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“SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURE.”

Two old gentlemen farmers, Isaac Gerald
and Billy Hodge, remarkable for their mutual
friendship and eocial habits, were gitting one
day on a bench in the piazza of aretail grocery,
with a couple of silver dollars on the seat be-
tween them. Both had on their spectacles,
and were busily engaged in turning with great
care and ecrutiny the leaves of a small Bible
they bad just procured from the office of the
Clerk of the Circuit or Superior Court, as it is
called in Georgia.

The lids of the sacred volume had been worn
or torn off, occasioning many dog-ears at bo'h
ends, showing evidently long aud hard us-
age.

Each gentleman geemed anxious to have the
book for the time being, while each seemed de-
termined that the other ghould not be so ex-
clusive. After a most unsatisfactory examina-
tion, both participating, Gerald jerked the book
from Hodge, with evident signs of impatience,
Baying:

**I ean find it if you will just hands off and let
me alone. Iread all about it many a time
when I went to school. T tell you it’s in the
Psalms of Moses, who writ and sung all about
the old dispensation.”

“D’ll double the bet,” Hodge replied, “it’a nei-
ther in the Psalms nor in your old dipensatory,
as you call it. Itis under the new constitution,
and if ever found ’twill be in Revelations.—
What did Moses know about the ‘Postle Paul
and bis family arrangements? I allow he was a
right sharp old gentleman, and could look into
circumstances about to crowd him as far as any
one in his day. Bu.t the dark ages, which, they
say, was as black as a night without stars, me-
teors, orlightning-bugs, come atween him and
Paul; and Le had no specks, maguifying-glass, or
telegraph to see through or work in them
times, I tell you, Gerald, you ayn’t nowhar
wi'h me in Bible larning.”

The person thus taunted had been anxiously
searching the Psalms, and had paid very little at-
tention to his companion; had an indistinet idea
something had been said about dark eges or dark
nights; but distioctly comprehended the invidious
comparison instituted between his biblical know!-
edge and Hodge’s. Ruising his eyes from the
pages he had been 8o closely seanning, and shov-
ing his spectacles to the top of his bead, he liok-
ed piercingly into the face of the other.

“Whar was you brung up, Billy Hodge?—
Whar eddycated? Ah! I recollect now the even-
ing you went through college! You staggered
iato one end drunk, and the boys kicked you out

the tother! 1 s’pose you thought that was grad-
dyating! I could have taken the same
course the same time, but declined. But

that is neither here nor thar. What about the
time you said they had them dark nizhts? |
would’t be surprised if they (id make a power
of fine wheat then. You know they say, wheat
mTTed in the dark nights of Octoberalways does
well.
plum thra the almanick several times to see how
it was! DBat this ayn’t seltiing our bet. ] want
to handle the rhino; I know 1’ve got you! Yon-
der is Bob Logan, the Clerk; I reckon he mout
take this book and look up the passage.”

Hodge heard nothing Gerald had just said, ex-
cept hisallusion to the Clerk, e'c.; tor as soon as
the latter had ceased his gearch among the
Psalms, he seized the Bible, and commenced look-
ing through Revelations.

“Hulloa, Logau!"” continued Gerald, “come
here.” When this officicl approached, he pro-
ceeded: “I and Ho!ge has madea bet. He
stands me a silver dollar it was Paul's and not
Lot’s wife which was tarned to a pillow of salt.

We’ve been ransacking this old Bible, prinei-
pally Psslms and Revelations, and ean’t find the
place what treats on that toppack. Now, old fel-
low, just be kind enouzh to take your own Bible
and settle this mafter atwixt us,”

“It is no use to take the Bisle,” #aid Logan.—
“I thought every Sunday-schocl boy and girl
krnew it was Lot’s wifa they rnbbed the brine in-
fo so exiensively. They used the article so free-

ly inthe operation,it has preserved her cafe |

and sound through all seasons, years, and ages.—.
Captain Lynch reports it was but the other day
lie gaw her standingz in the suburbs of Sodom or
Gomorrali—one, he could not tell exactly w!i h;
but she was there, salty as ever, with the smell
of fireand brimstone around her! As for the
Apostle Pan!, if ever he was married, it was a
clandestine effuir; his. bicgraphy and autobiogra-
phy are silent on that subject; and I reckon that
15 an event a man woull never forget, whether
fortunatle or unfortunate, though Lis fiiznds
might.”

“It's my money,” shouted Gorald, and ha. was
about rekiug thesilver, when Ilodze caunght his
hand.

