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ty to improve. Too maDy teachers are
" working out the details of methods
. and losing sight of princlplet; that is
i ithe trouble.
Tak!ng a word letter by letter is not
I right. It has been believed right, and
today in Massachusetts nloe-tenths of
. all the chlldren learn to read by the
. alphahet method. Give a wbole word,
for that s the symbol of an idea, while
a letter is pot. What ja intereat and
what arpuses it iu a child? Interest ls
a questioning attltude of mind, and the
eagerness of the gquestioning measures
the depth of the interest.

There is good in phonics, but 1t does
not belong to primary classes. They

. care pothing about 1t. We must
arouse in them feellng smil emotlon if
we would open the understandiug.
God has so ordered it that the chiid
must have the best and truest materl-
als of thought, Which I8 better,
mechanica! reading of 8 high grade or
ati active power of thought?

Both are desirable, but I place power
of thought first, isst and. all t time.
Teach morals every moment. We lay
the foundation of immorality when we

" fail to teach in all available ways that
ull and every part of our being should
be uged for its best and highest pur-
potes, I would mot have & book on
morala nor preach long eermons,

Is it possible to apply a method with.
out understanding 1is underlying prin.
ciple? No. Itie hardly possible to
apply 8 method at all, or to have one.
1t I8 almoat sacrllege to 8RY "I‘ have
a Eethod;?? ut rathel By, “] am
searching after infinite truth.” How-
ever, every one must have sone me-
thod, but what I condemn isslavish
adhersuce {0 perfunctery form. Prin-
ciple ia where I Iay stress, A teacher
is” empirieal who binds himself even
to his own methods. Do not teach
arithmetie to the child, but train the
child in the dfrection of numbher,
Unity is life, but upiformity 183 death,
Mechanical work will be the resull
juet as long as we pursue method lp.
dtead of principle.

LETTER FROM NEW ZEALAND,

The first European settlement found-
ed in New Zeaiand was Wellington,
which is now the seat of government,
snd the capital of the colony. The
city is located on the harbor of Port
Xieholson, and wae settied fn 1840, by
= company of colonists from Australla,
It is pow one of the most imporinnt
thipplpg points In the South Beas, and
has a population of about twenty-flve
thoussnd people. Vessels Teach it
from Cook’s Strait, nrmed after the
reat navigator, which separates the

orth Island from the Middle or
8puth [a}and. A Dparrow pasdage af-
fords » gafe waterway into the
harbor of Port Nicholson, which is one
of the most commeodious in New Zean-
land, and aftords secure anchorage.
Veesels from all parte of the world
may be seen at anchor, with the Hag
of various nations floating from the
mastheads.

The clty was formerly locatell on a
natrow strip of land at the foot of the
hills, but, during the past few years, &
vest area of land has been reclaimed
by fllling in the harber, and large buei-
pess blocks have been erected where
formeriy vessele were abchored,
Amongst thepe, the moust imposing

atructures are the Harbor Board Build-
ing, und the general post-office. The
last named is a credit to the colony,
containing postal, telegraph, money

order oand savings banks depart-
ments, all of which are con-
trolled by the colonial government.

The most notahle structure in the city
is the Guvernment huilding, which is
said to he thelargest bnilding in the
world, The ministerinl «nd colonial
offices are located in it, and it is & com-
plete working hive of civil services.
Parliament is held here and, when in
seseion, the city is crowded with vigi-
tors, The suburhan residences are to
be Jound ou the hillrides, behind the
central part of the vity, where a series
of terraces are dotied with gardensand
villas,” From the harbor there dweil
ing houses appear as though they were
plied upon each other, walting for an
earthquake phock to roil them into the
streeis helow.

The business streele arelined with
mercantile hcuses and sl'm{;e, where
goods are displayed for eale o true
E glish fashion. Saturday is market
day, and the visltors suon observe that
all the customs sud business methods
are “Engl'sh you kunow.”” bMany of
the residents are from the ‘‘old ¢coun-
try,”’ and they are extremely loyal, as
was recently observed on the arrival of
the new Q.vermor of the Colony,
Lord Glasgow, This august represen-
tatlveof Queen Victoria was received

