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IS I1 wish the strict attention of the con-
gregationgregation which is so large and widely
spread under this low bowery that XJ
fear it will be with difficulty that I1 can
make myself heard by all to persons
who wish to understand and improve
upon what they hear it must be very
annoying to only hear the sound of the
speakers voice and not hebe able to comcorn
1 its signification

the gospel of life and salvation has
again been committed to the children
of men and we are made the happy
partakerspartakers of its blessings and my sin-
cere desire is that all may improve upon
the words of life which havenave been re-
vealed from the heavens in our day
it is written and this is life eternal
that they might know thee the only
true god and jesus christ whom thou
hastlast sent all nations tribes and
communities of men worship some-
thing it may be a stump a stock a tree
a stone a figure in brass ironiron
silver or gold or some living erjaerdacreatureture
or the sun the moon the stars or the
godif the wind and other elements and
while worshiping gods which they can
see and handle there dwells within
them a crude and undefined impression
of a great supreme and universal ruler
whom they seek to represent and wor-
ship in gods made with their own
handsbands but where liehe is located what
his shape and dimensions and what his
qualifications are they know not the
apostle paul found the city of the athe-
nians wholly given to idolatry and
aney called him a I1 babbler I1 I1 because he
preached unto them jesus and the
resurrection he disputed in the syna-
gogue with the jews and with the de-
vout persons and in the market daily
with them who met with himhimihiml and
standing in the midst of marsmarshillhill he
said ye men of athens I1 perceive
that in all things ye are too superstitious
for as I1 passed by anandd beheld your de-
votionsvot ions I1 found an altar with this
inscription TO THE UNKNOWN GOD
whom therefore ye ignorantly worship
lift declare I1 unto you

TMafie athenians knewkney not what to
worthy pd it seems they were willing
to0 o warship a god unknown to them
very likellikely underer the impression thalthatthat
bif mimightht be the true god whom they
nadhadliaci ned to represent no doubt in vari
ctCCC C ways

wherever the humanoilaii family dwells
ann theille fafae of whether
theyeneyarrae advsavagee bror civilized there is a
oocreoc re implanted within them to wor
BL a great supreme ruler and not
hkrr v 1 r it i ni t hey suappose that through
of ag v 1 l

i inn I1 ssonsenorificefleefice to their
idiith s lateliate hs anger

which they think they see manifested
ininthe1the in the
stormorm in the floods in the reversesreveries 6off
marwarai in the hand of death etceleteetc etetc 4

thust they try his protection aniland
his blessing for victoryvictory aveioveroven their engene-
mies and at the termination of thiillig life
for a place in the heaven their imagina-
tions have created or tradition has
handed down to them I1 have much
charity for this portion of the human
family called heheathenathens or idolatersidolIdolatorsaters
they havenave made images to represent to
their eyes a power which they cannot
see and desire to worship a supreme
being through the figure which they
have made

there is a power that has organized
all things fromfroia the crude matter that
floats in the immensity of space he has
given form motion and life to this ma-
terial world has made the great and
small lights that bedpanbespangleI1 the firma-
ment above has allotted to0 them their
times and their seasons and has marked
out their spheres he has caused the
air and the waters to teem with life and
covered the hills and plains wwithathith creep-
ing things and has made man to be a
ruler over his creations allail these won-
ders are the works of the almighty
ruler of the universe in whom we be-
lieve and whom we worship the
earth rolls upon her wings and the sun

his light by day and the moon
her light by night and the stars

alsoaisoaiso their light as they roll uponu on
their wings in their glory in the midstmidst
of the power of god behold all
these are kingdoms and any man who
hath seen any or the least of these hath
seen god moving in his majesty and
power0 er I1

allali people are conscious of the exist-
ence of a supreme being they see him
or his power in the sun in the moon
and in the stars in the storm in the
thunder and in the lightning in the
mighty cataractpatarcataractact in the bursting vol-
cano or in the powerful and disgusting
reptile etc he is also described by
some as having no form attributes or
power or in other words without
body parts or passions and conse-
quentlyqueatlyly without power or principle
and there are persons who suppose that
he consists entirely of attributes uni-
versallyversally diffused not knowing god
they worship his works that manifest
his power and his majesty or his at-
tributes which manifest his goodness
justicejustleeustice mercy and truth accordiaAcaccordingcordinn to
aallalill11 that the world has ever learnedlearnedabyby
the researches of philosophers and wise
men according to all the truths now
revealed by science philosophy and
religion qualities aniandand attributes depend
entirely upon their connection with
organized matter for their development
and visible manifestation