“Not so fast,if you pleass; | have seen cicker
children live! Bob Logan don’t know every
thing—heis like me and you; if all he did not
know had to be put into books, printing-paper
wounld rise, certain. What he and them school
children may say, with your Captain Lynch
flang into boot, can’t move them deposits”
(pointing to the money). *‘Here isthe docky-
ment, gentlemen” (holding up the Bible)
“must setile this game. Nice idea indeed! 1]
must give up mny money on the say so of a
man which never reads his Bible, and woulda't
keep one, if the Judge didn’t make him, to
gwear people in Court on! and what children
which gites all thar larnin’ from little red prim-
mers may say' and what the great Captain
Lynch may say! It was a good thing he
wa’n’t sent into Utay, Brigham Young’s dig-
gin’s, whar salt and wives are so plenty, and
whar [ hope there will be no lack of fire and
brimstone soon! Nice idea, I say again, I
must knock under to all this rigmarele, with
the Word of Truth here in my hand, thoangh
right bard to sift out! Here, take the book,

I never conld account for i!; have looked |

‘each other.

Logan; straten up the corners, and logk close-
ly. Lam afraid it ayn’t in here; some two or
three of the leaves near the end is missin’; you
will certainly find it inthe last book, Revela-
tions, if not torn out.” '

After a long and tiresome gearch by the
Clerk, h~ found it in the 19:h Chapter 26h
verse of Genesis, and read as follows: “But
his (Lot’s) wife looked back from behind him,
and she became a pillar of of sall.”

“Let's see her,” said Hodge, taking the book
from the Clerk. Afier reading enough to sat-
isfy himself he was mistaken, he remarked,
“It’s your money, Mr. Gerald, and I reckon it
is the first time your Bible larnin’ ever brung
you the needful.”

“I've lost nothing on it yet,” retorted Gerald.
as he rlaced the money in his pocket.

“I'll be drot, gentlemen’ Hodge eontinued,
“if I am entirely satisfied yet. There has
been so much hard swearin’ on that book”
(pointing to Logan’s Bible) “I wouldn’t be sur-

ramshackled outen it.
swear a mink outen his den take their corpor-
ate oath on that!"

| sha'n’t argmey any more
but whenever you feel like staking your juge-
ment on Seriptur, just let me know. 1'll take
stock,”” said Gerald.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if you wa’n’t vain
arter this. Some of thesedays you’ll meet up
with a man who knows gomething, and get the
starch taken outen you properly. Come,
treat arter your good luck,” eaid Hodge.—
There was a unanimous and simultaneous
movemewnt for the lick-log.
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Marriace BY Proxv.—Rev. D, Grezory pro-
nounced, al De Veux College, Suspension Bridge,
N. Y., the marriage ceremony between parties
who were not, at the time, within 6,000 miles of
It was done by proxy, the lady’s
father acting as proxy for the bride groom. The
affair took place on the opening of the new year,
under the following cirenmstances:.

Th bride, for seven years a resident of Califor-
nia, after the death of a former husband, be-
came engazed fo a gentleman residing in that
State, but having a largs landed property in
Mexico By some arrangement between the par-
ties, the lady returned to her paternal home, at
St. Catherines, Canada West, where her intended
was (o meet her about this time, and ecluiin her
as his bride.

The recent troubles in Mexico, however, bein
in the vicinity of his plantations, demanded his
immediate presence inthat country, and forbade
his coming north to fulfill his engagzement. [e,
therefore, frankly wrote her of the eircumstances
which detained him, and enclosed a regularly exe-
cuted power of attorrey, which authorized the

 lady’s father to stand instead of the bridegroom,

and,for him, enter matrimonial vows. The

|

paper being executed in the United States, it was
thought necessary to have the ceremony per-
formed on this side of the Niagara, and father
an‘d dunghter came over to the De Veux College,
and the lady became the legsk wife of her Califor-
nia lord.

She was fo sail for her Pacific home abont the
oth of January,and there join her proxy husbard,
or seck him in the wilds of Mexice.

Corrosities oF Husavy Food.—Mankind hLas
bren wonderfully inzenious from ils inlaney, in
the concoction of edible varieties.

Apert from baked homan thighs in Fejee, and
beiled fingers in Sumatra, there are sundry euli-

nary fustions still extant, which-must be marvel-

longe coverin
Bronswick.

