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I1 arise by the request of br kimball to
speak to the congregation what I1 may say
adoI1 do not know at the present time but one
thing I1 do know and that is I1 earnestly de-
lire

de-
sire the06 gift of the holy spirit to enable me to
speak to the edification of0 those present and
I1thenhen whatever is said will be right and we
shallshail be mutually instructed and our minds
informed

one of the great fundamental principles of
our relirellreligionionlon is the divine authority which
god haihashashag sent down from heheavenavenandaniand conferred
upon man it lies at the foundation of the
great work that we have embraced without
it weive are nothing we are mere cyphers we
are no better off than thathe rest of the world
somo matter hovhow many truths we might embrace
in our faith and howbow many principles wwee
might adadvancevitrice for the instruction of one an-
other nor however much knowledge we might
gain and impart one to another yet if gewerewe were
not in possession of0 this principle of author-
ity from heaven all would be vain all would
be useless all we could do would be like the
turning to and fro of the door upon its binges
our ordinances would be in vain our baptisms
would be in vain our confirmations would be
in vain our preaching and our testimonies
would be in vain and finally there would be
nothing pertaining to our religion that would
be serviceable or saveable in its nature but
ietlot authority be sent down from heaven andarid
conferred upon man so that he will have the
right to act in the name of the lord and so
that hebe will have the right to administer ordi-
nances in his name and to act to preach to
testify and exhort in the name of the lord

then what iais done will stand it will be
lawful it will be eternal it will be recorecog-
nized

9
in the heavens in the day of judgment

and it will be sanctioned by all the pure and
holy beings that are saved when therefore
we teach this generation weive teach this as one
of the great fundamental principles of our
religion

anat authority has been given not from
man not from any individual or combinations
of men but it has been given from a superior

sourceburce and a superior power and eventually
it has been conferred upon us giving uaus the
legal right to administer to the human family
this authority when acted upon and when
properly received is save able inin its nature
and without it we may despair of obtaining1
salvational in the k egdom of god we might as9
well give up first as33 last but we do verily
know for with us it is not belief or guess
work but we have a knowledge that god has
given this authority we know it for ourselves
we knowinov it as individuals and not for the rest
of mankind but each individual for himself
provided he has received the gift of the hoihotholy
ghost0 anand if h- has not0 receivereceived that giftlift and
bblessingess irigtild bee does not know it for no man can
know tthee things of god but by the spirit of
god no0 manraan can know by his natural eye
si ht nar even seesec the things of god they are
to be spiritually discerned no man can
know by the hearing of the earcar by the testi-
monies that are given to other individuals nor
by the miracles that are performed in shore
no manmin can know the things of gdgod unless he
haabaa received the gift of the holy ghost

the egyptians did not know when moses
and aaron performed miracles that they were
the servants ofgod they saw water apparently
turned into blood they saw frogs and insects
come before their eyes but they saw the ma-
gicians do the same things and they had not
sufficient knowledge to know the difference
between the powers of the children of god and
those possessed by themselves although
thheythey bebelievedeved yet they did not know for want
effahiethe holy spirit their hearts were not
r prepared to receive that heavenly
I1lightt that divine gift by which that power
avaenra among them

I1irowow easily we may be operated upon and
howhowbow liable we are to be led astray by the op-
posite how easily the children of
israel were led their minds darken-
ed and their faith destroyed because they did
not retain this authority and power in their
hearts the ththundersindersinderB of mount sinai the
cloudlandcloudiacloudy andnd dirdarknesskness and all the magnificent

that surrounded them did not create
within hem that living abiding testimony
that comes by thehe holy ghost there in the
midst of all these scenes they could build a
calf fall downaown bedorebefore it and acknowledge it
to be their god they could say not only in
their own hearts but to one another these
be thy gods 0 Israelisraelipy while mountains
were covered with vast clouds while the

were yet striking down and while
the whole mountain of sinai waswag trembling
because otofotthathetha power of god yet that power
vaswaa not recognized it was not respected but
a1 golden cdcatcaf was considered to bede the god
huratthat brought them out of the landand of egypt

