.
I consider that the work we now seetakin
&cﬂu in these mounatains, and  which has
going on {roma &he time this church
was organized, is bus carrymg out the
great plan of our Father in heaven,—that
lan which was ordained from before the
oundation of th&'awrl_d. Infact thereis

His | the
certainly |
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neither co ady man; - This

of .umﬁi:ty God, and He
imparts it to His servants the prophets as
u

they stand in peed of it by, day .to
budrd day by ¥

up Zion, TR P N gl -5
I want to say t0 my brethren and siste
that President Young is our leader, he |
our law-giver in tha%huuh and Kingdom
_ .ﬁHaJ;EMIIHd tiﬂ this olfﬁca;h:i gis
prerogative 10 te)l this people whattodo,
aand itis okirduty to obey the counsel that
de has given teo-day to the sisters and the
| brethren. . We, as a people, shonld not
treat lightly thiscounsel, for I will gell you

Elin the name of the Lord, .and I have

watched it from the time [ hecame a mem-
ber of this Charch, there is no man who
undertakes to run counter to the coun-
sel of the legally authorized lTeader
of this people that ever prospers, and
no such man ever will prosper. Many
things I might name, if it wére Wisdom to

no dispensation that has beéen looked ugon
with as much interest Dy all theé prophets
of God and inspired men, from the day of
Joszeph Smith, as that in which we live, in
which the Zion of God i3 being built up,
and the earth is being prepared for toe
coming of the Son of AMan, ‘

Isaiah, in looking by prophetic vision to
this day, makes use ot very sirong lan-
guage in endesvoring to express his feel-
ings in relation to it. In ome instance be
says ‘‘Sing O heavens, and rejoice O earth!
Break forth into singing % mﬂuiltllul,

for the Lord has comforted l‘&pr e,
will have mercy onHis afflicted yet.”
says “The Lord hasforsaken me, my God
has forgotien me”™ “Can a woman forget
her sucking child that she should not have
om ion on th some of her womb'™?
“Yea,” the Lord says, ‘‘a woman may de
hat,” bat He will not forget Zion. Says
He ““Zion isengraven On the paans of my
hands, her walls are continaaliy before
me.”’ . v B |

Now this Ziom of God h_n..:Jbean before
His face from before tbe foundation of the
world, and it is no prore going o il in the
latter days than anyof the purposes of God
are going to fail hemce I look upon this
work as the work of God, and it makes no
difference to the Lord Almighty, nor to
His Saints, what the world may think or
do aboutit, or what eonurse they.imay par-
sue with regard to itz they eannot stopits
progress, because it is the work of God, If
i1t were the work of man it wowld not exist
as it does to-day. If God had no hand in
this work we should not have Seen this
assembly here to-day in this ‘Tabernacte
nor this Territory filled with ocities and
towns, But being the work of God, He
asks no odds of any nation, kindred,
tongue or people under the wholé heavens,
any farther they are willing to keep
His commandments and do His will; for &s
the Lord God Almighty lives, so true will
the work, the foundation of which bas been
laid in these lstier days, increase and con-
tinue until ifs- consummation i8 effected,
%nﬂ the great Zion of tGod is established in

eauty,

' power and glory, and the domin-
ion of the k ot ?111‘
over the whole e B

P extends
JosephSmith the found

n of this
work, he was chosen by the Lord for that
purpose, and was ordained by prophets,
ot & ey
kews m-.ﬂﬂ " the
earth. They laid their hand upon his
head and ordained him to the priesthood
and gave him power to unlock the heavens
and to adwinister the ordinances of the

work
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:
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the hand of God sustained him, Hﬁl k:r:ew
what fewanen ot peo the-wihole face
of the ﬂar'ﬁnﬂw,—- aft €s, and he

also Knew that the workwhosa foundations
he laid was the work of God. _
This is what ﬁu alu;tninedhl’mment
[0 through all his ors. Many men
mmu upon bimg ahd, in ¢o eneo
ofoutside pre h tosay
this, that and ths other; but all the time he
has taken astraighitforward course, walking
in the path poinjed out by the God of hea-
ven; and that same hand bas sastained
him, and you and me apd every good and
victuons mian and woman on £he 1ace of the
earth who bas listened to the command-
ments of God., _ :
Isagah apd other pmpllie;sds‘_jaw in ‘E'iﬂln::
much  concerni Lthe Dullding up @
tast-ahlishli}lent g?tha Latter-dng Zit’nn of
Godupon the earth. They saw the peop'e
gathaering from the naticns of the earth
Lo the mountains of Israel;, they speak of a
great company comiung up to Zion, the
women with child and her that travailed
with child together; and agreat many other
thingsdn relation to the jnternal workings
of the inhabifants of Zion im building up

ﬁgﬁ.

do 804 t0 prove the truth of this statement,
but you may watch for yourselyves,and you
will find that all persons who take a stand
against this counsel will never prosper.

