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STAKE HIGH COUNCILS

numbers otof the members of the
cherom have merely a general and
perhaps not a very distinct under
standing ot the procedure of the severaloveral
ecclesiastical courts that exist within
the budy religious fortunately this
lack of information is tuetoe result of the
nimber of communicants who have
recourse to those tribunals being
few compared with theibe bulk of
the people jasAs a consequence
the opportunities for observationvaLion by
means of cloveclose contact arere not numer-
ous this thought hasha suggested the
advisability of making one class ot01

church courts stake high councils
the subject olof a brief article
ane construction of a stake high

council is simple yet its furm isin re-
markablymarkably effective for the
of its purpose it is composed otof
twelve hima priests who are ordained
and set apart as high councilorscouncillorsCounci lors over
this body jtit toie the duty ofif the presidentPresidejut
of the stake to preside onaand it Is binbib
privilege to be assisted by his two
counselors in case of the absence
of one or both of those who are ap
pointed to assist him he has power to
preside over me council without anall

and in case that hohe himself
is absent 22 hisble counselors nave power
to preside in his steadlead both or either
otof theuthaw

associated with the regular mem-
bers oiof the council is a number olof
other high priests who have been
ordainedorual ned and set apart as alternate
high it is their dutyduly to
be present at all the meetingsmeeting and to
take the places of any of the mem
bersberm who may be absent from any
cause

tribunal has appellate as well
as original the appealed
casescameo originate in the bishops courts
when elth-eeither ol01 the pals in a trial
before one otof the latter courts toIs
dissatisfied with the bishopeBisho pd1 s dool siou
and desires to appeal to the high
council of the stake he must chowproper groundsgroundfl asaa a reason lorfor the
appeal and it waythey are deemed
blont thebe minutes of the proceedingsedinga
are sent up to the appellate court
unless the beono given for the action
of appeal are trivial or frivoloustrivo loua we
request isi granted should the bishop
however decline to grant an appeal
thehe applicant may complain to thebe
presidentof the staketake by whom it
will be submitted to the high council
if that body decides that an appeal

SL should be granted the prominent
will direct the bishop to
showhow cause why he should not

be required to grant it and
to send up the minutes of the pro
ceeoeedingadiage hadbad before him in thehe case

in a cecase which corneacomes up in the
council on appeal the minutes of the
trial bajore we court in which it origi-
natedbated are read itif it appears to the
court thatthai the paperspapera are insufficient to
give a full and clear oi01
the mattersmatier it to decided to investigate
the camedaae on itsif meritsmerite but no witnesses
who were not examined before the
Ris court are allowed to be intro-
duced theabe object otof the appellate pro

being to determine whether
or notnal abebe decisiondeoteion of abe original
court tito

itif during the investigation itis should ap-
pearpear that either of the parties can
and desires to introduce nownew witnesses
who can give additional and vital testi-
mony the cuecase may be sent back to the
bishopsBie bopa court in order to give that
tribunal aoan opportunity to determine
whether or not the nownew evidence
would cause him to change or alterafter his
decision

before entering upon the trial of a
case the council lais duly organized
the twelve high councilorscouncillorsCounci lors are
rangrangededinin two semi each com-
prised of six members in this
snapeshape one half the councillorscouncilorsCouncicj unctionlors face the
otheroiher half each regular member has
a permanent number from one to
twelve and be occupies a po-
sition according to it the
six odd numbers comprise one halthall
circle and the even the other there
is a space between the ends of the two
semi circles and the presidency ol01

the stake are seated at the upper open-
ing while the lower one is reserved
for the witnesses while they are en-
gaged in giving testimony alterafter the
work of organizing is completed thebe
proceedings are opened with prayer

the president makeasks each of the par-
ties to the case it he is ready to proceed
to trial when the answer is affirma-
tive as it usually lain the complaint or
charge which is in writing and bets
been previously placed in be hands
of the clerk of the council
isin read it is decided by vote
of0 the council how many