mr abner kneeland who was a citi-
zen of boston and who was put into
prison for his belief inin an essay which
he wrote made this broad assertion

instead of believebelievingng there is no god I1
believe that all is godod

weve believe in a deity who is incorpo-
rated who is a being of tabernacle
through which the great attributes of
his nature are made manifest it is
supposed by a certain celebrated philo-
sopher that the most minute particles
of matter which float in space in the
waters or that exist in the solid earth
particles which defy the most powerful
glasses to reveal them to the vision of
finite man possess a portion of divinity
a portion of infinite power knowledge
goodness and truth and that these
qualities are god and should be wor-
shipeds wherever found I1 am an infidel
to this doctrine I1 know the god in
whom I1 believe and am willing to ac-
knowledge him before all men we
have persons in this church who have
preached and published doctrines on the
subject of the deity which are not true
elder orson pratt has written exten
ten on the doctrines of this
church and upon this particular doc-
trine when he writes and speaks upon
ssubjectsb acts with which he is acquainted
aandun understands he is a very soundround
reasoner but when he has written upon
matters of which he knows nothing
his own philosophy which I1 call vain
philosophy liehe is wild uncertain and
contradictory in all my public ad-
ministration as a minister of truth I1
have never yet been under the neces-
sity of preaching believing or practicing
doctrines that are not fully and clearlyclearlY
set forth in the old and new testa-
mentsants book of doctrine and covenantsandirdand book of mormon

the book of mormon which we firm-
ly believe to be the word of god to na-
tions that flourished upon this continent
many centuries ago corroborates the
testimonies of the writers of the old and
New Testaments and proves these books
to be true they were given to us in
weakness darkness antiantlani ignorance I1
will however gye ihth trairap sla toistors of

king james version of the bible the
credit their labor accord
ing to the bestbeit of theli ability anaand I1
believe they undeunderstoodrstood the languages
in which the scriptures were originally
found aftafiawellwellveli as any mentho now live
I1 limhave in my lifetimelife time met with persons
who would persist in giving different
renderings and make quotations from
the dead languages to show their scho-
larshiplarship and to confuse and darken still
more the minds of the people to all
such I1 have always felt like saying
there is the bible if you are capable of
giving us a more correct translation of
it than we have it is yourybur duty to do so
the old and new testaments have al-
ways answered my purpose as books 0off
reference many precious parts have
no doubt been taken from them but
the translation which we have has been
translated according to the best know-
ledge the translators possessed of the
languages in which the ancient manu-
scripts were written yet as uninspired
men they were not qualified to write
the things of god

I1 believe in one god to us as it is
written for though there be that are
called gods whether in heaven or in
earth as there be gods many and lords
many but to us there is but one
god the father of whom are all things
and we in him and one lord jesus
christ by whom are all things and wwe
by him and they were called gogodsds
unto whomwhom trethe word of god came I1
believe in a god who has power to exalt
and glorify all who believe in him
and are faithful in serving him to the
end of their lives for this makes them
gods even the sons of god and in this
sense also there are gods many but tolto
us there is but one god and one lord
jesus christ one savior who came in
the meridian of time to redeem the
earth and the children of men from the
original sin that waswag committed by our
finstfirst parents and bring to pass the res-
torationto of all things through his death
and suntsunnsufferingsbrings open wide to all believers
the gates of life and salvation and ex-
altational to the presence of the father
and the son to dwell with them forever
more numerous are the sscripturescriptures
which I1 might bring to bear upon the
subject of the personality of god I1 shall
not take time to quote them on this
occasion but will content myself by
quoting two passages in the chapter
of genesis and verses and
god said let us make man in our
image after our likness and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the fowl of the air and over
the cattle and over all the earth and
over every creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth so god created man
in his own image in the image of god
created liehe him male and female created
he them

I1 believe that the declaration made
in these two scriptures is literally true
god has made his children like him-
self to stand erect and has endowed
them with intelligence and power and
dominion over all his works and given
them the same attributes which he
himself possesses he created man
as we create our children for there is
no other process of creation in heaven
on the earth in the earth or under the
earth or in all the eternities that is
that were or that ever will be As the
apostle paul has expressed it for in
him we live and move and have our
being forasmuch alenthen as we are
the offspring of god we ought not to
think that the godhead is like unto
gold or silver or stone graven by art
and mans device there exist fixed
laws and regulations by which the ele-
ments are fashioned to fulfill their
destiny in all the varied kingdoms and
orders of creation and this process of
creatcreationon is from everlasting to

