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At the vlection beld Jo November,
1890, for the purpowe of chousing a
Delegute to Congress, the issues were
made, the lines sharply drawn
between the Liberal or anli-Mormon
party, and the People’s or Mormon
party, Hon. C. C. Goodwln being a
candidate for the former and Hon.
Johy, T. Cuine ior the Iatter, The
canvas of the Territory wuas &n active
one, and much partisan feeling was
developed.

In a'total vote of 23,288, Hon., John
T, Caine received 18,363 voltes an
agalinat 8912 votes cast for his opponent,
and 28 scattering, wns duly returoed
as elected, anid was awarded the vertifi-
cate of election,

W hen the municipal election for the
city of Qpden was held, in February,
1891, the Liberal party was confronteil
by un organization ealled the Qitizen’s
party. A convention by thal pame
was held, and candidates placed in
nomination,some of whom hadt hereto-
fore acted with the Liberal and soroe
with the Peorjle’s party. Bubsequently
the People’s Purty Convention ratified
and adopted the tlckel thus selected.
It was charged that the Liberals
having control ofthe registration, and,
under the usual custom of appoinf-
ment, likely to coutrol the Election
Boards, contempialed and were pre-
paring for » wholesale ayatem of frauds
in order to carry the election, and 1t
was demanded of the Commission that
it nppoint one member, &t least, of each
Buard of Election from the pewly-
formed Citizens® party.

For the purpose of investigating the
coundition of affairs, the Commiszion
held & meesion in the eity of Ogiden,
jnviting representatives of all the
palties to appear before it, Tbe repre.
pentativesof the Citizens® party made
demand for representation, accom-
panied by the assertion that the Peo-
ple’a party had disbanded. This was
promplly disButed by the repressnta-
tives of the People’s party, each and
all of whom vigorously asserted Lhat
that party had not disbanded, and
would demand the representation the
lnw gave it upon each of the Election
Boards one assertiog that the People’s
party * only supporied the Cltizens’
ticket as ‘*choice between two evils,”
and would have its own ticket in the
field at the next election.

The Commissicn declined to depart
from the oustomary rule of action, and
appointed to constitute the Llettion
Boarids two from the Liberal and one
from the People’s party.

The Commission believea from per-
sonal obser vation of the conduct of the
vlection that it was fairly conducted,
and wss free from any attempts to
override the will of the people.

The greater portion of the Citizens’
ticket was elected by a small majority.

As thetime approached for holding
the general Territorial election In Aug-
usl, 1891, a new condition of political
affairs confronted the people ot Utlah,
The People’s party waa officially de-
clared ddlsbended by ita Territorial
committee, and It was announced that
for the future an allinnce would be
sought with the two great Nutional
purties.

Thias departure from established
methods was haled by some as the
end which had been long boped for,
while others lovked upon it a8 a ruse
through which the leuders of the
Mormon Church were seeking Btate-
wood, well knowing that their large
inajorlty would contro! the State thus
formed, Upouo this coutlict of opinioa,
the Commission announced no judg-
ment,preferring that the experiment be
given n [air trinl and be judged by ite
resuits. Whether the Jisbanding of
the People’s or Mormon party be un
act of good faith or a ruse by which to
got rid of the power sod control of the
National Government, the Commis-
slon is of the opiuion that it is a step in
the direction of educating the people
to think for themeselves politically,
will tend to luosen Lhe bonds o which
they have 1o the past been held by
the Church, and thus be productive of
good 1o the end.

In view of the fact that the Mormon
Church has invariably In the past die-
tuted the political movements of its
adherents, and presented a united
frout against any aond every party
whicii cime in contact with it, those
who now doubtits sincerity may wuell
be excused for doubting.

That church bas, through the Peo-
ple’s party, streduously oppused every
eflort made, whether by lawa of Con-
gress, the action of the courts or of the
Utah Commission, to put down poly-
gamy, It has appealed to tbe courts,
rouerally going tothe court of last re-
sort upon every guestion that could be
ruiged to sustain jts asrumption that it
was justified In obeying the alleged
will of God expressed through daily
revelation vouchsafed only to thein-
selves, as agninst the revealed will ot
the nation oxpressed through its lowe,
It hus denounced the Conmlssion
through all the years 1t has been ad-
ministering the laws directed againat
polygumy, aod kept a united foree
constuntly standing and ready to
oppose every effort to compel its aub.
mission to the lawsof the Jand,

When disfranchisement stared the
Church in the tace; wheo the city and
county of Balt Liake, the city of Ozden
und county of Weber, aud Park City,
had been wrested from ite control, and
other places were showing sigos o
becoraing auti-Mormon, then, and not
till then, did this change come.

