reasons, are pretty sure to grant. Be-
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sides this pdvantage, this pian has the
further one of converting the people
themselves, the source alike of power
and Immorallty, to correct views on a
great moral subject.

AN AUSPICIOUS CONFERENCE.

The Bixty-elchth Conference of the

Saints opened today under circum-

stances and prospects of a character
most favorable and satlsfactory, and
at least some of the reports that wll11
be presented relatlve to the progress of
the work of the Lord, both at home
and abroad, are sure to be highly pleas-
{ng to the Baints. The success that Is
attending tbe labors of the migsjonaries
who are traveling In varioue countries
of the world, and the remarkable
awakening in spiritual matters which
has been effected among the young
people of most of the Stakes of Zlon
during the past winter, are some of the
most pratifylng phnses of the present
situation which environa the Church.

A signal feature coincident with this
gathering of the Saints Is comprised
of the war clouds that darken the sky
over a great portion of the world, por-
tending the events and calamities:
which the inspired servants’ of God
In this age have long been foretelling;
and while the spirit of the Gospel 13 the
Spirit of Peace. it also recognizes the
necessity of great revolutions in the
aftairs and conditions of the natlons.
and looks forward with both the faith
and the hope that God wlll overrule for
the best the developments that are tak-
ing place in the earth.

The opening day of this Conference
scommemorates several events 1n the
history of the world. The suggestlon
{s made that there js reason to believe
{t to be the true anniversary of the

avior's birth; while most Sunday
achool chidren tn the Church know that
it 1s the day of the year on which was
organized as a religlous bhody, the Lat-
ter-day Saints. Fifty-eight yvears ago
today President, then Apostle, Brigham
‘Young, first set foot on Englsh seil, and
fortyv-four Years ago today the allied
Powers declared war ngainst Ruasla,
resulting in the Crimean campaign.

A “OHRISTIAN" ORGAN.

The Christilan Leader is a Baptist
organ published at Clnclpnati, Ohig.
In its issue of March 9th it contalns a
number of unkind flings at Several|
dlfferent denominations, eapeclally the
Methodists and the Mormons. It seems
«as ready to attack some one else's re-,
ligton as it Is to defend its own, and
it haz several correspondents of llke

|lay one hrick on top of another.

predilections, one of whom fs a Rev.
R. B. Neal, who writes from Grayson,
Ky Rev. Neal has latkly written and
published an anti-Mormon tract and|
has been sollciting subscriptions to de-
fray the expense of circulating it. In
the course of a column and a half
of paragraphs furnished by him he
makes
werg obllged to wse the baptistry In his
church for administering baptism by
fmmerslon to some converts who
wanted it that way. and then he pays,
some attention to the Mormons, as fol-
lows: t

*B. B. Tyler, ltke the true yokefel-
tfow that he §s and always has been,
promptly sends in & two-dollar bill to
ald 1n the flght agalnst Mormomswg

“Olose on his heels follows Bro.
George Darsle, of Frankfort. with a
duplicate two dollars to aid in distribut-
ing the tract where most needed, BSuch
brethren realize the imperative need
of such work, and take the only prac-
tleal way of alding in it

nThe Mormons eow tracts knee deep

fun of some Methodists who!

l unkindly,

all over the land. No one man AmOnNg
us Interested iIn_ antidoting has the
means necessary, By co-operating,
each glving a mite, we can do a grand
work with tracts. I trust that there
are others llke them, and that they will
not lag im their comlng to the front
with 'the ginews of war,' We are but
nt the beginning of the fNght and it will
be hard and long.

“Just received a note from the editor
of the Klnaman, n valiant sheet that
is doing great service rlight In Salt
Lake City, the hot-bed of Mormonism.
He saye: ‘Dear Brother—Your tract
received at this' office. We are glad to
welcome a hard hitter in this fight. You,
make A good point in striking a thing
they gre pushing.’

8, E. Wishard, synodlecal missionary
for 8ynod of Utah, writes on receipt
of the tract: ‘Lay on, McDuff, A few
thousands of that tract, distributed
through your minlaters among all the
people, would be a good Mormon dis-
infectant.” * .

No particular Importance attaches
to the ahove parasgraphe, further than
the Indicatjons they furnish of the drift
of anti-Mormon sent!ment at home as
welt as abroad., They show & disposi-
tion to oppose Mormonism by means
of tracts instead of flrearms, o change
quite commendable as far as it goes.
It the writers of the tracts will make
them conform to the truths of history
and Beripture, there will be no com-
plaints made at this end on mccount of
the zeal displaved In distributing them.
But to ask for truth In an anti-Mormon
tract s to look for flgs on a thistle
stem,

A ROAD TO INDEFENDENCE.

We have passed the end of a long,
hard winter. It began about the first
of November and we have had flve
gsolid months of it. During much of
that time the weanther has been very
fine, though the temperature has
averaged low. Rut the meteorological
features of the winter are not the ones
to be here treated; Iits sociological
phases are of greater importance.

