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in the silver dollar there is about 78

cents worth of silver under the present
silverilver law the government only pays 78

cents for it but under the free coinage
the government would have to pay the
silver speculators a dollar for every 78
cents of silver

Asae to the theory that silver would be
unloaded on us that is something that
gooditesgold ites can not very clearly demon
barate and as to paying one dollar
for every seventy eight cents lundgrunder a
free coinage law the mail and express
laIs grievously wrong unless we mis-

understand the aim of free silver ad-

vocatesvocates there Is no such thing RSas pay-

ing for bullion for coinage purposes
every owner of bullion could take his
metal to the mint and have it handledbandied
on the same principle that gold is now
handled but what the value of a
silver dollar from an outside stardard
might be under such a law is a ques-

tion yet to be determined the fact
is the free silver advocates do not
clearly define themselves on this point
but the logic of the issue suggests that
it does not involve the buying of bulbul-

lion for coinage

THE unpardonable SIN

WE find the following in a recent
issue otof the helena montana
journal

the salt lake n abune is not very
eulogistic of the late samuel B axtell
once ggovernorgovernoi of utah it concludes a
short article on his death with this lan-
guage it is an old saying that onlyY
goodod words should be spoken of the deadvisit is true however that the dead man is
no more sacred after the soul has passed
out of him than he was before and it is
justice not to forget after death when
through the public acts of a public
servant hebe in life betrayed his trust and
violated his solemn oath brother
goodwin isis not one to let the grave cover
his resentment toward a man whom hhe
suspects of partiality toward the mor
mons hence this exhibition of post mor-
tem bitterness

quite correct anybody his sheet
suspects of even trying to jodo justice to
the mormonscormonsMormons is a scrub a I1 jack
mormon a hired liarharj caa paid
perjurer or something that takes still
viler language to designate and is not
fit for any other columns than those of

the salt lake tribune

NEITHER ELDER NOR AGNOSTIC

to theme ecktonawtar
in your issue of august 24 1I find re-

producedreduced a letter sent by me to thevewnew york evening post disclaiming
the honor of being a mormon elder
which title had been most lavishly be
towedstowed upon me by the new york pressyou say I1 am anat is popularly

known as a freethinker though why
an agnosticagno atio should be considered inmorere
ofor a freethinker than a believer in thethe
albe we fail to see I1

theretere Is of course a censure toin that
but I1 want to show that the coat does

not fit me and as I1 have never had an
opportunity to say a woldwoid on this topic
let me use the prpresentbesent

I1 never chose for myself the name
freethinker any more thin you

chose the name mormon in a
generalgenera way churchedun people are
called freethinkers P the majority
of the liberal party in utah is
made up of freethinkers 10 you
kaow what I1 think of them and what
I1 have done to oppose them as a party
it is my opinion chat they have much
more free than think and that
many of them are but you will not let
me say it

speaking for myself I1 most cord ialey
concede to believers in the bible fillall the

ask from them only liberty
to exercise my god given right to

think ap according to my ability we
can never quarrel on that point

in theth e common use of language 9 free-

thinker foand are synony-
mous and of late the term agnostic
has been added to the other two I1
disclaim all three and am content to be
a thinker havinghavin lived a life of some
devotion to what fI1 saw to be my duty
I1 do not consider myself an in-

fidel the agnostic says hebe does
notloot know I1 think I1 do know and
hence am not an agnostic

if not believing as you believe makes
me an unbeliever then I1 am not to
be condemnedcondemnel because I1 cannot be-

lieve otherwise than according to the
actions of my reason and the dictates of
conscience names amount to little
yet I1 have called myself a rationalist
being that I1 insist that all should have
equal rights to think for themselves
and believe as they can without cen-
sure what is rational in your faith
ismineis mine and if there is anything ration-
al in the other sects it is mine also be
cause truth is rational and is or becomes
universal

I1 have known several mormonscormons abo
thought my humble effort in behalf of
fair play for their sect was wrong be-

cause I1 was not a church member 1

have known a greater number of al-

leged mormonscormons who thought my work
wrong because it might turn a gen
i olelie dollar from them to both I1
would say that I1 have not been work-

ing for Mor monisoDB but for the rights of
man denied to mormonscormonsMormons but I1I1 sup-
posepo human nature is much the same
now that it was two thousand years
ago the man who agitates an unpopu-
lar truth or right Is misunderstoodmisunder stood now
as then and though he cannot be forcadforced
to drink the hemlock or bear the cross to
Calvaryhe tois none tubeless martyredmartyred by
the million tongues of envy malice
and falsehood your joseph even
found death and you yourself are daily
a victim to the strokes of a fan glesa old
rattlesnake whose contortions make us
all laugh

do not think for one mi meritment that I1
outside of the church assume thatthat I1
possess any more freedom to think
than you have inside believe
me that your rights are sacred to me
aridand I1 trust mine are to you and yours
I1 want no freedom that cannot be
shared by all if they want it I1 want
nuno salvation that does not bebelongong to
me A good old mormon saidmid to me
yesterday god will take care ot you
and save you whether you want him
to or not 1I to which I1 replatrepliedd that is
all right if god deems me worthy of
his favor I1 certainly shall make no op-

positionposition

I1 may be wrong but it strikes me
that the man or woman who does nighis
duty where he stands unconcerned for
the consequences tois the one who is do
ing the will of god in a rational way
and soon or late will see the sun of
success strike above him the shining
hills of day

yours for the truth and the rightbight at
all times and under any name

CHARLES ELLIS
we give place to the foregoing be-

causecau se we respect the views of the
writer and acknowledge hisbis right to
define his own position espespecially if
he thinks we have in the slightest de-
gree misrepresented it we do not
think his definition of it is essentially
different from ours we are of the
opinion that a believer in genuine

mormonismMor is just as much of a
rationalist as one who does not
believe also that a disbeliever
in christianity has noho more right or
title to the name of rationalist thansthan a
true christian has observe we did not
say that mr elliseilis called himself a free
thinker or an agnostic those names
are commonly used in reference tooto
people who hold views similar to those
of thomas payne and robert briger
soll and B F underwood persons
whom mr ellis regards with favor and
some of whose opinions at least hebe hasbaa
defended with vigor and ability

mr ellisbills has stated through our
colucolumnsans that he was engaged shorshortly
after his arrival in this city to lelecture0ture
for a society of people who were either

atheists and infidels or were classed
among the freethinkers 1 and
agnostics so we thought we were
doing perfect justice to him in placing
him among the latter class which in
eludes such illustrous names as huxl-
ey and spencer and other greatsgreat
thinkers who say there are somesome things
which they do not know and tthereforehe
they are agnostics

mr ellis says hebe does know and
therefore he is not an agnostic we
are happy to hear it but hebe does not
tell us what it is be does know j if
hebe knows those things which huxley
and others say they do not know he is
ahead of them and so far he can
notdot be justly called an agnostic there
are some things however that ffewew
mortals know but in which many of 1

them verily believe and believing
they are not properly numbered
among the agnostics it is those who
neitherdeither know nor believe in what they
cannot demonstrate that
are called agnostics a term which they
usually accept and which carries no
benccensureure 11

we do not think there is anything
offensivesive in the name of free-
thinker no matter by whom adopted
or applied but we do not concede that

1 any disbeliever or uunbeliever in re

r


