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FIFTY FIRST semiannualSEMI ANNUAL

aonXONconferenceFERENCE

the fifty first semiannualsemi annual con-
ference of tiiethe church of jesjesusu a christ
of latter day saints convened in
the tabernacle salt lake city on
thursday october ath 1881ISSI at 10

am as per adjournment
present on the stand of the first

presidency john taylor george
Q cannon and joseph F smith

of the twelve wilfordilfordVV wood
runnruff lorenzo snowsnows franklin D
richards francis M lyman and
john henry smith counselor D
H wells

patriarch johnn smith
of the first seven presidents of

seventies horace S Eldeideldredgefedge
john van cott and W W taylor

of the presiding bishopric ed-
ward hunterhunters leonard W hardy
and bobertroberttTT burton

besides presidents of stakes
bishops and other leading men from
all parts of territory

the remains of apostle orson
pratt were borne into the taber-
nacle by several of the apostles
the casket beautifully adorned
wawithth flowers was elevated above the
bishopsshops atandstand which was also deco-
rated with bouquets and floral em-
blems in view of the congregation
which was unusually large for the
opening meeting the stands were
heavily draped lain mourning

conference was called to order by
president john taylortaylon

choir sang the hymn
come wowe that loyelove the lord
and let our joys be known

prayer was offered by apostle
franklin D richards

the choir sang
behold the mountain of thetho lord
inutterlatter days shall riserim

JOHNjorn TAYLOR

in opening the proceedings said we
have met this morning in accord-
ance with our adjournment 1sixI
months ago to attend to the affairs
of our conference and on these oc

teasleasicasionglonsions as we are assembled from
the different stakes throughout the

i luand ofig zion for the purpose of at-
tending to all matters in which we
as a people are interested it is
proper that we should comprehend
thette position that we occupy and be
prepareprepared with prayerful hearts and
with 0ouroun spirits and feelings drawn
out unto our heavenly father to
attend to all things that shall come
before us in a manner that shall be
just and right and proper that
wewo may have thetile spirit
of the lord to rest down
upon us that in our teachings in
our business and in all affairs that
ahall come before us in a conference
capacity we may be under the guid-
ance and direction of the lord as we
ought always to be in all of the

bliesbiles of the saints
we are placed todayto day under rather

peculiar circumstances while we at
tend to our conference wiw at the
same time are called to perform the
obsequies connected wwith the death
of our beloved brother and apostle
orson pratt this is rather a pecu-
liar phase to be entertained in a con-
ference capacity yet he though
dead yet lives and while hebe
lives in the heavens he lives also
in the hearts of the saints and of the
holy priesthood and we could
not have a more fitting oppo-
rtunity to attend to the obsequies of
our beloved brother and when
we shall have finished paying the
last tribute of respect to this our
beloved brother there is also an-
other occurrence which has taken
place and we wish to hold memori-
al services pertaining thereto that
is in connection with the death of
elder feramorz jjV young son of
president brigham young who in
returning from a mission to mexico
in company with moses thatcher
one of the twelve died at sea
between havana and new york
we thought that while attending to
the funeral services of brother or
an pratt it would be a fitting oc

casioncaslon to hold memorial services
also pertaining to him for he is ac-
counted a faithful intelligent and an
honorable young man and a good
latter day saint and as he has died
in the harness although his body laIs

not present we wish to show to him
that respect that all honorable el-
ders of israel ought to have theref-
ore the ceremonies pertaining to
his funeral will be attended to in
connection with those of
brother pratt this aften gi
and as the time seems to be
progressing and we wish to have
everything done without confusion
that all may have an opportunity of
viewing the corpse weWO will not
this morning prolong our remarkremarkssp
for it would be irrelevant with soso
shortabort a time and under existing cir-
cumstancescumstances to introduce any other
subject7 at present

APOSTLE WILFORD WOODRUFF

then arose andaveand gave a few instruc-
tions about the orderordenderden agreed upon in
relation to the public viewing the
remains

PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR

stated that after this service closed
and the presidency and twelve had
viewed the boby thetho public would
have the privilege of passing by
each side of the coffin and taking a
glance at the features of the depart-
ed and trusted there would be no
confusion but that all would observe
order and decorum

the Conferconferenceeneeende adjourned until 1
pm

the choir sangbang the anthem
the lord wm comfort zion

benediction by president joseph
F smith

the casket waswag then lowered and
the first presidency the twelve
apostles the presidency of the
stake and other authorities took a
farewell look at the e of
bleir venerable lellow laborer and
the vast assemblage filed past in
doubledoable columns the eyes ofif many
being filled with te rs aas they gazed
upon the face cfef the man whose
voice has been liftedlined up both long
and loud for so many years in israel
and among the
the glad tidings of eternal salvation

duringdaring the intermission some sev-
en or eight thousand people viewed
the remains the whole time being
taken up in this manner atoneat one

the casket wua again elevat-
ed and then thetho tabernacle leingbeing
filled in every part followed the

