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not which way to-taro, In tbis cop-
ditlon of mind he leok the Berlptures
ja hand and hegsn to peruse them,
Wben shortly he came npnpop 8
passage In the eplatie of James
which snited his cooditlon ex-
aclly. The passage rao tbue ¢l
any man Isck wisdom let him mek of
Ged, who glveth to all men lberally
and upbraidetb opol; and |t ehall be
glven him.”’

This cfter irom the Father, eald the
speaker, ipepired the boy with a feel-
ing tbat he of all persons certalaly
needed wisdom. He wanted to afflliate
himaself with e church; which churob
he kuew pot becsase of the strife then
eXisting. Theboy then mustired the
courage to try the scriptural sugges-
tion and in his bumble condition, with
8 heart yearning fof the troth, Jossph,
one peantifol spring mornisg repaired
to the woods to pray. The lecturer
bere rend Joseph’s acoouot of bis first
Vierloo, |

Contipuing Presldvot Bmitb paid
that this was the firel stepin the origin
of Mopmonfem. A mefe boy, but
fourteen yunrs of sge toe December
Previpus, aeked tbe Fatber to ehow
him which of the churches tben ex.
tant was troe, tbat be might j;h:) the
ri ¢, He wWss anawers ¥ n
hagnh:enoll; visitation of God the Father,
and the Bon. The Fatber iotroducing
the trembling boy to His Bon, told
him to listen to thet which He had to
Hie remarks to Joseph were that

say,
be shonld joln nooe of thew, They
were n}l wrong- They drew pear to
Him with their mouths bat their

hourta wele removed far from Him_
They taught for doctrloe the -pre.
oepts of men, baviog a form of
God|)pees, but denled the power there-
afl. Jq!eph WAl told to walt, and In
the T,ard’s own due ime He wonld
establish His Church upoofthe earth—
Ihe trye Church, with ali the giits ape
blessings which followesd {ite believers
aholently. After imparting this iofor
mutjon ithe heavenly mesteDgers lart
the boy to ponder and refiect over what
be'bag seen snd beard p

boyish tendencles, Joreph, a
.nﬁ!‘fm.ymem-ms, told » Boston
Protessor thal he bad had m vision,
The gentleman langhed at him and
ridicaled the ides, eaying that such a
manifestatlon was from Batap, at the

same time advising him to pay
Do attentjon to it. Bul the wvoy
way pot 8o oaslly led;  he

kpew he had beeD the sui,\jeel of n
feavenly vieitalion anod this koow)-
eoge gould not be LOrowo neide or
@radicated frem hia memsry. There-
fore he rem:aloed Arm and steadiast to
Ibe testimony of tbal wblch he had
seep and heard, reiterating over apnd
‘0ver again that be had reen the
Fathur and the Bon, notwithstandlng
ibe fact that the people al large rid)-
ouled and socffsd the ldea and onlled
tbe hoy & kouve and a fool.

President Bmith then took opcaslon
to rend from Joseph’s auvcount of his
eecond v!sion, whereln sn angel ap-
peared unto bhim three gugocesslve
times io ope night and told bim of the
gfeat work which be was L0 be the
fostroment ip the hande of the Liord
in restoriog to earth again. Tbeangel

at this time told Joseph to muke
kpown unto hie father his second
wisloo.

This same messenger, conlinued the

apeaker, appeared uato tbe boy tbe
following day, His appearance at
thistime wass occssioned by Lhe hoy’s
pegiect in telllng his falber of bls
second vlslop, na commanded to by the
angel. Tbhe boy did pot oare to dis-
close the loforma tioo to hls fatber, lor
fear that be too, along with the general
public, would dlebelleve that whiob
bia son teetified to. The messenger
again appearsd Lo Jeseph, however,
apd reproved hlm for so disregarding
the jpatructions given bim. Joreph
then told his father of hian nilght’s ex-
petience and bis fatber blesesd
bim for it. This second vlsion
gave |the hoy Informatlion con-
cerning the ocomipng forth of the
Book of Mormon—the book which was
afterwards translated by the Prophet
from the plates deacribed to blm jno bis
asoond vinloo,

The speaker then read coocernlog
tbe first visit of Oliver Cowdery to
Joseph 8mith after the latter baa re-
osived the plates from wblch tbhe Book
of Mormon was iranelated. [L wms
on April 15, 1828, wheun Qliver Cow-
dery pul in bis appearance, Joseph
Inid hefora Mr. Cowdery hin plans for
tbe trapslation of the Book of Mormon
and sborilly afterwards an apgel ap-
pesred upto these parties snd con-
ferred apon them tbhe Awmronic Priest-

hood, The apgel commanded them
to go down iInto the walele
ot baptism, and in obed}-

