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$289,670.20. The  Oregon Bhort
Line and Utah Northern division, in
which centers the ohilef Interest here,
and which reveais most accurately the
pulze of local husinesr, had a surplus
of enrnlngs in March, 1898, of 3214,
643.66 ae againat $182,669.41 ‘n Mareh
of lagt year—r gatn of $81,974.25; the
first three monthe of 1898 shows §538,-
031.25 surpiue, which, by compariscn
with the figures for the first quarter of
1895, $260,060.30, gives a gain of $268-,
970,95, or bearly double iast year’asur.
plus. The expense of operating the
Bhort Line this year has heen about 60
et cent of the gross esrninge, while
|ast year it wae nbout 70 per cent.

THE “INDEPENDEN1? AND THE
MORXONN.

Tie New York Independent fs one
of the ablest weeklies publiched in the
Euvglish language, its high standing
belng due in large measure to the care
with whieh it selects its coptributors.
Notwithstanding fite ulmest precau-
tlons, however, there occaslounlly
cteeps in ove of thet class whoee be-
guilloge brought 8ln and eotrow from
the beginning heceuse of the degeitful.
ress thereof. An ‘llustration of this
kind Is given in the last number of the
Independent to hand--the issue of May
14. In it appears & twc-and.s-half
colomn article beaded “Mormon
Priesthood 1a Politice,” written =snd
complled by one Eugeme You-g,
who Is somewhal lknown {n this
olty.

He opens his dieguieitlon with the
grave anpourcement that ‘‘there fe
sometbing extremely pathetic in the
present attitude of the Mormons;*’ he
commizerates them with the plaintive
assurance that *‘they are really an
honest people, dominated and led by
thoge who are uslng their Church posl.
tlons, oot for the epiritual good of their
followers, but to give themselves
greater richea and power;”’ and he
pleads that the Mormons *‘do not like
to give up the faith for which they
bave esuffereri so much,” adding that
they are “igradually being criven toa
oyniciermn that canoot but prove de.
plorable,* anpd ‘‘are groping for some
middle ground where It will be possi-
ble to retalu both their faith and their
manhood and womsanhoond.’’

The only featnre which gives the
article prominecce is the reputa-
ble character of the Jouroal in
which It appears aod which
fs dverervedly held In high es-
teem by a large number of people; and
this fa¢t biings the effusion forward as
oneof thal olass which bas doneso much
upjustifiable irjury to Utab In times
past, in being willtally and deliherately
misrepresentativeof the sentiments anu
conditions of people here, Tae article
agsumes Lo review some focul evenls of
the pret few weeks and contatns noth-
ing either new or interesting to re:d-
ers here, but much toat is injurious to
the Biate when dis'eminated else-
whete, It makes some reference to the
receni address to the SBalntr, by wbich
Ohutch officials were reminded that
when they proposed to temporarily
abandon their Churob duties for other
callings common oaurtesy and die-

olpline required that they ocon.
sult with their ecoleelastical en-
petlors 3t they would retalin

their ecolesinatical positlions; bur it is
mainly a rebash of the ®spook?® story
of a Jceal attorney who was A member
of the Legislature, and treats as an
established facdt that whieh proved a
Ansco which made its progenitor the
laughing stook even of ble best friende,
It alsp sees In woman suffrage $‘a dis-
turbing factol’’ which brings “*many
forebodinge.”

All thie would be amuslng If it had
any interest al ali when repeated here,
where people Know belter; but the
publication in the Indepenident maker
it & more serious matler, since itx
eftect will be to iujure this Blate in the
minds of those whoee confildence snd

tfriendehip i8 greatly to be pre-
ferred to thelr dlatrust ot the
people here. We bhave the satls-
faction, however, of Enowipg lhat

tbe people of Utah are becoming bey er
understood through olozer acquaint-
ance, and we wii] pass on, as we have
done on many eimilar oocaslons, with.
out (roubling to deny in dJetail the
specific and implied untruthe in the
contribation referred to. Thete is no
gutpriee here at the emanativns from
sach a soutee, but the wonder 1s how
the Independent came to be Imposed
upon by aspringall so lncompetent and
uuvrellahle.

HOPELESS SUPPLICATION.

