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THE GOVERNOR OF DAKOTA.

TRE people of Dakots are {aking carn- |
est steps towards the removal of Gov- |
ernor Ordway, who has made himself
obuoxious to them in many ways, and
is accused of bribe-taking and other
fallings of professional politicians and
office-seekers. He geems'to have pur-
sued his own course without reference

to the wishes of the great majority ofl

the citizens of the Territory, und to
have consulted his own notions and
» profit rather than thelr interests. For
stance, in the location of county
geals, It is charged that he has made it
simatter of real-estate speculation
instead of public convenicnce, securing
u personal interest in land likely to be-
comne yaluahle by reason of such loca-

tion.

The Philadelphia dmerican calls at-
tention to the fact that *the Governor
of Dakota was not selected as their
Executive by the people of the Terri-
tory, and that he has been strengous in
his opposition to the steps taken to
t.ransi}:)rm the Terrvitory into a State.”
Exactly? When is a Governor selected
by the people of a Territory, we would

Iike to know? Are not the Ter-
ritorfes  the political dumpin
rrounds of the Administration
hat would the successful can-

didates for national honors do for
places with which to reward their
small-fry supporters in the struggle for
office, if there were no Territories on
which to foist them without regard to
the wishes of the people? What Presi-
dent or Senate has ever cared a cent
about the will of the citizens, in any
Territory in which & living was desir-
able for a friend or hanger-on.

Qf course Governor Ordway has
¢‘strenuously oppesed’’ the progress of
Dakota towards Statehood. Cﬁ:ey all
do it. Territorial Governors do no
want 8 change which would deprive
them of an easy post—almost a sine-
cure—and a fair salary. If the incipl-
ent State desired their services as
Senators or Representatives in Con-
gress, or in some other fat office, you
would not find them ‘strenuously op-

osing" the proposed transformation.

tah's admission 18 always strenuous-
1y opposed by the Federal officials im-
posed upon it without regard to the
wishes of the citizens. It is not at all
remarkable, all things considered, that
they should take this course, because
they invariably set themselves against
the interests of the majority of
the people, and therefore eaninot ex-
pect to receive any favors from them at
iho ballot box; and the change from
# Territory to a State would mean for
them a loss of daily bread and butter
tosay nothing of whisky and cigars and
the prestige which their titles afford,

Dakota ought to be a State, or rather
two States, and the whole territorial
aystem ought to be sunk out of sight
by the admission of enough Stutes to
uf‘lrolish the anti-American anomaly for
ever. It 18 at variance with republi-
canism, is utterly hostile to true de-
moeracy, and is disgraceful in a gov-
ernment said to be **of the people, for
the people, and by the people.”
- Meanwhile, nonatter what may he
the facts in regard to Governor Ord-
wuey's doings in Dakota, the fact that
he 1s personally distasteful to the large
majority of its citizens and does not
possess their confidence or good will,
ought to be sufficient, in are ublic like
this, to warrant his removal at once
from ofitce. The people should be ac-
corded some rights, even in a Territory
ol the United States.

IMPORTATION OF CHINESE
LABORERS.

Tyus {ar Utah has not been apprecla-
bly aff ted by the labor troubles by
which other parts of the country are
kept in alwost comstavt commnotion.
That phase of the question in which
the Pacific Slope is wore especially in-
yolved—the Chinese branch of it—has
_fhad scarcely any bearing here atall.
The few Mongolions reslding 1n Utah
have mostly confiued their business
relations to the cleaning of clothes
und the creation of nuisances. In these
|épartments, the white population
counld well afford to concede them a
monopoly. . |
A good many Chinamen have been |
employed in the coustryciion of rail-
roads in this region, but as thatis
transitory work, it has cut no perma-
nent ure in the question of
inbor, ut if reports be correct

the entering wedge of Chinese labor
thae s.lreu.dygbeen or will soon be driven
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Jax. 16, 1884 | of coal hy the com

operated almost exclusively with Chi-
nese workinen. -

This may appear a trifilng circum-
stance on 1t face, but does not take so
slight a shape upon closer inspection.
It eans a material reduction in the
rate of miners’ wuges,for the white la-
borer in that Iine will have a competi-~
tor in the fleld with whom he cannot
cope successfully. The larger amount
of work that can be done in a given
time by the white mian is more than off-
set by the greatly reduced rate at
which the C man can afford to
work, for hie can live ou what the other
would starve upon.

