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in the same gulse asked for a palir of
shoes, which Col. Webber generously
gave him. Having a tooth which peeded
fliling, he called at the dental parlors
of Dr. Fred Clawson, whom he con-
vinced, after some diffculty, that he
was not an old friend and school mage,
but really & minister of the Gospel
from Tennessee, having & similar name,
the doctor readily consented to his
having his tooth fllled without money
or price. Thus It was proven that the
Latter-day Saints were as generous,
a8 kind-hearted, as ready to help the
stranger of another religlon, as were
the good people of the Southern States,
and for that matter of any other coun-
try. Having put these people to the
test, in other words, having weighed
them !n the balance and found them not

wanting in each case he fully ex-
plained his motive and who he was
to thelr mutual dellght. -+ And
when the Elder returned their
glfts or declined to recelve
the favors granted him without
proper remuneratlon, {n each case,

a8 1 understand, the brethren I!nsisted
that what they had done was fn good
faith on their part, and he was wel-
come to the same, believing that an
Elder who had spent two years and up-
wards on a mission, laboring without
purse or scrip, would be llkely to
stand almost as mueh in need of such
help as would the strange minister
whom he had personated.

Now some of us are a little more
fortunate than others, For instance,
I have several doors, and beggars
come to all of them; and If ever a
beggar was turned away from one of
my doors I never knew it. I have al-
ways, and so have my family, contrib-
uted food and such clothltng as we
ecguld spare to every one who came
gsking for It. Last summer o poor
boy came to my house. I happened to
ba out of doors, around the corner of the
house: 1 heard the volce of a man, 1
looked, and he was sitting on a box.
I heard that he was murmuring and
cursing and swearing. I stepped out
and I sald, “My friend, what 13 the
matter with you?" He pointed to hts
feet and sald, "look at my feet.” The
remnants of shoes which he had on
them were teo small for him. He had
worn them through the soles and
through the sildes, and his feet were
out upon the ground. They were
blisteed and Inflamed and painfully
sore. He sajd he had been driven out
of Davis county by the officers of the
law, and was told that If he did not
get out of the county he would be put
in jail for vagrancy, and he had come
here and asked for food, and the peo-
ple who had glven him food had not
invited him Iinto the house. Now 1
said, “my¥ friend, why do you swear
about it? It seems to me that a man
in your efrcumstances cught to pray
rather than swear. It would@ be much
meore becoming in you to humble Your-
self and appeal to the Lord for a llttle
assiatance from Him, rather than to
curse and swear as I have heard you
do. I said to him, ‘"this 18 my home,
this i1z my family who live here, I have
& very large famliy and I have all I
can do to provide for them, So far as
I can find or provide labor for my chil-
dren they are out at work, Indeed
some of them are at work who ought
to be going to school. Notwlithstand-
ing all this, we are willlng to help you
or any other person, so far as we can,
who comes to us in need; but I don't
like any,one to come upon my premlises
and use profane language, or curse
and swear. Now, I advise you mever
to swear again, hold sacred the neme
of the l.ord, and do a lttle praying.
and I'll promise you, you will gmet
along better In this world than you
have done.”

T then called my wife’s attention to
the condltion of this poor Loy, and she

prepared him a good warm bath, gave
him & ¢lean undershirt and a palr of
socks, and a pafr of boots, and a good
breakfast, and sent him on his way,
This §8 the way we treated this poor
creature. But we do not treat them
all that way," We could not afford to
give all that come boots and socks
and clothes and baths, for we have not
enough te go round, but we have al-
ways managed to give something to
the poor, and refuse no one who asks
for food. I belleve this is the general
sentinient and character of the Latter-
day Saints. I think  all the
Mormon people are kindly dis-
posed, and are generous toward
the' poor and unfortunate, and that
there {s not a Latter-day Saint under
the sound of my volce or anywhere
that would not divide his portion with
his fellow creature in case of need.
I have this testlmony to bear to the
Latter-day Saints. President Cannon
asks whether I would advise, where
men come asking for food, that they
be invited to do a little work for it
1 should most decidedly be in faver of
asking & man who had pienty of tlme
on his hands, and nothing else, and
who had physical strength, to devote
a little of his time and strength by
way of compensating for that which
he recelved. Rut you want to watch
them a little; I am not talking now of
the Latter-day Saints who seek for
employment. There are very few Lat-
ter-dey Salnts who have to beg, in-
deed 1 know of none, and I am sorry
there are any professing to be Latter-
day Salnts who do beg; there ought
not to be any Latter-day Saint beg-
gars. The beggars that we have are
those that are not of us, and they are
sometimes very wicked In their hearts,
ind not at all grateful at times for
what they recelve. I have seepn men
go away from my door with good
bread and butter in their hands (good
éenough for any king to eat, for my
folks make good bread and good but-
ter, a8 good as I ever ate on earth)
and when out of the gate they have
thrown it into the street. It was not
food they wanted. They wanted
money. For what? That they might
go to some gambling hell or to some
drinking saloon. Of course they are
responsible for that. We can only
YJudge by appearances and by the
prdmptings of the good spirit within
0s; and it §s better to glve to a dozen
that are unworthy than to turn away
empty one worthy person,

