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to be In n prosperous condition. Con-
densed statistics were also given
from reports of the Primary Asso-
ciation, Young Ladies’ lmprove-
ment éoclety, Relief Bociety nnd
the Sunday Sehool general organi-
zation.

The Centrn! Commitiee of Xdu-
cation, as follows, was presented to
the Coufervnec: Wilford Wouodrufl,
President, Balt Lake City; Lorenzo
8now, Brigham Citg; éeorge Q.
Cannon, Salt Lake City; Karl G.
Maeser, Provo; Willard foung, Bnit
Lake City, Guorze W. Thatcher,
Logan, Amos Howe, Salt Lake
City; Antoun H. Lund, Ephraim;
James Bharp, Sait Lake Ciuy.

The vote to sustain the educational
committes was unanimous.

FRESIDENT GFORGE Q. CANNON

paid: It §8 very gratifying to me,
and I have no §oubh it is 4o al
iresuut,, to hear the voice of Brother

yman again in our midst, and to
listen to the testimony which he
benrs. I kuow it isn glrent gratifi-
cation to us, and that it is un equal
gratifteation to the rest of you, to
see him once more among us. The
inatructions which he has given unto
us are’ true, und have been inspired
by the Bpirit of Goud.

We have had during this confer-
ence many excellont testimonivs
and instructions which if we cen re-
member aud apply Inourlives,earry
out practically by making these in-
structions a partof the rules for the
conduct of our lives, will be of incal-
culable benefit to us.

Remarks have been made con-
cerning the effect of persecution
upon us, and how that persecution
has a tendency to solidify the Bajnts.
This undoubtedly Is the case where
they are fithful. A great nmany
have made inguiries concuerning
the probable length of tiime that we
Bht‘lh have these things to contend
with, and have asked, “Have you
any idea when this will ceasu and

when we shall be relieved from
these afttictions?” Now, I think
myself that they are having a very
salutary eflect upon us. PPersonally
I fesl that T have been benefited by
that through which I have passed—
that it hns been of some little ser-
vico to me in bringing me exper-
fence. T have no doubt it bas had
the sume effect upon most of this
people, if not all. It s very re-
markable the mannerin which the
Lord controls the conduct of Satan
for the good of His people. Batan
fntends or has intended persecution
to destroy the work of Ged, But in-
stead of that It becoines a means of
developing His work. It has the
effect of purifying the people; it has
Lhuefr‘ucgof giving them & hknowl-
‘edge concerning the work in which
they are engnged. Tt tests them and
develops their character, and pives
them opportunities  of exhiblting
unto the Lord and to their fellow men
the kind of characters they arc; und
it gives them that which ir very
important in its place—a knowledge
concerning themselves. Tt is most
important, indeed, that we ehould
know onrselves, that we should be-
come familiar with the pecullarities
of our own natures, thal we may Bee
our wenknesses, and s be able

by the help of the Lord to correct
them. I therclore feel gratified that
the Lord hus permitted these things.
1 do not know what would become
of us if we had nothing but prosper-
ity. Buppost Batan 'lid not perse-
¢lte us—that there was no opposi-
tiom to us—would we ba tested?
Would we be the people thal we aru
today if wo had no afflictions, no
persecutione, no ordenls to endure,
no temptations to resist. Certainly
not., I'rosperity would not develop
ur. Wecould not know ourselves,
neither could we be known if there
were nothing but prosperity for
ue. But as it s the wrath
of man is made tfo prajsoe
God, that which Satan designsns the
means of destroying the work of
God in the wisdom of our Eternal
Fanther is controlled so a8 to acconi-
plish His purposes, to test His chil-
dren,and give them that experience
without which they canuot be per-
fected. Hence we should be able
to reco¥nizc the hand of Geod in
these aftlictions, just as we were told
this morning by Bishop Whitney
to recognize the hinnd o{' God even
in the mvst adverse clrenmstances
that we may be called upon to pass
through,

There is one subjeet that I bave
felt I should like to allude to before
this conferenoe adjourns. 1t is the
disposition which is manifested in
many quarters to sentter out. We
hear of young men going cast, west,
north and south, scattering, in fact,
nll over. Weo hear that a good
many of our young men are leaving
this valley, feaving this county, ad
taking steps to secure for themselves
tracts of land in adjolning Btates
and . Territories, in plaecs remote
from their own homes.