The object of employing coolie labor
in the mines is of course the production

) {-lany at the cheapest
gossxble rate, enabling them to so re-

uce the price to consumers as to, ii
poesible, command the market. is
will, 23 a naturnl sequence, cause rival
coalcompanies to cut down theiroper:«»
ting expenses, either by reducing the
wuges of white employees or the em-
gloyment of coolle laborers, the

low in any cvent falling upon the
workingmen, whose condition does
not as a rule receive the consideration
to which it is entitied.

While the effects of competition are
in some respects beneficial in others,
they are disastrous. It compels reduc-
tions in the prices of products and the
aim of corporations and business men
generally Is to bring down prices so far
as practicable without a corresponding
depreciation of proilts.

very man who is willing to labor to
the extent of his ability, be it much or
little, has a common right—whether it
be reco ed or not—to a deceut liv-
ing. What we mean by that is that he
is entitled to sufficient food, clothing
and shelter for himself and those who
may be helplessly dependent upon him,
While this right—which we hold to be
inherent—is generally recognized in
theory, it is, under existing conditions,
frequently ignored practicaliy. Having
this view, we hope the example set by
the company operating the Pleasant
Valley coal Mines will not be exten-
sive]jl' followed, and that it will not
largely enter into the labor avenues of
Utah. A Coolie Jubor question would
be a disadvantage to this locality.
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CAN WE HAVE A LEGAL CITY
ELECTION.

Tur municipal election to tuke place
in this city on February 11th, will be of
considerahle importance to the citi-
zens. If there is any doubt zbout its
legality, that ought to be removed be-
fore the time fixed for conducting it.
If the omission of s0me preliminary is
likely to render the election void, that
ought to be clearly understood so that
an invalid election shall not be held.
The people of this city do not want to
go to the polls simply to complicate
municipal affairs. If there is any pro-
bability that the newly elected officers
would not be zilowed to act, or that
being installed their official doings
would be liable to question on the
score of illegality, it would be better to
have no election at z21l, but let the pre-
sent officers hold over until their suc-
cessors could he lawiully elected and
qualified. This matter i3 of suflicient
importance to demand more than Lhe
brief and general notice given in our
last issue.

The City Charter authorizes the Ci
Council to provide by ordinance for
‘the manner of voting at elections
contesting the same, keeping the po
lists, canvassing the votes, certifying
the returns and all other things relat-

g thereto.” The latest ordinince in
relation to elections in this city was
passed Nov. 1st, 1879, und was made to
conform to the Act of the Legislatore
approved Feb. 22d, 1338, and partica-
larly the provisions of Section 24 of
that statute. The ordinance provides
for the registration of voters, and
specifies the times when copies of the
registry list shal] be obtained from the
County Clerks, when the reglstration
ghall fake place, When the revision
of the lists shall be made, and when
the lists shall be returned to the City
Recorder. The Assessor was made the
registration officer. The Judges of
Election were to be a po'mt.edaby the
City Council, the City Recorder was to
give due notice of the election, and the
same officer was to oversee the count-
ing of the returns made by five citizens
selected by the Mayor, and also to de-
clare the resuit,

