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DISCOURSH

FLDER THEDDORE . LEWS

In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake Cily,
Sunday Afternoon, August
28th, 1881,

REPOETED AY JOHN IRVINE,

Introductory—The Gospel Circumscribes all
Truth—Falth—Repentance—Eaptism or
the Remission of Bins—Laying on of Hands
for tho Reception of the Holy Ghost—Au-
thority toAdminister in the Ordinances of
the Gospel—Jeseph Emith—The Gospel of
Christ no Experimemjal Religion: Iis
Principles are Etermal—Plurality ot
Wives—Honesty, Virtus, ete., Command-
ed by the Gospel—The Evils that Exist
Amcong the Latier-day Baints—Tho Pri-
vilege of all to Become Intelligent—The
Work Rolling on—General Garfieldi—Con-
clusiom.

It has fallen to my lot, my brethren
and sisters and friends, to oceupy a
portion of your time this afternoon,
and while 1 stand before yon I most
sincerely crave an interest in your
faith, in your prayers ‘and in your
attention. 1am a great believer in
that passage of Scripture which says:
¢“There i3 a spirit in map; and the
Inspiration of the Almighty giveth
him underetanding;”” and I do most
candidly thiuk thai when we assem-
b'e together a8 we have upon this
present occasion, for the purpose of
dwelling upon those thoughts that
perfain to life and salvatiom, there
18 great necessity to think and reflect
understandingly. The position a
gervant of God occupies belore a con-
gregation of assembled peopls is one
of the most resgponsibie ones that
1 ean  counceive of. Ths
1esponsibilities  devolving wupon
him upon an occasion of this charac-
ter aie of the greatest moment and
importance, Therefore, while I stand
before you, I must certainly Invoke
the inspiration of the spirit of the
Lord, that it may operate upon me
and impart unto me a proper under-
standing of the Gospelupon which
my mind may be directed, I trust,
under the guliance of that spirit.
And I likewise invoke the inspira.
tion of gthe sprit of the Lord u
yoa who hear, that we may all be
made the happy reciplents of the
same influence, the same power,
namely, the spirit of understanding,
the inspiration of the Almighty.
The gospel of Jesus Christ, estab-
Jished by Him and wrought ont by
Him here upon the earth, covers
such a vast area of ground, it cir-
cumscribes s0 many grand and no-
ble principles that it would be utter-
ly impossible for & speaker to run
through the whole fleld upon one
occasion, 80 it is necessary that the
Spirit confine the speaker and the
hearer to those reflections that will
be of the greatest galn to them
at the time,

here (or the purpose of receiving ali-

We have sssembled |

has in store for those whom He has
chosen to worship Him.

The first grand foundation princi-
ple laid down is the primeiple of
faith, a principle that you ean =l
comprzhend, a principle of power.
This good book, the Bible, contains
manlold evidences of its power, in-
dead not only of ita power, but ofiis
nature. This iz the first principle
that we take hold of in the great
plan of salvafion—faith in tho God
who created us, who organizad us;
faith in the redeem!ng power of His
Son Jesus Christ, who came upon
the earth and by His own life mis-
sion lived up to the principl-s that
He taught, practiced the virtues, ths
truths and the principles that He
propagzated by His own mouth,prac-
ticed them in Fis daily course of
life and established them beyend a
doubt as being true and correct and
all sufficient, and then, being cruei
fled, going down into, the grave,
being resurrected therefrom,testified
to the world of the power and an-
thority of the Priesthood that He
possessed to overcome every. evil
power on the earth, As I said, He
came and practiced the prineiples
He taught. He did not tell the peo-
ple to do one thinz and He Himself
practice another; but the very pein-
ciples of virtue—and they were the
higheat and noblest known to man
or to Gods—that He propagated and
lived here upon this earth, chowed
to man that it was possible to live
the virtues, that exist in the hea-|
vens, here on the earth, and by that
godlike course of life He calls upon
us to believe in Him. What eacri-
fice do we have to make in believing
in Him or in His power when it ia
made evident unto us by wvirtue of
His resurrection and His passageon
high, triumphant over everything
pertaining to this earth, even that
of death, going down into the grave
and burasting the cbains and the
bonds that bound Him tothe grave,