This Commission bhopea It 18 the
beginning of A betterera. It cares not
what the motive underlylog the
movement may he, if its results be for
the enfranchisement of this people,and
the sutatitution of better ideas and
met heds for those which buve prevujl-
ed In the past. 1t will do no Enrm 1o
Utah, or to the pation, to wnittuwhile
and see whit this sudden conversion—
as sudden as that of Baul of Tarsus—
wili briog about.

Time, which provesall things, will
prove whether it will be for good or

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

#il. It s worthy of npote ¢
Geaoliles, more thaa ever t-,eforl;atvgri,lé
the Libern) ticket, by their \'ol.u; AV w-
wd their disbeliet o the singerit f
m.l; nlew political movement. il
tis but two years alnes th =
mission and its reglat.rntiunlsn{ggg]m
were charged with fraud and erime
becsuse the olty of Balt Luke had
shown a Qeantile majority ol 4] iy the
Aupusl vlection, 1858. Tiwe resn]t of
the Salt Lake municipal eisstion of
February, 1890, when the Gentiles
elected a mayor and city council, lwy g
majority of 807, was .ade the oc;-_a,a]{;u
of again viiifying the Commssion b
|,ub||iuhiurg wholesale chargos of cm:‘:
ruptlon, from one end of
tllsothél'. -
A sufficlent apswer to the r
ia found in the increased ?:::g:;':;
vote and increased Libern) majoritie
in the business centere, as showp 1R
Hait Lake City, and the reapjg rthu
lutler (']edti(){ “ -
n Jube, 9, when the rey; -
Balt Lake City was made, tf;‘lal{,"i ;nr
Gentile majority of 41 wan mt-alnedct.hn
reglstration lists exhbibited 4 pota) Ll:
5494. 1In Juoe, 1890, 7621 wuq 1o
June, 1891, 10,273, nearly al| of whict
represents an anti-Mormon gaip
incruase of Qentile immigratiog. L
Under shis_regletration, the Libersl
party of Salt Lake elected its represens
tatives by & majority of 1045 gver jua
highest compelltor; and of 691 gvyer th
Republican and Democratic egm etle
tors combined, and the old ohlhr '?:s < f
fraud against the Commissiog u:d n:g
offi cera have not been once henry
It would seem that no better x.rindl
cation of the work of the Cowmmissi .
vould be wished for, aud the rn:d:.is s
tion of these great businesy cugier
Utah from the blight of the o]g

mp-
o

ime
poinis the way tothe fina) e
of the Terrltory, It the lessgpe P HoD

past are heeded and the ; .
tiuued, which bns thus far :?:I‘u%:?.i
such gratifying results,
Aba meansof secnring j
fuir elections Lhrl.ugbuuft!?;p"[i‘:-i;lt;lrud
the Commission from time te time 51;
the exigency arose, issued to its reris-
tratlon and election officers gjrculars
ot instruction, which  are given us ap-
pendices A, B, C and D to thia report
apd which it is believed werg guueruli
ly observed and acted upon. M;ny of
them dJo notdiffer mulerlaliy from
those heretofore Jublished apgd aeted
upnn, others seemed required o meet
a present need, aud the prompt acquie-
wcence of the Bificers sp allayed par-
tisan fearn that less complaint followed
the August election of 1891 than ever
hefore, ‘Fhis Commission has hereto.
fore recommended and pow repeats
the recommendation thal such jegisla-
tion be had as wili muke1ts registration

officers responsible to it jor their
actions. i
ATTITUDE OF PARTIES TOWARDS

MORMONISM,

The Democratic party of Cilah in ite
declaration of pilnciples, adopted in
convention July 20, 1881, Las the ful-
lowing upon local atfuirs: :

*Be it resolved, That we accept the
declarations and action of the Mormon
people sbandoning the practice of
polggamy, and the People's party in
disbanding the sams, as dope in guod
faith and all sincarity, and wo favor the
restorntion of tho franchise to all dis-
franchisad eitizens who wiil obey the
laws ol the Uniled States.” .