The Edmunds Iaw vacated ali the
registration and election offices of every
description in the Territory, and pro-
vided that the duties of these oflices
stould be temporarily performed, by
competent persons a}i’point.ed by the
Commissioners. But that law further
provided that those duties should be
performed “under the existing laws of
the United Stotes and of this Terri-
tory.” OnJune 18th, 1883, the Utah
Cominissioners issued an Qrder in
relation to municipal elections, In which
itis provided that three Judges of
Llection shall be appointed for each
mupicipal ward; that the Presiding.
Judge shall procure from the County
Clerk, *‘at the expense of the city,”* o
a certified coY_y of the last preceding
registration list, and ‘‘on the day des-
gnated b{ the City Charter ‘he shail
proceed fo erace therefrom the names
of all persons who have died or remov-
ed from_ the (frecmct. or who are dis-
qualifled’’ under the pro#sions of the
]!ﬁdmunds Act, The Judges are appaoint-
ed a board of canvassers, the returns

iuto this market. Itis stated that the
j’l@asaﬂti’_nlleéogh oines ure 1o be

are to be made to the Secretary of the
Territory, sud where there are morg

than one clection precinct in a clt{,
one of the Judges, to be designated, is
to receive the canvass from the others
and make returns to the Secretary,who
is to issne the certificates of election,
Now there is 100 *‘day designated by
the City Charter’’ as the time when the
revision of the registration lists shall
take place. That was an error of the:
Commnissioners. The time is specifled
by ordinance. In Section 5 of the reg-
istration ordinance referred to above,
the week commencing the fourth Mon-~
day in December preceding each elec-
tion is tixed as the tlme for that work.
That time has passed by and the revi-
sion has not been made. It is
explained that 8alt Lake City did not
respond to the call of theCommissioners
for infornation from ail the City Re-
corders concerning the time for hold-
ing their respective elections, and that
this wuay the reason for the apparent
neglect concerning the revision for this
city. Butthe Judges of Election hive
been appointed, Thomas C. Bailey,
the Registration Ofticer for Salt Lake
County at the last election, has been
(esignated as the officer to receive the
canvass from the other Judges and
transmit the returns to the Secretary,

and certitied copies of the registration
lists bhave been obtuined from the
County Clerk, and placed In the hands
of the Judges for revision, The words
*4at the expense of the city,” inrefer-
ence to getting the certified copies of
the lists, looks at first like a stretch of
power in the Commissioners, but 18 In
accordance with the provisions of the
City ordinance.

Section 6 of the City ordlnance pro-
vides that:

“Voters removing from one iounicipal
ward to another may appear Lefore ihe As-
sessor at any time previous to tbe delive
of the regieiry list to the City Recorder, an
have their naines erased therefrom and*they
may thereupon have their names registered
in lbhe ward to which they may remove.’’

The time fixed by ordinance when
the iists are to be returned is mention-
ed in section 7 and is *‘on or belore
the second Monday of January Preced-
ing each election.” Substitute *Judge
of Election'’ for **Assessor’’ und Pre-
siding Judge for Recorder,and the Order
and this section harmonize. There is
time then left under the ordinance until
next Monday to make wup the alphabeti-
cal revised lists for the election, and
for persons who have removed frown
one precinct to another to have their
names properly registered.

But it cannot be denied thatthe dates
fixed by ordinance for the discharge of
some of these dutieshas notbeen com-
plied with. The gquestion is, will these
omissions or irregularities invalidate
the election? It would seem that the
rights of the citizens should not be
pluaced in jeapardy through the neglect
or oversight or even wiiful wrong-
doing of aministerial officer. The people
have the right to a cholce of muni-
cipal officers every W0  years.
That right has been somewhsat
curtailed” by the Edmunds laws
and stitl more by the extreme and, as
we consider, unjust rules of the Com-
missioners, but the registered voters
of this city have an undoubted right to
express their choice on the 11th day of
February, and ought not to be depriv-
ed ofit through a mere t,eclmicahtg.
We believe the courts wounld so decide
if appealed to in legal form. Bat there
is something more than opinion on this
sabject. Bection 24 of the City ordi-
vance provides that:

“Any omisslon or irregularity of ony as.

sessor or other oflicer pertaluing te election
inatters shall pot in¥alidate any election or

ty | suthorize the rejection of any legal votes

casL."”