Not even that it 1s startling to see an Esqui-
maux eating his da'ly ratjons, twenty pounis in
weight of fl»sh and oil, or a Yakut compeling in
voracity with a boa constrictor; but who wonld
relish a stew of red aats in Burmah, a half-
hatghed ege in China, monkey cutlets and par-
rot piesat RLio Janeiro, and bats in Malabar, or
nolecats and prairie wolves in North America?—
Yet therecan be little doubt that these are un-
warrantable prejudices. Dr. Shaw enjoyed lion;
Mr. Darwin had a pussion for pumea; Dr. Drooke
makes aflijavi! that melted bears’ grease is the
most refreshing po'ion. .

And how tan we disbelieve, after the testi-
mony of Hypcerates, as to the favor of boiled
dog? If squirrels are edihle in the East, and rats
in the West Indies—ilasloth be good on the Ama-
zon, and elephants’ paws in South Africa, why

should we eompassionate euch races ar have litile | How EUI“F lh!‘}r musl LIE, with such brilliant ex-

beel or mutton? for we may be qui‘e sure that if,
as Montesquieu «ffirms, there are valid reasons for
not eating pork, thereare reasons quite 2s un-
impeachable foreatinz giraffe, alpacca, me maid’s
tails, bustard and anzeonda.
ol T o W W
Dyixg ror nis Country By Proxyv.—When

Col. L was a candidate for Congress in one
of the Northwestern States, he was opposed to
a gentleman who had distinguished himself in the
war of I1813: Discovering. in the course of the
canvass, that Lis opponent’s military reputation
was operating sfrongly to his prejudice, he con-
cluded to let the people khow that he was not un-
known to fame as a soldier himselfy and accor-
dingly, in his next gpeech, he expatiated on his
-‘achizvements in the tented ficld as follows:

My competitor La3 told you of the servieces he
rendered the last war. Let me tell you that I,
too, ac'ed an humtle part in that memoirable con-
tes'. When the tocsin of war summoned the
chiva'ry of the West to rally to the defence. of
the nationa! honor, 1, fellow citizens, animated by
that patriotic spirit that clows in every Ameri-.
czn bosom, hired a substitute for that war, and

the bones of that man now lie bleachinz on the
hanks of the Ruisin!

| He was elected.

pints with you;

prised if the truth was not pretty censiderable | they are unconscious when they practice it.

: . |
I have seen men could | habit bas grown upon them from year to year, jified, as well as hersell, she should sull hesitate.

- P . . 2"
g |refined and iutelligent eommunity, it is no rare

| the listenerz-on look on with admuration.. O¢h-

Use of Profane Language.

It is i'npossible o pass through the s'reets of
Philadelphia, or country towns, without heariig
profane language. And this, oo, verv Irequeni-
Iy from the lips of mere chilaren. The vice is
at once immoral and irreligious, and it sppears on
the increase. Can nothing be done to check and
restrain it?7 A Jaw exists against if, but itis
rarely enforced. Would it mot be well for the
authorities to make one or two examples? We
are told by foreiguers, that in ne eivilized coun-

try oo the habitable globe is this odions vice prac-

ticed to 8o fearful an extent. The case is sufli- |

ciently deplorsble ia the Northern cities, buai it
is wor:e in the Southern and Western., 1 tle
formery, the »@noraut and the illiera‘'e are the
chief « fanders, but in the South and West, even
individuals of high eharaeter and polished minds,
are frequently tourd toforget themselves, aund
employ language every way discreditable,

they are astoni-hed when 10ld of the vice, for

The |

un'il at last, they find it difficalt to converse,
even upon an ordinary subject, without the -
troduction of an oath or an imprecation. If
reminded of this infirmity, they either get into a
rasamn, or deny that they employed so « ff-usive
anguage; uud thus, of course it becomes pain-
ful to converse with them upon the sukject,

We honestly believe that two-thiris ofthe |
personal difficulties, reneounters and muiders
that take place in the South and West, should
be attributed to the improprieties of speeeh. In |
the fi;st pluce, sharp words are employed, then |
violent epithets, and these are often followed by |
blows and bleodshed. The individual who can-|
not controland command Lis tongue, i3 very apt
to lose his temper, and then to raise his hand for
the purpose of striking a blow. It is impossible
to imagine the result. The prefane in speech
cannot be pure in heart. The crime, moreover,
is altogether fruitless and unnecessary. It can-
not do good and it may do harm. The parent,
who is in the habit of employing improper lan-
guage in his housebold and befere his children,
not only sets a shoeking example, but absolutely

Nﬂ}‘, |

inviles his offspring into the ways of wrong-doing.
What, to the properly regulated ming, can be

more shocking and starthing than an oath frnmk.

the lips of a youth? The idea i3 at once formed,
ei her that the morals of the young blasphemer
have been saldly negleeted, or that he must be
natura'ly wicked and perverse. And yet, in this

oceurrence to bear half a dozen young men con-
versing together, and interspersing their conver-
sation with oaths and imprecaticns. Some, who
of course, are sadly deficrent inintelligenee, im-
ugine that they thus. manifest extraordinary valor.
others, strangely enough, appear to faunucy that

ers, again, are so lost to the decencies of life, |
that they kuow no better, and mistake profanity
for polizh.

