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pression of his views on the silver
question ia one of undoubied palriolism.

The deciy of biroad patriot®m—such
#8 Mr. Cleveland appears to poesess, ig
baving an iuealeulnily-injurious effect
upon the country. From every quar-
ler of the land come clameors for reform.
Unfortunately, however, the demands
are not as & rule based on national
necds. They come from classes seck-
ing benefits for theruselves. They are
of such a nature that to granl them
in the ebape of legistation would con-
slitufe preferred clasges. This is de-
structive to repullicavism, whose
legitimnte aim is to treat all citizens
alike. These demands for legislative
preferment are based npon the uueqgual
privileges alveady posscssed by sowie
sections of the peojple.
new demands would only ingcrease the
digparity aud multiply additioual de-
mands {rom other quarters, until con-
fusion worse eontounded would pre-
vall. The universal aim shiould be to
secure ounly such measures as will be
beneficial lo all classes, without giving
undue preference to any.

The great clashing of interests and
pandering-to self and caste are causing
many thought ful people to question the
durability of the government. Hence
glich gloomy additions to the literature
of the country as I'he Fall of the
Great Republie,”” ¢The Hirleken Na-
tion! and “Will the Republic Last
A nother Hundrod Years?’” The nation
is flooded with newspaper articlesip
the same despondent veiu, while pub-
liciate utter kindred sentirnents from
the pulpit and rostrtim, aud the pens of
such thinkers as Prof. J. Rhodes Bu.
chanat are predieting strife and disin-
legration as the breakers into the surf
of which the American ship of state is
about to dnsh at the pertl of her exist.
chee.

What (he country wants is more
broad patriotism ang less sefishuness
nid prartisanship in men wlo otherwise

have Jeading ecapacity. A noted
American thinker and writer
wade  this  asserlion: “Did the

people know the actual selfishness
and injuslice of their rulers, not a gov-
ernmetit on earth would stand. The
world would ferment with universal
revolution.” Bince this lutierance was
expressed, Lho fugilities for the people
becoming familiar with tho short-
comings of their rulers have wouder-
fully increased. Their wrath has pro-
portionately enlarged, and the conse-
gquence is tiiat the situation pointed to
Iy Theodore Parker is becoming a
threatening aspect of irnman affairs.
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King Oscar’a private fortune is esti-
mated at $25,000,000,

To grant Lhe ||

S

Two events occurred In New Yor(
City on on February 5, of this year,
which are ocecssioning considerable
diseusgion both  amomg Dnewspaper
wrilers and political reforiners. 'The
events, however, fully ilustrate the
anomalous condition of our social or-
gatiization, a3 contrasted with our po-
litical system. How such exiremes in
aociely ean arise in a couuntry where
universal (ranchise prevalls, iz one of
{l1e questious which puzzle the politi-
<al plitlosopher., Jlor exampie read
this dispatel:

““New Yorl, ¥eb. 5.—At high noon to-
day Miss Louisa Shepurd, duughter of
Colonel Elliott I'. Shepard and grand-
davghier of the late William H. Vander-
bilt,was married to Williain H, Schieflor-
in.

“1riviloged friends were allgwed to
look at the wodding presents this niori-
ing. They arc stored in the grand pavlors
and present a startlingly brilliant arey.
At the lenst computation they represént
a monetary value of $500.000.

"“Among other Lthings is a silver dinner
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set of six piecos, cach of which is gold
lined and magnificentiy wrougit., A

[oard attached bears the legend: -With

' the complimouts of Mr. and Mre. B, Har-
rison.?

““Tha most costly gift ia A nceklace of
diamond pendants, the wholo formed in
the ahapo of a flear-de-1is.  In this nock-
Ines are 283 diamoends, nany of theut of
soversl earats weight. Represented in
monsy value the ornament is offset by
$100,000. It is Che gift of Mrs. and Mrs.
W..J, Sloane. Other gifis are both mag-
niticent asud costly.”