{ bursting them asunder and coming

forth riding triumphant over every
influence of an evil power, riding
triomphant even over the bonds of
death. g
worship to-day; this is the grand
character that I admire to-day; th's
is the Redeemsr, the Savior of man-
kind. Well, now, in the Goapel dis-
pensalion we are required to have

pon | faith in Him,

The second essential principle that
comes I8 a repentance of our sins,
You will find the declaration in this
book (the Bible), If is unnecessary
for me to refer to psssages or make
quotations, but you find them =so
plainly made that,as I before re-
marked, & person of the most limit-
ed understanding can comprehend
them. We are called upon to re-
pent of our sins, which means, as 1
understand it, a forsaking of our
gsins. If we have been in the habit
of following a certain routine in life
and our assgciations and practices
have been evil, or if evil thoughts or
reflections have existed inour hearts,
we must forsake them. A reforma.
tion is needed on our parf, an eradi-

ment or food unto our spiritual|ecation from our hearts and feelings

needs. We presume that we are
striving to serve the frue and the
living God} we presume that wees a
congregation are striving to honor
and magniry the existence which
God has been pleased to grant unto
us here on the earth, an esrth that
He has created for the dwelling
place of His children. We wish to
worship that God understandingly,
and I do not know of any beatter way
of worshipping Him than the way
that He has msrzed out for us, I
can conceive of no better plan of

worshipping the Fatherof my gpirit, |

the orgamizer of the worlid upon
whiech 1 dwell—I1 can conceive of no
beiter way than worshipping Him
according to the plan that He has
establisned, and that plan is made
8o p:ain that a person of the most
limited powers of understanding can
comprehend it. It pertains to our
life here and cur life hereafter, In
its great nf)emtltmn and its power to
circumscribe all the conditions of
mankind, it does not take into con-
glderation the power or principls of
death, but each and every princi-
ple propagated is established upon
eternal principles. Death is not re-
cognized—that is, not recognized as
an agenf or power that has come
to counteract any gospel principle
or advantage. ‘Therefore, it is agos-
pel of life, and its fundamental
principles, as I remarked, are eter-

nal. ‘There are a great many doe. |

trines, but it behoves us to become
thoroughly wscquainted with the
fundamental principles of the gos.
pel inorder that we may be proper-
ly initiated, properly identifled with
the people of Gud, and bs prope:ly
established in His Charch, that we
may be the recipients of tLose high-
er, purer, nobler principles that He

of motives that caused us to do evil,
that our reflections, cur motives be
of a purer nature, of a higher charac-

{ter. We must repent. and form a

resolution to forsake evil and en-
deavor to walk in the path marked
out by our Savliol.

After we have experienced this
faith and made this proper repent.
ance wé are prepared then for an-
other step, Now who. Is going to
say what that other step shall be?
The same power, the same authority
that e:tablished the firet principle of
ealvation establlshed the eecond,
and tho same authority that estab-
lished the eecond establishes the
third. Christ wben upon the earth
preached and practiced this princi-
ple, that after we had repented of
our sins we must be baptized for a

remission of them, This is the third |

and great step that the Bavior teok
himself “to fuifil all righteousness.
He acknowledged this as one
of the grand principles of life
and salvation., He mnot only
spoke to us and command:d
us upon the subject, but set the ex-
ampie and med that unliess a
masn be born of the water he cannot
enfer into the kingdom of heaven.
we must ba batied in the waters of
baptism, ‘““that like as Christ was
I up from teedead by the glory
of the Father, even 80 we should
also walk in newness of life,”” Bap-
tism was symbolic of death and the
resurreoction.

