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DISCOURSE should be moved upon by the Holy
¢ the Salt Lake Stake Con- tslfmst'i“t.hm they stand up to teach
- ered 8 e Saints.
gE “ference, S“’_’:d“by- Dec. 12, I offer this as an explanation to
1897, by thoughtless Latter-day Saints who may
gLDER B. H. RUOBERTS. think that the Elders have drifted into
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hen strangers sttend our

s they must be struck aieh
me“?“"gtonishment at the request that
some nli! alwaye made by those who
la near yu.-.e meeting that they may be
a.ddreasd py the faith and by the
sustaine of the Saints, and that the
prayerst the Lord may prompt their
Spirit o A I desire to call attention,
utternnc?u;on tor this universal request
to the l‘eart of those engaged in the
on the p inistry, that your minds may
work of r}r:ed with the reason why such
be refr(’.‘st is made. In a revelation given
?rgg‘:ﬁesin thie month of November, the,
I?ord said to the Prophet Joseph: ‘

“My servant i

ce to proclaim the ever-,
by his ordin®P%,y the Spirit of the liv-
lus nsd from people to people, and
[ng =2 '3 to land, In the congregations
pomgian in their Bynagogues,

o0 e Mk g

A them.
ac::i::‘glege‘i“gig' and lo, this is an en-|
’

all those who were or-
::,:npi; 1111::: this Priesthood, whose.
mgaréfon s appointed unto them to go

ro.'::ﬂ]"d this I8 the ensample unto tlem,

1 think W

It speak a8 they are
that ;heyorﬁ:hgy the Holy Ghost,
moved up they shall speak

“And whatsoever

when moved upon by the Holy Ghost,

ure, ahall be the will of
:_‘ﬂaulzedsc;’ﬁ;n s the mind of the!
Loerd ;i“;u he word of the Lord,|

be t
‘shall be the voice of the Lord, and the

unto malvation;

m?gghgfdeggla Is the promise of the

Lord unto you. O ye my servants. X
I think after listening to that
splendid passage of scripture the Lata~
Saints will not be astonished
ider almost onh every ocs
aes an earnest desire that
x under the [nﬂuerl\ce ot
host; and if the people un.
élégsf‘{)gldy t(l::e matter aright they wou1d|
be just as anxious and earneat that this
should be the case as the Elder, be-
cause when we come together we de-
sire to be taught by & teacher who ¢an
fnstruct, who can warn, who can ad-
monish, who can,.if necessary. reprove,
and bring by this reproof the ways
ward unto repentance. And of all the
teachera that can best do this—indeea,
the enly teacher who can do it well, In
God: and it should be the earnest de-
slre of the people to be instructed of
the Lord, that they might hear the
ward of the Lord, that they mlght hear
His will, that there mighf ' be more
scripture added to the volumes of scrip-
ture already in existence, and new
truths Lrought from the great store-
house of God's knowledge to emrich
the knowledge of the Baints of God. I
ean concelve, therefore, of nothing
more desirable than that our teachers

casion expres
he might spea

Orazon Hyde was called of God in all ages of the world havebeen

Truth and Liberty.

A mere formality of asking an interest
In their faith and in their prayers. I
would remind them that there is sub-
stance in this desire, and that it is of
highest importance that the people be
taught of God. And the means ap-
pointed by which they may be =0
taught is that those that labor In the
ministry shall speak as moved upon by
the Holy Ghost. |

The end of all preaching, of all in-
structlon. aa I understand it, iz to be-
get faith In the hearts of the hearers,
and the reason why it is of such great
importance that faith be implanted in
the hearte of the children of men ia be-
cause faith is the Incentive to all ac-
tlon, the foundation of all righteous-
ness. Hence the labors of the servants

to Implant faith in the hearts of
the people. Falth fa not the first prin-
ciple of the Gospel merely on account
of sOme conventional arrangement that
has been made; it Is the first principle
of the Gospel because ¢f the nature of
the thing itself; from {ts nature It
comes first, 1t being, as I have already.
stated, the incentive to all action, the
driving force, the power which impels
men to repentance and to every good
word and work. In regard to thia prin-
ciple of faith I want to read a brief
quotation from the third lecture on the:
subject of faith In the Doctrine and
Covenants, delivered to a school of}
Eldera in Kirtland in en early day of
the Church, and "1 fear somewhat
neglected by the Saints and perhaps
by some of the Elders in these days.
It i# a very logical statement of the
principleg that enter into the subject
of faith, and I want to address mysell
more especially to'the youth who are
present, upon this subject. The doc-
trine ir atated as follows;