This appears to settle the question
50 {ar as the omissions or irregularities
complained of are concerned. If copiag
of the registration lists arecposted up
in each mnunicipal ward, and a proper
notice of the election is given tifteen
days Lefore the election, and the offi-
cers appeinted to conduct it proceed
under tﬁe provisions of the ordinance,
we do not think there will be any bar-
rter in the way of the officers who shall
be then elected when they obtain their
certificates of election from the Secre-
tary of the Territory. .

And the public must bear in mind
that we are still under a peculiar re-
glme. The Commissioners have done
a great many strabge things. They
have gone so far a3 to le%sln.t.e
*svhen the existing laws of the | nited
Btates and of this Territory” did _not

o far enough to suit them. They
E&ve taken it upon themselves to say
tkat certain officers designated by the
Territorial statute to be elected at a
certain time shounld not be clected at
all. Theyv have excluded citizens from
the franchise whorn the law does not
exclude. Theyrnled that an election for
certain officers should be held before
their termg fully ramont. And if they
now say that the mmmicipal election
shall glo on notwithstanding these few
h'redgu arities, on it will go, no doubt.
‘And as the rights and interests of the
people will be hest subserved by the
election, we will say that, in our view,
the best thing the citizens and all par-
ties concerned can do is to pass by
these technical objections, get ready
for the election and put good and troe’
men in the City Council who will be
worthy successors of the fajthful ser-
vants of the Fublic now transacting
thfi business of this municipal corpo-
ration.
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WARLIKE WORDS.

Ox the 13th of last mouth in 5t. James’

Hall, Londom, General Sir Garuet
Wolesley gave expression to some sig-
picant views. The occasion was W

distribution of prizes to the successful 1
competitors In the Second Volunteer |
battalion of Roval Fasileers, in which

he took part. In a speecih he announc-

ed himself as a firm disbeliever in uni-

versal peace, and characterized those

who did belleve in such a condition as

belonging to a visjonary class of peo-

ple. Hebelieved in nccepting things

a3 they existed. At the present time

every nation in Europe was arming.

“There must be some object in this."

8aid he:

“The most eensible people, not those car-
ried away by warlike or party politics, must
feel that t"l(!!'e is comyung over the world
some terrible war. The English, it has been
told, are not & military natlon, and if that
were true we shonld present u ¥ery poor
comparison fo the large armies of ibe con-
tinent; but the fuct is that we are the most
warlike nation in the world, Xo other na-
tion has been so frequently at war, and we
muet Le prepared Tor und look forward to
this great war, with which Epgland, as its
army is at presenl constituted, will be on-
able to cope.™

Such expresslons coming from so
high a ¥miessional authority on the
subjectof war must be received as hav-
ing considerable weilght, They coin-
cide dprecisel_v with views recent!r at-
tered on the sume topic by a high di
taxry of the Swiss public, and on
this side of the Atlantic (ieneral W. T.

used in the first century shoulfd make up the
New Testament. ur Bible was not manu-
factured ; it grew. The authorge! ecine of
the other books ure not known It cevtain.
ty. No one pretends to know who wrote
Rings, or Chronicles, or Job. Scholurs ure
not certain whd wrute portions of the
Psalms, or the book of Ecclesiastes, or the
Epistle to the Hebrews. There was no mi-
raculous preservation of the writings. Very
few of us read them in the “very words™ of
the original, or think it necessary to do so.
A few scholars study them in the Hebrew
and the Greek, and we are content with our
German, French, and English translations.
And justly so; for while the value of the
men-made Bible depends wpon the “very
words,"” the value of God’s Bible depends
upon the spirit and the truth. In the wmen-
made Bibles the supposed sacredness was
in the thing—the contents of Mohammed's
chest, the plates discovered by Joe Bmith,
But in God's Bible the sacredoess is not in
any thing.*