OBSEQUIES OP APOSTLE
ORSON PRATT

thursday rpm

the choir sang
hark from afara funeral knellkneil
movesmores on thetho breeze its echoes swell

prayer by president joseph F
smith

choir sang
thou dost not weep to weep alone

thetho broad bereavement seems lo10 fall

PRESIDENT WILwllMIDlid WOODRUFF

read a revelation through the I1 ro
phet joseph smith to orson pratt
g ven november ath 1830 as fol-
lows

1aiI my soneon orson hearken and hear and
behold what I1 the lord god shallbhail baysay unto
you evenevon jesusJesua christ yuryour redeemerRodeeinerelner

2 the light and the lila otof thothe world a light
which ellneth in darkness and the darkness
c it not

who aoso loved the world that habe gave hiahla
owown mtuto that as many as would believebelleve might
become thetha sons otof god wherefore you are
maymybonmynonMd4 and blessed ameare you because you havehavo
believed

6 and more blessed are you because you
are called of me to preach my gospel

6 to lift up your voice as with the sound
of a truyntrumpp bothdo th long and loudlouds and cry re-
pentancepentance unto a crooked and perverse gogene-
ration

no
preparing tha way otof the lord for lilshis

second ccomingoming
7 for behold verIteriverily1319 verily I1 say unto youyoug

the time lais soon at handhandt that ishallI1 shailbhail come lain
I1a cloud with power and great glory

8 and it shallbhan be a great day at Atthee time of
my coming for all nations shall tremble

Q but before that preatgreatpioateat day shau oomacoma the
sunbun shall be darkened and the moon be turn-
ed into blood and the stars shall retrefrefuseuse their
shining and some shall fall and great de-
structionstEt await the wicked

io10 wherefore lift up your voice and spare
notonot for the lord god hath spoken therefore
prophesy and it shall be eivengiven by the power
of the holy ghost

IL11 and if you are falthralthfaithfulsulpfulp behold I1 am
with you until I1 come

12 and verily verily I1 say unto you I1come quickly I1 am your lorland your re
ddeemermecmer evenevenso so20 amenamed

brother woodruff said if liehe was
to express his desires to the lord itaou d be 0 lord give us grace that
wetweL maybe able to accomplish the
work required of us butobut 0 the
chains thathatt bind this immortal
spirita sometimes he felt 0 that
he could break the bands of mortal-
ity and open his eyes in the spirit
world to receive that which orson
pratt is now enjoying but we
must be patient and be willing to

abide our time it would be imps
sible to give the history of that great
man or to depict the glory that
awaits him it would take the
trump of the sixth angel to do that

he hadbad been associated with
brother pratt man years the first
testimony he ever heard from him
wagwai in a house in kirtland in april
18341831 he went with him to mis
sour in zious camp in traveling
a thousand miles with the prophet
th fo who were in that company re-
ceived an experience that they can
never forget hlennien were reduced to
mere skeletons with the choleinand
many diedaled bro pratt while suf-
fering frum its effects manifested
that indomitable will ani h has
since been many times ex-
hibitedhibi ted he struggled with death
and overcame by faith in god
brother pratt had lived longer in
thisthia church traveled more ballesmiles
and preached more sermons than
any man in it he had baptized
thousands and fulfilled the revela-
tion just read his garments were
clear from the blood of this genera-
tion he had studied and written
more upon the gospel and upon sci-
ence than any man inin the church
he had now gone home it was all
right this event the speaker had
expected for some months before
liehe left on his late visit to st george
he laid his hands upon bro pratt
and blessed him this was record-
ed in his journal which the histori
ans could read after the speakersspeaker
death if bro pratt could speak to
this ass after meeting with
hethe prophet joseph and his breth-

ren in the spirit world he would
say to the apostles the seventies
the high priests the elderseiders the
lesser priesthood and the saints
can you afford to spend one hour in
neglect of this great work upon the
things of this world the spirit of
bro pratt is alive todayto day and will
live as long as our heavenly father
lives his testimony is closed his
voice ii hushed in death bu it will
not be a great while for some of us
before we hear it in the spirit
world let tilethe living work while
the day lasts bro pratt makes
the ninth apostle that had left us
who came through emigration
canoncanlon in 1817 this enjoined us to
be also ready to be faithful to god
aniuniandI1 the responsibility resting upon
us the speaker thanked god for
the gospel and priesthood revealed
and exhorted all to be faithful as
saviors on mount zion sleep on
brother orson then with thy quo-
rum thou meet in bliss and
spend eternal day amen