In addition to this principle, after
we have manifested faith, repented
sincerely and appropriately of our
sins and having Eeﬂ_n baptized fora

remission of them, we then have
hands laid upon us for the reception
of the Holy Ghost, This was 2|
practice exercised by the Apostles

This is the Being that I}
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and by those who held authority
when Christ was here upon the
earth. By the impositiou of hands
tte Holy Ghost was imparted.to.
camiidates for this privilege and
blessing. There i3 one thing, how-
ever in connection with this prinei-
ple which must be borne In mind,
namaly, that nnwl:]?ﬂ in this boly
hook (the Bible) fromi the beginning
todhie end, when God had a people
on the earth, and when the princi-
ples ¢f His Gospel were being
preached and taught and practiced—
nowhere can we find that they did
g0 without due authority from the
Lord. It wa«< necesszary for them to
be endowed with authority from on
high; it was necessary for them to
receive thelr commission from the
power that was establishing those
principles of lifeeand salvation.
Christ in the courts of God in the

|

grand  assembly above, in the
grand council that 'was held
pertaining = to the redemption,
the exaltation and the

glory of the world and of the chil-
dren of men—if Iis proposition to
redeem mankind, to save them and
to exalt them, was accepted in these
councils, He it is that hasthe power
and authorily to commission upon
the earth those whom He wishes to
officiate in the warious ‘ordinances
pertaining to this Gospsl dispensa-
tion. Therefore it is necessary be-
fore one can administer in thece
things to have authoriiy, to be en-
dowed with power from God. Thus
if I have exercised faith, if I have
duly repented of my sins and am
now a candidate for ' aptiem,as a
third etep, I must be baptised by
one holding authority, one who has
been commissioned from God. We
do not want fo be in that predjea

merit that was stated—with all due
respect to the memory ot the great
and good John Wesley-—we do not
want to be in the same predicament
it was said of him after having or-
dained a Bishop:

How easlly are bishops made, by man's ca-

pri cious whim:
John Wesley hath on Coke laid bands, but

who laid bands on him?

Where did Mr. Wesley receive
his autbority? As.(remarked be-
fore, 1 have a high respect for the
memory of that great and goed man;

I havea high apprediati.n of the(P

great amount of good he accom-
plished through the principles he
taught; but when we want to be
Initiated into the kingdom of God,

that initiation must be done by one | Y

who l;as been commissioned from

God.

Well, the Latfter-day BSaints
claim {hat this authority did
not exist on the earth; that

an aposiacy tock place at an
early date,Jand that the authority of
the Priesthood was withdrawn from
the children of men; that for a long
period of time the earth was in a
condition of darkness,and thst there
was no Priesthood, no revelation, no
light, no inteiligence received from
the elernal worlds until a few years
ago, when God condescend :d to re-
store the authority and power from
on high, He gent down those fiom
the eternal worlds who held tnis
authority on the earth. He com-
manded them to go down to the
sarth and confer this authority upon
men-—sven ’eter, James and John
—{0 confer the Melchisedec Priest-
hocd, and John the Baptist to con-
fer the Asronic Priesthood. Now,
this was strioily legitic ate, and it

is the only way we can comprehend | the society of Heaveu. That ism

the correct method of establishing
principles of goodness upon the
earth, At the same time we are
prepared, &s I remarked befure, to
exercise all due regard for every
virtuous man upon the earh; we
are prepared to admire all great and
good men upon the earth, avd love
them for their goodness, admire
them for what they have done for
the children of men in paving the
way for the establishment of the
higher, purerand . obler p:inciples of
the Gospel; but when it comes to
the authority that men should
possess, there 1s none upon the
earth outside of the Latter-dsy
Saints that clalm it.

The Latter-day Ssints say this
power was conferred upon Jo:eph
Smith, “But,”’ says cne, “Joseph
Smith was an 1literate boy.”
““Why,"” says another, ¢Joseph
Smith was a dissipated n.an; Joseph
Smith was without education; Jo-
geph Smith was this, that and the
other, The character of Joserh
Smith does not come up to our
conception as {o what the character
of a man should be who had been
selecled by the intelligences on high
to perform so great and grand s
mission upon the earlth. His birth

was too humble; his surroundings

If E\\'ﬂ”: sald he, ““I know that Joseph | their behalf, that we may be perfe

I ameliorate the condition of the chil-

were too great; he was tuo suscepti-
ble to evil influeneces for us to recog.
nize him as the ehosen one of the
highest intelligances of the heavens
to represent such principles on the
earth. Therefore we are prepared
to reject the ’;rnfaaﬁiuna made by
Joseph Smith.” Well, I can make
a statement here that | made to a
friend and relative of mine a few
years ago, from the State of Mis.
sourl. This friend was much older
tban I am, and In s ing to him
upcn the princirles of *“Mormon-
lsm,” he referred me to the history
of the Latter-day Saintsin the State
of Missouri, “Why,” sald he, *‘I
am & much older man than you are,
You were quite young when the
‘Mormons” made their history.”
“Well, sir,” I enquired, “What do
ou know about their history?”

