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when strangersstran cers attend our
I1linichint must be struck with

2 astonishments they at the request thatsomebasy made by those who1 alwaysI nearly rnemeetingeting that they may be I1

address the the faifaithth and by thebysustainederss the saints and that theprayers of
the lord may prompt their i

spirit of I1 desire to call attention 1

for this universal request
to the reasonsart of those engaged in theathethe parton that your minds mayministrywork of with the reason why suchbetots refreshedmade in a revelation givenara requestalsiIs month of november the
in 1881 1 n the prophet josephlord said to the

servant orsonorson hyde was calledmymv to proclaim the everordinance of the livgospelgospel by the spiritng people to people andS god froming in the congregationslandtown land to in their synagoguesvtatthethe wicked and expounding allreasoningrea aning with
unto themscriptures and lo10 this is an enbeholdand all those who were oramdle unto priesthood whosethisuuntonto
appointed unto them to go

HB I1is
forth ample unto themand this 11la the ena

speak as they areansshallththat they the holy ghostbyupon they shall speakwhatsoeverandd upon by the holy ghostjahalks moved shallhall be the will oflaama be scripture mind of thetheaelerdAelS shall bibeabo rdlard be the wwordord of the lord
voice of the lord and thebe thegod unto salvationof of thebeholdold this is the promise

00 ye my servantslordard unto you
I1 thinkassa after listening to that

the latrlatbaid Bdid passagege of scripture
astonishedtonishedfttel dwday CbainteaintI1 willw III not be as

iriti every elder almostalgoet on every oc
desire thatan earnestilonisyou expresses

the influence ofThe might speak under
if the people unibe holy ghost andgagot

matoodmstood the TOmatteratter aright they would
earnest that thisandbe just asa anxious

bbe the easecase as the elder be
come together we de-

ab
caiane when we

to be taught by a teacher who can
instruct who can warn who cancan ad-
monishIn who can if necessnecessaryiry reprove
u bring by this reproof the way

ward unto repentance and of all the
teachers that can best do thisathla indeed
the oiin teacher who can do it well tois

and it should be the lamestI1of tatheae keoplepeople to be instructed of
oefile lord tthatat they might hehear the
wp A ofif the lord that they hear
IMSbl wtwill11 thatjk there might be more

ftptureire addedded tolo the volumesolav scrip
cwm already in existence and new

brought from the great storeve bf gods knowledge to ehrichenrich
awotm knowledge of ththee saints of god I1
m 10conceive therthereforeetore of nothing

auf del than that our teachers

should be moved upon by the holy
spirit when they stand up to teach
the saints

1I offer thisthia as an explanation to
thoughtless latter day saints who may
think that the eldersciders have drifted into
a mere formality of asking an interest
in their faith and in their prayers I1
would remind them that there tois sub-
stance in this desire and that it is of
highest importance that the people be
taught of god and the means ap-
pointed by which they may be so
taught is that those that labor in the
ministry shall speak asan moved apos by
the holy ghost

the end of all preaching of all in-
structionst as I1 understand it is to be-
get faith in the hearts of the hehearers
and the reason why it is of such great
importance that faith be implanted in
the hearts of the children of men is be-
cause faith Is the incentive to all ac-
tion the foundation of all righteous-
ness hence the labors of the servants
of god in all ages of the world have been
to implant faith in the hearts of
the people faith is not the first prin-
ciple of the gospel merely on account
of some conventional arrangement that
has been made it tois the first principle
of the gospel because of the nature of
the thing itself from its nature it
comescomes first it being as I1 have already
stated the incentive to all action the
driving force the power which impels
men to repentance and to every good
word and work in regard to this prin-
ciple of faith I1 want to read a brief
quotation from the third lecture on the
subject of faith in the doctrine and
covenants delivered to a school of
elders in kirtland in an early day of0
the church and I1 fear somewhat
neglected by the saints and perhaps
by some of the elders in these days
it is a very logical statement of the
principles that enter into the subject
of faith and I1 want to address myself
more especially youth who are
present upon this subject the doc-
trine is stated as follows

let us here observe that three
things are necessary in order that any
rational and intelligent being may ex-
ercise faith in god unto life and sal-
vation

first the idea that he actually ex-
ists

second a correct idea of his charac-
ter perfections and attributes

Third lyan actual knowledge that the
course of life which he is pursuing is
according to his will for without
an acquaintance with these three im-portant facts the faith otof every ration-
al being must be imperfect and unpro-
ductiveductive

the first thing necessary tto0 that
faith that shall be sufficient to obtain
life and salvation tois the idea that god
exists it would not take long truly to
demonstrate the truth of that doctrine
the force of it tois very easily seen from
the negative standpoint by which I1
mean this why is it that men who
claim to be atheists dpn who do not
believe in god why lain it thet they do
not repent of their ninealn why toIs it
that they do not receive baptismoln toifor

the remission of sins why laIs it thatthey axeare not found trying to walk in
harmony with the requirements ofgods laws it is all easily answered
by saying they do not believe in the
existence of god and consequentlyconsequentjy do
not consider themselves under any ob-
ligationsligations whatsoever to keep his com-
mandmentsmand ments or obey his ordinances
so we who have essayed to keep the
commandments of god if the idea of
his existence had not been in our
minds we would be just like they are
we would not have come unto him we
would not now be seeking to keep hiscommandments because having the
idea that he did not exist of course it
would follow that we would not have
believed that he had given any com-
mandmentsmand ments to be obeyed hencebence the
prophet paul who perfectly understoodthis subject I1 think says in rotationrelationto it that without faithfaath it is impossi-
ble to please god for he that cometh
to god must believe that he W that
is that he exists and he added fur-
ther and it would be well for us to
hold it in mind as we go on thisstatement that he is a of
all those who diligently seek him

time will not permit me to under-
take the pleasing yet the great task
of pointing out to you the evidences
that exist to establish faith in the
hearts of men that god lives I1 shall
undertake merely to call your atten-
tion to the lines of evidence that may
be followed to prove that fact it isin not
difficult to understand how the
idea of the existence of god first came
into the world you can easily trace itto its primary source you can find it
out by asking yourselves the question
how did the idea first occur to you I1
undertake to say that the universal
answer to that question would be thataway back in the days of toddling
childhood a mother drew you to her
knee and even while you could only
lisp the words of our language taught
you to address words of praise and
thanksgiving unto a being whom she
told you was god you seized upon
the idea right there and as you re-
ceived that idea so too did your parents
before you and the generation before
them and the geneigenerationration which pre-
ceded that and so you might coucostinecoutinetine
from generation to generation till you
reach a time and a place when this
knowledge of the existence of god
sprang into the knowledge of our worldd
by reason of being delivered by those
who knew of gods existence and whoho
perpetuated that truth along thelinthe lines
of tradition

A great many men olof supposupposedlyseftgreat intelligence are inclined to sneer
at thythe evidence for the existence of
that comes along the line of
they dismiss it with the scoffing refre-
mark well that toIs mere tradition
but I1 desire to call attention to the fact
that this line of evidence is most trust-
worthy that it tois worthy of your
esteem I1 pray you think for a mo-
ment what a strong hold it imshas taken
upon humanityhomanitY it everywhere
abounds it matters not whre youyon
look you shoatshall findand it youton may sogo to