There is_another .phase of this ques-
tlon that I want to refer to. There ls
such a thing as encouraging idleness
and fostering pauperism among men.
Men and women ought not to be will-
ing to receive charity unless they are
compelled to do 80 to keep them from
sulfering, Every man and woman
ought to possess the gpirlt of inde-
pendence, o self-sustaining spirit, that
would prompt him or her to say, when
they are In peed, “I am willing to
give my labor In ecxchange for that
which you give me.” No man ought
to be satlsfled to recefve, and to do
nothf for it. After a man Is brought
down/to poverty and is under the
necessity of recelving aid, and his
frlends give it him, he should feel that
it is an obligation under which he is
placed, and when the Lord should
open his wny he would return the gift.
That Is the feeling we should culti-
vate in our hearts, to make us a free
and |ndependent peopie. The cultiva-
tion of any other feeling or spirit than
this is caleulated to make paupers, to
degrade and bring mankind down to
beggary, which is a most wretched
condition for men to be In. It is g bad
thing for men to think the world owes
them a living, and all they have to do
Is to beg or steal to get it. When It
comes to this elass of people I am very

much of the mind expressed once by

—)

Dr. Johnson, when a beggar came gq
him and asked alms and insisteq that
the doctor should be generous ip help-
ing him, “for,” sald he, “doctor, You
know that I must live,” BRBut the dog-
tor sald, “I don't see the least Necog-
sity for it.” When a man becomeg

parasite, Nving upon the charity of his
frlends, I confess it is hard to see the
necessity for him to llve, He g no
good to any ome. I speak thig wav
only of such as are able-bodiea, such
as have thelr faculties and eap devote
these to some Industry, to some use.
ful labor. I don't refer to the cripple,
to those who are enfeebled by age, beo
cause I look at them in an entirely
different llght; there is a necessity fop
them to live, and there is a necessjty
for us to assist such, but there 15 no
great need in this world for men and
women who are able to work ang witl
not work. Men come to our Bishop
and to the Apostles and ask, “What
shall we do? We are without employ-
ment. We cannot get anything g do
and what shall we do?’ The Bishop
says, “pack up your knapsack, [¢ vou
have one, or if you have
your bandana handkerchief
your clothes Into, if you have any-
thing but what {8 on your back and
go out I[nto the outer settlements
where there is land to take up, Where
there is water to take out of the river
and where there is an opportunity gop
you to take up a farm, cultivaga the
soll, and eventually ralse cows, Sheep
chickens. pigs and other usefu ani-
mal3 and produce from mother earth
etiough to feed and clothe You, angd
thereby make yourself an Independent
citizen, a useful memhber of society
and contribute something to the wela
fare of mankind, and prove that the
world Is better for your being ip it.
“Well, but,”” one of our good brethren
gsays, “that was all right enough
Blshop, in olden times, but timeg are
different mow.” Of course the times
are different now. A boy starting out
In the world now-a-days as e used
to do, without anything, sees  his
nelghbors enjoying the possession of
good, comfortable homes, he Bees g
great many people that are rich, who
can ride in their carrlages, apg have
every luxury, and he, under the im-
pression that he s as good an they
and as much entitled to riches ag they
are, feels that because he has ngt gg
much as they have, he Is In some wayp
injured or persecuted, and enyy ana
enmlity spring up in hla soy) toward
the rich, and he feels that they are
his enemles and that he hag s rizht to
be theirs. That is wrong. It is just
as easy to make & Hving out of the sojp
now with comparatively nothing teo be-
gln with as it was for the Pioneers
when they flrst came Into thiz valley,
were it not for the pride that we have,
providing we go where tand apg water
await the labor necessary to subdue
and utllize them, Instead of idly cov-
etlng the possessions of others, ana
nursing the thought that we ought to
have as good as they have. If we will
go to work and earn and produce that
which we need, we are entitled to it
and the Lord will bless every man who
honestly and faithfully undertakes to
get it out of mother earth. The Lora
Almlghty in the beglnning, designea
that we should earn our breagd by the
sweat of our brow, and we should
produce from the earth that whieh s
needful for food and clothing and to
build us habitatlons, He has provided
gold and silver and iron and preclous
stones in vast abundance in the earth,
and it I8 legitimate for men to gather
all these from the earth, because they
are useful for mankind. The Lord
hag provided these things: and there
is nothing on the face of the globe
nor in Its depths that God has pro-
vided for the use of man, that'ls
not legitimate for us to take and use



