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it has fallen to my lot my brethren
and sisters and friendsfrienfriendsfriendaTs to occupy a
portion of your time this afternoon
and while I1 stand before you I1 most
sincerely bravobravecrave an interest in your
faithfalth inja your prayers and in your
attention I1 am a great belibellbelievedbelieverevedevec inm
that passagepas age of scripture which says

there is a spspiritirit in man and the
inspiration of the almighty
him understanding and I1 do most
candidly thick thalthai when we assem
bieb e together arweaa we have upon thisthia
present occaoccasiontiong for the purpose of
dwelling upon those thoughts that
pertain to10 lirelife and salvationsalvatiom there
is great to think and reflect
understandingly the position a
servant of god occupies before a concoh
kiegiegation of assembled people laIs one
of thothe mostmoat responsible ones that
I1 can conceive ofor the
responsibilities devolving upon
him upon an occasion of this charac-
ter aloaie of the greatest moment and
importance therefore while I1standinland
before you I1 must certainly invoke
the inspiration of the spirit of the
lord tuat it may operate upon mome
and impart unto me a proper under-
standing of the gospel upon which
my mind may be directed I1 trust
under the gufgulguidancedancedanca of that spirit
and I1 likewise invoke the inspira-
tion of ithe sprit of the lord upon
yoayou who hear that wowe may all Pbo0
manethothothe happy recipients of the
same influence thothe same power
namely the spirit of understanding
the inspiration of the almighty

the gospel of jesuajesna christ estab-
lished by him and wrought ont by
him herehero upon the earth covers
such a vast area of ground it cir-
cumscribescumscribes so many grand and no-
ble principles that it would be utter-
ly impossible for a speaker to run
through the whole neldheld upon oneono
occasion so it is necessary that the
spirit confine the speaker and the
hearer to those reflections that will
be of the greatest gain to them
at the time wenye have assembled
here forfonor the purpose of receivingrocloc ali-
ment or food unto our apispiritualritual
needs we presume that we are
striving to serve the traetrue and the
living bod we presume that wowe asaaapa

congregation are striving to honor
and magnify tho existence which
god has baonbaen pleased to grant unto
us hero on the earth an earthoarth that
he has created for the dwelling
place of his children wowe wish to
worship that god understandingly
and I1 do not know of any betterbatter way
of worshippingshippingwor him than the way
that hahd has merged out for us r
can conceive ornoof no botterbetter planpian of
worshippingworshipping the father ofmy spiritspirlt
twotho organizer of thetho world uponL

which I1 dwelldwelliI1 eirlcan conceive of no
bettorbetter way than shippingworshippingwor him
according to the plan that he has
established and that plan is made
eoso plain that a person of the most
limited powers of understanding can
comprehend it it pertains to our
life here and our life hereafter in
its great operations and itsita power to
circumscribe allail the conditions of
mankind it does not take into con
Bidersideratlon the power or prinprinciplecipiselpIs of
death but each and every princi-
ple propagated is established upon
eternal principles boathIs not rerd
cognizedcognizect that is not recognized as
an agent or power that lias come
to counteract any gospel principle
or advantage therefore it is a gos-
pel of life and its fundamental
principles as I1 remarked are eter-
nal there aroaareaaro a great many doc-
trines but it behovesbehaves ua to become
thoroughly acquainted with the
fundamental principles of the gos
pel in order that we may bobe proper-
ly initiated properly identified with
the people of god and babe properly
established in his church that we
may be the recipients of those high-
er purer nobler that he

haslias in storestor for thorathomthothoa m whom hohe has
chochonmoncon to worship Him

the first grand foundation princi-
ple aldgidaidlaid down igis tho principle of
falthfaith a principle that you can silsll
comprehend a principle of power
tah good book the bible contains
manininnimanfoldoidold evidenceevidences3 of its pwenpower in
deed notilot only of its power but of itsmci