Thbe present attitnde of SBpsin in the
Cuban question is almost ridiculoue,
The govetomenl puts forth every en-
deavor to belittle the insurrectior, in
the eyvs of the people, both in Spaiv
and other FEuropean countries, as a
rieing ;of ‘‘foreigners and nDesroes,”
whose followers are S‘bapdite;® It ie
alleged that but for the wmutimely ug-
rising the reforms apked for would al-
ready have been granted., The fatlure
to catch those *bandils” and restore
peace is accounted for by the fact Lthat
the sympathy for the Cubans ia the
United Biatea js 80 great as 1o toake an
effective campalgn Impossible. Thos:
who regort to this logic would have
the world belleve that 150,000 Bpan-
ish soluiers are powerlese before
a lJittle band of Cuban banaits,
only becsupe the pentiment in the
United States 1s against Spaln, sl-
tnough this pentiment has es yet founad
no more formidable expression than
vigorous orations wund resolutions io
Congreen, and the disp tch of a few
r fiea and some ammunitlon clandee-
tinely sent to Cuba from our sea ports.
It Spaniards are not Ineensible 1o
humor they must be lempled 1o laugh
in their sleeves if not in their beards
when the sltuation is gravely aod offi
ciaily explained in that manpner.

Another rea ure of the stiuation,
which many will regard as equally
bumotour, is the pational appeal to
vecensed persons fcr aid ageinat the
provailing drought and tbe Cubsn
rehele. A ftew days ago the capltal
wae the scepe of one of Lheae stranye
ceremonies thalt eeem like remnants
from the dark sges, A gllver shtiue
satd to contaln the bones of Bt. [ai-
dotus was carrled in the streets ol
Madrid, escorted by 800 clergymen and
thouganda of peojle, ircluding eivil
a8 well ae military «fliclials. They
earried burning candler and chanleu
sacted hymps. People in the street-
kpeeled down, me the rello passed
by, praying the patron eaintlo assis

them. The ceremonies were to ba pet-
formed every day for nine daye, and
the membhers of the royal family ware
expected to join the people in suppli-
cation for deliverance.

It eeems rupeifinous to comment on a
devolion that reeks to oblain the
sympathy of heaven by paying reapecis
to the umet of the great ‘men of the
pas!; but such an exhibition furnishes
evidence that the pation has failed lo
grasp |ho meaning of the relligi:us pro-
sress made int the lsg’ centurles, mod
tphbat St consequentiy 18 not fit to rule a
people thai bas been breathing t» a cer-
tain extent the sweel air of liherty,
walled to them from the shores of this
Republic. There is in this display of
a pacred shrine at the time of & nation-

al crisis muoh that reminds the world
ot ihe frantic eftorts of the Chinese o
silence the Japanese gung by carrying
dragons and lanterne, instead of meet-
ing steel wltb steel, valor with wvalor,
activity with activity. A d if Bpain
fail to make her supetiority over Cuba
good, when the Island shall bave
¢ained liberly the world will congratu-
'ate the Cubans on their escapo potl
onliy from politicsl tyravny, bul also
from what Bppears to he hopeless
superstition.

RELIGION AND POLITICS.

The anpouncement of James Car-
dival Gibboos made in his letter to

Rev. Dt Btaftord, of Washington, and
given In our dispatohes from the
capilal, bas a deep significAnce in view,
of thé atiitude aesumed by the A, P.A.
in politica]l matters. ‘Tats eminent rep-
recentative of the Cuatholic cbureh in
this country makes the authoritative
atatemout that ‘“not only is it the duty
of all parties distiootly to set their
(acens against the falee and un-A merl-
can principles thrust forward of late,
but as much as [ would rezret the en-
tite identifivation of apy religious
body, as st:cb, with any pollilosl party,
[ am convinced that the members ot a
religlous body whose righits, civil and
rel'glioun, are attacked, will aaturally
aud unanimen:ly eepouse the cause of
the party which has the comrage open-
Iy to avow Lhe pliociples of civil and
religinus liberiy socoiding to the Con-
atitution, Patiepce is a virtue, But
it is not the only viriue, When pushed
loo far it may degenerate into pusilla.
nimity.”’

There js no doubt that this declara-
tion will be looked upon by anti-
Catholies #8 a direct threat tbat 1o
itbeit religlous capacity the members of
the RBom=n church will a¢t as a wnit
in politica upen thie Jjesue referred to
in the letler, and that such & proceed-
ing wilt fornian & marked illastration
of an lolerierence by that oburoh in
gtate aftalre, Bul whetber or noy Cat.
dina!l (ibbons bad made the states
ment which now comes cver hle
giguature, the action must have
bsen the same. When the (Caih-
olic organization ia attagked ne
such, 1o the politloa]l oupacity
ot ite members, by & secret organlza-
tion which makes o mau’e relizfon a
barrier Lo the full privileges of oltizen.
ship, there in Do ressonable course left
for the members of that echureh but to
defend thewmweselves In tbe line of the
attack upon them. Their patriotism
ma¥ be of that order which would

cause them (o lay down their lives in



