
soneum

dmm S ea Q izeITE WS depte
DESERET NEWS

WEEKLY

eruthTRUTH ANDarm

pled arvdired PUBLISHED BYdr
THE DESERET NEWS

CHARLES W PENROSE EDITOR

WEDNESDAY bewser 6 iseibe

AN ADDRESS TO THE MEM-

BERSmembersOFor THE OF

beiusJESUS laiterLATTER
SAINTS

dealaDEAR brethren AND SISTERS

therothere havohave beensbeen many times in
our pstpast history when groat oxexigen-
cies

igen
have arisenariaen and it has been

thetho imperative dutydoty of the firt
presidency of the church of jesus
christ oflatterdatter day sainta to give
plain and pointed counsel to the pepeo-
ple

0
o

over whom in the providence of
god they have been called to pre-
side A condition of affairs exists
at the present time which makes it
eminently proper that we as the
first presidency of the church
should address you this epistle

we hear from many quarters ththatat
many of youyon are not olearcicar in your
minda aado tilethe course youyon should
take in view of the extraordinary
circumstancescircum in which yousou are
placed by the action of congress
and the executive at washington
and of the commissioners creat-
ed by the edmunds law since
ttheirllor klinkilearrivalvalvai in this city some
viewing the requirements which
are proposed as iniquitous
others having scruples about taking
an oath which embodies all thathe odi-
um of da religious test and stillpuli
others who feel eoso indignant that
they would rather suffer the loss of
citizenship than to beekbeck fo maintain
it by such a method asa has been
proposed by the commis honeredoners it
isla asa a religious community thatthai we
are asardassailedledl ioslos your religious be
lieflef and practices thatthab are the ob-
jects of attiattacklckick because yonyou belong
to a religious body nearly nine
entas otof you who have neverneven been

guilty of even alleged crime and
whose only offenseoffence I1ia a belief inn a
doctrine which the prophettProphetaheto and
holy men ofdf god practicedpractised and the
fruits of which was the redeemerBedeemer
of uhethe world laimhimselfseifself are deprived
of the most preciouspreclouscious rights of free-
men therefore it becomes your
duty as believers inift religion to de-
fend yourselves by exercising to the

properroper extent the few privilegeprivilegesa
Sleftartaft to you among which are those
of regIroslregistrationstratyioflon and and not
yourselvesyoursyourebiveselvea and your own rights1194
alone boutwebut th0 right oleveryof every man
woman and child in this broad land
to believe audand pradpragpracticetice their reli-
gion aga theintheir consciences may dladia
gatelate so long asils sucheuch prpracticepraetdetleeieeice shall
not interfere with the lights of
their neighbors i

the edmunds lawlaws designedesigned for
the repression aindand destruction of a8
portion of yourdour religion by daran
chasing all persons inla the territories
or other places over
united states have exclusive jurisjurls
diction who had adopted in
encoence to the require rhe ta of their
religion the grinblprincipleibleibie of celestial
marriage bebecamecamocame the law bt the
landjaadanon merch 1882 agtheAs the
jaw required nivefive
lecter by the president and confirm-
ed by the senatessenate were sent to thisthill
merriVerriterritorytorytors to enforce its provisions
these commissioners feachedreached saltsilt
likelake city on thetile dfOf pre-
sent month bincesince their arrival
thedthey have in interviews with
prominent citielticitizenszens given assurances
pfaf their intention to carrycatry outont the
lawJAW rineliao by line strictly and fairly
their first public announcement
was thatthai in accordance with the
law of congress an ejectionelection of a
delegatodelegate to congress would be hald

on the seventheleventh ofbf llolioITovember tijaextext
followingF toiatola vannolannoannouncement thetha
commissioners have published
nine which they hwdhave adopt-
ed for the appointment andd govegov
eminent of Regiregistrarsregistrar judges of
election etcete for that
election the second of theaethesa rules
contains the following oath or affir-
mation which the registration off-
icer of each precinct is required to
administer to every one who applies
to have hisbis name ar retyped
an the rosleAregistration listift

y

Y OF UTAH 1

couCOVcounty OF baltSALT biakeLA jt

I1 being first duly
sworn 0oor affirmed depose and say
that I1 am over twenty one years of
age and hayehayo resided in the terri-
tory of utah for six months and in
the precinct of one month
immediately preceding the date
hereof and if a male amain a native
bom or naturalized as the case may
be citizen of the united states and
a taxpayer in this territory or ifit a
female I1 am native born or natu