nature thia ia13 oieoleho nr t principle
til at wo take hold of in tbthea great
plan of balealsalvation faithfalth in thothe god
who created usits who organized us
faiththith in the redeeming power of his
sonsort jefjesjemsjews christ who came upon
thothe earth and byhy rishis own life mis-
sion lived noun to the principless that
HO taught practiced the virtues the
ardtruthsthi and the principles that he
propagated by hishig own
ticen them in his daily course of
ilfelife and established them beyond a
doubt aaas beinbeing1 truoirue and correct and
all suMsufficientelentclent and then being cruel
fled going down into the grave
beinbeing resurrectedresu rr acted jestaest I1 nnedfled
to tthega worlworld of tthebe power and auau-a au-
thority of the priesthood thattheet he
possessed to joverkoverovercomecome every evil
power on the earth As I1 said he
came and practiced the principles
hoile taught he did not tell the peo-
ple to do one thinvandzandnindfind hiphepH himself
practice another but the very prin-
ciplesclpleq of virtue ardand they worewere the
highhighestcit and giotioblestblesi known to man
or to godsgoas that hohe proppropagated and
lived here upon this earth shobhoshowedwed
tto0 man that it was possible to ilcileiiselive
the virtues that exist in the hea-
vens here on tho earth and by that
godlike course of life hohe calls upon
us to bellevbelieve inI1n him what sacri-
fice do we haveav to make in believing
in him or in hhHN power when itjitt is
madeinadoade evident unto us by virtue of
hlahia recresurrection and hisills passage on
high triumphant over everything
pertaining to this earth even that
of death going down into the grave
and bursting the chains and the
bonds that bound him to the grave
bursting them asunder and coming
forth riding triumphant over every
influence of an evil power ridinriding
triumphant even over the bonds cofr
death this is the being that I1
worship todayto day this is the grand
character that I1 admire todayto day thtirss
is the redeemer thetho savior of man-
kind wellweil now in tho goabel dis-
pensationpepensaen a tion wowe are required to have
faith in him

thothe second essential principle tathat1 at
comescombs is a repentance of our sinbinp
bonwillyou will nindfind the declaration in this
book thethetho bible it is unnecessary
for me to refer to passages or make
quotations but you find them BOso
plainly made that as I1 before re-
marked a person of thetho most limit-
ed understanding can comprehend
them wowe aroare called upon to re-
pent of our sins which means as I1
understand it a forsaking of our
sinsbins if we have been in thetho habit
of following a certain routine in lifelire
and our associations and practices
have been evil or if evil thoughts or
reflections have existed in our hearbearheartsts
we must forsake them A reforma
tion is needed on our part an eradi-
cation from our hearts and feelings
of motives that caused us to do evil
that our reflections our motives be
of a purer nature of a higher charac-
ter wowe must repent and form a
resolution to forsake eviland en-
deavor to walk in thothe path marked
out by our

after we have experienced this
faith andano made this proper reperiperepent-
ance

fhtfit
wewo are prepared then for an-

other step nowkow who is going to
say what that other step shall be
thothe samusamo power thothe bamaeama authority
that establishedhed thetho first principle of
salvation established the second
and tho same authority that estab-
lished the second establishes the
third christ whenwhon upon the earth
preached and practiced this princi-
ple that after wowe hadbad repented of
our sins wo must bobe baptized for a
remission of thommthorn this is thothe third
and great step that thothe saviorhavior took
himself to fulwilfulfil all righteousness
he acknowledged thia as one
of the grand principles orof lifelire
and salvation he not only
spoke to us and commandedcommandlodLed

uaus upon the subject but set the ex
ampafonleand0 and proclaimed that unless a
man be born of the water he cannot
entereuter into the kingdom ofot heaven
we must ba baidedbailed in thothe waters of
baptism that like as christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory
of the father even so we should
also walkwalls in newness of life bap-
tism was symbolic of death and thetho
resurrection

in addition to this principle after
we hava manifested falfairaithfaithth repentedrepeated
sincerely and appropriately of our
sinsbins and havingbaving beeneencen baptized forfonforaforna
remission of them we then have
hands laid upon us forlor thothe reception
of the holy ghost this was r
practice exercised by the apostles

and by those who heldhold authority
when christ was hwoheohe o upon the
earth bybythetiietile imposition of hands
tieitife holy ghost was imparted to

for this privilege aridand
blessing there 13 one thing how-
everever in connection with this princi-
ple which must be borno in mind
gamaly that nowhere in this holy
hooboohookhooeI1 the bibiobible from the beginning
toshoto he end whenwilen god bahadI1 a people