In this city there have been Beveral
hundred men, strong, healthy and
able-bodied, who have spent these five
months In jdleness. 8¢ far as bullding
up the clty is concerned they haven't
done as much as to set a fence post or

They
have had no money to spend and 50
haven’t helped business houses at all.
Many of them have wives and children
who would hAve suffered for the
necessaries of life had not the generous
hand of charity bhestowed reller! The
value to a clty like this of & popula-
tion of thir kInd ia simply negative.
Idie people dependent upon charity for
food, fuel and other necessaries, are
no advantage to any community. and
are In & demoralized cnndition them-
selves. It is doubly difficuit for them |
to tive within the laws of the land, of
gond morala and of true relligion.

There I8 no intentlnn to herc speak
or- even dlsrespectfully, of
poor people who are such hecause of
misfortune; the aAhnve remarks are
designed aa a foundation for an argu-
ment that will he of great benefit to
them Iif they w!ll npen their minds to
canvietlnn by It. There {s anather clags
whnm the argument will At llke the
bark fits the tree: they are the fellows
that hang around city offices and offi-
cers, hegging or harealning for lobs,
and thev comprise an eldment of a
rity’'s nopulation which it 18 extramely:
desirabla to acatter. or neutrallize lnj
some other effective way,

Sprineg time §8 here. In northern
Utash and southern JIdahn there are!
wide stretches of land which do!

3

not require " lrrigation, and BOWH
within the next thirty dal;a with
wheat adapted to them, will, ingjde of
a hundred days after bejing sown
yield from ten to thirty bushels per.
acre. Within the period of the sowing
season a mnn and team ean put in
acres enough to yield quite a working
capltal at threshing time; quite a start
for a famlly, A few dollars |n cash to
pay the land office fees, a team
wagon, plow and seed grain are the'
only indispensables with whijch to be-

gin operations. When the 4
the ground it is an !\sse?e%nis t[i{z
strength of which fence wire gnd

other necessaries can bhe oh
soon as they will be nctum%;h:,eedede?js
and while the crop is Browing g loé
house can be bullt that at least wi[] be
a home, a_better one, probably, th
Abraham Lincoln was born fn ° -
Any of these Idle men who have ex-
cused themselves because work is
scarce in the clty; any of thesge 00T
familles who have been dependentpu -
on charity to ward off sufferip a,‘,’d
whose head {8 able to lahor: aﬁ' £
these political hangers on “'"hoseyvo(t,e
Is their most valuable asset, cap eqsil
become self-sustaining by Zoine whers
Innd and the employment landgﬂlw a
furnishes can be had almost fg l:l'):e
asking., The argument to he déguced
from the foregolng facts ig sufficlently
;g?‘:rent without further elaboration
e

REASONS FOR CONSERVATISM

The “News" I8 not one of thosge papers
that have been censuring the conserva-
tive policy of President McKinley 1
has belleved that he had reaso ; for
his course which were not ruj {;nder-
stood by the American peoplg gener-
ally, and has had confidence in both
his patriotlsm and his ability Some
of the arguments that mlght.wen re-
strain him from acting too rashly or
precipitately are ziven by Willjam E
Curtis, the Warhington correspondeni
of the Chicago Record, though he eives
them merely as newr matter nndg not
with any apparent Intention of mak-
ing a plea In support of the Pregident's
policy, He says that Dr, Louls Klopsch
of the Christian Herald, who hag been
in Cuba for more than a month acting
as a member of the committee for the
distribution of supplies, and who has
himself given §10,000 to the relief fund
spent an hour with the President a few
days ago, and told him that the prop-
erty holders. the taxpayers pnd the
better classes of people of Cubsa did not
want {ndependence. Dr, Klopsch 8ay8:

“l gave the President m
ithe Cuban question. 1 repoyrt:d{et‘zshg;
that there were 205,000 reconcentrados
who had no means of support other
than that given by Amerlcan charity.
I told him that when I left Cuba we
had enough food In our store-house
there to supply the reconcentrados for
the next twentv days. I also Informed
him that if war should be declared
within the next weelk or ten days it
would mean death by starvation to
many Cubans, for Spain would take
possession of the food we have in our
etore-house. The blockadineg of Ha-
vana would mean an awful death rate.
and 150.010 helpless women and children
would die. I told the President this
and that there was no way of avolding
it. My words to the President were:
“The pen that signs m declaratlon of
war slgna the death warrant nf 150.000
reconcentrados, I also told him that
the hetter clags of peopls in Cuba were
in favor of autonnmy—that they would
conslder independence a terrthle rca-
lamity, T infarmed him that tha mn-
inrity of the Cuhans helHeved this. and
that they admitted their own inca-
pacity for self-government. They fear
that ff Independence is brought about