ilofloHoWirvainvain then without the holy ghost
hrisbrisbi abiding higthisbig authority that

comes from heaven and the knowledge of it
by this authority sent down from heaven we
obtain a knowledge of future events by it we
obtain a knowledge as the fathers did we re-
ceive that which jsis promised upon our heads
even that which is promised in regard to our
posterity to the latest generations by it we
shall obtain all that was pipr misad in relation
to our ancestors also that which is promised
in relation to priesthood power greatness
anand glory all these things are given through
tthethae atholauthorityity that god has ordalordainedriedtied and bbe-
stowed

e
on man here upon the earth

blessed the sacramental cup
mankind have assumed to themselves vari-

ous degrees of authority mankind have as-
sumed to themselves from the earliest ages
after our creation to establish by their own
authority civil governments and also to estab-
lish by their own authority ecclesiastical or
church governments these governments that
have assumed authority to ruleruieruleruie and reign and
govern the people will crumble to ashes be-
fore

1

tthee might the strength and power of the
kingdom bourof our god one perhaps has as-
sumed authority after one method another
has assumed it after another one has estab-
lished one form of governmentgovernmentovern ment and another
another form one tashas erected a standard of
religion to guide the human mind in relation
to their welfare and happiness and another
has set up a separate creedcreed and we find that
our world from ages immemorial has been
under all kinds of authority and government
civil and ecclesiastical and the nations of the
earth have honored themthese governments more
or less

perhaps it may be said that the lord is the
author of all these governments that we
may admit in one sense and in one sense only
because he controlrl those governments to a
certain extent as we have been told from this

but is the lord the author of a govern-
ment that admits ot0 no authority from heaven
he may permit those governments to exist
and he may control the result of their actions
for the glory of his name and for his own
benefit but to suppose that the lord has di-
rectly established the monarchial govern-
ments that have existed for ages that are past
and the republican governments that have ex-
isted through or in difdlfdifferent generations and
the various other governments some of which
havhavo stood the the test of centuries to suppose
that theshe almighty organized all of them I1
say would be inconsistent

but some might say is it notnob better to have
these forms of government than to have none
at all admit that it is better than to let
every man go which way he pleases and there-

fore when the lord saw that the people were
so far departed from heaven and from him

I1 and from the form given from heaven he may
have suffered those forms of government to be

I1 established and that too for the benefit of the
inhabitants of the earth and he may have had
and may still hold his hand indirectly over the
wise men of the earth and move upon their
hearts to establish many good and wise prin-
ciples for the benefit of the people all this
he has done for his names gloryglor therefore
we acknowledge the hand of the lordlordford in con
broling all the governments and kingdoms of
the earth but where is that heavenly divine
authority that comes down from above where
is it to be found in the present generation
among all the nations and kingdoms in the
four quarters of our globe except it be in
thesthesee mountains where has it been in ases
that are past since the apostles fell asleep
you may traverse our earth from one side to
the other to find a government established by
the almighty and you cannot do it or if
you do not want to find a peopleeople who will say
that god was at the foundationfounfoundationlation of the estab-
lishmentlish ment of their governments find a people
who will saybay that god directs in their move-
ments inbyttheirair councils in their senates in
their houses of parliament find a nation that
will acknowledge that god governs them bybv
the spirit of revelation you cannot find such
an one there are none such in existence
among the nations abroad for they all saybay
they do0 not acknowledge the principle if
you go over to the old world and travel from
one end to the other and ask the question do
you acknowledge god in your movements in
making war one with another does god
give you revelation to guide you have youxouou
any prophets that are appointed by divine
authorityrity who can say thus saithraith the lord
god concertinconconcerningcernin thithiss people you will find
the united testimony of icingskings and senators to
be that god does not speak in this our day
there is no suchbuch thing as revelation in this
generation then go to the ecclesiastical
govgovernorserners and ask the same question go to
the pope that pretends to occupy the chair of
st peter and he will say 0 1I occupy the
same position as peter the same apostleapostleshipshiP
and calling do you act in the same duties
ilehe will answer gro0 yes P guidegulde and direct
my people as peter did but there is no reve-
lation now for since the days of john the
revelator the canon of scripture has been
closed up and we are to be guided by their