the earth and when the princi-
ples aff his gospel were being
preached and taught and practiced
now herobero can we find that they iidilddidlid
BOeo without dueduo authority from the
lord it waiwas necessary for them to
be endowed with authority from on
high it vasvaa necessary for them to
receive their commission from the
power that was establishing those
principles of lifelire and salvation if
christ in the courts of god in the
grand assembly above in thetile
grand council that was held
pertaining to the redemption
thetiie exaltation and the
glory of the world and of the chilchii
drenon men it ilialila proposition to
redeem mankind to savesavi them and
to exalt them waswag accepted in thesethesse
council hohe it is that babhabbathethe power
and authority to commission upon
the earth those whom he wishes to
officiate in the various ordinances
pertaining to thibthia gospel dispensadispensa-
tion therefore it iais necessary be-
fore one can administer in thesethem
ththings to have authority to be en-
dowedtado ad withwilli power frofromrd god thus
if I1 have exercised faith if I1 have
duly repented ofor my sins tindand am
now a candidate for talttaitI1 altislamasmRs a
third stepstensep I1 must bobe baptisedbaptizedsed by
one holding authority one who liasbas
beenimen commissioned from god we
do not want to bobe in that
ment that was stated with all due
TeSIrespectOCt to thetho memoryMUMMY ofot tilethe great
and good john wesley wo do not
want to be in the same predpredicamenticamleam nt
it wai him after having or-
dained a bishop
how easily ameare bishops made by mans ca-

pri elousclous whim
john wesley hath oaon cokecako laid handslands but

who wdlaid hands on him
where did mr wesleywebley receive

hlahia authority AMaaa remarked be
fore I1 have a high respect for the
memory of that great and good man
I1 haveahave a high of the
great amount of good behe accom-
plished through the principles he
taught but when wowe want to be
initiatedinitialed into the kingdom of god
that initiation must be done by onuono
who liashas been commissioned from
god

well the latter day saints
claim that this authority did
not exexistlailat enon the earth that
an took place at an
early datelanddalelanddatedatelandaudand thateliat the authority of
tilethe priesthood was withdrawn fromirom
the children that for a long
period of time thothe earth waswaa in a
condition of darkness and thtintthitit there
wasads no priesthood no revelation no
light no intelligence received from
ileilolieilia eternal worlds until a few yeara
ago when god condescend idd totorere
store the authority and power from
on high dowdownn those fromfrons
the eternal worlds who held this
authority on thetile earth hohe com-
manded them to go down to thetho
earth and confer this authority upon
men even peter james and john

to confer thetho priest-
hood and john the baptist to con-
fer thothe priesthood now
this was strictly levitin atlandate and it
iais the only way wowe can comprehend
the correct method of establishestablishingi139
principles of goodness upon tthehe
earth at the same timetimo we are
prepared as I1 romarremarremarkedked before to
exercise all due regard for every
virtuous man upon thoiho earhearth we
are prepared to admire all great and
good men upon the earth and love
them for their goodness admire
them for what they have done ffrrthe children of men in paving the
way for the establishment of the
higher purerand i principles of
the gogospel but when it comes to
the authority that men should
possesspossposa essees there Is none upon the
earth outside of thetho latter day
saints that claim it

the latter day saints say this
power was conferred upon joseph
smith but baystays onecne joseph
smith was an i literateilliterate boy
owhy 11 saysbays another joseph
smith wasawas a dissipated man josejosephh
smith was without education TOjo-
seph

jo-
eephsosephsmith was this that and the
other the character of joseph
smith does not comocome up to our
conception as to what the character
of a man should be who had been
selected by the on high
to perform aoso great and grand a
mission upon the earth his birth
was too humble his surroundings
forlor educational development were
too meagre hiehla for evil

were too great hu was twtto suscepti-
ble to evil influences for us toreto recog-
nize

cog
him as thetho chosen one of the

highest intelligancesgancos of the heavens
to represent buchsuch principles on the
earth therefore we ouretire prepared
to reject the made by
joseph smith well I1 can make
a statement here that I1 mademado to ait
friend and relative of mine ait few
years agoagog from the state of misills
bourt this friend was much older
than I1 amain and lain speaking to him
upon the prIncprinciplesriesrles of mormon
iamlam 11 lie referred me to the history
of the latterlitter day saintsin the state
of Missomissourifirl why b said hebe 11I
am a much older man than you arearc
you were quite young when the
nimmons made their history