i realizedralized or the wife widow or datlodatiedaugh-
ter

uilull
as the caso may be of a native

born or naturalized citizen of the
united states audand I1 dordo furtherfarther soso-
lemnly swear or affirm that I1 am
not a bigamist nor a polygamist
thathatt wnmi am not a violator of the lawslawn
of the united states prohibiting
bigamy or polygamy that I1
do not live or cohabit with more
than one woman in methe marriage
relation nor doesdoos any relation exist
between merne and any woman which
lashag been entered into or continued
in violviolationatlon otof the said laws of ahe
united states prohibiting bigamy
or polypolygamygarny and if a woman that
I1 am not the wife af0f a polygamist
nor have

1I1 entered into any relation
with any man in violation ol01 the
lawalaws of the united states concern-
ing polygamy or bigamy

subscribed and sworn to beabefore me
this day ofaf 1882 7

registration officer precinct
it will besbet perceived by all who

bavehave joad the edmunds jalaw that
the words in the marriage fdarela
tionlion incorporated lain this oathgath areaie
not bound in that law the jan
guageguarre of the edmunds I1lawaw itself isia
that no polygamist birabiga orr

alyanyady person cohabiting with mommore
than one womangomanvoman and no wamanmanmau co-
habitingha with any of the parsons
described rass aforesaid lain thlethie section
in any territory or other piaplaceover
which the uniled states have ex-
clusive jurisdiction shall bobe entitled
lo vate at any election held inift any
bilthsuch or other place etc

whatever thetha intention of the
author of this law inaymay have been
this is certain the words iringrinin the
marriage relation are notrot a part
of the law if thetha law therefore
were strictly enforced accordIaccordingaccordingdiugDg to
its literalliteral tenor not only would
those who have obeyed the doedobdoctrinetrIne
of celestial marriage in ad divinedivina
command be excluded from voting
and holding office but it laIs more
twanthan probable that many per
ans who have urged legislation
against the latter day sa jtb and
made war upon this feature of their
religion would also be disfranchisedfranchiseddis
and disqualified for holding office

As a church we havehava repeatedly
testified in thethie most solemn man-
ner that the institution of marriage
which this law Is aimed athas been
revealed to us by thothe almighty
and that it ia a part of codrour religion
that it is inerinterNroven with our dear-
est and hollestholiest hopes connected
with eternity and that notdot from
any lustful motives butout we
believe we incur tvathe eternalernalet
displeasure of our 11heavenly father
if we did not comply with
its requirements we have es-
poused thibilila doctrine it hashns been
arguedTay those who luoare ignorant of
the truotrue natunatanaturei-e of this doctrinedochtrani and
howbow jn conneconnectedaledcled it ja
with fillall our hopes of eternal happi-
ness in that world beyond the totomb
that this is not a part olourofour religion
that thibhis system of marriage
iais not religion that it isJs
an unmoraljnmoral andwd an odious
practice that it ia1 shocking lo10to the
religiousi4 selfiavotof the nation and to
the civilization of our agage and that
legislation framed for itsita repression
and extirpation should be enacted
the Federal legislature has there-
fore passed thisthia act and thetha feder-
al executive has affazed toq it his
signature

iflf proof worewere needed respecting
thothem truth of our protestations snotsuotand
testimoniestetimonies that this is a partpant olour
religion and that the object of this
law lais not the eradication of immor-
ala practices ngahutAhatItit iaIs Iaintendedtendedas a direct blowbiow at our religious
faith and practice we have ibt tarfarjuZ
dished in tats oathnthi prespregprececribibidedby6
thfliefile commissioner itlt is marriage
under the formsform of religion anulandand not
mirlmithimmorality disfranchises
and disqualifies thothe citizen
derthiaun this oath every mn andnd

whovyhonin good faith in all
solemnu andainmg strict accordance
with alib of their holy
religion bavehave entered into
covenants for timetinne and all eternity
recordingaccording tojo the patriarchalal order ofot
marriage ardarearoare excluded by this oath