Now the Book of Mormon does not
profess to be “‘given in the.very words
which God i8 supposed to have used.’’
It containg books written by different
individuals inspired by the same spirit,
but who wrote according to their own -
language, the imperfections of which
they admitted and deplored. Somne of
them wrote merely & record of the his-
tory of their times to the best of their
personal knowledge; others wrote an
account of the pmﬁbc{:ies and revela-
tions given through prophets by the
Lord.” But [it was recorded i{n the
words of men, znd in the preface to the
book which is a compilation of these

Sherman sounded a similar note, Fere
Hyaciuthe has alse expressed 4 belief
that a l%mtic Euaropean conflict of
arms wﬁl reak Out not later than 1885,
and he woald not be astonished if the
crash shoold even occur before the
fading of the present year.

The idea that the arming of all the
nations of Euro]ie must ‘inean some-

thing” is strikingly true. If it
does, then it signifies a gigan-
tice=war, the proportions of which

will cause all the conflicts of past his-
tory to pale into imsignificance, not
only because of the multitudes who
will participate in the struggle, but the
tremendous increase of facilities for
destruction. 5 X

“The days will come when war witl
be poured out upon all pations," in
fultilment of the revelation on the sub-
ect :%ven through Joseph Smith the
rophet, Dec. 2ath, 1822, a portion of
which Has been literally verified in
detall.

A SIGN IN THE HEAVENS.

ACCORDING to a disputch In the
Cleveland Herald, Newcomerstown,
Tuscarawas County, (Qplo, had a mys-
terious visitant n few pights ago. A
short time after dark a large bright
Izht appeared suddenly in the eastern
sky a few degrees above the horizon,
and started In e direct northern puth.
The object had the appearance of an al-
most square volume of white light, and
in its flight across the heavens left a
bright trail which lighted ap the woods
just east of the townover which it pass-
ed so brilliantly that small trees and
bushes could be cbhserved distinctly by
many persons who were watching
the object. A very singular circum-
gtance was the remarkzble slowness
with which the object traversed  the

heavens, it being seen for a loog
tlme by the Dumbers of eciti-
zens who were observing it,

There were many hypotheses as to the
eause of the singuolar astronomical
phenomenon. Lome persons were of
O}Jinion that it was an aerolite, but the
slowness of its progress across the sky
does not bear out that theo, Many
of the people were seized with awe on
geholding the unusual spectacle,

THE BIBLE AND THE BOOK OF
MORMON.

THE Christian Union for Jan, 3rd has
an article on the authority of the
Hebrew Scriptures, in which reference
is made a pumber of times Lo the
“Mormon Bible.”” An attempt is also
mede to draw a contrast between
“men’s Bibles and God’s Bible.! By
the term ‘‘men's Bibles" is signifled the
Koran and the Book of Mormon, and
by God's Bible the volume containing
the Qld and New Testaments.

The writer Is in error about the
“Mormon Bible.”” The Bible used by
the “*Mormons” or Latter-day Salnts
is the same that is in general ose
in Christendom. The Book of Mor~
mon is not put forward inplace of the
Hebrew scriptures but in corrobora-
tion of the truths they contain. The
two records come from different locali-
ties and were written in different lan-
guages, but they present the same
divine sonrce. 1f the Book of Mormon
{atrue the Bible must be true, But
he Book of Mormon should not be
called the **Mormon Bible,’'jbecause
the only Mormon Bible existing is that
whieh the Christian Union calls *God’s
Bible.*’

The Drion article states that '‘the
man-made Bibles are given in the very
words which God is supposed to have
used.”” BubLtbat

