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AN ADDRESS TO THE MEM-
BERS OF . THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS.

DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS:
There have bsen many times in

our pust history when great exigen-

cies have arisen, and it has been

the precinct of one month
immediately preceding the date
hereof, and (if a male) am a native-
born or naturalized (as the case may
be) citizen of the Urifed States and |
a8 taxpayer in this Territory, (orif a
female) [ am native-born, or naiu-
ralized, or the wife, widow or daugh-
ter (as the case may be) of a native-
born or naturalized ecitizen of the
United States; and I do further sol-
emnly swear (or affirm) that 1 am
not a bigamist nor a polygamist]|
that 1 am not a violator of ihe laws
of the United States prohibiting
bigamy or polygamy; that I
do not live or cchabit with more
than one woman in the marriage
relation, nor does any relation exist
between me and any woman which
has been entered into or continued

in viclstion of the said laws of t.hsk

United States, prohibiting bigamy
or polygamy, (and if a woman) that

the imperative duty of the First|I

Presidency of the Church of Jesus |
Christ of Latter-day Saints to glve
plain and pointed counsel to the peo-
ple over whom, in the providence of’
God, they have been called to pre-
gide. A condition of affairs exisis
at the present time, which malkes it
enitinently proper that we, as the
Firat Presidency of the Chureh,
ghould address you this epistle, .

We hear from many quarters, that’
many of you are not clear in your
minds as to the course you should
take in view of the extrzordinary
circumstances in which you are
placed by the action of Congress
and the Executive at Washington,
and of the Commlissioners creat-
ed by the Edmunds law gince
their arrival in this ' city—some
viewing the requirements which
are  pro as  iniquitous;

others having scruples aboat taking ]iDTﬂtB at any election held in any

an oath which embodies all the odi-
um of a religious tes!; and, - still
others, who feel 8o indignant that
they would rather suffer the loss of
citizenehip than to séek {0 maintain
it by such a method a2z has been
propozed by the Commissioners. It
18 a2 a religious community that we
are assailed] it is your religious be-
lief and practices that are the ob-
jecls of attack; because you belong
to a religious body. Nearly nine-
enths of you, who have never been
guilty of even alleged crime, and
whoze only offence is_a belief in a
doctrine: which the FProphets and
holy men of God practised, and the
fruits of which was the esmer
of the world Himse!f, are deprived
of the most precious rights of free-

| this — day of —, 1882,

am not the wife of a polygamist,
nor have I entered into any relation
with any man in violation of the
laws of the Uni%}eid States concern-
ing polygamy or bigamy.

ubscribed and sworn to befu_:r_:_: me

Regisiration Officer, —P:e_:ﬁnct.

It will be. perceived by all who
bave reed the Edmunds law, that
the words *'in the marriage rela-
tiony”’ incorporated in this calh, are
not found that law. . The lan-
guage of the Edmunds law itself is:
$‘That no polygamist, bigamist, or
apy person cohabiling with more
than one woman, and no womsan co-
habiting with any of the persons
deseribed as aforesaid in thie section,
in any territory or other place over
which the Unifed States hava ex-
cluslve jurlsdiction, shall be entitled

such terrrifory or other place,” ete
Whatever the intention of the
author of this law may have been,
this is cerfain, the words, “in the
marriage relation,” are not s part
of the law. If the law,therefcre
were strictly enforced according to
its literal temor, not only would
| thoze who have obeyed the doctrine
of celestial marriage, a8 a divine
oommand, be excluded from voting
and heolding office, but it is more
than probable that many per-
sons who have urged Jegislation
against the Latter-day Ba nts, and
made war upon thie feature of their
religion, would also be disfranehised
and disqualified for holding office.
As a church, we have repeatediy

1 "

divine law; while the wviclation of
the most sacred of divine laws on
the part of another class does not
render them ineligible to hold the
highest office in the Territory!

It has been with feelings of pro-
found regre: that we have gecn the
Commissioners, men of high posi-
tion and bearing bonored - names,
take this view of the law,and frame
such an oath as this to be admin-
istered unto the people,yet on the
other hand, it is with unmixed satis-
faction we rceive that the
oath draws the line so sharp-
ly and distinotly between
marriage and Meentiousness. By
the attempt in the construction of
this oath to shield from injury those
who,by their illicit connections with
the other sex, might, under the pro-
visions of the Edmunds law, be dis-
franchised, the Latter-day BSalate,
who, in all sincerity and honor,
have obeyed a revelation from God,
are not reduced to their degraded
level,