clr I1 enquired what do
you know about their history

we 1 baideaid hebe 1I know that joseph
smith was a very dissipated milimuliman I1
know that hebe was a dishonest rqn
and applied quite a nuinut berher of un-
pleasantleaieabeasantsant disagreeable epepithetsI1 taets to
kimhimhim I1 him as to wherere
he got hisbis informationInformatlonalion and he re
berred me to a man with cilarchar
cherl waswaa wellveil acquainted a man
thatthal no justices court in all the

would tiketile his testimonyony
upon anything I1 said to tins friend
of mineminie that J was not acquainted
with josjosepheph smith that I1 novernever
came under hisbis personalrhonal influence
I1 grow lipup uner tiietipethe genial influen-
ces of methodism there was no

mormon influence around me
every influence of a moral social
or educational character waswaa in di-
rectrecto position to the principles of

diorAlormormonism ll11 I1 matured to maninan
hood and came out to thisthia westewestern
territory and it was hero I1 first
heard the principles that were pro-
pagatedF by the prophet joseph
smith I1 investigated themthere princi-
ples to find out their truthfulness
and after having believed that they
were true and being eombomcommissioned
by this authority by this priesthood
that I1 have spoken of I1 waliwas sent
forth to the to preach the
very principles that joseph smith
taught i lladnad the satisfaction of
having a personal knowledge in my
heart that these were
true and that they emanated from
god now you may say what you
please about the character of joseph
ri inith if joseph smith was hum
blebiebloantand illiterate eoso waswaa the apostle
peter andioand BO were the other apostles

by vie savior and I1 have
yet to find aDyanywherewhere in this book
the biblobibio or in any of the teach-

ingsings of01 god that the gospel or the
leadership thereof was to be contla
ed to the learned the god we
worship iais the hupieSupienae being of the
universe0 liehe posspossessesessee a supreme
intelligence hishia intelliintelligencegencegenco cir-
cumscribescumscribes all space all animate
and inanimate matter all know-
ledge is within his grasp hohe con
trolls all things anuand it I1ia within his
power to taketake ttuethe humblest thithingsnga
on earth and make them the grand-
est the greatest and the noblnobieatA
Now mind you I1 do nolnoi believe in
illiteracy I1 do not believebelleveIelieve in igno-
rance A do most supremely believe
that the greatest curse ever be
fell mankind Is ignorance I1 believe
in intellectual power I1 believe in
the holy priesthood as a power
emanating from god that will
ameliorate the condition of the chil
dren of men and not only amelior-
ate but lift them up from the slumsalums
of society to thitthat which constitutes
the society of heaven that ismyIs my
belief in regard to the destiny of
the latter day saints if I1 thought
the religion of the latter day saints
waa going to drag men down I1 am
the lastlait man on earth that would be
in love with it but I1 believebehave that
the genius of my religion emanates
from the supreme intelligence on
nigh andaud that it will lift me into
thothe society of him who created and
organized the earth that is why I1
accept thetho fundamental print aples
ot litelife I1 repented of my sins and
follies I1 was baptized for a remission
of my sins by one holding thetho au-
thority of the holy audand
hadhands laid upon me for the recep-
tion of the holy ghost and wentvent
forth to thetho nations of the earth

preachingreaching and proclaiming these
hence 1I1 stand before

you todayto day to bear my testimony to
the divinity and the powertower of the
latter day work I1 know that it
emanatesemanated from god for I1 have pro-
ven itic for myself I1 havohave not beenseen
any miraculous visions I1 have not
seen any miraculous manifestations
of any kind but my whole beingbeluk
from the cro nnotof myimy head to the
solessules of my feet every nerve every
musolomuscle every drop of blood in my
veins tella me thatthat god is in this
work and I1lamiamam prepared before any
court or tribunal on earthtarth to bear
testimony that the supreme godved

that jesus christ liveth
hauhai josjosphjosephph smith liveth and ia an

active t 0 worker in this latter aayaitayitay

work deah does biotjot U viwith
the latter day saints jmjoseph li
not deaden thetho kroph trts and apo tletig
of olden times are not d ad trose
who held the priesthood in day
that are past are not dead but they
live toinytodayto dayoay a greater army cfof c-
oworkers in the grand plan of re
demptiontiEn

there are many principles grafted
and establishedA hilit this latter day
work for this redemption ou fa

milles are organized not only forfel
time but for eternity and those 0

our loved ones who died in dayidays
past and gotgoi e and who never hadhaa
hethe privilegeof hearing thetho gospelGostnulfel

