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STAKE HIGH COUNCILS.

e

Numbere of the members of the
Churen have merely a general apd
perhnps not a very dJietinot under-
stanutax of the procedure of the reveral
eccleniaatical courts that exist within
the budy-religious. Fortupately tbie
lack of Intormatlon is tue reault of the
nnmber of communicants who have

recours® (o those Ltribupale beioyg
few, compated Wwith 1hs bulk of
the people. sA8 a QoDsequeDCE,

the opportuoities for nbservation by
meane of cloew contact wre oot oumer-
ous. This tbhpught has suggested the
advieabiny of making one cliaess ol
Cburgh courts=~—Stake High Councils
—the subjsct ot a hrisr article.

Toe coustrugction of a Sieske High
Couucll 18 sunple, yet its form 1w re-
marksbly efleclive for the prosecctioo
ol lw purpose. [t 18 composed of
twelve Hizbp Priesis who sre ordained
and set upsarius High Councilors. Qver
thie body it istbe vuly uf the President
of the Bluks lo presive, nnd it fs Die
privilege to Le assialed DYy his two
couwvlors. *‘ln case of Lbe aLseoow
of one or both of thoes who are ap-
poloted to swsist him, be hus power tu
prestde vver tbe Cuuboll witbout an
assluts ut, and Jo case thatl ho Bmee]l
i8 aweut,?’ his counselors “*nuve power
to preside in bis stead, both, or ellher
ol then
“ Aweociated wlthh the regular mewm-
bers of the Coupcll 18 w pumber 0!
other High Priests wbo bave been
ordalned «nd set apart &8 alternale
Hignh Couwugllors, It 18 their duiy tu
be present at all the mesltuge, nnd to
tBke LU@ places of any ol tbe mem-
bers who may be abesent {rom aby
CHUBG.

= Tuis tribupaj has appellate as well
asoriginal jurisaiotion. The appealed
chngs Originate 1o Lhe Bishope* ocourts.
W hen either of tbe priucipals in & trial
before one of the lualter ocourts ie
diveulisfled with 1be Blshop’s decislou
and ueesires 1o appeal to the Higb
Council of the Btaks, be must juhow
prope! grounds &8 » reasoD 10r the
appenl and it they are deemed sutfi-
cient the minutee of the proceedings
are sent up to the appellate court.
Uplees the reascns given fur the aclion
of appenl are trivial or Irivolous the
request in granled. Should the Bishop.
bowever, duociloe 17 graut an appeal,
ihe applichat may complain to the
Prestiuent of the Biake, by whom it
will bs pubmitted to the High Qounecil.
If that body decides thut an appeal

should be granwd, ths Presiuenl
will  direot the Biesop o
sbow oause wby bLe wehouid bpot
be requited to grant it wDd

to eeud up the minutes of the pro-
otedings had before him o the cxew,

In & case which comes up lo the
Cuouncll on appesl, ths misutes of the
trial pelore the court in which I origl-
nated are resd., Kf it appears to the
court tbat the papers are iosofficient Lo
give afull und olear uuderstandiog ol
the tastier, it is devided to inveatigate
tbe vase on fia metllp, bul wo Wilnssses
who were pot exsmined welore the
Bishop’s court are siluwed to be intro-
doced, the object of the appellate pro-
ceedinge being to Jetermine whether
or ngt tbe Jeclelon of the originul
court ought.to beaustained or otherwise,

Ifduriog tbe investigation it should sp-
pear that either of tbe parlies oab
and desires to introduce new witneaces
who oan glve additional and vital testi-
mony, the case may be sent back to the
Blshop’ court in order to give that
tribuna) ao opportupity to uetermine
whether or not Llhe new evidence
would cause him to gchange or slter his
Jeglaion,

Betore entering upon the trinl of &
case, tbhe Counctl 18 duly orgsnized.
The twelve Councilors

High Aare
ranged in two semi-clroles, ench com-
prised of eix memhers. In this

shape one-halfl the Counctlors fage the
otber balf. Kaob regular meniber has
& permaneot numbsr—(rom one to
\we|ve—and be occuples & po-
sition according to it, Toe
silx odd numbers compriae one hali
clrcle apd the even tbe other. There
in & space between the endeol the two
semi-circles, and tbe Presidency ot
the Blake nre ssated st the upper open-
ing, while the lower ooe i reserveu
for the witnesges while tbey are eo-
guged ip giving teatimoby. A'ter the
work of orguplzing is completed, the
proceedings are opened wilth prayer.
The Presluent asks engh of the par-
tiea to the case il he ls ready to proceed
to trinl. When the spswer is sffirma-
tive, a8 it usuajly is, the complaint, or
obarge, which is in writing and bue

been previously placed in tbe hands
ot the olerk of tbe Council,
le read. It is declded by vole
ot the Council bow many

speakers there eshail be on o eide.
When tbe cspe 18 lmoportant it i usual
to* pave two. The speakers are se.
iected in rotalion, agcording to pum-
ber. The accuser takes a position in
the cdd number semi-cirele, bet ween
his speakers, while the accused =
similarly situated on the ¢ven nuimber,
alde.