Ouar counssa), then, is {o the Lat-
| ter-day Saints, who ean truthtelly
take this cath, there i3 no reason
that we know of in the Gospel, or

which prevents you from doing so
You owe 1t to yourselves; you owe it
to your posterity; you owe it to those
of your co-religionists who, by this
law, are robbed wor:e than even
mauy of yourselves, of their rights
under the Constitution; you owe it

| TuE people of Utsh onght to be

in any of the revelations of God Lquimdhy law. It ia not only an

August 29th, 1882, .
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given clearly to understarnd that, in
order to vote at tte November elec-
tion for Delegate to Congre=s, it will
be necessary for them to take the

oath prescribed by the Commission-
ers. A e number of them will
think, naturally, that as they have
been duly registered, and that their
names are enrolled upon the xegistry
liats, there i3 no need to register
again, This matfer must be ex-
plained to them. And the county
committees of the People’s Pariy
are the proper conveyers of this in-
formation to the members.

The nature of the oath prescribed
is such that, while some voters will
not attempt to subscribe to it be-
cauge unable truthfully to do o,
others who can lawfully take it will

refrain  unless the importance of
their votes is clearly ex-
plained. They wiil reason

in this way: This cath is not re-
imposition but it is unjustly snd un-
lawfully discriminating in its terms,
To pay any saitention to it will be
humiliating and a conceseion to an
arbitrary exercise of usurped au-
thority. Therefore they will stay
away from the

to bumanity everywhere, ycu owe
it to t"at free and censtitutional
form of government, which has been
bequeatibed to you through the pre-
ci&m sacrifices of many of your
forefathers—to do all in your power
to maintain religious liberty and
free, republican government
in ' these mourtaing, and to
preserve every constilutional right
intacty, and not to allow,
either through supinenecss or indif

or indignation because of wrongs
inflicted upon you, any‘right or pri-
vilege, to. be . wrested from
you. ~ Very many of you can
take this oath with conscientious-
ness and entire (truthfulness,
as you could even if it were in
a form which many of your traducers
could not take without perjury; and
yet there would be no impmg:etjr,
while you do take it, in pro

against it as a gross wrong im

and everything else in your power
to preserve constituational govern.

testified in the most solemn man-

men; therefore, it bedomes your

0 .
F;ft to you, among which are
of regi
yourselves and your own _
alone; but the right of every man,
woman and chiid in this broad land
to belleve and practice their reli-

s to_de- which this law
_ the | revealed to us by the Almighty,
per extent the few privileges and that it is & part

stration and’ voting, and not|est and
| n - rights | with ete

ner that the tion of marriage,
aimed at,has been

of our religion;
_ t?? with our o
st hopes connee

5 and that—uot from
any lustfal , but becaaze we
believe we should Incur fhe eterns!
displeasure of our Heaveniy Father

that it is in%

glon, ag their conseiences may dio-
tate, so long as such practice shall
not interfere with the rights of
their neighbors. -~ <> v
The Edmunds law, designed for
the repression and destruction of &
portion of your religion, by disfran-
chising all persons in the Territories
or other places over which the
United Btates have exclusive juaris-
dietion, who had adopted, In cbedi-
ence to the requirements of their
religion, the principle of celestial
marriage—~became the law of the
Jand on Mgreh 22d, 1882, Asthe
law required,five Commissioners,se-
lected by the President and confirm-
ed by the Senate, were sent to this|
Territory to enforce its provisions,
These Commissioners reached Salt
Lake City on the 18th of ‘this pre- |
sent month., BSince their sarrival
they bave, in Iinterviews ' with
prominent cilizens, given assurances
of their intention 1o carry out the
jaw, line by line, strictly and fairly.
Their first public snnouncerrent
was that, in accordance Wwith the
law of Congress, an eleclion of &
Delegate 1o Congress ‘wou!d be held
on the seventh of Novembér next.
Following this annonncement, the|
Commissioners ~have - published
nine rules, which they have adupt-l
ed for the appointment and gov-

ernment of Regletrars, Judges of
Election, etc., for that Novemabar
eiection. 'The second of thesse rules
contains the following oath or affir-
mation, which the registration offi-

cer of each precinct is required to

| faith and-practice,

if - we did.. mot comply with
its requirements — we have es-
pouited . this doctrine. It has been
argued by those who a:ie ignorant of
the trite natore of this docirine, and
how inseparably connected it ia
with all ouf hopes of eternal happi-

ment and full religigus freedom in
the land yeu can gafely trust the
Lord for the rest, Iie Las promised
to fight your battles, His word has
never failed, You have proved him
in times of trial and flercea perzecu.
tion in the past, and He is tiie same
God to-day that He was then. He
has neither gone to sleep, nor is He
upon & journey; an d if you are faith
ful to Him, He will as surely de-
liver you in the fature, snd fulfil all
His promises to Zion as He has de-
livered you in the past.

