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THE JOB PINGREE CASE

T e m—

REMARKS OF THE DEFENDANT AND
COURT IMMEDIATELY PRIOK TO THE
PRONOUNCING OF JUDGMENT.

Owing to the extraordinary inter-
est attached to prosecutions under the
Edamunds law, welare induced to pub-
lish a fuller account of the closing
scene of the case of Job Pingree, of
Ogden, than has yet appeared in our
columns. A copious reportis given in
our esteemed and interesting cotem-
porary the Ogden fHerald, to whom we
are indebted for the extracts follow-
ing. The defendant being present in
the Court of the First Judicial District
to receive sentence under conviction
for unlawful cohabitation, on Monday
last, he was asked by the Court if ne
had anything to say why judgment
should not be pronounced. In res-

onse he addressed the Court as fol-
OWS:

If Your Honor please:

Three years ago last March this law,
cailed the Edmunds law, was passed.
I married this lady with whom 1 am
accused of living, in 1861, and we lived
together until the time of the passage
of the Edmunds Bill. At that time I
consulted with Mr, Tanner, a lawyer,
in this city, in reference to the course
I should take, so that I should be jus-
tified and not be liable to prosecution
under this law. 1 read in my dic-
tionary that dwelling in the same
country coustitutes cohabitation, but
even if a man is separated from his
wives the law presuaes cohabitation
with her. The course 1 have taken
was recommended by Mr. Tanner,
and bhe inforwed me 1 could go and
see the children, as it was my duiﬁ'l 1o
educate them and care for em
when they were sick; but that I must
discontinue making that my home.
Accordingly, on the last day of Mareh,
1882, being, if I recollect aright, on a
Friday, I discontinued living with two
woimen as my wives, and since then I
have not been’ seen with them at the
theatre, riding out with them, or ¢oing
to meetings, or parties, or anything of
this kind. _

BNo man can say 1 have considered
this woman as my wife since that time,
or that I have been seen with them as
stated. It was stated by one of my
children that we have visited his
house, but we did not go or come away
together. Itis true 1 undertook at
that time to live within the law, and
have kept it ever since according to
my best understanding. 7The charge
is preferred against me by some

your trial in an unprejudiced manner
you will recollect that you did not
| state 1o the jury wbat you stated to the
Court; you wiil recollect that you sat
by when your own children, yvour own
daughter, said she did not know the
age of your daughter Pearl. You tell
me you are a foliower of the meek and
lowly Jesus. It cannot be that your
religioun teaches you that you should
allow your children to testify in the
way yom did. Her own mother has
toid me since—her mother who could
not be produced at the trial—that she
could, had she chosen to have done so,
testifled as to the age of the child.
T'here was not one word from yourself
not one word as to your having taken
counsel. You and your counsel sat
by, and everyv littie fact that was
proven by the prosecution was only
secured by great effort. From your
knowledge of men you must recognize
that the testimony which was secured
carries with it far more weight than
that of a voluntary nature. Thatis the
manner in which'your case. was pre-
sented to the jury; they deliberated for
over two hours before they returned a
verdict. They did it with feelings of
sorrow. You and I know -ome of
them personally; we would trust them
with some of our most sacred affairs,
and I believe their verdict was a con-
scientious oane,

MRr. PINGREE.—In regard to this
young lady’s testimony I was sorry
to bear it. Bat I do not myself to-
day know the ages of my children. if
I had known the age of the child 1
would have been willing to give the in-
formation. Where a man has two or
three children they are in the habit of
having birthday parties, but where
there are 17 children, with 17 pairs of
shoes to buy and clothing for them all
to be.obtained and I have worked hard
to obtain themn, consequently birthday
parties were very rare. The ages of
these children were reported to me but
I never put them down, I do not recol-
lect them all. My attorneys desired I
should make a statement but 1 told
them 1 was acquainted with those gen-
tlemen (the jury) they knew my course
of life and I felt satistied they would
bring in a verdict of acquittal.