thosthose0 of
both kixbixies vrho agymay belie living the

khelsies

vilest of lives in aduadultery fornica-
tion or the practice of licentious-
ness

eenttous
of any kindklud can take the oath

and be registered vote and holdbold of-
fice this oath lais expressly framed
eoso as not to interfere with or dis-
turb them one class of citizenszensnuns to
be stripped of citizenshipcitizenship for obeying
divine law while the violation of
the moalmoat Pacred of divInclawson
thetile part of another class does not
render them ineligible to holdhoidholdtholdinethene
highest in the oryl

it has been with feelings of pro-
found regret that we have wenseea tovi e
commissioners men of high posi-
tion and bearing honored names
take thiathis view of theflie law and frame
such an oath as thiathid to be adminadamine

unto the on
other handband it laIs with unmixed satis-
faction we perceive that the
oath draws the line so sharp
jyly and distinctly between
marriage and licentiousness byjby
the attempt fathelathein the construction of
this oath to shield from injury those

their illicit connections with
iliethe other sesees might under the pro-
visions of the edmundsedmunda law be dis
franchised the latter day baiatosaintg
who in all sincerity and honor
have obeyed a revelation from lodgodiod
are not reduced to their degraded
leveleve

ouroar counsallcounsal then is to the lat
ter day saintstSa intsinta who can truthfully
take this oath therthere laIs no reason
that we know 0of in thethe gospel or
in any of thetho nevelrevelrevelationsations of god
chien prevents you from doingdoingoso
youyoli owe it to yourselves you owe it
to your posterity you owe it to those
of your co religionists who by this
lawlant are robbed woneworse than even
mady of yoursyounsyourselveselres of their rights
under the constitution you owe it

1 to humanity eversevery where tenyen owe
it to tafttatt free and constitutional
formforin of government which habhaa been
bequeathed to you through the pre-
cious sacrifices of manyiny of your
forefathers to sodo all in your power
to maintain reilereligiousalous liberty and
free republican government
inintiut these mountmouLtmountainsains and to
preserve every constitutional right

and not to allow
or indif-

ference or any feelingof resentment
or indiindignationlunationlknation because of wrongs
inflictedInflictea upon you any nightright or pri-
vilegevilege to be wrested from
you very many of you can
taketabb thisichihk oath with conscientious
ness and entire truthfulness
as youjonjou could even itif it were in
a form which many of your traducerstraducerars
could not take without perjury and
yet there would be no impropriety
while you do take it in protesting
against it as a grossgrosa wrong imposed
upon you then havinhatinhavingg done this
ancland everything elseeise hiin your power
to preserve consconstitutionalti tul1

11 onal govern
men t and full rellrelireligious0igus freedom in
the land you can rafolssafely trust4lt the
lord for the rest ue haslas promised
to fight your battiesbattles his word has
never failed you hayehave proved him
in times of trial and clerca
tion in the past and he toiannetlielle same
god todayto day that he was then ilehe
has neither gone to sleep nor is he
upon a jjourneybourney an daltit you are faithfalth
ful to16 alimhim he will as surely de-
liver you in the future and fulfillfulfil all
his promisespio to zion as heme has de-
livered you in the ptpestopaststesto

in regard to our religion or our
eternal covenantscovenant wowe have no corn
promise to make nor principles to
tarter away they emanate from
god and aroare founded upon the rock
of eternal agesuge they will live and
exiaexist when empireempires rlowenspowersowens and
nations shall crumblecrumbie and decay
and with the help of the almighty
we will guard sacredly our coven
ants and maintain our interests and
be true to our god while time ex-
ists cror eternity endures

in regard to your political arrange-
ments thetho territorial central com-
mittee is an organization that has
for its object the preservation of the
rights of every citizen of this terri
tory without regard to party or sect
they will doubtless issue such in

from time to time as
s demand it is in the

interest of every patriot to faith-
fullyfulfuiouy obobserveservelseiveL and practically carry
out ttho suggestions that abeythey may
make

let us guard well our franchisefranchls
and in one unbroken
tamtain and sustain our political status
and aaas patriots and freemen oper-
ate together in defence of what few
liberties are left us in thothe defence
of the constitution and in the de
fence of the inalianabla rightarights of
man which rights always exist and
are above and before all constitu-
tions and thus to perpetuate to pos-
teritytotoatorr ity the inestimable blessings of
freedom including to live
the right to bopa tupe and uievia rightnight to
pursue 70 bvby

any influencesinfluence powerpowers or combina-
tion

your brethren in the gospel
jonnJOHN TAYLORTAYLOE
GEO Q CANNONcanson
jos PF SMITH

baieSali Likelibe oltycity utah territory
august1
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PREPARE FORFOIL ACTION

