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ed body, immedian 1y subsequent to the se-
paration of the uwmbilical thread, and that
that portion of this element which passed
bzck to the earthly organisin, nstantly dif-
fused itself through the eutire stracture, and
thus prevented immediate decomposition.

It is not proper that a body should be de-
posited in Lﬂe earth until after decomposition
has positively commenced; for should there
be no positive evidence of such structural

, even though life seems to have
surely dt:rned, it is not right to consign the
body to the grave. The umnbilical hite cord,
of which I speak is sometines not severed,
but is drawn out in the finest possible medi-
um of sympathies connected between the
body and the spirit. Tlus isinvariably the
case when individuals apparently die, and af-
ter being absent for a few days or hours, re-
turn, as from a peacetul journey, to relate
their spiritual expericnce. Such phenome-
na are moderately teraied trauces, catalepsy,
somnambnlism, and spiritual ecstacy. There
are many differeat stiges of diversions and
subdiversions of these states. But when the
spirit is arrested in its flight from the body,
and when it is held in a transitiou or media-
torial state, for ovly a few hours or minutes,
then the mind séldom retains arecollection of
its experience—this state of forgetiulness
seems to a saperficial observer, like annihi-
lation; and this occasional suspension of con-
sciousness (or memory) is frequently made
the foundation of many arguments aguinst
the soul's immortal existence. It is when
the spirit entirély leaves the body—only re-
taining proprietorship over it, through the
medium of the universal umbilical thread or
electric wire—as it might be called—that the
soul is enabled to abandon its earthly tene-
ment and interests, for many hours and days,

and aflerwards reéturn to the earth, laden with

bright and happy memories.

As soon as the soal, whose departing hour
1 thus watched, was wholly disengaged from
the tenacious body, I directed my atlention
to the movements and emotions of the for-
mer: and I saw her begin to breathe the most
interior or spiritual poartions of the surround-
ing terrestrial atmosphere. (The reader will
find an explanation of what is meant by the
“interior portions of the terrestrial atmos-
phere,” by referring to the consideration of
“air as a medium,’’ to be found in the patho-
logical departinent of this volume.) At first
it eeemed with difficulty she eould breathe
the new medium; but in a few seconds, she
inhaled and exhaled the gpiritual elements of
nature, with the greatest possible ecase and
delight. And now Isaw that she wasn the
possession of external and physiczl propor-
tions, which were identical, in every possi-
hle particalar—ueproved and beautified—
with those proportions that eharactenzed her
early organizations. Thatistosay, she pos-
verssed & heart, stomach, liver, langs, &e.,
just as her natural body did previous to
(not ker) but iTs death. This is wonderial
and consoling trath. But 1 saw that the in-
provements which were wrought upon, and
in her spiritual crganization, were not so par-
ticularly and thoreugh as to destroy or trane-
cend her personelity; nor did they materially
alter her natural appearance or earthly char-
acteristica. So mneh like her former self
ang she, that had her friends beheld her (as 1
d:d) they eertainly would have exclaimed—
13 weolien dn wpon their return to a long eb-

sent friend, who leaves us in illness and re-
turns in health—*why, how well you look!
how improved you are.”" Such was the na-
ture—mest beautifying in their extent—of
the improvements thus wrought apon her.

I saw her ¢ontinue to confrm and accus-
tom herselfto the new elements and eleva-
ting sensations which belong to the inner life.
I did not particularly notice the workings and
emotions of ner newly awakened and fast un-
lolding spirit, except that | was careful to re-
mark philesophic tranquility throughout the
entire process, and her non-participation with
the rest of the family, in the unrestrained be-
wailing of her departure from this earth, to
unfeid in love and wisdom throughout eternal
spheres. She understood, at a glance, that
they could only gaze upon the eold and life-
less form which she had just deserted: and
she readily eomprehended the faet, that it was
owing to a want of true knowledge on their
parts, that they thus vehementily regarded
her merely physical death.