A great deal bas been said with regard to
gaiding this in temporal matters. I
ask you in the mame of the Loxd, who is

mgmdﬁltiw teruporal affairs of this
Church and gdom, for its advantage
redemption and “exaltation, as puré as a
bride adorned for her husband, ifft be not
that man who is placed as the law-giver
and leader of Israel? Thera isno man on
the footstool of God who has this authori
but him who stands at the head; and
counsellors and the apostles, bishops and
elders ought to be co.-workers with him,
aid they should work WEﬂhar in carrying
out his counsel. And I counsel comes
we shoald not treat it Hgtftly, no matter to
what subject it pertaips, for if we do it
will work evil unto us, ('?ﬂ-aper;tiﬁn, itis
well known to every Saint wheo has his
eyes and ears open, has brought much
good to Israel, yet frow the véry com-
mencementof it there has been niore or less
discontentment and dissatisiaction felt and
manilested towards it; but there is not an
individual who has attempted to work
ainst: it but what has losi the spirit of
od unless he has repented,  Itjsso in all
things, as wer{;una of us who has had ex-
perience in this Kingdom has seén over
and over again. No man bas ever pros-
pered by this course, but if he has eontin-
ued it e, by and by, bas gone downward
instead of upward; no such man ever re-
ceived and gained to himsel{ honor by tak-
ing Sucha course, and no wan ever will,
They may try it as oflen as they wish; no
matter. whether they are insiders or uuﬁca_-
siders, every man who upndertakes to fight
against this work and
own time, receive isement at His
h@ind, Many who have done so have been
emt off, and others will follow. This is
true, whether it isin re to following
counsel or not. We can not treat lightly
the counsel of God withiout incurring His
displeasure, Dite etinia arl:
Does any man or woman wonder that

President Youn 3 oul, and calls n
us to follow, in di ng tomporal affairs?
What would become of us and Zion if there
were no one to give counsel in temporal
patters?  We could not advance if such
were the case; but we have been guided o
far by the servants of ' God and the. spirit
of God. We have beendull scholars per-
baps in a many things, but I thank
Grod that it is as well as it is with us to- :
The organization of this Chareh i dp o
forLy y ears ago wit nix:ig nbers,and
IS & congregation that wonld make
thousand branches of the Chureh as la
29 the firstbranch that was established; a
this is onlvy one congregatior
M‘l ﬂi)mi!:Tnfh#naﬂl_ - v
mignts in th erritory. progress a
the time. ~Why? Because it is the work
ﬂazd.-ﬂﬂ one can stand in the way of the
work of God in safety. The Lord is ot
dependant mpon any man on His foetstool;
ifone man will not do His bidding another
will, He gives His law to all men, and
inasmuch as they reject it they are under
condemunpation. - |

I fear not the world.  'We are the only
people under heaven who are one, and we
are not bhalf as much one as we ought to be;
we have to improve, We are the only
pﬁ)ﬁﬂﬂ in the whole Christian world who
make any pretensions to oneéness in bhuild-
ing up the Zion of God on the earth. We
profess to be one in the gospel, and we
have to become soin tem poral matters, We
have to becomeof one heart and mind in
giving attention and obedience to the
wounsel of God in all things, both spiritual
and temporal. Zion got to advanoce;
she bas got to rise and. e and puton
her beautiiul garments, - She is advancing

and has been from the time of the organiz-
ation of this Church, and she will continune
to do so until the winding up seene, -
When I look at the blessing of the gospel
of Christ, and at the blessings which we as
2 pao]l:vla enjoy; when I look at the glorious
principles which God has revealed for the
exaltation and glory of man, I rejoice in
them, and ask who will um them? 1 feel
that we ought to be thankful to God da
and night; we should be humble and al-
ways ready to listen to counsel. Let us go
to and carry out t.hmmrimig}: “If ye
love me keep my co ents,’”’ says
the Lord Jesus, ent Young preached
on {batsubject a few Sabbaths algo, showing
that however greatour profession as Saints
1ay be, they are vain unless we keep the
*mmmnm!mgnts and counsels of the Lor
‘gveﬂiuuw us, What ﬂn{?o We have
e moral law and we have the gospel in
the seriptures; but there are ecommand-
ments and ordinances, and there is counsel
which we have to observe which are not
emtllngd -an the Bible, in the Book of
Mormon, or in the Book of Doctrine and
Fnov ats, In fact there is very little there
r
P
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Far,d to our work and labors here as a
gﬁepllord has put into our hands the
wer to build up this great Zion, which
all the ancient prophéts rejoiced in and pro-