Tue d flsrence between a gentleman and a ruf- |

fian, is frequently recogn z+d by tle tone of con- |1

+ | What good purpose is secured?
lowzly upintelligible to a conven ionalizel ap-|attained?
petite.  Nof that it appears  trange to eut duck’s  at all on any oceasion? It is not only specially
tongnes in China, kangaroos in Aus'ralia, or the | forbidden, but it is in violation of all the pro-
g of the great elk’s nose in New | prieties of life, and it is frequently uttended with
. the most serious consequences.

|

versation.. The former may be atiired, in the |
coaisest habits, yet courtesy and good breeding |
will be detected the moment he opens his mouth.
The latter,.on the other hand, may be a perfeet |
model in dress, but if regardless of the proprie- |
ties of language, his true character will be seen |
in an instant. Languaga is, indeed, to the mind |
and the beart, what dress isto the person. Apd |
this will apply, not ouly to blasphemy, but to.the
coarse and vulgar tone that is so often indulged
at the expense of taste, frelings and good sense.
What objeet is
Wny should profane language be used

Again, therefore, we cheirish a hope that some
effort will be made by thoze who feel an interest
in the morals of the commnunily, to check and
restrain a habit by which we are already sacly

disgraced, snd which appears lo be increasing so |

rapidly. —[Baltimore Sun.
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Lying.—The followipg passage from a lecture |

delivered ia Bo<'on, last week, by Henry Giles,
Esq., has an Eririun ardor combined with teise-

nes+ (savs the Boston Courizr) which ecannof |

{ail to strike the reader, even if he be not prepar- |
ed to admit the application to any one here-
abonts:—

M. Giles gaid:—*“Bat then the Irish tell sueh
lies—especially the needy liish, a=d above all,
the servant girls. What sinuers and exceptions
they must be in the midsi of surroundig truth!

amples always and everywhere before them of
s 'mplicity, sipcerity, veracily and. integrity!—
What severe conscientionsness in our parties and
their leaders!. How scropulous our press!- How
full of probity our statesmen!" How iigorously
verity rules our orators! [low genuine is all
mercanti'e commodity, and how abliorient of |
falsehood is.the word of seller unto buye:! O
what unbending rectitude are all our moneyed
corporations; how honoranle and hew like Cea-
sar’s wife are all their agents! And none of

them ever run away wih ali the capital in their
pocket. The man-servants and maid-servants |
that could be capable of a lie in such an age of |
truth are surely the most hardened of trausgres- |
gsors!" Yet, occacionally, untruth is noticable in

their betters, at least what simple people might |

consider untruth. Joseph Suiface Goliathan,

Esquire, has no respect for the sanctities of his.

il —

and Lis ashes, alter &eath, will be consecrated by
a Jying epitaph. For much and many, Juseph
Surface Goliathan, Esq , i8 a representalive.”

T

Marriage on Short Acquaintauce.

There is not a city, there is not a town, that
does not number smong i1s inhabitants women

‘who huve married on very short acquaintance,

ouly 1o be abused, deserted, and left a barden and
a life-long sorrow to their famihes in which they
were horn and reared, and wineh they most in-
prop rly and impradently deserted, toshaie ihe
foruunes of relulive strangere. If ladies could
resl 22 how grossly judelicate as well as culpably
reckless suen marriages nppear in the eyes of the
obgeiving, they surely would forbear. A year’s
thorough acquaintance, with the most euneum-
stantial aceounts, from disinterested and relble
wilnesses, ol the antecedents from chilil ood, are
the very least guairanties which any woman who
resl z#s what marriage i8,will require of a strang-
er. Even then, if her parents aire not fully sat-

We clip the foregoing from an exchange,
thiuking, perbaps, that it might apply, te some
extenl, in this part of the world, where, ocen-
sionally, women marry strangers on a very short
acquaintanee, nive times out of ten, to be desert-
ed by the unprincipled, wortliless characters, who
thus suceeed in winning the aflections of tlLeir
unsuspeeting victims,  When women or mer,
either, get cavght in a matrimonial snare in that
way, 1o one shoull ever sympathise with them
in their m:sfortunes, in any way whateuer,
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Error apour Gexivs —Francis Jeffery las
thus finely expressed his dissent from a vulgar
error, that even Byron condescends to sanction,
namely, that genius is a source of peculiar un-
happiness to its possessors:—