now hatehave the privilege f hearinbearInhearinggitit
and wowe can attend to ordinancesordinancesonaonoil

their belibellalf that we may be perfect
with themteem iuin thetherand hereafter
assemasEemassembledbledbied organized and forme
into a grand fufan ilylly relationship with
the authority of the holyhoy priesthood
toio rule andam i over aaallail
freofreereo romdom all the influences of con
teten nilonliou of strife of discord
ambition and otherothur influences thaithat
I1 errair to jire upon this earth

the 0 is one grandgnand thing that con
soles me more thtatuin anyanythingi hing else lain
gregaru to my religion and thaithat iis

it Is an exexperimental religion so fatfar
aaas god ialB coneonconcernedcerneil every
plopla isiagustJ aa eternal as he H idelt
lais eteetc nal the principle hofmaof ma
and the marriage covenants are
eternal ane principlepl of
that god has instituted up n thelebeltin
arth is not for the nth crlCDC rlD

tury but itIL iaIs a grand eternal priniprin-
ciple

1

and its foundas on ia13 as deep
as eternity itself it is not an exeil

1

perimerit with tuethe latter day halaashatatslats
and ilit would bobe well ifit the congresoCon grebgrea
of ihothe united statesstater atra to takitake
cognizance of thisthia fact it emanemanatesatelatea
frnfromm the heavins god Isa the a-
nthor thereof god gave me mjmy

wives through the power and thtbt

alitatitauthorityhority ofot the holy Prieth odi
god gave me my children an I1 eevetevee j

thalthai iais to me dear and hohilj
by the authority of the hollholy0
Priest li od and they are gi-
ven to me upon eternal rinelphacipka
itt iaIs no experiment if it was idhloi
ply a policy to correct I1 do not car
what ayfay thothe evil paRpasparagonsblonsaiona of0 meraen
1 would feelfee bound to etuotoembracebrace anianyadji
such policy but when I1 recognizere cognize7that icit iaIs a principle coming froniironiron
god an eternal principle wigAIRth

upon which theth goGadiado

were exaltexaltedcd then I1 am prepared
my humility to stand up and oedefel
advocate undand practice sucheuch a pdrw
pie leaving titletiet e result wi h god aaAM

mighty I1 claim lo10 be illshis bervservantantlanti
I1 claim to have accepted the pr no I1

plespies of faittiefaithfalth repentance baptism
for the remisremissionrionwion of ansisins the
on of hands for the reception odvieof ti
holy ghost the prin ipie of celesticclesti
martlagemariage babaptism for the dead anteiatu
every grand and hholyoly principle thatthai
god hasbus instructed and
upon the earth through the prophet
joseph smith I1 lavehave accept ea

these princ pies aaas not coming froniron
man butiut as comingedming from god ilkI1
t ought that man had any thing tn

do with them I1 would consider mymaj
opopinionanlon and my ideas just ata good as

another mansmana so far as my experi-
ence

61

and observation wenwent bulbui1111

when I1 aeeace pt them as comical0 ietlet
from goligo li1 when I1 realize thagthai goalgolgoa

i their author and that he has bahag

them down from all eternity I1 an
not prepared to gainsay them

now I1 just want to arsh any ocors

present what does therellthe religiongloia fc

the churchun h of jesus christ of latjat
ter day saints take from you thail
you ever posselpossespossessedreedseed before that wwwas
true and correct before you re
calved this gospel you wen
probably taught to be hodhoa
est upright andend virvirtuous
and the religion of jesua christchro
not only teaches but comcommandmanomana
these things you are commandedcommando
to bobe virtuous and upright in heart
you are commanded to be truthtruthfulfa
yonyonnieanre commanded to be honest
yon are commanded to
manhood before you can poss I1

honor the priesthood that god hohsi
confconrconferrederred upon youyet and I1 will esy
right here I1 have nna regard orreor re-
spect for a man who does not honorbone
hisbis manhood to bayeay nothing at ali0
abouabow hishla priesthood

now for the evil that exists isin
the midst of the latter day saint
I1 have no argument 1I know that
evil does exist I1 know that this is

a gospel dispensation to uproot and
eradicate evil and to establish right

and I1 know that if evil dijdu
not exist themthere would be no longelonget
any necessity for the work

J dgeage bla bk in his able reply tto
mr lugeringeringersollsolasoli bayasays that there havhat
been crimescrimea connected with tf14

christian church nobody will defe