ied about. What manner of ple
ought we to be who are calted to carry out
| this work? We ought to be the saints and
children of God in *wc'frj-,q:aed. Our hearis
ought to be open and prepared to receive
instruction, light and truth, and to earr
out all principles which may ba communi-
cated unto us by the servants of the Lord.
The counsels we have had to-day are of
greatl value to the Latter-day Saints. By
lmd. by Babylon will fall; in a little while

“no man will buy her merchandise,” and
the sooner we are prepared for the changes
L. which are about to take plac |
and in the nations ofthe eaglh the better
for us. We are all interested in the wel-
fare of Zion. Our wives, daughters and
sons are interested in the welfare of the
husbands and fathers, and the children in
that of the parents; and we allshould be in-
terested in each others’ temporal and spirit-
ual labors, and theresh not be a selfish
feeling on the part of any portion of a fam-
ily,—*I do not care what mes of this
that or the other if I can only get what I
want myself.”” This s selfishness, it pro-
duces disunion and is ineonsistent with the
rofession of a saint of God. We shonld
abor, each and every one of us, to putsuch
feelings from our ‘hearts, and then we,
our family organizations, should strive
romote the general interest of the mem-
rs thereof; but the interest of Zion and
the Kingdom of God should be first with
us all the timé, for we are ail members in
kingdom and its welfare is ours, -
I consider that we are in a positionin

deal of good in our day and geperation,

ple, will, in God’s |

we have every chance to work with the
Lord, every chance to fuifil our mission
and ea'ling here on the earth, We have
every chance to build up the Zionof God. I
rejoicein the faith, that has been manifested
by those who have charge ofthe affairs of the
kingdoms of God, in the revelations of God.
By their works thrgn,havn manifested toeir
determination continually to carry out the
mmands of God, . “Who am I" saith the
ord, “that I command and am not obey-
ed?” “Who am I' saith the Lord, “that I
promise and do not falfil?” The Lord
has never made a promise to the children
of men buc what he has fulfilled it; and all
the promises thatthe Lord has made and
:él e revelations 1that have been given by
e
have their fulfillment, and we have noth-
ing to fear. As President Young saia a
few SBabbathbs ago the only thing we need
fear is that we shall not keep the oom-
maundments of the Lord. Let us keep the
commandments of God and then we
have power with Him; the word of the
Lord will sustain us and He will fight oar
battles. ‘‘Veungeance is mine, I will re-
y'’ saith the Lord. We need have no
ﬁrﬂ. ars with regard to the fature, e Zion
of God is before His face continually, He
has laid a foundation and He will build
upon it, and His Saints will baild upon it;
and thousands and tens of thousands of
the meek of the earth will yet take hold
‘and become co-workers in the great work
‘of Gods. I feel, myself, as though weshould
hmthmnuunmt trwmt Ea rmm .m}v ;
we - 12 em 4 - X
. @.gm a:ﬁed [ORO8, OF the Iﬁ,‘a and
| hmv,‘:fago keep the Word of Wisdow;
t is time we did it. “Wherein we have fail-
d in these things in the past ‘wo should
ﬁ mitﬂ‘p"mvﬂi e i .I' - 1
rejoice in this work, I rejoice in the
gospel of Christ, I rejoice that we live in
a day when we have 1nspiration, when we
hav;gmphets apostles and inspired men
to lead us, and when we are made partak-

ers of the blessings of the kingdom of God
upon the earth.

t is safe for us {0 pursue
that course wherein we can walk in the
light, and we need uot find fault with the

rinciples of the gospel because any bro-

er does that which we cannot endorse. It
is for us, each of us, individually, to see to
our own conduct, and never low the
errors of others. It is not difiicalt to find
them in ourown conduet. We should all
bring this home to ourselves. ,

I do hope that the sisters, generally, and
the Female Reltef Societies in particc lar,

given to-day, and that they will go to and
establish braiding sckoois in  all their
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societies, where the young ladies may be
taught to braid straw. President Young
has called upon them 5 do it from time

in our nation |

which we have every chance to do a great |

inspiratien of the Holy Ghost, wilk|

will listen to the counsel that has been |

to time. It is true that he has not always
commanded them, in the name of the Lord,
fo do thus and so, and this has been a great
blessing to Israel. We bave been govern-
ed by covnsel instead of commandment in
many thi which has been a blessing to
the Saints,for **he that is commanded in all
things and obeyeth it with slothfulness and
nota willing mind, is not gualified before
the Lord as that man is who having the
power within him, bringeth to pass much
righteousness without beimg commanded
| in all that he does,