APOSTLE LORENZO SNOW

jsamsell hia feelings were very similar
to those expressed bybibrobro woodruff
there was not much occasion to
mournwhen those who had received
the gospel and magnified the priest-
hood passed away as hadbad brotherpratt the gospel opened to view
a hope faith and satisfaction
that was a comfort in occur-
rences like these it was well for
all wise latter day sainssaints to have
before them a full view of the glory
that awaits those who are faithful in
thtb iabi important cause we ought to
have a proper sense of the glory that
had been promised and that resur-
rection for which we eoso fondly
hoped could bro pratt have the
privilege to communicate with us he
would say mourn not forlor me I1 have
passed through the fiery ordeal
tL have through the blessing of
god obobtained the victory and there
is secured to me the privilege of

a that
through which I1 have ministered
tL hailhall be made glorious I1 have been
able to pass through affliction and
temptation and ontaoutaobtainedined the vic-
tory the promise is rthat as we
are now the sons of god when the
lord api earyearmears we shall 1if faithful bee
like him and see him as he isS
jesus when he appeared to his
desciples after his death came in
hiahi glogioglorifiedrifled body he also appear-
edcd to joseph and oliver in the
temple at kirtland he was glori-
ous in appearance and when heile
shall be reeaed from heaven those
who overcome and are worthy shall
be like him it was necessary for us
to endure the fiery ordeal of thisthia life
to passpasa through this probation that
we might attain to an exaltation
we agreed to this in the spirit world
before coming here bro pratt had
endure ii and oveovercomereome it was in-
deed a satisfaction when a man
could pass through temptations for
so many yearsears and not lose his right
to a ccrownowlowr bro pratt tbashasas sustain-
ed no loss his exaltation was sure
and he I that ina the spirit
world bro pratt could do as
much good for his family as
here and also for this great
work it waswaa now our duty to

imitate hiahla faithfulness which hebe
had maintained in traveling from
lanctoland to landlaud ans from seatscatseabea tooseaobeasea
the spirit of inspiration had re-
mained with hinihim from the day he
received the revelation that hadbad
been read until he departed and he
would attain to the glory of a son
of god the speaker trusted that
the family of the deceased wouldwoula be
comforted and be able to take that
course that they might meet him
and enjoy thattrat glory which he hadbad
secured also that all might be
able to overcome audaudand receive that
reward which waswas prepared for those
that are worthy

APOSTLE F D RICHARDS

felt that we had assembled under
very peculiarir circumstanceI we
had not done with mourning for the
loss otof the president of the united
states before we were called to
mourn the loss of the presence and
serEerservicesvices of an apostle of the lord
and also that of a young and faith-
ful brother who had been called to
meet a clrcircirclecleofof friends more intelliintel lir
gengentt and glorious than any on earth
bro prattsprates life had been distin-
guished by the labors of over
i alf a century in this cause he
hadbad ilisals priesthood from
the handsbands of those who obtained it
direct from peter james and john
going forth preaching and writing
under the spirit of inspiration in his
youthful days the speaker hadbad
labored much with hlinhim and testi-
fied that if any man had a right to
the title of meek it was brother
orson Prattand while his nature was
so firm thatthai it amounted sometimes
almost to obstinacy yet hefie always
yielded to that which was declared
oy authority brother prattfratt was
a studious assiduous worker pre-
paring himself by acquiring a
thorough education to meet
all that might rise uptip against
him seeking by Juinspiration to learn
all that could be known the
speaker referred to the testimony of
prof proctor that bro pratts works
on astronomy were entitled to the
admiration and respect of the scien-
tific world when this church was
in poverty in wanttantsant he labored and
toiledtolled continually in its interest as
wf 11 as when he was placed in a con-
dition of greater comac rt in speak-
ing of the lifes labor of such a man
it was difficult to tell where to be
gin and where to end he had
however finished his work fought
the fight and kept the faith and so
cured hisbig crown he araswaslwasi
now where his powers were
extended where doubtless hebe could
see as liehe was seen
as he was known the speaker
had sat at his feet being pleased to
bearn of him he was giadglad for him
for liehe was now resting from his ja-
bors

la-
bors and his works would follow him
in bishis generations he had earned
the power to bless all of his poster-
ity who would be obedient 0 that
god would help us all that our last
end might be like his and may god
comfort the bereaved and make
them to feel that the judge of all
the eartle has done right

PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR

said it would be impossible during
the limited time allotted to this
meeting to dodr justice to the life and
labors of brytherbrother orson pratt thatmust be left to history in paying
respects to the departed we felt that
though we had to do with death we
had also relations to life we had
an existence before we came here
god is our heavenly father jesus is
our elder brother and they with the
priesthood in the heavens dictated
our positions while in the flesh
and the conditions that await
us in the future we camecable
here to fulfillfulfil a work that god besig

before this world had an ex-
istence before the morning stars
sang together or the sons of god
shouted for joy fromerom tile time of
the first promulgation of the gospel
by holy angels to joseph until to-
day the of this church hadbad
been dictated by the heavens
through the priesthood upon the
earth and we were indebted to
our heavenly father for all thingsgewere all poor fallible erring crea-
tures and could do nothing without
the sustaining hand of god no one
Aapostle or prophet could acaccom-
plish

com
h anything in this work except

god be with him to him we
are indebted for all bless-
ings we enjoy do we feel
sorrowful when a good man goes
back to god who gave him life no
not if we understand the truth
the serlseriscriptureturetute says phechethamthat hath
eternal ilfelife is richesrich pointing to
the commincoffin there lleslies a rich man
hellasheliashe hashns fought the good fight and he
is all right brother pratt was fore
ordained from eternity to hold the

priesthood which was given to him
and he came at the right time
would I1 wish to retain for a mo-
ment a man whose services were re
quiren behind the vallvail no I1 would
not there isig a work totobetotele done there
a thousand timestimea as great as here
and what have I1 to sayeay against hlahia
departure nothing whatever the
Priespriesthoodhoodbood ministers in time and
in eternity it was said in one of the
revelations that father joseph
smith was with abraham wilywhy
because he was a patriarch as was
abraham and he had gone to his
own quorum so with others who
had departed president taylor re-
lated an incidentlent on the plains
when a brother was supposed to
have died but when hands were
laid upon him he spoke and said he
had been in vision had seenbeen joseph
and hyrum had received a mission
to the spirit world and did not want
the brethren to keep him back from
his mission the speaker felt that
this was right bro pratt hadhail gone
to labor behind the vailvall he
hadchad gone to join his quorum and
we should not be sorrowful it is
the lords will ietjet him do as seem
ethelmeth him good and if another and
another is wanted all right and we
should seek to know god and to
his will in all things let us try to
imitate the examples of brother or-
son wherein they were good god
is at the head of this kingdom he
will do as him good and
we will say amen to it

although it was painful to the
friends of bro feramorz jj young
to thing they should see him no
more yet there was this assurance
that the time was coming when all
that were in their graves f hould be
called forth by the voice of the son of
godana we should meet with those
who had departed prespresidentident tayl-or closed by invoking the blessing of
god upon the friends of the deceadeceased

i

sed
and upon all thetile faithful in israel

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q CANNON

said this week hadbad been one of sad-
ness if it were not for the hipeshi pes of
the gospel we might say these were
days of gloom but the consolations
of the gospel dispelled the gloom
and broughtbr at joy and comfort in

brother cannon spoke of his
beelinfeelings on hearing soon after
the leathdeath of brother orson
prattfratt of the demise of brotherrother33
feramorz ii young while prepar-
ing on the same day for these ser-
vices the tidings came rf the death
by accident of bro pullenfallen who fell
from the templetempie to the ground hefelt sad indeed at the news as his

had
cased in witnessing the grief of the
mother and brotbrotherslers and sisters of
bro young the speaker expressed
hhisis regret that vevie had not therethe re
mains of bro young with us butit was right that we should mourn
with the bereaved and express ourcur
feelings of sorrow at this affliction
and say words of comfort to them
there was probably no young man
of his age who was better fitted to
go hence than feramorz L young
after living 23 years and 11 days
his mother had the satisfaction of
saying that she had bievernever known
him to do wrong he was a pure
obedient anatand loving bov rejoicing
in gods truth his life was exemalary mingling with the world since
hohe wwass 16 yearsears of agerge liehe was yet atrue latte rd saint he kept the
word of wisdom while many ofthose older than him violated ithe was firm in that which he con-
sidered proper at the age of 16
there being a vacancy for a cadet at
annapolis he had a desire and anassurance that he would go although
obstacles seemed to interfere howent passed a good examina-
tion and entered as a cadet thespeakermet him at the academy
and was gratified at the influence
helie exercised there he stood well inhishia clasciar his father deemed to havea dread of his going on the sea as a I1

naval officer and contrary to his
own wish he was released he sub-mitting

I1

however without com-
plaint he afterwards graduated attroy and when he came back andwas sent on a mission to mexico hewent gladly being full r of fidelity
and deairldesiringng ardently tb maguinmagnifyy
the holy priesthood in the labors ofthe ministry the speaker related
incidents showing his unseltunselfishiehleh
character and read extracts from I1

some of his letters while in mexico
showieshowing his strong convictions ofthe truthtru of this work and his de-
sires to be useful in it some of
them containing facts gleaned in
mexico strongly corroborating thebook of mormonon otnes show-ing that he had no fears of death
and his bright hopes of the life to

president cannon saidlaidthough his body sleeps in the seayet