It will be seenthat the wedding gifts
in this case amounted to half a milllon
dollars. Also that the President of the
United Blates and his wife are among
the dounors of these presents. And
further, that a private person namecd
Sloane makes a present of 295 dia-
monds, wortl: $100,000 in casli. There
would scem to be nothing wrong in all
this,

Here js the other event:

HN 1w YoRri, Feb, 5.—Slarvord to deah
inihe very heart of the eity. Such was
the sad ixsine that befell Mra. Muary Ros-
enberg, & handsome young womah of 24,
who lived in the bazement ot a honse on
Brooine Sireet.

SSpretehed at 1ull length on the cold,
bare floor lay the woman’s hody ail day
yesiorday. BSoveral candles burped on

threw their flickering, uncertain rays
abont the iiserable quariers. In the
room sat Lwo men, while plaving merviiy
sbout ware two innocent children, both
of whoin were less than seven ycars old.
One of 1he men wus the heart-broken
bushanod.

“When food becarne searce the woman
hud bervoieally given up her poftion to
ber iwo children, eating only what was
ahsolutel v neceseary to sustain life. The
busband and father; Max Rosenberg,
was ont of the eity looldng for worl:, and
when a weok ngo. the food supply dwin-
dlecl io nothing Mra. Rosenberg ceased
cating. The ehildren got a good living
from charitable neighhors, but the real
condition ol a¥uirs in the house was un-
known, and Muvs. Rosenberg
neither talk of hor affairg nor stoop to ask

for ¢harity.

the tinor near the head of the eorpso and !

wonld |

25

‘“Tucsday afterncon the woman lay on
& miscrable cot, ber eyes =unken, her
feattires white as marble. Every few
minutes she went into vioient convul-
sions. She gradually grew worse until
she died.’””

It cannot be denied that theso ex-
tremes show a great wrong in the pre-
vailing social system. And the guea-
tion arises, ean the condition exist with
safety to the Republic? The Chicago
Toncs contends that the lavish display
of diamonds at the wedding, can, in
no sense, be respongibie for the death
of the starved woman at the other
end of the street. 1t says that
if all the wealth of the Vanderbilta
were distributed in New York, hun-
ger wauld still prevail, It says that
Nero fiddled while Rome burned, but
that the fiddling did 1ot caure the con-
flagration.

Technically this fsall true. Nero did
not burn Rome, he fiddled while it
burned aud then punished the Chris-
tians for burniug it. The Christians
held thateueh a man as Nero, presaged
the destruction of Rome, For saying
this they were murdered as traltors and
disloyalists. The condition of Rome af
that time was socially on & par
with what ours is 1tnow. The
wealth of the empire wns being con-
centrated in the hauds of a few fami-
lics, the populace were growing poor-
er and poorer. The tie that formerly
bound rich and poor in Rome wag dis-
soived., That tie was Roman citizen-
ship, and the ambition of all was the
graudeur, supremacy and dignity of
Rome. IuNero’stime the change had
come, The rich ighored the poot, and
even denied them ecitizenship. Itis
true large amounts were distribuled in
alms, but these alms were made =
menng to gain political power, and to
lull the people while corruption was
rampant.

The Vanderbilis fiddled in New
York, the other day while an Ameri-
can molher starved to death. Vander-
biit cun’t be blawmed. It is probable
that if he knew sueh a tragedy was
| being enacted within a stone’s throw
of his residence, he would have has-
tened to relieve the poor woman. But
it is the condition which produces a
Vanderbilt and a Gould which now

threatens the disruplion of soclety.

| The man who would condemu this
| state of things is liable to he c¢lassed as
an anparchist, but Who can deny that
we are aprroachlng 8 crisis simuiar to
that which destroyed Rome?

It is a disgrace to sur bousted rellg-
ton, humanity and cividizatlon that a
young mother should dis of hunger in
one of our richest cities, and while a
mitHonaire’s wedding was in progtess,
The press which licks the rich man’s
plate is mueli to blame. Why did it
not help to rellevethe s*arving woman
ag well as Lo congratulate the jeweled
| bride?