AT this point appropriate remarks
were made Dy Jué]ge R. K. Williams
and Mr. M. Kirkpatrick, of counsel
for the defense, explanatory of the de-
fendant’s position during the trial.
They also drew attention to the un-
exceptionable character of Mr. Pin-
gree and his usefulness in the com-
munity, by whom he was estecmed as
an honorable and upright man of un-
questioned intzsgrity. The object of
these addresses was to obtain for the
defendant a suspension or at least a
mitigation of sentence, '

stranger whom I have never seen be-
fore, and I do not know that I ever
saw him previously, but he was im-
ported here, I presame, by Com-
missioner McKay. 1 was brought up.
on this charge and convicted on a
presumption, and no doubt, if 1 had
resumed 1® buy the gentlemen of the
ury, and promised them $100 in a
week or two, or a month, they would
have taken my word., It was supposed
by many [ would be acquitted,
and I am half inclined to think the
Prosecuting Attorney thought [ would
be acquitted. I do not know what

your Honor’s feelings were about the
case,
1 have on two different occasions

been called upon to decide on real es-
tate when the D, and R. G. came in
here. These questions were before]
“Mormons'’ and ‘‘non-‘*Mormons”’
and I endeavored in these cases to be
fair and hope the gentlemen of the jury
have done the same to me., I1f ther
have not I would just as soon be in
my position as theirs. There is an-
other item, my attorneys have asked to
move for a new trial, 1 told them
-1 would not do it, Your Honor has
heard this case through and probably
know as much about it as you would if
it went through another trial. Hence,
I do not ask for a new trial, but submit
to Your Honor’s disposition in regard
to my case. _
Tae Jourr.—The Court would like
to know whatyour course in the future
is to be in regard to the laws of this
country. Yeu have stated nothing on
that subject, and 1 simply call your at-

tention to it, that if you desire to say

anything about it, you may.
_MR. PINGREE.—That is something I
know nothing at all about. 1 am now
47 years of age, and what 1 may do in
the future, Your Honor, I cannot say.
As sooun as this law was passed 1 en-
deavored to keep it and have kept it
according to my best understanding
ever since. One thing 1 do know,
there are plenty of men who would
be willing to make a case agaimst
me. 1 have " been a law-abid-
ing man all my iife through. 1 have
been disfranchised now more than two
years; I have paid my taxes, but cannot
say who shall spend them, and, as far
as the future is concerned, Your
Honor, 1 cannot say what 1 would do.
(Here Mr. Pingree related an historical
circumstance explaining,io a, measure,
his position.) Your Honor is to de-
cide by my counduct in the past.

to do

TaE Court.—I think you are inerror
in one tegard that there are people
willilng and anxious e convict you
whether or no the facis warraat it
that is not the feeling I take ivin this |
[ know it is not the feel-
ing of the Americaa people, or ol the

community.

administration to have the law
forced with auy vindictive

1
have kept this law toa fuller extent
even than my atltorney instructed me

motive,

They were followed by the Assistant
District Attorney.

’{‘(;w Courr—addressing Mr. Pingree
said:

*““The Court has learned gince your
trial and the verdict of the jury that
you are not without friends in this
community. A greater pressure than
you are aware of has been brought up-
on the Court in your case. The Court
has been appealed to on public grounds
by Gentiles as wellas by **Mormons’’
to suspend sentence. It has been told
thatit is necessary that vou remain
here to perform your official duaties in
this city of Ogden. The court has
studied that matter carefully and con-
scientiously, but it has seemed to the
Court that is not a suflicient reason for
a suspension of sentence, because
while the public may suffer it 18 an ex-
ample to the public. It is not more qf
a cause for a suspension of sentence
than the fact that your fawily needs
you and that your family will suffer.
Indeed, the sufferings of your family
appeals to the sympathies of the
Court more than the sufferings of this
commnnity. They have made prepara-
tion; they are not put out any more if
you are taken from here by the hand of
the law than if you were removed
from here by the hand of God. The
Court has been asked to allow you to
remain during the months of July and
August, but 1t has seemed to the Court
that, under the present state of affairs,
when men of your faith stand here in
detiance of the law, claiming that they
are nght, justice must be served.
The people of this Territory are violat-
ing a law and must be caused to feel
that ponishment will be meted %o those
who offend, and that there will be neo
hesitation in regard to it. 'The
Court has carelully considered ihe
case, and has gone over the evi-
dence; and the - rulings, so far
as ‘1 could remember them, have
been considered. I bhave read and
' re-read the charge to the jary.
' Because of your high standing in the
community I have felt that your ex-
'ample is much greater. It gives the
 court no more reason for a suspension
of semience in your case than it would
| in the case of a poor man who stood
before this bar with no one to speak
forhim. Many have spoken for you;
the lady whom it was impossible to
find during the trial was visited by the
court with the presecuting atterney.
He has made diligent enquiry since
the trial to, if possible, make ecertain
whether there was any mistake, has
with him visited your Lome, con-
versed with that lady and with your
daughter, and has seen the child
Pearl. I say this to show you I am
not passing sentence thoughtlessly. I
think pr bably you have punishment