we argarearearg tootot to have anyant morilmore

this is what the pope would tell you it is
what the cardinals would say and the bishops
and clergy would all tell you that the canon
of scripture is for ever closed they have no
god to decide relative to their principles and
doctrines and to correct errors that may
creep into their church in the next place
you may go to all the reformers and other
branches of the ecclesiastical government
and with one united voice thethey will all tell
you the same thinthing0 viz that thehe bible con-
tains all that is nnecessaryPC essary and that can con-
duce to the benefit of the people mbno prophet
no inspired man in our day and has not been
for many generations past and hence there
has been no additions to our scriptures this
is the state of the whole world apart from
this divine authority that is claimed by the
latter day saints in these mountains

if the question be asked us by all the na-
tions and kingdoms upon the earth do you
profess to be guided in your councils by reve-
lation from the heavens there woulwouldd
scarcely be a voice in the negative I1 believe
they would all answer in the affirmative and
say we believe in revelation from on high
we believe that angels have come and admin-
istered to the apostles and prophets that in-
telligencetelltelli genceence has been sent down from heaven
that prophets and revelatorsrevelatory have been in
our midst and that revelations have been givenliven
from the commencement of the church and
that we know that the counsels and great
movements of our church have been dictated
by on and here is where we differ
from the whole world

it must be remembered that this is not one
of those points that are generally supposed to
be nonessentialnon essential it is as difdlfdifferentderent from many
of those disputed questions as the sun at its
meridian splendor is from the moon making

L

her appearance in middaymid day this is a great
and an important question

where is there power to govern civilly or
ecclesiastically I1 mean the power of god
will he not bring all their thrones to an end
where is there a lawlav passed by human author-
ity that will stand the searching glance of
the almighty where is there a kingdom or
council organized among the nations that now
exist that get the counsel of the almighty to
direct them all that do not obtain this
direction will be rooted up in the great day to
come thethey willv i11 be overthrown and brought to
naught 2aniandd even their domestic institutions
are wrong where is there a nation among
those governments where the people have been
brought into the bonds of matrimony accord-
ingin to the order of god when the great day
ofaof the lord comes it willwilt come to end their
marriages there will be nothing but good
feelings left between man and wife between
parentsarents and children because they have not
beenbeen begotten neither have their marriages
been solemnized by that authority which is
known on high then children can no longer
recrecognizenize their fathers and mothers as sucbucsuchbuchb I1

neither can men and women any longer dwell
together as husband and wife when that
great layday shall come for all things that is
established by human authority must come to
an end and cease forever

but when on the other handband we consider
thehe authority that is given to us from heaven
we see something that will never come to an i

endl there will be somethingsomething that will en-
dure when the mountains and hillsillslils shall melt
like wax and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat at that day there will be among
the latter day saints those holding that
authority that is from on high that inspira-
tion that comes from heaven then when
the great eternal son of the father shall
come inin the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory we shall stand firm upon the rock
that will endure forever even by the author-
ity that god has ordained

how great reason the latter day saints
have to rejoice when they contemplate these
great privileges and blessings and when
they contemplate that the same authority that
god established in the beginbeginningninnID when ourearafirst parents were upon the earth the same
authority that proceeded from the great eter-
nal in the morning of creation is again re-
stored ours is an ecclesiastical church and
an ecclesiastical state we have sosomethingmethin
that is enduring and this rejoices my soul
when I1 think upon it thisills present state of
existence is as the apostle says but a shadow
and our probation ends in death

mantmany of the latter dyD y saints have been
properlyproperty instructed in regard to this authority
that is gentsent from god where is there an
individual that has been united in the order of
god who would like these bonds to be severed
and henceforth be left in conjecture what
would the world give if they were acacquaintedlecausefainted
with these divine principles it is because
they are ignorant of them that they are con-
tented to marry in the way they do at the
present time we can see that they are prin-
ciples that we need and that are ordained by

andtthe almightymagh ty implanted in the bosoms of men
aniand women0 m n they are principles that minister
to our happiness then why should thosa