"Let us here observe that three
thinga are necessary In order that any
rational and intelligent belng may ex-
ercise faith in God unto life and mal-
vation.

"First, the idea that He actually ex-
ists.

"S8econd, a correct ldea of His charac-
ter, perfections and attributes.

“"Thirdly,an actual knowledge that the
course of life which he {8 pursulng !s
according to His will. For without
an acquaintance with these three im-
portant facts, the faith of every ratton-
al belng must he {mperfect and unpro-
ductive."”

The first thing necessary to that
faith that shall be sufMcient to obtain
iite and salvation is the ldea that CGod
exists. It would not take long truly to
demonstrate the truth of that doctrine.
The force of it is very ensily seen from
the negative .standpoint—by swhich I
mean this: Why s it that men who
elalm to be atheists, men who do not
belleve In God—why ia it thet they do
not repent of their sinsg? Why s It
that they do not recelve baptism for
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the remission of sins? Why is it that
they are not found trying to walk In
harmony with the requirements of
God’s lawse? It lp all easlly answered
by saying they do not belleve in the
existence of God, and conzequently do
not conslder themselves under any ob-
ligations whatsoever to keep His com-
mandments or obey Hlis ordinances.
S0 we who have essayed to Keep the
commandments of God, if the idea of
His existence had not been in our
minds, we would be just like they are,
we would not have come unto Him, we
would not now be seeking to keep His
commandments, because having the
idea that He did not exist, of course it
would follow that we would not have
belleved that He had glven any coms-
mandments to be obeyed; hence the
Prophet Paul, who perfectly understood
this -gubject, I think, says in relation
to it.that *without faith it Is {mpossi-
ble to please Qod; for he that cometh
to God must believe that He ia" that
[s, that He exlsts; and he added fur-
ther (and It would be well for us to
hold it In mind as we go on) thia
statement: that He is a rewarder of
all those who dlligently seek Him.
Time will not permit me to under-
take the pleasing yet the great task
of pointing out to you the evidences
that exist to establlah falth In the
hearts of men that God lives. T shall
undertake merely to call your atten-
tion to the lines of evidence that may
he followed to prove that fact. It Is not
difficult to  understand how the
idea of the existence of God first came
into the world. You can easlly trace it
to itas primary source; you can fAnd It
out by asking yourselves the question,
How did the tdea first occur to you? 3
undertake to say that the univeranl
answer to that question would be that
away back In the days of toddling
childhood a mother drew you to her
knee, and even while you could only
lisp the words of our language, taught
you to address words of praise and
thanksglving unto a being whom sha
told you was God. You selzed upon
the idea rght there, and as you re-
cejved that idea 8o too did your parents
before you, and the generation before
them, and the generatlon which pre-
ceded that; and ro you might contine
from gemeration to generation till you
reach a time and a place when thia
Knowledge of the existence of God
sprang into the knowledge of our world
by rearon of being dellvered by those
who knew of God'n exlstence, and who
perpetuated that truth along the linen
of tradition. .

A great many men of supporedly
great Intelligence are inclined to sneer
at the evidence for the existence of God
that comes along the line of traditlo..
They di=smiss It with the scoffing re-
mark. "“Well, that Is mere tradition.'”
But I desire to call attention to the fact
that this llne of evidence Is moat trust-
worthy; that It 18 worthy of your
esteem. 1 pray you, think for a mo-
ment what a strong hold it has taken
upon humanity. It everywhere
abounds. Tt matters not where you
look, ¥You shall And 1it. You may go to