L enough o far as you are personally
concerped: 1 understand that vour

e - :p“,-.'ili.;_-.“' with your selsitve nature, is

Lexceedingly trying 0 you. But while

but in order 0o obtaln obedience to [Fou say to me that yoa have fried to

the laws ol the Country.

had & fair ¢

I, of course, jlive within the law, to-day vou cannot
canpot see why you feel that way. You |tell me what you will do,
If you will review 'could have deone it for this reason, If

I wish you

I could send forth to-day in this com-
munity, under suspension of sentence,
such a man a8 Job Pingree, who, b
Frucept and example would show the
aw must be obeyed. 1 should send
forth a missionary of the court; I am
sorry tosay I cannot do it. 1 must
consider the publie, for I find those
who violate this law justifying them-
selves, urging a violation of the enact-
ments ef the Fuvernment, claiming it
is unconstitutional, and setting their
opinion and judgment of the law above
that of the law makers.

You have had a fair trial and you do
not seek to move for a new trial. As
to what I ought to do is not an eas
matter to determine. These punish-
ments are given simply to couvince
those who are convicted, and those
who Jearnof them chat the law must be
obeved. The sooner it is obeyed the
sooner that era of FEH.E-E will come
which your counsel referred wo so elo-
quently. [ must disperse from the
minds of this people oue idea, and that
is that this law is not to be enforced,
and that it may be disobeyed with im-
punity.

Your government has to enforce that

law; would iv not be better for you,

Mr. Pingree, to say, as a loyal citizen,

that you would go forth by precept

gnfi example and urge its obedience to-
ay.

JUDGE WILLIAMS—It Jies in this way:
He has been trying to obey the law,
and what he states is he does not
know how the court will construe it in
the future.

*THE CoURT—I have given him oppor-
tunity, Judee Williams; I do not want
him to do anything contrary to his
feelings, any more than I woulddo
anvthing contrary to mine,

JUDGE WiLLiams—Well if he 8ays
he will do & thing he will do it. He
i8 just that kind ot a4 man.

HE CourT—The sentence of the
Court is, Mr, Pingree, that you be con-
fined in the Penitentiary for a period
of five months and that you pay a fine
of $300 and stand committed until such
fine is paid."

B e
THE SPANISH FORK HORROR.

AN INCESTUOUS AND MURDEROUS BUT
PATRIOTIC ANTI-**MORMON"'ENTRAPS
BY HiS LUSTFUL WILES HIS SISTER
AND NIECE AND LEADS ONE OR BOTH
TO TAKE LIFE TO COVER UP THEIR
CRIME.

A thrill of horror passed thrut;gh the
peaceful little community of Spanish
Fork on Monday last by a series of
shocking crimes being brought to light,
some particulars of which we pub-
lished in yesterday’s issue. :

Mrs. Elizabeth Craig, a peor widow
woman who resides in the northern
art of that town and who has made a
iving for herself and children since
the death of her husband about four
years since by laundry work, bhad
arcused suspicion among her neighbors
for some time previous by her aﬁpeaﬁ-

y

ance. un eing questione
them, however, she had stoutly
denied that anything was wrong

with her. Not seeing her about the
house on the day mentioned, one of the
neighbors called upon her, and though
Mrs. Craig opened the door in answer
to the lady’s knoek, it was apparent
that she could scarcely walk, and her
looks indicated that she had passed
through an excruciating ordeal.  Other
neighbor women were immediately
called iv and Mrs. Craig was accused
by them of having given birth toa
child, 7This she denied with an oath,
and though a midwife was brought and
an investigation threatened, she still
continued to deny it, A search in the
cellar of the hou-e, however, soon re-
vealed the horrible truth, for there,
covered up in a pile of rags, wasa
newly-born infant with marks of vio-
lence upon it, satisfying those who
saw it that it had been murdered;
Several men were notitied of the de-
velopments and appeared on the scene,
among them the city prosecuting at-
torney J. A. Rees, Esq. To him the
woman confessed that the child had
been born on the previous midnight,
that she bad strangled it and that
George Thorn, her half-brother, whom
she charged with having doceived her,
was the father of it. She also gave
him a parcel of letters which had been
written by the lecherous scoundrel to
herself and her daughter Hannah from
this city since coming here last spring
to obtain work.