ence fto the oommand Lhey went,
Joaeph baptizing Oliver and Qliver in
turo baplizing Josepb, Al the time
of being visilen by the rngel, the
beavenly mersspger informed them
tbat his pame was Joho; the pame
Johp referred to in the Soriptures as
John the Besptist, He at that time
ipetrocled them with regeard Lo Lhe
tranelstion of tihe Beok of Mormon.
President Bmitb called attention to
the testimony of the eight witnessee to
the divipity of the Book o! Mormon;
be cited the glita and blesaings be-
stowsd Dpon the Prophel and Lbhe
Church and espoke of the first mis-
sioparies sent oul Lo preach tbe Goa-

pel. Its introduction found the people
of meny countries before Lhe
death of the Propbet Joseph, and

after hie assarsipation io Cartbage
jni), the weork contlnued lo grow and
fiourlsh untll loday It» adhberents
combered mapny thousands. The eno-
cess achieved on Lhe jsles of the sea
was such as to brflng many of those
people into the Church. The prinol-
ples of the Goapel had aleo heen
heralded to the people of (Germany, to
8outh Amerios, to Chinsa, to France,
Ruseis and many other dominions.

The persecutions of the Balnts werle
then dwelt ppon by the speaker, who
nhowed thal notwithetandioe they
were driven from the town of Nauvoo
and the state of Missourl, they were
blessed exceedingly of the Lord and
prospered, w hile thelr enemies perisbed
by the wayeside, The Chuorch was
eatablisbed upon Lthe earth for the last
tlme, snd It would remalin intact,
all eflorts by the epnemy to Lbe
contrary notwithetanding. Mobs apd
mobocruts could wage war as Lhey
would; God was at the helm of the
Liatter~-day work and §t would stand all
the storms thal the wioked could pour
oul agaiost jt. Lte destiny wae mapped
out by the Almighty and He would
see Lo it that Hia purposes were oarried
out lo the very letter.

The Baints pombered bundreds of
thousands, many of Whom were will-
lng to Ilmy down Lheir lives for the
@Gospei’s snke, whife some were luke-
warm sod could be very approprisiely
termed ‘*‘poer devlls.?” Thbe Gospel
bad developed to a wopder o Lhe
earth and 1t would coolinue to grow
and flourish until Goa's peopls were
found reigniog upoo the sarth, flling
the plages now held by wicked and
depignipog men,

The spesaker Lhen annoupced that
peXl week al Lhe anme time and place,
Eiger John Nicboleon would be the
apeaker, bis pulject belag, **Are there
any lssuperable difliounities to Lhe
acceptance of the lacts in wbiaoh Mor-
monilem bad its origin.'? The choir
sang, *Glozy and love to the mep of
old.’? Benedjelion wass prenounced
by Elder George Teasuale.

—_—— e

! FROM YOUNG MISSIONARIES,

The followlng IJetlers, one from
(Jermany and the other from Florlda,
werls written 10 the Bunday ecbool io
the Forest Dale ward, Bali lLake
coupty, by tbe Eiders named, both of
whom were just over elghteen years of
age wheh Lbey Joft oo Lhsir missionst

DARMBTADT, Germany, Jan, 8, 1897,
—My Desr Brothers and Blsters:
Bince I bave been here my thoughts
olten have been with you, and of the
mapny pleasant apd }nstructive mern-
Ings spent in the school. Bioce I last
hau the privilege of mesllng with you,
I bave met with many peopls, and
bnve passed through a pumber of Dew
experiences. A youth reared in Utah
cannol renlize fully the many privi-
leges that are atirineble to bim, unptil
thrown into contact with Lhe outer
world, and then he cannol fail Lo see
tbat God bwes greatly hleesed Lhe
people of Ulah. :

I arrived nt the office of the Bwisa
and Germso mlselopn, In Berm, the
capital of Bwitzerlany, on Beptemher
3rd and was appolnted to labor in
Frapkfort-on«tbe- Maln, In Germany.
The firet two or Lhree weeke I conid
not talk or upoersiand the langunage;
but by fastiog aod praying to
the Lord for belp io learning the
lapguage, I. was ennabled to: vear a
short testimony in German jn &ix
weeks aller my arrival.

Twice before I had been bLere lwo
mopoths [ wes engaged in converastion
and il became Decersary for nie to Wae
a larger vocabulary than waes sl my
command., Botb times words oame to
me that [ had never heard or
oeed apd I was enohled to express
my feelings and explaln cul prinojples
ip s forelgn language. This was a
testimony to ms thal God is willing to
anawek our prayers and belp us at sll
timen.

I buve made two long journeys on
foot since I have bevn here, the firat
was 1524 miles, und the eecond 172
miles. Allalopg thé way we gave
oul tracts, and where Lhe oppoltunity
offered” spoke with the people. In
Worme, op the Roine, I saw the old
churcobh whoere Martin Luther was tried
betore the Dlet of Worma, It 18 silll
atanding, and the Catholics stl!]l hold
eervices in it, I sleo eaw the mooa-
ment erected Lhere to Luther’s nem-
ory.

December 1st we received word from

our president thal miselonariea were