THEtur people of utah ought to be
given dearlyclearly to understand that in
order to vote at tlette november elec-
tion for delegate to Concongressgreeb it will
be nee for them to take the
oath prescribed by the commission-
ers A large number of them will
think naturally thathat as they have
been duly registered and that thairtheir
names are enrolled upon the registry
hatshate there is no need to register
again this matter must babe ex-
plained to them and thothe county
committees of thetho peoples party
amaro the proper conveyers of this in
formationtorformatlonmation to the members

the nature of the oath prescribed
is such that whilo somegome voters will
not attempt to subscribe to it betie
caucausecausape unableenable truthfully to do so
others who can lawfully take it will
refrain unless the importance of
their votes Is clearly ex-
plainedplained they will reason
in this way thibtuia oath is not re-
quired by law it lnii13i i not only an
imposition but it isia unjustly end un-
lawfully discriminating in its terms
to pay any attention to it will be
humiliating and a concconcessioneslonebion to an
arbitrary exercise of usurped au-
thoritythority therefore they will stay
away from the registry and therethene

i foreforo aleoaho from the balloting
but itif it is explained to thermthorn that

unless they submit under protest
to this wrong a greater wrong will
bea pperpetratedpegrated that if their votes
are pajackingeking an unscrupulous minor-
ity liiill havehavo opportunities vastly
enlarged for the perpetration of a
great outrage for which thebethese ene-
miesmies have laid deep plans that by
stoopingg to conquer they will ma-
teriallylo10teriterlnaallyaily aidin mmmakingking the intended
fraud much more difficult of execl
llonlion then they will swallow theirthelr
just objections and not only taketabo
the oath but seefee that their names
aroare found on the realsregisregistrytry lisiia baand in
thehe event cfct certain villainvillainiesvillainiesfesles al-

ready boastboastededof0 in anticipation be-
ing attempted they will takelake the
neencenecessaryessary stepasteps to secure their tights
and defeat the monggong intended

let it babe clearly explained that
thetho names now on hebe registry Hslistt
of allnil persons who do notmot take the
oath ara to be e noigo poly-
gamist bigamist or gereon who co-
habits with more than one woman
in the marriage relation or wiowao is a
violator of thothe laws of the united
states prohibiting bigamy tor who
holdsbolds any relation with any woman
which has baenbeen entered into or con-
tinued in violation of those lawlandlawbanabandsandsana
no woman rwhoho is the wife 0off a poly-
gamist or who hashaa entered into any
relation with any man in wioTioviolationlation
of the laws of thothe united states is
entitled under the rule to register
of course such persons will not at-
tempt eoso to do allaltothers however
can claim the right to register if
they aro otherwise qualified to
vote and they should ba suro to do
eoto and to do it in time

before the second mondayday in sep-
tember every alien who is entitled
under the law to his naturalization
papers should go to thothe district
court and be made a citizencit the
importance of this duty has beenbien
Impreimpressedmedwed many times for many
years upon those who are infix this
condition there are people who
although they have their 69 first
papers arearo still without thothe palopaio of
citizenship and yet hacehare beeniken in
this country for a great many more
years than are required by law as a
residence qualification for citizen-
ship vowe stuat that they will now
seeseethebeethethe necessity of throwing off
their lethargy and carelessness and
of obtaining the right to vote imira
mediate action in their case is rcre
quiren

there is another clas young
men and women who arrived inm
this country befarobefore theyare IS18 yearsyeara
of age and whose parents are not
citizens all such who are now
twenty onooneOB 0 years of age and up-
wards pdand hhayehave resided ave yearsyeara
intheirU tilethe united tates awcan obobtaintairtheir certificatesce ficat of naturalization in
thetha district court by taktakinging the
required oath without taking4 out
their first papers all eucheach yyoungyeung0un9persons ought at once to avail them
bowsSOWS of their privileges