Dr. Pike, of Provo, was immediately
sent for and 4 post mortem examina-
tionof the infant was made, which
disclosed evidence of the child hav-
ing been horn alive and of its
baving been strangled, and it was
also discovered that the child's
neck had been pierced by some sharp
instrument which had entered on one |
side of the windpipe and penetrated
almost to the back of the neck. On|
being questioned in regard to this
point the unnatural mother acknowl-
edged that she nad done it with a pair
of scissors. She further stated that
she was alone at the time of being de-
livered of and murdering the child,and
had no help from any one, and that she
nad previously, according to sugges-
tions from her incestuous paramoar,.
sought by various means to destroy
tie: f®LUs,

A telegram was immediately sent to
| Mairsbal Phillips, of this city, to arrest
George Thorn, and this, asf stated in
2ur columps yesterday, was done.
His trunk was also seized and
found to contain Jetters from Mrs,
Craig =2nd herg daughtexy - Hannab,

y | the most disgusting

¥ |and charge them with disloyalty and

which, together with the letters given
to Mr. Rees, afford ample evidence of
ncest between
himself and both women, and of his
instructing them how to make away
with the fruits of their intercourse.
The younger woman probably suc-
ceeded in her feeticidal attempt, but,as
shown, her mother failed in that and
murdered her offspring after its birth.
Thorn’s letters also show his rank
anti-**Mormon’’ proclivities, for which
he was chiefly conspicuous during the
few months he spent in Spanish Ferk,
and serve to illustrate the kind of men
who usually howl at the “Mormons”

immorality.
The following letter was addressed
to Miss Hannah Craig: -

SALT LAKE CITy, April 17, 1885,
Dear Niece:

Well, I would like to know if all is
right with you, and if vou have come
around all right, Now you know what
I mean by this, if there is anything
wrong I want you to tell me, so [ will
know what to do for you.

Your Affectionate Uncle,
GEORGE THORN,

The following letters were addressed

to Mrs. Elizabeth Craig:
SALT Lake CITY,
April 29th, 1885.

Dear and Lovéng Sister:

I received your few lines this morn-
ing, and [ was glad to hear that yon
received the $5,00 tbhat I sent you all
right. L#wm sorry to know that you are
insucn 8 fix, and that nothing will re-
lleve yo that I bave sent you., I
thought s re tuat stuff I sent would be
sure 1o ¢ the work. I don’t know of
a.?thlng that would help you to get}
rid of it j»esides unless it would be a
bottle « - Dr. Kennedy’s Medical
discovery and tnat you ' can get
in the Co-op store; and take
it pretty 1reely; and I will tell you to
try jumping off the top of a tence, and
that will sometimes cause a woman to
miscarry; or get ia the bottom of a
wagon and have them drive pretty fast
over a rough piece of road. And
sometimes heavy lifting will cause a
mishap. And there is another way,
by going to a doctor and tell him what
is the matter, and he could give you
something that would relieve you, but
that would cost about $0. Try to get
hold of a doctor book and that would
tell you what to do in your case. I
should have written to you before on
this subject, but I was afraid Hannah
would get your letters and read them,
but as now she is coming away, and as
I know the little ones can’t read writ-
ing, and if they can they don’t under-
stand the meaning of what I am writ-
ing about. But 1 think if you practice
at jumping off the top of your fence a
few times, that will fetch it; buat
then when it does pass how are you
zoing to keep anyone from knowing it,
for you will have to have someone to
help you out unless you can take care
of yourself?
ell, 1 will tell vou, they have been
trying Angns Cannon for Pmyga.m !
and they have found him guilty, and he
will ' get his sentence en the 10th
of next May, and they are
going to have avother case
to-morrow for the same offense,
there are several who have been 1n-
dicted, and some of them have come
outand acknowledged to the corn, and
have been fined and gone to the pen,
and I think it is the intention of the
Government to put a stop to this kind
of work or br up the Church en-
tirely, and this 1n my judgment is what
they ought to have done years ago. I
will tell you it is the fulfilling of a
piece of scripture that is spoken
of in the  Apostles, where
Christ is speaking to his shepherds
that he put to watch over his sheep
and there was a big wolf got in and
devoured the sheeg, and when the
shepherds saw it they had not sand
enough to go and drive the wolf out,
but ran and hid themselves for fear
they would get devoured also; and this
is the way with the heads of the
Cnurch. They haint got sand enough
to stand with what they preach and
practice. 1 don’t want to belong
to any such Chuareh. I will
c¢lose by bidding you good night and a
sweet repose, y dear sister, 1 am
going to help you all I can.
Your Affectionate Brother,
GEORGE THORN,

SALT LAkKE Crry,
May 3, 1885,

Hf Dear Sister:

am sorry fﬂ“ cannot get rid of your
complaint., 1 was in hopes you would
have got rid of it before this time, that
is if you have tried everything that I
told yon to do. 1 am atraid you have
not tried jumping off the fence, or else
that would have made it come. I den’t
hardly know what to do in your case.
If I did I would help youn all I could.
I will see a doctor, and if he can give
me something foryou I will send it
down to you next mail.
Your ever affectionate brother.
GEORGE THORN.

