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A short time since we published
dispatches that had appeared in a
number of public journals of the
country in relationlationfe to a phenomenal
movement among the indians
they were dated at fort custer
we have come across the following
on the saniesame theme which appeared
in the biston journal as special cor-
respondence over the name of F
K upham

fort custer montana july 5

the reading room of the officers
club at fort custer on saturday
night was a scene of unusual inte-
rest hither had come the general
who commands the post and his
adjutant these occupying a promi-
nent position near to the entrance
of the long room in question
seated by the walls along the sides
and ends were the of the
garrison with their wives and
members of their families added to
all of these was a sprinkling of
civilians somewhat noticeable
owing to the absence of the blue aandnd
gilt of the customary uniforms at a
military post perhaps forty per-
sons had so assembled

the occasion of this was the ap-
pearancepearance of the disciple porcupine
a cheyenne indian recently re-
turned from a pilgrimage to visit the
nownew christ of the indians at some
remote and mysterious point toward
the setting sun for months past
the various indian tribes of the
northwest have been greatly exer-
cised over the coming of this mes-
siah so great has been this interestlutereat
that from way down in the indian
territory and texas have come
messages of iriquiinquiryry from the south-
ern indians asking information
from their northern brethren say-
ing that acney too had received the
glad tidings of great joy and

were prepared to come and sit at the
feet of this great stranger thene wild
western air has been filled with
strange rumors orof supernaturalism
and a feeling of intense anxiety
has found its way among all the in-
dian tribes

some time last winter this chey-
enne indian porcupine by name
without the permission of his agent
started on his pilgrimage to find the
great one of whom the indians had
heard he had neither money nor
a supply of food and was accom-
panieddanied by his faithful squaw and
two other indians from the reser-
vation of the northern Chey enaes
on tongue river montana 60 oior
70 miles from here they traveled
far to the westward and saw much
they bad never seen after
reaching the railroad going much
of the way by rail 0onn which they
were permitted to ride without
chargebarge at other times on foot
though always without money
botu indians and white men giv-
ing them food as they journeyed
but like certain wise men who
once before made a pilgrimage
they found their reward and were
content

the recent return of porcupine to
the reservation made the
more than usually restless and ex-
cited early in may the indian
agent had called for military pro

lectiontection and major carrollcarrol with
three troops of the first cavalry was
sent to hishia agency by general bris
bin from this post where they have
since remained cattle belonging
to the settlers had been killedbilled A
man by the name of ferguson sud-
denly coming encn a party of

at a remote place in the hills
in the act of cutting uptip one of his
steers which they hadbad just shot
was himself killed that he might
not be a witness against them the
indians were duly arrested and
turned over to the civil authorities
and they now await their trial in
the jail at miles city A general
feeling oiof alarm existed among the
scattered settlers in the surrounding
country many of them moving
their families to miles city for
safety the settlers armed them-
selves for the protection of their
isolated ranches and the races
watchedwatered each other anxiously for a
time it is believed however that
the presence of the troops will pre-
vent further trouble and matters
can be adjusted by the authorauthoritiesitiLes
at washington which it is claimed
can bestbeat be accomplished by the re-
moval of the

the reappearance of porcupine
among such conditions added to the
complications with which the ILic
dian agent hadbo contend and he
requested by telegraph of the intel
bior department at washington that
porcupine might be arrested by the
troops which request was at once
responded to by the war depart-
ment and the arrest promptly or-
dered porcupine immediately ex-
pressed his willingness and in fact
a wish to go without delay to fort
custer and explain his position and
what he knew of the savior who
has come to hisbis people the agent
withdrawing his request for the ar-
rest porcupine came to fort custer
to hear his story was the occasion
of the assembly on saturday night
already referred to this soine
lengthy explanation seems necessa-
ry to a full understanding of the
matter

he was an erect handsome and
perfectly developed young indian
standing fully six feet in height I1

with a pleasant sprightly face the
mobility of his features indicating
anything but the traditional indian
clad in a garment of striped wool
red and white the stripes several
inches broad evidently made from
blankets belted at the waist and ex-
tending to the knee with a tuft of
eagle feathers knotted in his scalp
looklock certainly he was not lacking in
the picturesque squatting after the
fashion of his race near the centriccentre
of the room just in reirre ir of him his
squawequaw and the two companionscompaniens of
his pilgrimage through an inter-
preter he told what he hadbad seen of
the christ who had now come

hishia story was prefaced as all
indian talks are by the inform-
ation that what liehe was now about to
say was the truth and vopointinginting to
his mouth he indicated that hisbis
words would go straight to the front
neither to the right nor the left

he had no forked tongue 11 then
rising to hisbis full height liehe assumed
the exact attitude which we have
been taught to believe that jesus

toilsboak when blessblessingaig the disciples the
upper portion of tilethe body 8slightly
inclined forward the arms extend-
ed to full length with the hands
dropping downward the eyes closed
rhen he trembled violently from
head tofc 0 foot alternately changing
tilethe position of his hands to across
his breast then to the waist with the
left hand the right dropping by the
side in this position
fully five minutes during which the
heads of his indian companions
were dropped in silence and the
room was so still that the fall of a pin
might have been heardbeard having
completed this seemingly a silent
prayer liehe resumed his former
place on the floor and began

on the wall hung a large military
map of the united states andiindicatingatida
the various arrayarmy posts of tilealie west
and so nearly as the mysterious loca-
tion could be established where the
christ had been found it was possi-
bly in the vicinity of walkers or
pyramid lake in nevada it was
in the motinmountains porcupine found
hiruhimselfself with many strange indians va
whose lanoulanguageage he could notdot speak Q
and who like himself had come from
frfar oftoff but all had come to see the
christ at sundown the indiansindiana
collected in largolarge numnumbersbersandand after
it becamebt came dark Bhee appeared to them
a large fire beisa built to throw the
light on him he was not as dark
as an indian nor as lightfight as a white
man and his dress was partly like
each he sat for a long time in per-
fect silence with his headbead bowed
during which time the indians nei-
ther moved nor spoke they were
told that itif they even whispered the
christ wouldw know it and be dis-
pleased

4
Aafterate r a time he

racked his head and then
porcupine saw that liehe was fair
to look upon that his face had no
beardbt ard and was youthful and that
his bright hair extended to hisbis
waist porcupine hadbad heard that the
chiichi1 t of the white man hadbad been
nailed to a crosscroscressandsandand cookilookingng he was
able to see the scars of tilethe nails in
the hands of the Indindianslahs christ I1

when he raised them in his feet
liehe could not wesee the marks of the 1

nails by reason of the mocmoccasinscasius but S
he was told they were therlandthere and that J
iuin his side were spear marks which
were concealed by the shirt liehe wore
porcupine wasars told that his own 5
coming had with eleven others S
been foretold by hi who
had seat for him andid tthatat was why
he had involuntarily taken the
long journey that all the beathemheathezt
tribes there represented had been

in the same manner
though all had not been individually sjv
called as he had

the christ spoke to them and toolstook
porcupine by tilethe hand and told
them that they were all his children
he talked to thematheni until it was day
telling them that hebe had made them
and all theme things that they savesat
around them that in the beginning
god had made tilethe earth and after IT
time had sent him on the earth toctea
teach the people what was right but
the people were afraid of him aandt

this is what they did to me
showing his scars he said wh
he found his children were badbi

went back above and promised


