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this is the peculiar, or leading type
of knowledge, sentiment, customs
and habits introduced by his colony,
and perpetunted in their genera-
tions.

The literature of the Jews, from
the earliest times down to the begin-
ning of Zedekiah’s reign in Judah,
5399 B. C.—the date of Lehi’s exodus
—wus remarkable for several steik-
ing features, great antiquity, reli-
gious form, nnd poetical vigor being
among them. But it was, largely,
n Hterature of individual possession,
existing in oral traditions and ear-
ricd in the memory; not of written
fablets or beoks. The difficult, and
cumbersome method of vngraving
upon stons, metal or woed, was the
only way of otherwise communicat-
ing or preserving knowledge before
the time of David, who reigned
from 1058 to 1018 B. C.

Jewish literature has been divided
Into nine historical periods; the first
extending from an indefinite an-
tiquity to 143 B. C. This nneient

lore copsisted, In great part, of
sacred oracles, and emanations of
Divine Inspiration. .Its agents and
nuthors were men who looked upon
the personage of the Creator, and
spoke foce to face wilh Jehovah;
prophets, who wrote the histery of
their nation and of the world in ad-
vauce of time; poet kings, and in-
spired minstrels, whose poetry was
fired hy the glow of eelestinl intelli-
gence; legislaturesand judges, whose
laws have suppled the gems of
liberty—the choicé and preeious
parts of the civil codes that at pres-
ent ndorn and dignify the fore-
most nations of the earth. A won-
drous and unigue liternture, em-
bracing revelntion, prophecy, Inw,
history, lyric poetry, legeuds, and
grrotesque speculations; and while
the leading idea was independence
nnd a passionate enthusinsm for dis-
tinet nationality, an intensely re-
figious, order pervaded the cntire
system.

Lehi, an Isrnelite, indeed, off-
spring of the illustrious Joseph,
prophet, priest and historinn, was
an embodiment of all these qualities
nnd speelal endowments; and in all
the ripeness and fuluess of his char-
acter, this “learning of the Jews’?
was transferred to the new world,
and took permanent root in all its
subbeyuent institutions.

There was something fortuitous
and uncertain in the emigration of
Lehi. Like the uncertnin wander-
ings of his exiled progenitor, Abra-
hum, he knew nothing definitely of
the destiny, and flery ordeals nwait-
ing him. But his faith and trust

were consummaic, and furnisheid
the mornl force requisite for his
extruordinnry  expericnce. He
evineed his devotion to his ealling
and mission, and nmanifested the
wenkness of his self-interest, by
alandoning his gold and silver, and
other symbols of wealth, serenely
leaving all behind; considering, no
doubt, that such things would be
uscless cneumbrances, or that the
“Promised Land* would yield to his
colony, all they could desire of
earthly riches, hence:

“‘He departed into the wilderness.
And he left his house,and the land
of his inheritanee, and his gold and
his silver, and his preejous things,
and tock nothing with him, save it
were his family, and provisions, nnd
tents, and departed into the wilder-
ness.”” I Nephi, #i: 4.

The specified reason for Lehi’s
flight from Jerusalem is thus stated:

““For it came to pass in the com-
mencement of the first year of the
reign of Zedekial, King of Judah,
{my father Lebi, having dwelt at
Jerusalem in nll hls days;) and in
that same year there came many
prophets, Eruphesying unto the peo-
ple that they should repent, or the
great city Jerusalem wmust be des-
troyed. * * * Ad it came to
pass that the Lord commanded my
tather, even in a dream, that hLe
should take his family and depart
into the wildernes.”” [ Nephl, it 4
if: 2.

The statement about the preach-
ing <f the prophets in Jerusulem
at the particular time named in the
quotation, I8 corroberated in the
Old Testament i several places.

In II Kings, xxjv: 18, we read
that:

“Zedekinh was twenty and one
yearsold when he began to reign,
and he reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem.??

In chapter xxv, we read of the
taking of the city in the eleventh
year of Zedekinh?s reign.

The same cveuts are recorded in
IT Chron., xxxvl, with the ex-
planation:

“And the Lord God of their
fathers sent to them by his messen-
gers, rising up betimes and sending;
because he had compassion on his
peo%le, and on his dwelling place.?

ut they mocked the messen-
gers of God, and despised his wonds,
and misused his prophets, untif the
Lord nrose against his people. til]
there was no remedy.”

Josephus bears testimony to the

same things happening at the Jate | germs of  impious rebellio

named; giving minute particulars.
The Jews, who survived the dread-
ful visitation of destruction upon
their devoted city, were ecarried

eaptives inlo Babylon, where they | sturdy bearing and potent eloque
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discover the wise purpose and fath-
erly solicityde of Sehovah, in sn¥=
ing n branch ot the house of Joscph,
from the degrndation of vassalage to
a foreign power; and the peopling of
n vast and magnificent country by 3
selected oflshoot of His chosen race-

Lehi’s first halting place was by
the borders near the shore of the
Red Bea.”” From thence he trav-
vreed the desert, nnd next pitched
bis tent in a valley by a river side-
In this sequestered vnle the Patri-
arch built an altar to the God of hig
fathers, and gathered hig wife Snrab
and the other members of the pil-
grim band around the simple, but
efficacious shrine. As the sacri-
ficial pillar of smoke and tlame
rolled upwnrd and spread in fleecy
folds upon the tranguil nir, the
prophet felt the responsive glow of
heaven®s approving smile; and then
awgke the voice of inspiration, and
the sturdy poet spake:

“and when my father saw that
the waters of the river emptied into
the fouutain of the Red Sens, he
spake unto Lamae saying. O that
thou mightest be MKe unto thi®
river, continually running into th¢
fountain of righteousness.

«“A nd he also spake unto Lemuek:
O that thou mightest be Hke
unto this valley, firm and steadfast:
and immovenble in keeping the
commandments of the Lord.’*
Nephl, ii: 9, 10.

It is worthy of remnrk that the
sons of the patriarchs aud holy men
of old did not always follow the
precepts and example of their fath-
ers. From the time of Cain and
Abel the offspring of righteous men
have been representative of the
wheat and tares growing together
The comprehensiveness of this rule
geems to imply that, In the celestinl
order, the family organization i DO
complete without different degrees
and qunalities.

Laman, Lemuel aud Sam wer®
the Ishmaels, the Ksaus, the Bin-
eons and the Levis of Lehi‘s fatn”
ily. They did not enter into ti®
spirit of their father’s mission, N
regard with favor the sacrifice they
were apparently making in lenving
behind them their comfortabl®
home, and its luxurious surroubit®
{ngs. They complulned nnd mut
mured, and cherished wrath at
definnce in their bosoms. These
n grew
and rankled, and eventunlly l.)l'oug'ht
forth n rancorous harvest of M
chiefs nnd dendly evils. But whil®
thelr father was with them, l’}’c‘:,

remained in abject servitude forlnwed them into submission.

seventy years; but in the case of
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“And it came to pass thut lne

Lehis separntion and removal we | father did speak unte them In t