In regard to our religion, or our

elernal covenants, we have no com-1

promise io make nor prineciples to
barter away, ihey emanate from

ness in that world beyond the tomb, | God and are founded upon the rock

that this isnot s
that this
13 not

partof our religion;
system’ of marr
religion; that it
an . jmmoral .and am odious
practice; that it is shocking to the)
religions sense of the nation and to
the civilization of our agrs; and that
legislation, framed for its repfession
and extirpation, should be enacted.
The Federal legislature hsas, there-
fore this act, and the Feder-
al Executive has afixed to it his
signature, ' -.-

L proof were needed respecti
the g:ﬂ; of oux prutﬂithtiui;cnnng
testimonies, that this is & part of our
religion, and that the object of this
law is not the eradication of immor-
al praciices, bt thatit fs iatended
as a . direct blow at our relizious
Jehed 1n tHIs‘OMth. produibod Lo
Die! talsonih prefcrived b
the Comamissioners. 1t is mnrri:gya
under the forms of religion, and not
imrsorality,
and . disqualides  the . citizen
under this oath. - Every msn and
yoman, who, in good faith, in all
solemnify, and in striet accordance
with the requirements of their holy
religion, -bave entered into gacred
covenants for time and all eternity,
according to the patriarghal grder of
marriage, are excluded by this eath

is

administer to every one who applies
to have his nnmg%@q P‘_ﬁ_ i dt
on the registration liss~ “.~ = © &

’ s B » 3
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from~" registrglion; while those of

whith disfranchises |

of eternal ages; they will live and

iage | exisf when empires, prowers and

nations shall erumbies and decay;
and with the help of the Almighty
we will guard sacredly our coven-

ants and maintain our interests and J

be true to our Ged, whils time ex-
iatf or ﬂmgy el nﬁi?.ucn]

- In reg yeur arrange-
ments, the Terrum'il::l) Cenfral Com-
mittee is an organization that has
for its ovject the tion of the
rights of every ci of this Terri-
tory,without regard to party or sect.

L‘l‘har will doubtless issue such in

structions, from time to time, as
Circumstances demsand. It isin the
interest of every patriot fo faith-
fully observe and practically carry
ﬂu:ktha suggestions that they may
make,

Let us guard well our franchlise,
and in cne unbroken ,Main-
tain and sustain our political status,
and, as patriots and freemen, oper-
ate together, in defence of what few
liberties are left us, in the defence
of the Constitution, and in the de-
fence of the ‘inalienable rights of
man; which rights al
are above and  before ail constitu-
tions, and thus to p
térity the.inestimable blessings of
freedom, including the right to live,

both sexes, who may be living the
RS -

the right to be fiee, and the right tal
pursue happiness, unmolested by

ferénce, or any feeling of rezentment

upon you. Then having done thia,]'

Ways exist and | req
perpetusate to pos- | pe

fore aleo from the balloting.

But If it is explained to them that
unless they pubmit, under protest,
to this wrong, a greater wrong will
be perpetrated; that if their votes
are Jacking, an unscrupulous minor-
ity will have opportunities wvasily
enlarged for the perpetration of a
great outrage, for which these ene-
mies have laid deep plans; that by
stooping to conquer . they will ma-
terially aid in making the intended
fraud much more difficuit of execu-
{ tien; then they will swallow their
just objections and not only take
the oath, but ree that their namas

the event of certain villainies al-
ready boasted of in anticipation be-
ing attempted, they will take the
NoCesSary

and defeat the wiong intended.

Let it be clearly explained that
the names now on ‘he registry list
of all persons who do uotf take the
oatll, are to be expungei. No poly-
gemist, bigamist, or pereon who co-
habits with more than one woman
in the marriage relation, or wao is a
violator of the laws of the United
States prohibiting bigamy,or who
holds any relation with any woman
which has bzen entered into or con-
tinued in violation of thosa laws,and
no woman who is the wifeof a poly-
gamist, or who has enfered into any
relation with any man in wviolstion
of the laws of the United States, is
entitled, under the rule, to register,
Of course such persons ‘will not at-
tempt 8o to do. Al others, however,
can claim the right to register, if
they are otherwise qualified to
vole. And theyshould bs sure todo
g0 and to do it in time,

