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this is the peculiar or leading type
of knowledge sentiment customs
and habits introduced by his colony
and perpetuated in their genera-
tions

the literature of the jews from
the earliest times down to the begin-
ning of Zede klahs reign in judah

B C the date of gehis exodus
wasw remarkable for several strik-

ing
stalk-

ing features great antiquity reli-
gious form and poetical vigor being
among them but it was largely
a literature of individual possession
existing in oral traditions and car-
ried in the memory not of written
tablets or books the difficult and
cumbersome method of engraving
upon stone metal or coed waswaa the
only way of otherwise communicat-
ing or preserving knowledge before
the time of david who reigned
from 1058 to 1018 B C

jewish literature hasha been divided
into nine historical periods the lintfirst
extending from an indefinite an-
tiquity to B C this ancient
lore consisted in great part of
sacred oracles and emanations of

divine inspiration its agents and
authors were men who looked upon
the personage of the creator and
spoke face to face with jehovah
prophets who wrote the history of
their nation and of the world in ad-
vance of time poet kings and in-
spired minstrels whose poetry was
fired by the glow of celestial intelli-
gence legislatures and judges whose
laws have supplied the gems of
liberty the choice and precious
parts of the civil codes that at pres-
ent adorn and dignify the fore-
most nations of the earth A won-
drous and unique literature em-
bracing revelation prophecy law
history lyric poetry legends and
grotesque speculations and while
the leading idea was independence
and a passionate enthusiasm for dis-
tinct nationality an intensely re-
ligious order pervaded the entire
system

lehi an israelite indeed off-

spring off the illustrious joseph
prophet priest and historian was
an embodiment of all these qualities
and special endowments and in all
the ripeness and falness of his char-
acter this learning of the jews
was transferred to the new world
and took permanent root in all its
subsequent institutions

there was something fortuitous
and uncertaincertainuA in the emigration of
lehllehi like the uncertain wander-
ings of his exiled progenitor abra-
ham hebe knew nothing definitely of

the destiny and fiery ordeals await-
ing him but his faith and trust

were consummate and furnished
the moral force requisite for his
extraordinary experience he
evinced his devotion to his calling
and mission and manifested the
weakness of his self interest by
abandoning his gold and silver and
other symbols of wealth serenely
leaving all behind considering no
doubt that such things would be
useless encumbrances or that the

promised land would yield to his
colony all they could desire of
earthly riches hence

he departed into the wilderness
and he left his house and the land
of hisbis inheritance and his gold and
his silver and his precious things
and took nothing with him save it
were his family and provisions and
tents and departed into the wilder-
ness I1 nephi ii 4

the specified reason for gehis
flight from jerusalem is thus stated

for it came to pass in the com-
mencementmen cement of the first year of the
reign of zedekyahZede klah kikingng of judah
my father lehi having dwelt at

Jerusajerusalemleminin all his days and in
that same year there came many
prophets prophesying unto the peo-
ple that they should repent or the
great city jerusalem must be des-
troyedtroyedtro ed and it came to
passpa that the lord commanded my
ratherfather even in a dream that he
should take his family and depart
into the wildernesswild ernes 11 I1 nephi i1 4

the statement about the preach-
ing of the prophets in jerusalem
at the particular time named in the
quotation is corroborated in the
old testament in several places

in 11II kings xiv 18 we read
that

zedekiahZedeklah was twenty and one
years old when he began to reign
and he reigned eleven years in
jerusalem

in chapter xiv we read of the
taking of the city in the eleventh
year of reign

the same events are recorded in
I1II11 chron with the ex-
planation

and the lord god of their
fathers sent to them by his messen-
gers rising up betimes and sending
because he had compassion on bhis
people and on his dwelling place

but they mocked the messen-
gers of god and despised his words
and misused his prophets until the
lord arose against his people till
there was no remedy

josephus bears testimony to the
same things happening at the date
named giving minute particulars
the jews who survived the dread-
ful visitation of destruction upon
their devoted city were carried
captives into babylon where they
remained in abject servitude for
seventy years but in the case of
gehis separation and removal we

discover the wise purpose and fath-
erly solicitsolicitude of jehovah in sav-
ing
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a branch ot the house of joseph
from the degradation of vassalage to

a foreign power and the peopling of

a vast and magnificent country by S

selected offshoot of his chosen race
gehis first halting place was by

the borders near the shore of the
redbed sea promfrom thence he trav-
ersed the desert and next pitched
his tent in a valley by a river side

in this sequestered vale the patri-
arch built an altar to the god of his
fathers and gathered his wife sarah
and the other members of the pil-
grim band around the simple butbilt
efficacious shrine As the sacri-
ficial pillar of smoke and name
rolled upward and spread in fleecy
folds upon the tranquil air the
prophet felt the responsive glow of

heavens approving smile and thenhen
awoke the voice of inspiration and

the sturdy poet

and when my father saw that
the waters of the river emptied into
the fountain of the reeed sea hebe

unto laman saying 0 that
thou lightestmightest be like unto this
river continually running into theth
fountain of righteousness

and he also unto lemlalemuelea

0 that thou mightiestmight est be like
unto this valley firm and steadfast
and immoveable in keeping thetb
commandments of the lowlord
nephi li11 9 10

it is worthy of remark that the
sons of the patriarchs and holy men

of old did not always follow the
precepts and example of their fath-
ers promfrom the time of cain and

abel the offspring of righteous men

have been representative of the

wheat and tares growing together
the comprehensiveness of this rulerul

I1

seems to imply that in the celestial

order the family organization is not0
complete without different degrees

and qualities
lamatlaman lemuel audand sam were

the Ishmishmaelsaels the esaus the W
eonsbons and the levis
ily they did not enter into the j
spirit of their fathers mission nor

regard with favor the sacrifice they
were apparently making in leavingabing
behind them their comfortcomfortablyablo

home and itsite luxurious surround-

ings they complained and iburca

aured and cherished wrath andaa
defiance in their bosoms
germs of impious rebellion grewS
and rankledcled and eventually
forth a rancorous harvest of rawc
chiefs and deadly evils budrBut wb

blotheir latherfather was with thenthem
sturdy bearing and potent
awed them into submission i

and it came to puspass that g
father did speak unto them in wa