there are whor wives ofcf menmew vwhoonimay havehavo entered into plumi marmajr I1

rlniagebe they can register and vote
Tthere1 ere are widows who velewelewere pluralhi
wives but who entered into the
plural marriagemarriage relation bebie tilethe
passage of the law of 1862 they
also can register and votovote tiehslen iladies should be instructed on theli i

position st
theathe questionuestion may be asked

is this urgent are there not
plenty of monogamist votvotererststo
carry an election there aroarc u

i less enough and largely to spare if
all register and uilall vote but wevi
arearo cognizant of a deep laid dschemilschemer
in certain places to chotchoat thetrie People1
of utah outfutolof thibthis election if only
the right kind of neglaregisttrangtranirara can babe
obtained to carry it out the villainy
will bobe attempted the eurestsurest way
to defeat it will be by a general reg V f

for this isala a new registra
tion in efreceeffect of every monogamist
voter male and femalefemales young and it

old and a general attendance at the t
polls althawith j a tnorough organization 1

in every county and precinct to see i

that citizens have their rights and
that a fair election iaIs held

this can be done this ououghtht to S

be done and we advice nirsirif ourcurtcurl
friends throughout thothe territory to 441

be wide awake we areaxe aware ff
that there are not many politicians
among them they are notaccustom-
ed to the trickstricka ol01 the political trade
but those who understand must bobe
vigilant and be ready to explain and
assist andaud work together in harmony
that thetho majority may still kuruleruieia in
thetho few things left to them in this
bilmelim vestige of a republican form of
governmentgovernments attenuated to gothethe i
shadow ot a shade by men who
have swornswum to uphold the constitu-
tion fe

taaTHE registrars ANDaudaid RE t

1
tim names of the countycount regisnegis 1
tears appointed by the utah cormcorn 4

missioninisslonsion appeared in thetho nisnesKES of
wednesdayy evening and their eomcom
missions have been foroonforwardedwardeid wernwetwes
do not intend to make any I1

criticism
of the selections because that would
be ofoft no present benbeubenefiteilt action is
needed more than talk thereare ait few personspersona named in the list
who are obnoxious to respectable
non mormonscormons as wellveil as to mor
mons nutbut this should notnovno deterdeler
thothe from registering the t
oath itself illia annix imposition because
unauthorized by lawjaw it Is neces-
sary under the present circumstan
ces to pipatt personal feelingsteefeelinga aside
and all who can consconc
take the required mthoath should do so
that they may not bobe deprived of
the right to votevotee

letluet it be clearly explained to thothepeople that all who do not subscribeto the oath framed bybythethe commis
and to be administered bythe registrars will have their names

stricken from the registry lists andthus be deprived of the right to voteno one who is ineligible under thelaw and the rulearules should attempt to
register but allali1 I members of thePeoplepeopledla Ilartypartyarty should assist their
friends by every legitimate meansat their command to secure thotherights to which they are entitledana prevent obstruction and fraudthe leopla willwiilvin have more
to do with the precinct re-
gistrars than with the county
gis aars it is to bale hoped thatthey will bobe fair men who will seekonly to execute thathe duty required
of them to thethie regula-
tions prescribed without papartialitytialityowletnowli letiet the rallourallon betulabe fullfuli
and comoomcomplete and letjet no citizen
male or0 female eligible to registerregisters
neblenegleneglectct to appear before the begisregis
tran of thothe precinct during thesecond wweekeek inifi september and take
thetho required oath and when the
lists are posted which they should
beatbentbe at leastleas 6 fifteen days beforebeford the
election every registered voter
should heesee that his name appears on
the registry listilat in his precinct andtakemarutakotake carocaru to gogototo the pohjapolls andand voteon election day all we ashaskR k is afair andand irfreerreeec election and that we
should not only demand but take
lawful to secure

THE LETTER OF terTEB

letterlatter cfof tileiha firsafirs
presidedpresidencyby ofoaiL the church of jesusjesua
christ of latterlattener dday9y saints contains
nothingnot 11ing b advice andaanilancl ra-
tional L tquorfor the benefietbenefibenellftef
those to iadM iitt I1is3 addressed Nsotsobot
a principleprincipeelpe or a Suggestsuggestionionlon advanced

ltd controcintro