Before the second Monday in Sep-
fember every alien who is entitled
under the law to his naturalization

pers should go to the District

rt and be msde a citizen.
importance of this duty has been
impressed many times for maay
Years upon those who are in this
condition, There are le who
although they have eir * first
papers” are still without the pale of
citizenship, and yet have been in
this country for a great many more
years than are required by law as a
residence qualification for citizen-
ship, We trust that they will now
see the necessily of throwing off
theilr lethargy and carelessness, and
of cbtaining the right to vote, Im-|

try and, there-|

are found on the registry lists,and in {

steps to secure their rights

The|

The question may be asked,* Why
iz this urgent? Are there nog
plenty of monogamist voters ty
carry an election?” There are uoubt.
less enough and Jargely to sparefif
all register and «ll vote. But we
are cognlzant of a deep-iaid scheme
in certain places to cheat the Pecple
of Utah cutof this electlon. If unly
the right Kind of registrars can be
obtained to carry il out, the viliainy
will be attempted. The surest way

istration—for this is a new registra.

in every county and precinct to see
that citizens have their rights and
that a fair election is held.

This can be done. 7This cught to
be done. And we advise sl our
friends throughout the Territory to
be wide .awake,

among them. They arenotaccustom-
ed to the tricks of the political trade,
But those who understand must be
vigilant,and be ready to explain and
the few things left to them in this

government,
shadow ot a shade,” by men who

tion.
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GISTRATICON.

THE names of the Couniy Regis-
trers appointed by the Utah Com-
mission apgpeared in the NEWS of
Wednezdayevening, and their com-
missions have been forwarded. We
do not intend to make any critici=m

needed more than talk. There
are & few persons named in the list

non-Mormons as well as to “Mor-
raons,.”” But this shounld nof deter
the people from regisiering. The
cath iteelfl is an imposition because
unaullorized by law. It is neces-
sary umder the present circumstan-
ces to U personal feelings aside,
and all who can. conscientiously
Eﬁ t&a reguired +r.:r-.).tll:_;B should do so,

a €y may not ]
the right to vgte. v

Let it be clearly explained to tho
people that all who do not subseribe
to the oath framed by .the Commis-
sioners and to be administered by
the registrars, will have their names
siricken from the registry lists and
thus be deprived of theright to vote,
No one who is ineligible under the
law and the rulea should attempt to
register. But all members of the
People’s Iarty should assist thelr
friends by every legitimate means
at their command to secure the
rights to which they are entitled
anda prevent obstruction and fraud,

The peopls will have more
to do with the Precinet Re-
gistrars  than with the County

gisirars, It is to be ho that
they will be fair men wha':fll seek
only 10 execute the duty reguired
of them, according to the reguls-
tionz prescribed, without partiality.

Now, let the registration be full
and complete, and let no citizen,
male or female, eligible to register,
neglect to appear before the Regis-
trar of the precinot during the
second week in Beptember, and take
the required cath. And when the
lists are posted, which they should
be at least fiftren days before the
eleCtion, every registered voter
should see that his name appears on
the registyy list in_his precinct, and
take care o go to the polis and vote

mediate action in their case is re-
qtzﬂf&d- . o I
There is another class. Young
men and women who arrived in
this couniry before they are 18 years
of age, and whose {s are not
citizens, All sgch wWho are now
iwenty-one years of age and up-
wards, snd have resided five years
in lhe United Btates, can obtain
their certificates of naturalization in
the District Court, by - taking the
vired oath, without" taxing out
their #rst papers. All such young|
rsons cught at ocnce to avail them
selves of their privileges, *° <
There are some widow ladies who |
were the first wives cof men who
may have entered info ploral mar |

on election day. All we ask isa
iair and free election, and that we
should not only demand, but take
lawful measures to secure, .

-;;.__';'"'—"'-"-'*-ﬁ.-m--

HE LETTER OF THE PRESI

T "DENCY. ° "

Presidency of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latier-dey Salnts contains
nothing bot setind advice and ra-
tional sentiments for the benefit of
those fo Whom it is addressed. Not
a princigle or a suggsestion advanced
therein can be successfaliy contro-

to defeat it will be by a general reg.
tion in effect—of every monogamist
voter, male and female, young and

old, and a general attendance at the
polis, with & tnorough organization

We are aware
that there are not many politicians

asgist and work together in harmony,
that the majority may =till rulein

slim vestige of a republican form of .
atltenusated to “the

have sworn to uphold the Constitu-

THE REGISTRARS AND RE-

of the selections because that would
be of no present benefit. Action is

who are obnoxious to respectable

THE circular Istter of the First
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