SALT LAKE CITY,

May 8, 1885.
My Dear and Affectionate Sister:
#* * * * *

* Well, they are still going ‘for the
polygamists. They made another ar-

d0 is to qnit"such work and submit
themselves to the laws of the country
and be good eitizens, because the gov-

rest to-day. The best thing they can |-

they baye to resort to bloodst.

.ﬁ:-‘hﬁ' H

The Mormons here rais
on public buildings at
this was a great E:sﬂt T
States government., The Mo
talk about driving out the Gensit..
wish they would start that b
business. I wouldn't ask for 1o
fun vhan to help clean oun I*ft
Mormons. When 1 see tnefise.
country] trampled upon"i_
for by such devils, it makesmys
boil all over. They sl
being good law-abiding eitizens
shows they are traitors at heas
say down with such villains'
ought not to be let live in the g
and I am ready to drive suchm
our land. This is the way [
think every good Americay
should feel as I do. You said
last letter that Mary Anu w
to send her some medicine
you, that she was in the
you are. R

[Here follows a preseri ot o
purpose of producing abo
then the letter concludes w

Your Affectionate
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ANOTHER VI
JOB PINGREE SENTENCED:

MONTHS IN THE
AND A FINE OF %300,

ENT

o

OGpEN Crty, Uk
July 13
Edwtor Deseret News:

The ceurt room was againy
this morning with anxious au
ested spectators, most of wh
resent expecting to hear pr

by

y His Hounor the sentence of &
MR. JOB PINGREE,

who was, on the Tth inst., coni
trangressing the Edmunds lawl
habiting witn more than one
‘‘in the marriage relation.” T
dict of *‘guilty” found by the®
this case surprised nearly ew
and I believe the Court and)
tion were included in the
parties, ' .
Judge R. K. Williams and Mel
patrick, of the defense, were)
The Court asked defendant® .
anything, he had to say why @
should not be passed upon h
fendant said he married his¥
1861, and when the Edmunds I
passed he thought he saw infl
ernment a disposition to en
He consulted counsel in r
the course he should pursu
matter, and his legal adviser in
him, the resuit of which '
though he has visited the hLous
vided for his second wife, edug

children and otherwise acl
father should to them &
mother, still he declares he |
within the provisions of ;

THE EDMUNDS LAW, |

No one can truthfull
since that time nsamiawz th
the relations of a husband
sidered her his wife. On the |
of March, 1882, he undertook
within the law, and has doné#
gince; according to the best

:att'.lmncttn%1 he had of it. Th
against him had been preferre

BY A STRANGER,

a8 man whom he had never befi
to his knowledge. The grand
dicted him, and on the trial |
the evidence was in he expect
dict of *‘not guilty,” and he
clined to think the Court and |
tion were of the same mind
subject as himself. '
The Court remarked ¢
Pingree had said nothing as
his course would be in the tut
asked if he desired to say
about it. g
In reply Mr. Pingree said he
a g;v-ahldin l1:ln.1i|.n all his life. ¥
a ayer, although he had 1}
franchised more that two ve
he could not say :

WIHAT HE MIGHT DO IN THE

His Honor labored fervent
cessantly fora long time to ¢o
(efendant and turn him- from
ror of his ways; but the dale
of The Court fell dull and he
the ear of Job Pingree. Ri.
The Court was grieved that
fendant would not promise W
would in the future by precepts

ample prove to the wo
nation to
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HONOR THE LAWS.
And notwithstanding His &
had been earnestly
‘**‘Mormons’ and *‘‘Gentiles” 0%
pend sentence altogether, or 0P W
pone it during the munﬂﬂﬁ. A
August, he could notdo eithe
after appropriate and timelyr®
in defense of their client by /M

B

O MMEtE DO D ot

L
e
AR

Kirkpatrick and Williams, the

made a final but futile effort 0o #" !
Job, and then sentenced hﬁlll_ﬁf"" "

| | o U

FIVE MONTHS IMPR MENL T Tl'
$300 PR

i 1

He was taken to the mﬂ:ﬂ

ernment intends to put a stop to this
thing of & man having more fhan one |

evening. :

The late editor of the Ogden o

k,