I have felt to ask if this is n wise
proceeding  under our circum-
stances? We have been calied to
gather, not to scatter; we have huen
valled by the Lord to build up Zion
—to beautify the waste places of the
earth, not to spread out all over
ereation and becomeso thin and so
weak that there ls no strength or

wwar with us. This latter would
| w bad policy. “‘Buot,”” says one,
#if I do not now do this I cannot
segureland, The land will all be
taken up.” Well, suppose it Is. 1f
we have lnnd bhere—and such is
the case—we eun live here. T no-
tice that people who are not of our
faith comt into this valley and
see pumberless opportunities which
we do not care anything about, or
de not think it worth while to pay
any nttention to. They take places
and beautify and adorn them, and
they become a menns of wealth in
their hands.

There is an abundance of land in
the valley for hundreds and thou-
sands of I'nmilies if we would make
use of the facillties which we now
have. But somebody wants 640
neres; soniebody wants “the earth
and the fulness thercof;”’ and as was
remarked to me yesterday, ‘‘they
want n hog pasture in addition.”

This is not wise. Weshould con-
centrate ourselves and combine our
efforts, and not Jook to the ends of
the earth nnd see how much is going
to waste that we are missing, I am
sometimes reminded of an expres-
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slon attributed to Brother Puﬂﬁf
rutt. When he came to this ¥4+
ley in the early days he was trave®
iy in Parloy’s Park—nommed after
him—then a splendid region for
grass; and he said to his companioth
“What thousands of dodlars L amt
losing.”’ His friend inguired ¢ How:
for he was surprised, knowing 88 he
did thatBrother ’ratt was nob pos
sessed of very mueh then; we were
all poor in those days. “WhY:
snid he, “here are ull these acres ¢
grass going Lo waste, and if 1 only
had a lot of cattle to eat it, whab s
lot of money I would make.”’

Well he had not the wnotey h‘*’f
cause he had not the cattle. ,?d
coursc he safd what I have repentet
jocosely; but there are n great mats
i)eop!e who secm to have that xdt'_f:
n varnest, and because there R
Inrge tracta of land of which theY
hear in remote valleys they 8r¢
anxious to strike out and take POs
sussion for fear that somebody €%
will get them. This is not WIEe
Let ug be governed by wisdoid !
our movements. This is the wﬂ{_
to build up Zion. Itis not by ""“‘“.
tering abroad or attempting to b’;? ¥
fuster than our strength. -
know how it has been, We h8
extended our settlements to rem? ;
distanees in the past, and thost 8¢
tlements have had (o be abandone
afterwards through o variety of ©
cunistances. It would tll;:rufol"’ d
unwis: for us to repeat this.
untecessary. Wﬁan Brow r::
enough right along here In u}ed
valleys which arenlrendy oceul o8
by making use of the facilit
within our reach.

I have ndmired President W
iufl in this respect-
reopla an example. il
iere with the ploneers npd s,
on a little farm of twenty f:fﬂ”’,
That is the cxtent of his far
land, nnd he has Uved upon |
the time when the pioneers Cih
in—or, rather, from the tun® T
came in afterwards with his ftm 3{1
He has been content with 1t l‘]‘aw
hag made o pretty good HivIng M
by his industry, Otherscunt ol
a8 well, -

When in Utah County I \\'ﬂ-“fﬁ.u
versing with one of the brebhiy
there who hus a comparatively 870,
aren of land, and yet he ma
excellent livelihood by raising
fruite, 1 asked him, ¢ls there
ket for these?” ¢A markeh’ yl
answered ‘“why, I ean el hany
can raise, and if I had vver 60 Lat-
more I could soll frults of b8 Gy
acter. They want them the
I send fruits to ]l)envel' émns

laces, and people nre €ODVC, .
Esking nie fol'gnml')e thanI can |!Elﬁtf]is
I do not know how that is; bY
was his testimony to me. qich

There are many ways I ,‘-‘Lhout
we can  make a HVIDE _‘L‘ry
traveling all over the Te rrf ];l '
Fet. lioid of lm'Fﬁ tracts of 1n ke
elt as though 1 wanted t?ren“"
these remarks before the con :’Bt‘ all
closed, and of course you mt -
judge for yourselves us to
rectness, ~But this is th
take of the building upof Zlou-f
not believe it is a good policy

oou-

other
mntl))g

nt the present time—for ouf