speakerspeabers there shall be on a side
when the case toIs important it is usual
coqmohavehave two the speakers are meee
looted in rotation according bonum
berbar the accuser takes a position in
the odd number semi chirole between
his speakers while the accused is
similarly situated on the even number
sideide

the duty of the speakers tois to ad-
vise the respective parties as to their
rights and privileges and to protect
them against irregularities and injus-
tice the accuser tois given the priv-
ilege of making a general statement olof
hisbis casecame and the defendant is
accorded an opportunity to speak on
hisbis own behalf in reply in comecase he does
notdot admit the correctness of the charge
then followsfollow the examinationegami nation otof wit
neSfles first for the mica usar aniland theothen
for the accused eachbach witness inIB sub-
jected to snob interrogation as may be
necessary by the party introducing
him and may be cross examined by
the otherether sidede upon any matter ad-
ducedd in the course of the examination
in chief these proceedings are par-
ticipated in by the respective speakers
and also under erper rules by other
members of the council and by the
presidency the object being to obtain
a clear understanding of the case that
the decision may be according to
equity and justice

after all the testimony isin toin the
president announces that the council
is ready to hourhear the speakers it is1

deemed improper and inconsistent with
the genius of the tritribunalbimal for the
speakers to strain after points in favor
of the particular side of theme casebase rep-
resented by them the central object
being the ultimate arrival at a just
conclusion as to the merits of the
matter in dispute they are
ho irever to briefly review the evidence
saand fairly ep laifi potato that istreare

favorable to the sideaide ofef the
with which they are for the time be-
ing associated

whenW hea the speakers conclude their re
marks the president informs the
accuser that hebe has the privilege of
presenting hishia own case in a brief
summary of the testimony the accused
isa thenhen accorded a similar oppo-
rtunity

it is the duty of the president to
formulate and announce the decision
which must be justified by thebe evi-
dence without sufficient proofs no
matter what may be the private
opopinionsinious of the members of the court
asaa to the guilt or innocence of the soao
aused no man can be properly con-
demned when the decision tola auan-
nounced it is determined by vote of
the council whether iaU shall be susas

when a majority vote tola in
favor ofbf ltatitjt standsstand

among the functions of stake high
councilsCounciis isia the preservation toin the
community of peace and goodwill and
pure morals they are inID the nature
of courts of arbitration which saveave
those who havohave recourse to them
the expense vexatious and heart
our that frequently attend litiga-
tion in all theirheir provesproceedingsdings they are
careful to guard against kue impair-
ing of the obligations of contractscontract
and they aim to operate in uninot
doo1100 with the goodlue of the lawjaw
of the land the members of these
ecclesiastical courts give their services
absolutelyabiol without compensation
somedome of the questions submitted for
their consideration are intricate and
complicated requiring careful investi-
gation and scrutiny and the expendi-
ture oiof considerable time they are
composed of men who are familiar
with various departments of business
somedome belong to the professional field
while others are mechanics
etc they are therefore in possession
of01 practical information which toIs of
ireatgreat value in reaching correct conola
stone in matters of dispute they im-
pose no penalties save those re-
late to toothe religious fellowship and
standinglanding of members of thebe church

for thate paperpapal
STRIVING AFTER excellence

it lais many years since we listened
to presidentPreel deni brighom young who
while instructing the first awyer then
going seateast totfolt Z C M 1I used the fol
lowing words when you begin
work see that you buy a really first
classclaes article of each particular kinds for
othi nir tois too good for the Latterday

saints of that toIs twenty five yearsyeara
age and itif the great leader were tillstill

living nodo doubt he would be as decided
now asaa then and therehere tola yet a won-
derful philosophy in the sentiment
and its expression president kuung
knew of the tolltoil and sufferingbuffering and
acri floe of his people he held that

they had earned a right to bloomingewingbl
and that the promises inspirationally
pronounced were sureaure of realization
but be also knowknew that they bad been
favored beyond the world inID the

of their religionistreligion it was theshe bestbeit
an ideal yand only incartoons
pretendedended but it had value it was an
efficient ordersorder it would all
it woowar sent to do it had wearing
nice would stand any tttoot and its
original towlowis tendhod characharacter would