#God's Bible was produced in a very dif-
ferent way. It was over fifteen centuries
from the time when the first Look Wwaa
written until the time when the last book
was written.” No one kunows when or by
whom the books of the 0ld Testament were
first gathered together in a single volume.
No one knows by whom or when the church-
¢8 determined what of the varlous books

records, it is declared: **And now if
there are faults they are the mistakes
of men; wherefore condemn not the
things of God, that yemay be found

spotiess ay  the judgment seat of
Christ,’”” Moroni, cue of the prophets,
writes: **And [ said unto ithe Lord,

the Gentiles will mock at these things,
pecause of our weakness in writing;
for Lord thou hast made us mighty in
word by faith, but thou hast not made
as mighty in writing, -
Wherefore when we write, we behold
onur wetkness and stumble becanse of
the placing of our words; and 1 fear
.est the G
words. And when I had said this the
Lord spake unto me saying, fools
mock, hut they shall mourn,' ete. e
son of Mormon writes, “Condemn me
not because of mine imperfection;
neither my father because of his imper-
fection, neither them who have written
before Lim. but rather give thanksunto
God that he hath made manifest our
imperfections that ge may leatn to be
| more wise than we have been.” .

Neither was the Book of Mormeon all
| written at one time. Its writings cover
a period of nearly a thousand years. H
the fact that the Bible is made up of
books written at different periods
through several centuries is any proof
that it is divine—which we do not ad-
mit—the same claim is good for the
Beok of Mormon. And we full to sce
wherein is the advantage of doubtas
to the compilation and authorship of
many of the books of the Bibie, nor tite
peculiar virtue of translations unin-
spired and various. It appears to us

at if hooks were written %y ins

on and preserved and translated by
divine interposition and wer, they
would have the advanjage in compari-
son with a book of dubjous suthenti-
cnl:y and translation.

t is a mistake, toe, t0 suppose that
the value of the Book of Mormon de-
pends on mere words and hot upon
‘*the spirit and the truth.’ It ison
these very things that the record of the
ancient inhahitznts of this lapnd de-

ends for interna! tokens of its divin-
ty. It is not merely because it was
translated by the gift and power of
God that itis of such great value, but
because of the truth it contains and
the splrit that bears witness to them.
And we cannot for the life of us see
wherein is the disadvantage of a “mi-
raculous translation'' compareqd with

u trapslation confesgedly ‘‘men-
made* and of doubtful " accuracy.
If the Christien Unign  writer

and his associates are ‘‘content’’ with
the latter, we will not complain, but
we see no reason to exalt doubt above
certainty. The sacredness of the Book
of Mormon is not thought to be simply
in the thing—the plates discovered by
the Prophet Joseph, but in the revela-
tions and prophecies and declarations
of doctrine therein contained; so in
this respect it stands in the same posi-
tion as the Bible.

We should like to know what the
T/nion writer means by the statement
that the Bible **was not manufactured;
it grew.” Why,he states further on that
the writers of the books of the Bible
wrote the words down *“in_their own
worde and in their own way.”The Book
of Mormon *“‘grew’ if the Bible grew,
and in the very same manner. But it
has this advantage, thatits writers and
compiler are knowx, and its translation
is authentic, while, according to the
Union writer, many of the Bible au-
thors are unknown—the authority for
its compilation is doubtful—and its
translations are various and contradic-

tory. .
Another point of difference the
gmaon article endcavors to make is
at:

The men-made Bibles have prevented
spirit of inquiry; they have stifled free
thonght; they have forbidden men to think
for themeelves; they have made them wor-
shipers of the letter; they have carried
death. God's Bible his Incited men to
think; it bas set them to investigating the
queatfona who wrote the various books,\what
Aort of men were they, what did they mean
by what they wrote. n i

Here is another gr:ive mistake, if t.hé]'
Book of Fuan . &8 it
undoubtedly. does

not preventy ‘but; it creates
spirit. of —inquiry; it dog not

stifle, but it .P thought; it
does not forbid, requires men to
think for Wiems ; ithas not wada

entiles shall mock at our