The excessive weeping and lamentation of
friends and rel itives over the external form of
one departed, are merely caused by the cen-
surous and superficial mode in which the ma-
jority of mankind view the phenomenon of
death. For with few exceptions, the race is
so conditioned and educated on the earth-—
not yet having progressed to where *“‘what.
soever is hid shall be revealed—realizing
only through the mediam of the natural sen-
ses the nearness of the beloved—watching
and comprehending only the external signs
and processes of dissolution, suppoesing ihis
contortion to indicate anguish—I say, the
race is so situated and educated, that pEaTn
of the body (to the majority of earth’s inbab-
itants) is equivalent to an annihilafion of the
personality of the individual. But 1 would
comfort the superficial observer, and I can
assure the inquirer afier truth, that when an
individual dies natutally, the spirit experien-
eecs no pain; nor, should the material bedy
be dissolved with discase, or crushed by fear-
ful availance, is the individuality of the spir-
it deformed; or in the least degree obscured.
Could vour natural gaze be turned from the
lifeless body, which can no longer gaze, to
the young lock of love, and eculd yoar spir-
itnal eye be opened, you woald behold stand-
ing in your very inidst, the same, bat more
beantitul and living, Henece, there is great
cause to rejoice at the mmrra of the spint
from this world into the sphere of life—yea,
it is far mere reasonable to weep at the ina-
jority of marriages which occurin this world,
than to lament when man’s immortal spirit
escapes from 1ts earthly form, to live and un-
fold in a higher and better country. You
may clothe yourseil with the habiliments of
woe when you consien at the altar a heart to
a living grave; or chain the soul to breathe
an uncongenial atinoephere; but rehe ycur-
self’ with garinents of light to henor their
epirit’s birthinto a higher life.

The perivd reguired to sccomplish the en-
tire cuasse which I saw was not fer from
two hours and a halll but this furnishes no
rale as o the time requived for EVERY spirit
tr elevate zad recognize itsell above the
head of the oater (ira.  Without chaaging
mvy Hpifif.llfll peresplians, I continned t5 ob-
serve the mavements of the newborn spirit.
A3 gOON AR gho :‘J!‘ERHIF ﬁﬂﬂﬂiiﬁ!ﬂl‘d to the
new elemenis whieh surrounded her, she de-
scended from hor elevated position, whieh

was immediately over the body, by an effort
of the will-power, and directly passed out of
the door of the room in which she nad laid
(in the material form) prostrated with dis-
ease for several weeks. It being ina sum.
mer month the doors were all open, and her
e from the house was attended with no
obstructions I ssw her pass through the
adjoining room, cut of the door, and step
from the house into the atmosphere!—1 was
overwhelmed with delight and astonishment,
when, for the first time, | realized the uni-
versal truth thatthe spiritual organization
can tread the atinosphere, which, while in
the eoarser, carthly form we breathe—so
mueh more refined is man’s spifitual consti-
tution. She walked in the atmosphere as
easily, and in the same manner as we tread
the earth, and ascend an eminence,

Immediately upon her emergement from
the house, s WAS JOINKD BY TWO FRIEND-
LY SPIRITS FROM THE SPIRITUAL COUNTRY,
and after tenderly recognizing and commu-
ning with cach other, the three in the most

:eful manner, began ascending through
the etherial envelopments of our giobe,—-
They walked so naturally together, that 1
could scarcely realize the fact that they trod
the air—they seemed to be walking up the
side of a glorious but familiar mountiin! 1
continued to gaze upon them till they disap-
peared from my view; whereopon I returned
to my external and ordinary condition.

Oh! what a contrast! lastead of behold-
ing that beautifu! and youthful unfolded spir-
it, | now saw in common with those about
me, the lifeless, cold, and shronded organism
of the caterpillar which the joyous butterfly
had so lately abandoned.”

—_——

For the Deseret News.

M-gr. Epitor:—] have no doubt but that
many of yonur readers will be gratified by read-
ing a synopsis of the travels of President
Young and company, and his visit with the
saints in the south eountry, and therefore
hand for your revision

PRESIDENT YOUNG'S VISIT.

Tuesday, April 22, 1851. Pres’t. Young
left his hoie to visit the saints in the south-
ern seitlements, and to explore the valley of
the Severe and other places; tarried at South
Cotienwood over night.

23d. Continued to the mouth of Utah
valley, where he remained for several breth-
ren to join him.

24th. Proeceded on to the east side of
Utah fort, which was miserably muddy from
the effect of the slough” water spreading ever
the land.

25th. Arrived at Springville, and tarried
over night.

96th. Proeceded on to Summit creek,
where the cantp was called to order to organ-
ize ourselves for eny emergency that might
cecur on the journey, as followe:—

Brighama Young was elected president of
the company.

H. C. Kimball, W. Woodruff, E. T. Ben-
son, J. M. Grant, and Jchn Young, hie
counsellors.

T. Bullsck, eleik of the eampany.

D. H. Wells, captain of the ecmpany.

G. D. Grant, captain of the night guard.

Ira Eldredge, engineer.

.. Yourg, D. Carns, 8. Tat, B. Biown,

J. L. Heywocd, and A. O. Siaeot, bizheps

N."H. Felt, chplain.