The duty of the epepkers §s to ad-
vise the respegtive partles ans to their
rights and privileges and to protect
them agaionst lrregularities and injus-
tice, The afcuser is given the priv.
llegeo! making a geberal statement of
ble caee and the dJefendaubnt e
sccorded an oppoTtunity to speak op
bisown bebalf in reply 1o osee be does
pot admit the correctness of the charge,
Tbeo iollows the examipation of wit-
pensed, Orst for the accus:r apd tben
for tbe accused, KEach witness Is sub-
jected 1o such interrogation as may be
pecessary, by the party introduciog
him, apd may Ube croes-examined by
the other side upon any matter ad-
Juced ln the course of the examipatiop
in ogbief, T'bese procesdinge are par-
ticipated In by tbe respective speakers
and also, under priper rules, by otber
members of tbe Council and by the
Presidency, the obisct belng to obtaib
a clear understanding of tbe case, that
the decision may be according to
equity and justice,

After all the testlmony i iIn, the
Prestdeut anoounces tbat the Coubpcil
is ready to hear the speakere. It e
desmed improper and incopsietent with
the genlus of Ltbhbe tribunal for tbe
speakerna (o etrain after polots In favor
of the particular side of the case rep-
resentsd by them, the centrai ohject
belog the ulumute arrival at a just
cobglusion as to the merits of the
matter io diepute. They nre expected,
bowever, to briefiy review the evidenoce
sand faitlyi-explaicd polnte that are

favorable to Lhe side of the controversy
with which they ure, for tbe time he-
ing, associnted.

W hep the epeakers cobclude thelr re-
marke the Presidept informs tbe
accurer that e has the priviiege of
presentiog his own case, in & brief
summary of thetestimony. The accused
s then accorded =& similar oppor-
tunity.

It is tbe Jduty of the Presldenl to
formulate and aopounoce the degislon,
which must be juetifles by tbe evj-
dence. Without sufficieot proofs—no
matter what may be the private
opinious of the members of the court
an to the guilt or fubocence of the ao-
cused—no men can be properly con-
Jemned. ‘When the “decislon is an-
nounced it 18 determined by vote of
tbe Council whetber it sball be sos-
iained. When a mujority vote s in
favor of J1, jt atands. .

Among the functions of Btrke High
Counciie le the preservation in the
vommutnity of peace and goodwlill; and
pure morala. They are in the nalule

o! courts of arbitration, wbich save
those who bave recourse (0 them
tbe expenwve, vexations and beart-

burbiuge that frequeolly attena litiga-
tion. In all their progeedinge they are
careful to guard agaipet tue impalc-
ing of the obligutions of contracts
and they aslm to operate im unl-
son with the gesius of the [aw
of the land. The members of these
ecclesiastical courta give thelr services
ubroiutely witbout com peurution.
Spme of tbe duestions submitted for
tbeit coneideration are intricate and
complicated, requiring eafeiul Investi-
gation and sorutiny, and the expendl-
ture ol conajuerable time. Tuwvy are
composed of men who are familiar
with various depaftmaents of busibDess.
Sume beiong to the professlonal field
while otbers are mercbants, mechanice,
stc. ‘They are therefore in poseession
oi practical informatioo wbich la of
wreat value in reaching correct conely .
siome in multera of diepute. They im-
pose Do penalties save those which re-
lute to the reilglous fellowship apnd
standing of members of the Church.

Wrilien for thia Paper

STRIVING AFTER EXCELLENCE.

Itls many years since we llstened
to Presldent Brigbhsm Young, who
while instracting the first buyer then
goloy esst for Z. C. M. 1. useu the fol-
lowing worde: **%When you begln
work see thut you buy a really firat.
claes articls of each particular kind, for
wothlog istog good fof the Latler.day
Saints.” That is twebpty-five yemrs
age, aod If the great leader were stifl
11 ving, 00 doubt be would be as decided
pow as then, and there ls yel a won-
derful pbllosophy in the sentiment
and its expression, President Young
kpew of the toll and suflering and
aacrifice of bie people. He beld that
they bad earned a right to hlesslpng,
aud that the promises inspiratioually
propoupced wera sure of reallzation.
But he alpo knew tbet they bud been
fuvored beyond the world In tbe reveal-
ment of thelr religion—it was the best;
an fdeal probebly,and only io paticom-
preheuded, but it had value, 1L Wan a0

‘effigient order, it would accomptisb al!

it wan gent to doj it had weuring qual-
ities, would stapd any teal;, and ita
original® force and character would