'in royal style at Wellington on the Tth

Junpe, having been appoiuted to guard
the interests 6f (the Crow , Ino this
colony at a ealary of $25,000.
A special steamer had beeul ftted up
aud eplendivly furnished’ to escort his
lordship from Australia,and great pre-
parations were made prior to hie arri-
vel., Waelliogton put on its holiday
attire, All hupiness wus suspended
and the sireets festooned and decorated
with flags. Thp steamers ln the hat-
bor alko hoisted their flags, nnd buut-
ing was displayed from stem to stern.
All the bands were out, filling the air
with strains of music, aud one ¢f the
fAoest was a Muaori brass band aud the
patives proved conolusively that they
possessed musical rbililty of no mean
order. The militia, soldiers ang
marives were in unlform and the mu-
nicipal and naval officers occupicd a
space reserved for the receplion cere-
monjes on the Qieen’s wharf, The
uniforms of the pava! officers were
atmost covered witb gold lace, ‘and it
wiub quite interestiog to watch them
strutting around nnd commanding the
common herd to be crowded back. The
onlookers crowded the decksof veseels
and the wharves and hir Jordship ap-
proncbed from the veseel amid the
eheering of the multitude and the
boomiug of cannon. Lord Giasgow,
accompanied by the Countess nnd
family, was conducted o a plat-
form, and listened paliently to
elaborate addresses of welcome pre-
sented by the municipnl authorities,
frlendly sooleties, ministers of various
religious bodies, and temperanoe socie-
ties., Pre.arranged acknowledgments
were handed to the governor by his
private secretary, which he read to
tue various delegatione.

Ministerial dinners, ssrembly balls,
goveroment house recepltions are now
tbe order of the day, and all entertain-
ments and operas are announced under
the patronage ot **his Excellency Liora
Glargow.”?

‘The coloniale are passinnately fond
of sporte, the most fuvorite being re-
watias, boating, cricket, foot hall and
bhunting. They havea novel way of
““fox*’ hunting without foxee. A
horseman goes out trailing a sheepskin
for the acent alongside of the railroad
track, Bhortly atterwards the hounds
are started and the hunters follow, the
ladien vieing with the gentiemen in
leaping fences and following the trail
to discover wherc the improvised *“fox**
is hidden. A special train is run to
accommodate all who wish to watch
the sport, and it is usually weli filled,
National holldays are of frequent oc-
currence, and the people evidently
agree with Panch that “holidays are
the grandest Invention of modern rel-
ence.’’

Complying with the request of Presi-
dent Btewart, the Elders ¢f the Muna-
watu district recently visited lhe
Walrarapa Valley, in order to attend
the district conference.

A government railroad hes been cons
structed from Weilington and] it pasees
around the harbor st the foot of the
cliffa, and through the beautiful sub-
urban towns of Petone, Lower Hutt,
e'c,

At last we commence to ascend the
Rimutuka rapge of mountains, and
the road winding along dugways and
through tunmpels forcibly reminds the
writer of Marshull’s pass, on the R. G.
W. The ateep grade necessitates a
centre rall, rising about eighteen
inches above the level of the other two
rails, and the wheels of the engine are
constructed so that they grip the cen-
tre roil, thus affording an efloctive
brake.

The scerery on the Rlmutuks Is
marked with picturesgue beauty and
rugged grandeur. ‘The train moves
slowly up deep slde cuttings and dug-
waye, wuroing and winding aroued
rumberless curves. The massive fop-
est-ciad Tnrarea range towering above,

and s stream rippling far below in the

bottom of the guily. We descend into
the Wairarapa valiey through scenery
almost equailo that of our own dear
mountaln home.

The valley is quite extensive snd 1s
very aimilar to Utah County, with its
clear, fresh water lake between the
monntaines. .

Wairsrapa lake is very ahallow and
aflords good faellities for hunting, as
wild ducke and black swans abound in
that vieinity.

At Greyton President Stewart and
Elders 0. €. Dunford, J. G. Kelson,
W. Douglas, P. P. Thomsas, B,
Goddard and W. Gibson met and
traveled logether to Kobunui, a dis-
tance of thirty miles, in buggiea fur-
nlehed by our Maori brethren. We re-
ceived the upual hearty greeting and
were weil provided for.

Conference was held two days, and
reports of branches were given hy the
presidenta.

The meetings were well attended,
and jnstruotions were given by the
Elders. On the Babbath three candi-
dates offered themselves fot bdptism.

The Maoris susteined their reputa-
tlon for hospitality and the Elders
were exceliently cared for. After
epending nearly s week with the
Wairarapa Saints the Elders continued
their journey on horseback «ver the
mouniains. A ride ot fifty-seven
miles enabled them to reach Porirus
late in the evening, tired and jaded.