Smith was a very dissipated man, |
know that he was a dishonest mgan,”
and applied quite a nur ber of un-
gleaeaut, disagreeable epithets to.

he got his information, and he re-
ferred me to a man with whose char-
scter I was well acquainted—a man
that no justices’ court in all the
country would t<ke his {estimony
upon apythipng! I said to this friend
of mine that I was not acyu-inted
with Joseph BSmith, that I never
came under his personal influence.
I grew up unver the genial influen-
ces of Methodism, There was no
‘s Mormon inflaence around me,
Every influence of a moral, social
or educational character was ip di-
rect oy position to the prineiples of
“Mormonism.” [ matured to man-
hood and eame out to this western
l'ecritory and it was bere I first
heard the principles that were pro-
pagated by the Frophet Joseph
smith, I investigated these princi.

im, I questioned him as to where |

| a8 God 8 concerned.

g,

liveth, that Jesus Christ li
ha' Jos-ph Smith liveth aund isgy
active .o worker in this latter day,
work. Dea'h does pot issue wiy
the Latter-day BSainta, Joeeph j
not dea '; the Proph«te and Apo tlg
of olden times are not d-ad; thos
who held the Prie-thood -in day
that are past are not dead, but the
live to.day a greater army cof ¢
workers in the grand plan of re
dempticn.

There are many principles grafle
and establish-d i« this latrer-day
~ork for this redemptionv. Ou: fa.
milies are crganized not only fo
time, but for eternity, and thosef
our loved ones who died In days
past and go.e and who never haj
the privilege of hearing the Gospe,
pow have the privilege «f hearingit
and we can sttend to ordinances op

with them in the grand hereafter
assembled, oreganized and forme!
into agrand fau ily relationship with
the authority of the holy Priesthood
to rule and ,; redominate over all
iree f:om ail the influences of con
tention, of strife, of discord,
smbition and other influences thal
pertalu to life upon thisearth,

The e is one grand thing that con
soles me more th+n anyhiog else iy
regary to my religion, and thauig
it 1s an exp-rimental religlon o fy
Yivery prind
ple is just as eternal as He Himsel
is ete nal. The principle of ma riag
and the marriage covenants am
elernal, Tune principl- of marri.g
that God has instituted up n the
varth i1s not for the ninete-nth cen
tury, but it is a grand eternal prin
ciple, and its foundat on is as deg
as eternity ilsclf. .1t i8 pol an ex-
periment with tve Latter-day ~alnts
and it would -be well if the Congres
of the Uniled BStates w.re to take

ples to find out their truthfulbess,
and after having believed that they

by this authority, by this Priesthood
‘that [ have spuken of, I was sent
forth to the BStaes to preach the
very principles that Joseph Smith
taught. 1 had the satiefaclion of
having a personal Enowledge in my
heart that these piinciples were
true and that they emanated from
God, Now you may say what you
lease about the character of Joseph
Smith, 1f Josephh Smith was hum-
ble and illiterate, so was the Apostle
Peter and so were the other Apostles
selected by tbe Savior, and 1 have
et to find anywhere in this book
(the Bible) or in any cof the teach.-
ings of God, that the Gospel or the
leadership thereof, was to be confin-
ed to the Jearned. The God we
worship is the Supiene Beingof the
universe. He possesses supreme
mtelligence. His intelligence cir-
cumsciibes all s all animale
and mmanimate matter. All Enow-
ledge is within His grasp. He con-
trolls all things, and 1t 38 within His

were true, and being commissioned | thor thereof.