“Men of tiuly great powers of mind have gen-
erally been ¢heerful, socal and indulgent; while
a lendency to se: imental whining or fieice intol-
erauce iy be ranked among the surest symp-
toms of litle souls and inferior intellects. In the
whole list of our Buglish poets we can ouly re-
member Shenstone and Savage—two certainly of
the lowest, who were querelous and discontented.
Cowley, indeed, used to call himself melancholy;
but he was not in e.irnest, and at any rate waus
full. of counceits and affectalions, and has nothing
to make us prond of hLim. Shakspeare, tle
grealest of them all, was evidently ol a free and.
joyous temperament; and o was Chaucer, their
common master., The same dispesition appears
to have predominated in Fletcher, Johuson, aud
their grest contemporaries. The genius of M-
ton partook something of the austerity of the
party to which he belonged, and of the contre-
versi=s in which he was involved; even when
fullan on evil days and evil tongues, his spint
seems {0 huve retuined its serenily as well as its
dignity; and o his privale life, as well as ia his
poetry, the majesty of a high character is tem-
persd with great sweetness, genial indulgences,
and practical wisdom._ In the sueceeding age,
our poets were but too gay; and though we for-
baar to speuk of livingz autnors, we know enough
of them to say with confidence, that to be m ser-
able or to be hated is not now, any more than
hergtofore, the common lot of those who excel.
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Mergopicar. Hanirs o Prescorr.—The fol-
lowing extract from a lecture upon the noted
Historian’s li‘e, recently given by Mr. Banerolt,
well illustrates the important edvantages of sys-
temn and method in the accomplishment of great
nnder akings. By these, a patieut authgy, sul-
fering from almoest blindness, so impaired was | is
eyesight, won his way throngh dfliculties #nd
tiials suflicient to discourage ordinary men, to
the front rank of the Worlu’s Historians.

His halis were methodically ¢xact; reti ing
early and ever at the same hour, lie arose ealy
alike in winter or in summer at the appeinted
moment, rousing himself instantly, thovgh in the
~ouncest sleep, at the first note ol his alaim bells.
never giving indulgence to las:i ude or delay.—
T'o the hours which he gave to his putsuiis, he
adhered as scrupulously us possible, never lightly
sufferirg them to be jnterfered withynow listening
Lo his reader; now dictating what was to Le wrii-
tenynow using his own eyes sparingly forread-
ind; now writu g by the aid of simmple machinery,
devised [or those who are ip darkuess; now pes-
sing tima in thoughtfully revelving his great
theme.

For this reason, at the period of hLis life when
he rode much on horseback—and le was anp ex-
cellent and fearless rider—it wag hLis choice and
his habit to go out alone; and in his stated exer-
cises on fool, you might ba sure that, when by
himself, bis wind was shaping out work for the
rest of the day. In this way, systematic in his
mode of li‘e, he proceeded onward, and still on-
ward till the eyes of the world we:e lurned wi'h

'admiration on the zenisl scholar, who,with plecid

calmness courageously trampled appalling d fli-
culty under foot,and gained the fi st place amur g
his eountrymen as the historic instructor of man-
kind.
WIS N

Daxier WEBSTER married the woman he lov-
ed, and the twenly years which he lived with her
brought him to the meridian of hLis giealuess —
Ap auecdote is currsnt on this subject which is
not recorced ir, the books. Mr. Webster wus be-
coming intimate with Miss Grace Fleteher, when
a skein of silk getting in a krot, Mr. Webster as-

own home; he has no respeet for the sanctities of | sisted in unraveling the snarl; then looking up to

other men’s liomeg; but he burns with a sense ol
indignant virtue on finding out that Biddy went
to meet her lover, when she said she went o see

her aunt. Yet Jpseph Surface Goliathan, Es-
quire, thizks lies, breathes lips, sleeps livs,
dreams liesy buys lies, sells. iies,
lies, drinks lies, and has lies paid to hi

Mijs Grace he said, “We have untied & knot,
don’t you think we could tie one!”’ Grace was a
little embarressed, said not a word, but in the
course of a few minn‘es, she tied a knot ina

' piece of tape, and handed it to Mr. W. This

pays lies, eatls tape, the thiread of his domestic joys, was fouud

. m;.is him- |

self a conglomerated lie—wiil die in fulsehvod—'
F

ufter the death of Mr. Webster, preserved as one
of the most precious of relics.