I feel thankful for the blessings that we
enjoy. The Prophet Joseph was called an
mlladm a _Eﬂ{ﬂ. dlgﬁg. We I;ar& ‘been

a great many things,—sach as lazy,
indolent, and many other things discredit-
able. Why, every man possessing reason
‘and jundgment, who knows an g about
the Territory of Utab, will onee pro-
nouncesuch assertions nonsensical, for this
city and every portion of the Territory bear
wituess to the untiring labor and industry
of the Latter day Saints, and the people, as
a general thing ontside, are beginning to
give up the idea that we are an idle people.
' They tormerly found a great deal .of fault
‘with Joseph Smith, because they said he
wasa gold digger; but since then nearlyall
the christian world have turned gold dig-
gers., Hundreds ofthousands of them nave
run into this western country to dig gold;
ana, while they formerly found fault with
us for digging gold they bave latterly found
fault because we do not dig it. I hope and
trust that all the accusat.ons of wrong
brought against usin the future, will be as
groundless as those of the past. Let us
show our faith by our works, let nus show
to the Lord eur that we have faith and
confidenece in His word and works.

We have te become united as a people,
on all our labors,—in our agriculture, man-
ufactures and every branch of our tempor-
al labors. Itis of great imporfance to the
Latter day Saints that they should unite
together on the E)r!ncipla' of co-operation.

ere this is not done we still ought to
try individually to manufacture all we can.
I was pleased, a few days ago, while paying
a visit to Jenning’s shoe Factory, to see
the large number of home made ts -and
shoes, many o1 which were made with ma-
-chinery which has been imported for the
ﬁurposa. Thisshould be done wherever it
soanihlﬂ; the people should co-operate
and import labor-saving machinery so as
to be able to compete with foreign manu-
rers of goods of all kinds, President
Young has set an example in introducing
carding machines and in establishing fac-
tories here. He has done all he could in
this direction, and we should follow in the
wake as far as we can.. I know that God
will bless the Eoop_la by doing this,

I do not wish to oecupy any more time.
I feel to say God bless you. Lay these
things to heart. Letus lay hold and build
up Zion, ILet us realize that we are the
| ehildren of God, that He is at work with
us and that we areav work with Him, It
| has been said that the Lord and a good man
are a great majority. He has got a great
many good men on the earth, and He is
gathering them to-gether to build up Zion,
to ca out His work and do His will.
He will so econtrol the ccurse of human
events as to forward His purposes. He
holds the destinies of the mnations in His
bands. He holds Fion in His hands and
He will carry out His work and do all He
bas promised. Those who fight sﬂit
Zion fight against and He will
every weapon formed against His king-
dom, and will bring His people triumphant
over every obstacle, and finally give them
eternal life, which is the greatest of all the
gifts of God. May God grant that it may
he‘ﬁ:t&m tllz:pon 1;5:&3{ our faith, works,
an rs, throu 8 merog and good-
| ness, for Jesus uﬁa, Amen.

_THE system of Irrigating land grows in
favor, and there i8 a prospectthat it will
effect an almost compléte revolution in
agriculture fu many portions of the
country. _Thqﬂja.trqgg proposition that
‘:r;“!;w: ;eax;s ffr ttﬂ | ggﬁrgdu'ctinn' of
his system is that to build a gigantic
irrigating canal, more than qn%]%und-
red miles long, beg i},ﬂ,ng at_ Platte
Caffon before the river reaches the
| plaias, and continting to the headwa-
ters of the Republican river, in East
Celorado. With this canai,it is claimed
that more than three million of now al-
most ueeless Jand can be transformed
into' a garden region for the happy
bhomes of a million of people.. A sur-
veyiog party is aboat to start from Den-
ver to begin the preliminary work.
The money to pay for the survey is said
to be raised. ;
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The Brooklyn Union says the next Vice-
President of the United States must be a
negro, “If,” adds that journal, ‘**Mr, Rev-
els were anable and brilliant man, who
had made his mark on the nation, he
would ipevitably be the candidate., Baut
he isnot a man of sufficient calibre and
P‘“ﬁg&" .
~ In the words of a distinguished gentle-
man who visited Salt Lake City 'a few
rs ago, when asked if he meant to con-
vey the idea that he was in favor of mis-
cegenation, Why not? |
¢