tic bebi thilltorn nhep this bodtbody

dies why should the pursuance of that
course which sustains us in this life be broken
up forever in that which is to come would
tthisMis be consistent with the character of the
all wise creator for him to implant certain
principles instincts and passions inin ouroar
nature to be enjoyed in our present existence
and to break them asunder for ever no it
would not neither has he any disposition to
impart gifts principles and passions and then
destroy them again to this end the lord
has ordained authority to be exercised upon
the earth and behe is manifesting that it is he
who rules in the heavens and he will continue
to show to the people that these ordinances
powers privileges and blessings enjoyed in
this church are to continue and endure for-
ever and that his house is a house of order
he can easily overthrow this human author-
ity and carry out that which is heavenly

for the accomplishment of this be has
given the keys otof the holy priesthood and
there are many sitting before me who have re-
ceived this priesthood and it will remainrema with
the faithful after their graves shall have been
covered up and the green grass grown thereon
it will go with them in the spirit world and
aid them in disseminatingi the principles of
salvation there and by it ttheyhey will be brought
forth in the resurrection of the just

the first speaker expressed his opinion as
to the possibility1 S iability of our attaining that point
or bearoreachingi that degree of perfectionperfection that will
enable us to retain all the keavenlyheavenly principles
in our bosoms that we receive from day to
day and be able to practise upon them and
thereby overcome disease and death itself
this is all veryvary good but there is much to be
done many temptations to resist and weak-
nesses to overcome before we can live by theth
light which is in us

if we fall into transgression and wallow in
iniquity we lose our position and our claim
on the goodness and protection of our heaven-
ly father but by a faithful adherence to the
principles of virtue and righteousness we
shall prepare ourselves to come forth in the
resurrection of the just and dwell with thatho
sanctified

let us shake off our imperfections and put
away our follies lift up our heads and rejoice
and call upon the name of the lord the
promises made to us are sure and we shall
itiinheritberit them

consider the great blessings that have been
already conferred upon us having been sealed
up bbyy the holy spirit of promise to come forth
wiwitht tthehe just and inherit all things and these
hahaveve been recorded for our benefit if welye
transgress we shall have to suffer for that
transgression here in the flesh and after we
lay our bodies down we shall suffer in the
spirit world until we have suffered enough for
all our sins unless we have shed innocent
blood for those who have committed that
sin there is no forgiveness in this world nor
in that which is to come

here is something that is permanent herberv
is a chance to take loldvoidnoldcold of the wordord of god
as described by lehi it is our privilege to
hold fast and hold on to them and if wawe
should be cut off in the flesh and sent down
to be punished in the spirit world and there be
buffeted by those spirits and still retain ourcur
memories we can say these suffersufferings1 1 ga will
not endure forever but we shall eenjoy all
that has been put upon our heads and through
the priesthood and signs and tokens that have
been revealed come forth in the first resurrec-
tion and pass by the sentinels and the godsgoda
that stand to keep the way to eternal lives
and if there be thrones dominions principal-
ities and powers we shall come in posses-
sion of them for this is the promise of ththaa
almighty

this is like an anchor to our souls this asixI
1

something to rejoice in beyond this world it IF
lays hold of eternal lives it lays hold of eter-
nal exaltations of eternal thrones of eternal
authority and power to reign in the kingdom
of god forever and ever

this 13is the kind of authority and blessing
that is calculated to satisfy mankind in rela-
tion to the things of gojgody and nothing0 elsaelse
will

may god bless us all is my prayer amen
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I1 have been very much interested with thetha
discourse we heard this forenoon it is Wwhatbiltbitt

11I1 call practical religion and you will under-
stand my feelingsfeelings when I1 tell you that I1 con-
sider there is no religion of any kind thatisthat is of
any use eexcept that which iiis practical

I1 read in the book of mormon bible and inin
the revelations that are given and written for
our instruction and benefit and for the benefit
of the people who lived in past ages that the
lord says isin speakingin of those that I1adyenayenave
favor withwath him the ibrek thetha humble and
thoethole that kayebaye a eltruec spirit awatat matrlaau