christ is known in the
scriptures as the only begotten of the
father full of grace and truth and it
is written of him as being the bright
lessof his fathers glory and the ex-
press image of his person the word
image we understand in the same sense
as we do the word in the ad verse of the
ath chapter of genesis and adam
lived an hundred and thirty years and
begat asona son in his own likeness after
his image 11 I1 am quite satisfied to be
made aware by the scriptures and by
the spirit of god that he is not only
the god and father of jesus christ but
is also the father of our spirits anaand the
creator of our bodies which bear his
image as seth bore the image of his
father adam adam begat many chil-
dren who bore his image but seth is no
doubt more particularly mentioned be-
cause he was more like his father than
the rest of the family s

we bear the image of our earthly
parents in their fallen state but by
obedience to the gospel of salvation
and the renovatingrenovating influences of the
holy 4 and the holy

we shall pu n the image patheof the
11hheavenlyeavenly in beauty 1 glory liewerpoweredpowernd11arid1

goodness I1 jesus Cchristrist was so likeilke 18

father thatthat afi rane occasion inianswer
jo0o a requestt show Wsua tildthe father liehe
said he thatthat hath Isseen me hathbath seenbeen
the father the strongeststron9est testimony
that can be bornehome to the minds of men
is the testimony of the father concern-
ing the son and the testimony of theson concerning the Fa thepower of the revelations of the spirit
which every man who is bornhorn otof woman
possesses more or less and which ifmankind would listen to it woul
them to the knowledge of god andI1ultimately assisted by the ordyordinances
of the gospel into his presence 1 1

if there is anything that is great ailialliand
good and wise among men it cometh
from god if there are men whoho
possess great ability as statesmen or as
philosophers or who possess remarka
bledie scientific knowledge and skill the
credit thereof belongs to god for he
dispenses it to his children whether
they believe in him or not or whether
they sin against him or not it makes
no difference but all will have to ac-
count to him for the way and manner
in which they have used the talents
committed unto them if we believe
the plain broad statements of the bible t

we must believebelievebelleve that jesus christ is the 3

light that ligh teth every man that
cometh into the world none are ex
empt this applies to all who possess
the least degree oflight and intelligence t

no matter how small wherever intelli-
gence can be found god is the author
of it this light is inherent according
to a law of eternity according to the
law of the gods according to the law
of him whom we serve as the only
wise true and living god to us he iiss
the author of this light to Us yet our 1

knowledge is very limited who can
tell the future and know it as the past
is known to us it is a small thing if
we were acquainted with the principle 1

were we acquainted with this principle
we could just as well read the future as
the past J

the latter day saints believe in
jesus christ the only begotten son afpf
the father who came in the meridian 1

of time performed his work suffered I1

the penalty and paid the debt of mans
original sin by offering up himself was
resurrected from the dead and ascended J

to his father and as jesus descended
below all things BOso he will ascend t1

above all things we believe that i

1

jesus christ will come again as it is I1

written of him and while they 1

looked steadfastly toward heaven as he f
went up behold two men stood by
them in white apparel which also saidyemenye men of galilee why stand ye gazingazing
up into heaven this same jesus chieffwhich
is taken from yyouou unto heaven shall so 1

come in like manner as ye have seen
him go unto heaven

strange as it may appear to many we
believe that Ajesus christappearrist will descend
from heaven to earth again even as he
ascended into heaven behold he
cometh with clouds and every eye shall
see him and they also which pierced
him and all kindreds of the earth shall
wail because of him he will come
to receive his own and rule and reign
king of nations as he does king of
saints for he must reign till he
hath put all enemies under his feet
the last enemy that shall be destroyed
is death he will banish sin from the
earth and its dreadful consequences
tears shall be wiped from every eye and
there shall be nothing to hurt or destroy
in all gods holy mountain

in view of the establishment of the
kingdom of god upon the earth by
jesus christ john the baptist pro-
claimed that the kingdom of heaven isa
at hand prepare ye the way of the
lord make his paths straight and
john did baptize in the wilderness

and preach the baptism of repentance
for the remission of sinseins jesus
christ sent his disciples to preach the
gospel to every creature to the king
and the peasant to the great and the
small to the rich and the poor to the
bond and the free to the black and the
white they were sent to preach the
gospel of repentance and remission of
sins to all the world and he that
believethbelieveth and is baptized shall be saved
but he that believethbelieveth not shall be
damned and these signs shall follow
them that believe in my name shall
they cast out devils they shall speak
with new tongues they shall take up
serpents and if they drink any deadly
thing it shall not hurt them they shall
lay hands on the sick and they shall
recover

the latter day saints this strange
people as they are called believe and
practice this gospel they believe that
the acts of thetle creatures in the per-
formanceformance of the ordinances prove to
the heavens to god to ananesangesCs and to