cegunizauce of this fact. It emanaltel
from the heavins; God Is the an
God gave me my
wives through the power and the
anthorily of the Holy Prie-thaod
God gave me my children ani eve
rything that is to me dear and holj
by the authority of the Holy
Priesth od. And they are giv
en to me upon eternal jrinciples
[t is no experiment. If it was siw
ply a policy to correct—I do not car
what, ray thie evil passions o/ men~
I would feel bound to e« brace any
such peolicy; but when I re-ognis
that it is a principle coming rom
God, an eternal principl-, #the

‘'oundation upon which the
were exalted, then I am prepar
my humilily to stand up and def
advocate snd practice such a p
ple, leaving tie result wi h God Ak

l mighty. 1 claim Lo be His servanf
[ clalm to have accepted the pr ne

| ples of faith, repeniance, baplism

for the remission of sins; the laying
on of hands for the reception of the
Holy Ghost, the prin: iple of celestis
mariage, baptism for the dead anl

power to lake the humblest things|every grand and holy prineciple the

est, the

ulliteracy, 1 do nos lLelieve in igno-
rance. . do most supremely believe
that the greatest curse thot ever be-,
fsll mankind is ignorance. I believe
in intellectual power. 1 belleve in

on earth and make them the grand- | (God has ins'ructed and establiahe

greatest and the noble:t. fupon the earth through the Prophe
Now,mind you, I donot believe in | joeeph Smith.

I bave acceptel
these prine ples as not coming from
man, but &8 coming from God. Ifl
t+ought that man had anythingt
do with them, I wou!d consider m
opinion and my ideas just a: good #

the Holy Priesthood as a power
emanating from God that wiil

dren of men, and not only amelior-

ate, but lift them up from the slums
of to that whiech constitutes

belief in _
the Latter-day Saints, If I thought
the religion of the Latter-day Samts

the last man on carih that would be
in love with it; but I believe that

from the supreme intelligence on
nigh, and that it will lift me into’
the society of Him who created and
organized the earth. Thatis why I
accept the fundamental prin iples
of lite. [ repented of my sine® and
foilies; [ was vaptized for a remission
of my sins by one houlding the au-
thority of the Holy Priesthood, aud
hadhands Jaid upon me for the recey-
tion of the Holy (host, and went
forth to the nations of the earth
preaching and proclalming these
principles. Hence 1 stiand belore
you to-day to bear my testimony to
the divinity and the vower of the
Latter-day work. I kunow that it
emanates from God, for I have pro-
ven it for myself. 1 have not eeen
any miraculous visions, [ have not
seen any mirscalous maniiestat:ons
of any Kind, but my whale being,
from the croan of my head to the
soles of my feet, every nerve, every
muscle, every drop of blood in m
veins, tella me that God is in this

i

was going to drag men down, 1 am |

the genius of my religion emanates \'

another man’s so far as my experk
ence and- ebservat:on went; bul
whenD I acce-pt them as comicg
from Goiy when I reatize tha: Gol
i their author and that He has had
them down from all eternity, I an

¥ | not prepared to gainesay them,
regard to the destiny of | g - 4

Now, [ just want to ask any om
present—what does the religion d
the Chur h of Jesus Chirist of 1ab
ter-day Saints take from you thal
you ever possessed before that wa
true and correct? Before you e

ceived this (Gospel you wen
probably taught to be hon
est, upright snd  virtuous

and the religlon of Jesus Chrisl
pnot only teaches, but commands
these things. You are commandel
to be virtuous and upright in heart
you are commanded to be truthful
yon are commanded to be honesi
yon are commanded to honor you
manhood before you can possibly
honor the Priesthood that hs#
conferred upon you; and I will sa
right here, 1 have no regard orre
spect for a man who does not hono!
bis manhood, to say nothing at al
about his ’rlesthood,

Now, for the evil that exists in
the midst of the Latler day Saints
I bave no argument. 1kunow thsl
evil does exist. 1 know that thisi
a Gospel dlspensation to uproot and
eradicate evil and to establish right
eouscess, and [ know that if evil dil
not exist, there would be no longef

Y | any necessity for the work.

J .dge Bla k, in his able reply ¥

work, and 1 am prepared before any

for educational development were

too meagre; his aszocis faravil'

court or tribunal on earth to bear

testimony that the supreme God !

Mr. Ingersoll, says ““that there hav
been crimes connected with ¥
Christian Chureh, nobody will ¢




